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CHAPTER 4:
Material Culture Analysis and Results

Intrnaﬁction
In 1872, Eliza Holmes penned a gloomy and troubled poem to be inscribed on the

gravestone of her husband Samuel. Eliza writes:

What is life without thee,

Darkness and dispair (sic) alone;

When with sighs, we seek to find thee,

This tomb proclaims thou art gone.
The lines of this short poem are filled with the emotions of one who has struggled with
‘the loss of a spouse, a life partner. Sadly, county vital statistic records indicate that Eliza
herself died of “grief and trouble” some 6 yearrs later. Epitaphs, like the one written by
Eliza, help us to get a sense of the stark reality of death and the accompanying mourning
ritual in nineteenth-century Kentucky. These issues can be further explored by studying
the mortuary practices of the period, as revealed by the clpthing and personal effects, the
typ‘es of burial containers used to house the dead, and the gravestbnes used to
memorialize the deceased. This chapter focuses on the mortuary artifacts associated with
burials in the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery in Lincoln County, KY. These
materials are used to discuss the chronology of the site, éxamine burial practices in
Lincoln County, and to explore changing viewé of death in this community during the
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The gravestones used to mark the burials ranged from simple, unadorned

fieldstones to elaborate marble and limestone monuments. The gravestones were

. categorized into types, which include the “Vardeman” style long rectangular slab



monuments that were designed to rest horizontally on top of a dry lain stone platform. A
whole or partial marked or carved headstone accompanied twenty burials, while eight
probable footstones were also associated with the burials. A majority of the other burials
w<;,re marked with the plain fieldstones.

During the excavation of the 69 burials, over 7,500 artifacts were recovered that
speak to the construction of coffins and caskets in this region. This assemblage includes
wood and nails; viewing window glass; hardware, such as handles, plaques, and
thumbscrews; and textile lining.

There are two types of burial receptacles that are distinguished by their shape
(Figure 4.1). Coffins are hexagonal in shape while caskets are rectangular (Buikstra et al.
2000:60). Forty-six wooden caskets, nine wooden coffins, and two cast iron coffins were
tentatively identified during the study; 12 burial containers could not be identified. The
dating pattern of the burial containers generally reflects the dates established by Buikstra
for coffins and caskets (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). Although two coffins
were dated to shortly after Buikstra’s coffin cutoff date of 1849, they still fit into the
general profile for mid-nineteenth-century America (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang
1984:2, 46). Caskets in the cémetery also fit into the dating profile presented by Buikstra,
as they were the primary shape of burial receptacle used in the cemetery during late
nineteenth to twentieth century (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). As caskets
became more widespread after 1858, they became the most popular type of burial
container in use.

Sixteen hundred samples of wood from forty-eight burials were analyzed to
determine wood type (Appendix x). The wood samples were divided into three groups:
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_primary wood types, secondary wood types, and additional wood types. Burials with two
or more types of wood were exhibiting a trend in coffin construction typical of the
nineteenth century. Better quality wood was often used only on the visible sides and top
of é coffin, while lesser quality wood was used on the bottom.

‘Black walnut was the most frequently used primary wood in the cemetery. Eleven
burials contained black walnut, which is native to Lincoln County, and typically used for
constructing coffins and caskets due to its durability and aesthetic quality. Black walnut
was found almost exclusively in pre-1900 burials except for Burial 60, which dates from
1915 to 1950.

Southern yellow pine constituted the second most frequent wood type; 10 burials
contained this wood as the primary type and several used southern yellow pine as the
secondary wood. Southein yellow pine is not common in Lincoln County, but is common
in counties to the east on the Cumberland Plateau. Southern yellow pine was found as a
primary wood type in four of the burials dating prior to 1900, and in six of the burials
dating after 1900.

Soft pine was identified as the primary wood type in nine of the burials. Soft pine
is native to Lincoln County, and was a common wood used in constructing coffins and
caskets during the nineteenth and twentieth century. “Few coffins better than plain pine
painted black were used,” claimed a diarist in the 1840s. Most of the burials in the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery associated with soft pine as a primary wood
date to post 1900.

Yellow poplar was identified as a primary wood in seven of the burials. Yellow

poplar was commonly used in cabinetry and furniture as a secondary wood, and was
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frequently used for constructing coffins during the period. Yellow poplar was used in
four burials dating before 1900 as a primary wood, and in three burials dating after 1900.

Red oak was identified as a primary wood four of the burials. Three of the burials
using red oak dated to the 1840s, while one dated from 1915 to 1950. White oak was
identified as a primary wood in only three of the burials. Yet, white oak is considered
favorable for coffin and casket construction.

" Only one burial used American chestnut as a primary wood, and three as a
secondary wood type. It is not clear whether the scarcity of chestnut in the sample
represents a lack of this wood in the region, or a preference for other woods. Other wood
types used as a primary wood include sugar maple and slippery elm. Other secondary
wood types include American beech and ash.

While the majority of the burial containers were wood, two of the coffins were
metal. The coffin of Samuel Holmes, buried in 1872, was a full cast iron coffin. The

coffin of Lindsey Stephenson, buried in 1870, consisted of a cast iron lid with a
composite base made from a wood frame covered in lead. Both of these coffins had
viewing windows and handles, and both were associated with elaborate gravestones.

The analysis of coffin hardware from the cemetery provided both a detailed
typology and chronology for these artifacts. Drawing from James Davidson’s report
(Appendix ), the main types and functions of the hardware will be summarized in this
section and then detailed later in the chapter.

Sixty-seven of the burial containers used nails and screws in their construction.
Both cut and wire nails were recovered; some burials contained only cut nails, some only
wire, and some both. Flat head, slotted wood screws, used to attach the coffin lid, were
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recovered from many of the earlier burials. The later burial containers typically had
decorative hardware, including handles, thumbscrews, cap screws, and escutcheons; most
of this hardware was mass-produced and ordered from various regional and national
suppliers. Many of these items were dated using historic hardware catalogs, design
patents, and other historic cemetery sites.

Various types of decorative thumbscrews were recovered in 26 of the burials.
Thumbscrews, mostly made of white or iron, secured the coffin/casket lid to the box.
Nineteen types of thumbscrews were identified by Davidson, and a majority of these had
“flat bodied” designs. While thumbscrews date from the earliest known burial, they enter
general use in the late nineteenth century and continue into the mid-1900s. Many of these
thumbscrews were used with escutcheons, or decorative flat plates through which the
thumbscrews were inserted. Twelve types of escutcheons were identified from the
burials.

Twenty-four types of swing bail handles were recovered from 26 burials at the
cemetery. Most of the handles were made of white metal, although some were made of
iron; or both white metal and iron. The handles include simple, plain designs, while
others were more ornate, with leaf motifs, cross motifs, and other asymmetrical designs.
Casket handles in the burials date from the 1870s to the mid- twentieth century.

Eleven types of plaques from eleven different burials were identified. Most were
made of white metal, although one was chrome-plated steel. The plaques served strictly
as ornamentation on the lid of the coffin or casket and they communicated sentiment for

the deceased. All were engraved with “At Rest,” “Mother,” or “Father.” All of these
| plaques were dated to the early to mid-twentieth century.
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Seven types of caplifters were identified from nine different burials. All were
made of white metal except for one that appeared to be cloth covered wood (Burial 3).
Design motifs observed included knobbed domes and leaf designs, and two with the
design of a dove with a branch in its beak.

Five types of ornamental tacks from six different burials were identiﬁed, as well
as numerous plain tacks. All of these tacks were made of cuprous struck up foil. Designs
of these tacks ranged from simple domes to intricately embossed motifs of stars and
diamonds. In addition, several pieces of textile were recovered in association with the
tacks, and are likely the remains of coffin lining.

Fifteen burials contained remnants of glass from viewing windows. The viewing
glass was designed so others may view tlhe bust of the deceased; interestingly, one
contained windows at both the head and foot of the casket. Putting viewing glass in
cofﬁﬁs and caskets was a common practice from 1860 until ca. 1910 (Buikstra et al.
2000: 63; Blakely and Beck 1982: 188; Lang 1984: 50). Viewing window glass in the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery ranges in date from 1870 to 1920, which is
consistent with the dates Buikstra provides. Due to the fairly late dates, the Moir dates
from this glass correlate with hardware dates in only about 50% of the cases.

Several types of personal artifacts, including clothing, clothing accessories, and
hair accessories were associated with fifty-one of the burials. Burials 32, 40, and 41
provide us with the most intact ensemble of clothing recovered from the burials. These
three burials contained fairly well preserved remnants of men’s suits, including stove

pipe trousers, vests, and frock coats.



Bone buttons, hard black rubber buttons, white opaque glass buttons, and
porcelain buttons were among the many clothing accessories recovefed from the burials.
Where bossible, many of these buttons were dated according to their known times of
production. Hair accessories such as tortoise shell combs and rubber combs were aiso
among the personal artifacts recovered from the burials. Metal safety pins from five of
the burials were typed and given a temporal category.

When this impressive ensemble of artifacts are looked at together as a whole, an
interesting picture of life in the nineteenth and early twentieth century can begin to take
shape. In the following chapters, grave markers, coffin construction, and personal
artifacts are discussed in more detail, with emphasis on any temporally diagnostic
artifacts that can help contextually place the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery
within American mortuary trends. The burial practices and the social class and status of
these families can be interpreted through the artifacts and a better understanding of the

settlement period of Kentucky can be seen through the material record.

Grave Markers

In the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson cemetery, a manufactured headstone
accompanied twenty-two burials, and ten of these burials also had a manufactured
footstone, including o-ne that was broken (Figure 4.2). The gravestones were categorized
by type. The first type, called “Special or Unique,” was associated with four of the burials
(Figures 4.3-4.7 and Table 4.1). These gravestones were presented as anomalies to the

main types of gravestones, which were associated with the Vardeman and Stephenson
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families. The gravestones associated with the Vardeman and Stephenson families were
categorized as the “Vardeman” type and the “Stephenson” type of gravestones. The
“Vardeman” type of gravestone is long, covering the length of the burial, and the long
slab or ledger is placed on top of a platform made of dry lain stone (Figure 4.8 and Table
4.2). This is known as a box-tomb type of monument. The slabs were originally about
two feet above the ground, but over the years, they had been buried by soil deposits
which left them appearing as though they had been designed to sit flush with the ground.
The “Stephenson” type of headstone sits upright in the ground and has a baroque, curving
“design topped with a tympanum (Figures 4.9 and 4.10 and Table 4.3). Additional types
were the “Traditional” type and the “Monument” type. The “Traditional” type of
headstone was identified as having a simple rounded top (Figure 4.11 and Table 4.4),
while the “Monument” type was a sarcophagus shaped, solid one piece box-tomb (Figure
4.12 and Table 4.5)(Little 1998:14).

The headstones for Burials 32 (see Figure 4.6) and 41 (see Figure 4.7) were the
only stones that were signed by their carvers. Samuel Larimer from nearby Danville,
Kentucky carved the stone for Burial 41, while Fowler and Nevin of Louisville carved
the stone for Burial 32. Further research revealed that Samuel Larimer was an Irish
immigrant who started Danville Marble Works. In an effort to link these headstone types
to general historical trends in American grave markers, Ruth Little’s Sticks & Stones, a
history of cemeteries in North Carolina, was consulted (1998).

Many of the burials had been marked simply with one or two fieldstones. The
fieldstones were not marked and were placed at the head and the foot of most of the
burials. Twenty-two burials were marked by both a head fieldstone and a foot fieldstone
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(Table 4.6). Six burials were marked with only a head fieldstone, while two had a foot
fieldstone. Six of the burials that had manufactured headstones were also marked with
thege fieldstones, suggesting that the fieldstones were used as temporary markers for the
graves, until manufactured stones could be made or purchased. The graves that are still

marked with only the fieldstones were never replaced with manufactured headstones or

monuments.

Burial 22

Burial 22 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or
Unique” headstone due its design. The headstone reads: “John W. Holmes, 1850-1922”
in the center portion of the stone. The name Holmes also appears in large letters on the
base of the stone. The stone has a rounded edged top with a single flower carved along
that edge. The stone was carved to resemble a rolled out scroll on which the name of the
individual was written. The top of the headstone was separated from its base.

The overall measurements of the stone are: 2’117 in length, 1°3” in width, and 2”
in height. The stone is made of grey marble and is accompanied by a grey marble
footstone. The footstone is a rectangular block with the initials E.L.B; the footstone was

placed upside down.

Burial 23

Burial 23 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or

Unique” headstone due to its design. The headstone reads:

“WILLIE'T.



Sonof T.J & M E.
CHRISTERSON
BORN

Oct 29 1872
DIED

Mar. 29 1873

Farewell sweet babe"”

“Willie T.” appears in larger letters in a curved line at the top of the stone, while the
epitaph is located at the bottom portion of the sione. A reclining lamb, a common mid-
nineteenth century Gothic Revival symbol, is depicted in the center of the stone (Little
1998:25).

The overall shape of the stone is similar to the Baroque style of headstones
described by Little. The Baroque style of headstone dated from the eighteenth to early
nineteenth century and resembled the curved designs of Europe. Although this burial
dates to later in the nineteenth century, the headstone is still representative of the Baroque
style of headstone (Little 1998:12). The measurements of the stone are: 8” in length, 3” in
width, and 1°4” in height. The headstone is made of white marble and is not accompanied

by a footstone.

Burial 29
Burial 29 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or

Unique” headstone due to its design. The headstone reads:

“Sacred to

the hremory

of
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John R. Daws
Born Nov. 10 1850
Died

Aug 2, 1852

2" Son of John

& Malinda Daws
I* Grandson of
Morgan & Polly

VARDAMAN"

The stone is worn and the letters are not evenly spaced, resulting in some words
compacted to the edges of the headstone.

The stone is rectangular in form and originally stood upright. The shape of the
stone is similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The rectangular headstone is
a Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are: 1°2” in length, 2%2” in width,
and 2°2%” in height. The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a plain

fieldstone footstone.

Burial 31

Burial 31 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Monument”
type of headstone, which is a sarcophagus style of headstone. The headstone reads:
“Sacred to the

Memory of
EPHRAIM PENNINGTON

HOMES (sic)
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Born June 24 1841
Died Sept. 3 1852

I*" Son of Samuel &
ELIZA HOLMES
Never shall I forget
those eyes

that beamed so kind

so full of love

And whilste lean upon
the skies.

Me thinks thou beconds
me above

me thinks I hear thy
voice so sweef

steal on my ear as once
it did

O god prepare me soon
{o meet

that lovely form that's

from me hid"

The stone is worn and a few of the words are misspelled; the ‘Z’ in Eliza is backwards.
The stone is rectangular in form and rested on foundation stones. The shape of the
stone is similar to one described by in Sticks & Stones. The rectangular headstone is a
Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became pbpular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are: 4’ in length, 1°5” in width, and

- 1% thick. The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a fieldstone headstone.
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Burial 32

Burial 32 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or

Unique” headstone due to its design. The headstone reads:

“SAMUEL HOLMES
BORN

Aug. 26, 1814

DIED

Aug. 4, 1872

What to us is life without thee,
Darkness and despair alone;
When with sighs, we seek fo find thee,

This tomb proclaims that thou art

.

gone.”

A freemason symbol with a ‘G’ in the center is above the name of the individual.

The stone is curved at the top. The overall measurements of the stone are: 1’5 in
‘length, 3%” in width, and 3°5” in height. The stone is made of white marble and is
accompanied by a curved white marble footstone marked with “S.H.” The footstone
measures 4” in length, 1% in width, and 6%.” in height (measured from the ground).

The marble cutting company that crafted Samuel Holmes’ monument engraved
their company name, “Fowler & Nevin, Lou KY,” on the base of the stone. Fowler &
Nevin were an active marble cutting firm in Louisville, Kentucky from 1870 to 1872.

F.A. Fowler joined John Nevin in his already established marble cutting business in 1871,

and they set up their shop on Chestnut Street. It is interesting to note the expense that
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would have gone into the Holmes’ acquisition of the stone. Louisville is a considerable
distance from Lincoln County, and both the time and effort involved in making the stone

and taking it to the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery would have been enormous

in 1872.

Burial 34

Burial 34 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Traditional”

headstone due to its rounded top design. The headstone reads:

“David M. Stephenson

Born

Apr. 51819

Died

Apr. 24 1863
The stone is broken in half one and a half feet from the top.

The stone has a rounded top, which is similar to the Neoclassical Revival style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The segmental arch headstone became

~popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are:

1°2” in length, 1%” in width, and 2’5" in height. The stone is made of white marble and is
accompanied by a white marble footstone marked wi.th “D.M.S.” The footstone measures

4” in length, 1%4” in width, and 7” in height.

Burial 35
Burial 35 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Traditional”

headstone due to its rounded top design. The headstone reads:
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“"HANNAH B. STEPHENSON
Born

Sept. 20, 1841

DIED

Dec. 22, 1861"

The stone has a rounded top, which is similar to the Neoclassical Revival style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The segmental arch headstone became
popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are:
1°2” in length, 1%2” in width, and 2°4” in height. The stone is made of white marble and is
accompanied by a rounded top white marble footstone marked with “H.B.S.” The

measurements of the footstone are: 4” in length, 1%” in width, and 8” in height.

Burial 36
Burial 36 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”

type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type

was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:

“MARTHA A. STEPHENSON
was born June 6, 1828
Departed this life July 15"

1844”

The bottom of the stone is roughly finished and the height of the stone is very tall.
The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of

headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became

15



-popular during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The
overall measurements of the stone are: 1°5” in length, 3%2” in width, and 2°6'2” in height.
The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a limestone footstone marked with

“M.A.S.” The overall measurements of the footstone are: 1’ in length, 2'4” in width, and

1’2 in height.

Burial 37
Burial 37 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone

type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:

“SACRED

To the memory of

Polly Vardeman

Born April I*, 1781

Married to Morgan Vardeman
Jan 28", 1792

Departed this life

October 1", 1844"

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the ledger is
similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The rectangular headstone is a
Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the ledger stone are: 6’ in length, 2°6” in

" width, and 3” thick. The ledger sits approximately 1’5 above the ground on a dry lain
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_limestone base. The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a plain fieldstone

footstone.

Burial 38

Burial 38 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone

type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:

“WILLIAM VARDEMAN
Born June 5™ 1807

Died July 1(?)th 1846”

The stone was broken in two places.

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the stone is
similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The ledger is a Neoclassical Revival
style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall
measurements of the ledger are: 6’17 in length, 2’5" in width, and 3” thick. The ledger
rests approximately 8” above the ground on a dry lain limestone base. The box-tomb is

not accompanied by a footstone.

Burial 39

Burial 39 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone
type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:
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“MORGAN VARDEMAN
Born December 16"
1767

Died July 30" 1847

The stone was broken in half.

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the stone is
similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The ledger is a Neoclassical Revival
style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall
-measurements of the stone are: 6’1%” in length, 2’5” in width, and 3” in height. The
ledger rests approximately 1’1 above the ground on a dry lain limestone base. The stone

is made of grey limestone and is not accompanied by a footstone.

Burial 41

Burial 41 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or

Unique” headstone due to its design. The headstone reads:

“OUR FATHER
LINDSAY STEPHENSON
Born

Mar. 25, 1792

Died

Feb. 10, 1870

S. Larimer

Danville”
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The stone is well preserved and was still attached to its base. The last two lines are the
stone carver’s mark and they were located on the bottom right hand side of the stone.
Samuel Larimer, the carver of the headstone, was an immigrant from Ireland who owned
the Danville Marble Works in Danville, Kentucky. According to the 1880 Census,
Samuel Larimer lived on Main Street in Danville, with his wife, five daughters, and three
sons. Larimer immigrated to Danville in the 1850s and established the Danville Marble
Works in 1857 (Figure 4.13). Larimer was a relatively wealthy man, owning a combined

$4400 of real estate and personal property in 1870 (Boyle County, U.S. Population

Census, 1880).

The overall shape of the stone is similar to the Baroque style of headstones
described by Little. The Baroque style of headstone dated from the eighteenth to early
nineteenth century and resembled the curved designs of Europe. Although this burial
dates to later in the nineteenth century, the headstone is still representative of the Baroque
style of headstone (Little 1998:12). The measurements of the headstone are: 1’8'2” in
length, 3” in width, and 3°8'%” in height. The headstone is made of marble and is not
accompanied by a footstone, although the base of a footstone remains. The footstone base

measures 11%” x 8'%4” with a slot to insert the footstone in measuring 7% x 2”.

Burial 42

Burial 42 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”
type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type
was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:
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“Ann E. Stephenson
Was born Dec. 28" 1810

Departed this life March 20", 1846”

The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
popular during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The
overall measurements of the stone are: 1’5" in length, 3% in width, and 2’1" in height.
The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a limestone footstone marked with

- “A.E.S.” The footstone measures 1°3%” in length, 3” in width, and 11” in height.

Burial 43
Burial 43 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”

type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type

was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:

“INFANT DAUGHTER
of L. & Ann E. Stephenson

born without life 1837"

Tﬁe bottom of the stone is roughly finished.

The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
popular during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The
overall measurements of the stone are: 1°2” wide, 3” thick, and 1°9%” tall. The stone is

made of limestone and is accompanied by a limestone footstone marked with “I.D.” The
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footstone was also left unfinished at the bottom, and its design resembles the design of

the headstone. The footstone measures 1” wide, 3” thick, and 1’3 tall.

Burial 44

Burial 44 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Traditional”

headstone due to its rounded top design. The headstone reads:

“ELIZA E. STEPHENSON
Born

Oct 15 18(7)39

DIED

May 16 1862.

Side by side thou art gently sleeping”
The stone is broken in half at the top. An ornamental line separates the date from the
Verse.

The stone has a rounded top, which is similar to the Neoclassical Revival style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The segmental arch headstone became
popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the headstone are:
1°2%” wide, 2V thick, and 1°10%” tall. The stone is made of marble and is not

accompanied by a footstone.

Burial 47
Burial 47 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”

type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type

was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:
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“(AN)N (1) STEPHENSON

was born Mar (14) 18(11?)

departed this life Sep.

(10" 18(14)"
The bottom of the stone is unfinished.

The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
popular during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The

overall measurements of the stone are: 1°1” wide, 3” thick, and 1°2” tall. The stone is

-made of limestone and is accompanied by a broken footstone.

Burial 48

Burial 48 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”
type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type

was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:

“HANNAH E. STEPHENSON
was born March 21"
1835 Departed this life

Feb 14" 1837”

The stone is worn and broken in half towards the base.
The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of
- headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
popular during the eighteenth and ez.n'ly nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The

overall measurements of the headstone are: 1°3%” wide, 3% thick, and 1’4" tall. The
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stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a limestone footstone marked with
“H.E.S.” The footstone is also a “Stephenson” type of footstone, which resembles the
“Stephenson” headstone. It measures 1’ wide, 3” thick, and 11” tall (above ground). The

footstone was also broken at its base.

Burial 50

Burial 50 is associated with a box-tomb, consisting of a limestone ledger resting
on a dry lain limestone base. This box-tomb is most likely a “Vardeman” type of grave
- marker, however, the inscription on the ledger is illegible due to the weathering of the
stone. The box-tomb is relatively small and may have been a child’s grave marker. The
overall measurements of the ledger are 4’ 2% in length, 1° 11” in width, and 2” thick.

The ledger is raised approximately 1’ 6%2” above the ground.

Burial 51

Burial 51 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone

type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:

“SACRED

To the memory of
Polly Vardeman
Born April 25" 1808
Married

Jerern;'ah Vardeman

March 12" 1829
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Died May 30", 1842
I** Daughter of

Jesse & Elizabeth
Coffee”

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the ledger is
similar to one described by M. Ruth Little in Sticks & Stones. The ledger is a
Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are: 6’1 in length, 2°5%2” in width,

-and 3” in height. The ledger rests 1°6” above ground. The stone is made of limestone and

is not accompanied by a footstone.

Burial 52
Burial 52 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Monument”

type of headstone, which is a sarcophagus style of headstone. The headstone reads:
“Second Son
Samuel &
Eliza Holmes
born July 28
1843
Died Aug 11
1843"

" The stone is weathered and the top corners are broken off.
The stone is rectangular in form and rested on foundation stones. The shape of the

stone is similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The rectangular headstone is
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a Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are: 2°11%4” in length, 1°%” in

width, and 1°%” high. The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a fieldstone

headstone and footstone.

Burial 53

Burial 53 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone

type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:

“JOHN CHRISTOPHER
Second Son of

Jeremiah & Polly Vardaman
Born April 8, 1833

Died Oct. 16, 1849”

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the stone is
similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The ledger is a Neoclassical Revival
style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall
measurements of the stone are: 5°8” in length, 2°1%” in width, and 2" thick. The ledger
rests 11'%” above the ground on a dry lain limestone base; The stone is made of limestone

and is accompanied by a fieldstone headstone and footstone.
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-Burial 57
Burial 57 is associated with a small, child-sized box-tomb of an indeterminate
individual. This box-tomb is most likely a “Vardeman” type of grave marker, although it
is not clear who was buried there. It is situated next to the other Vardeman family box-
tombs, so this suggests Vardeman was buried there. Only parts of the inscription on the
ledger are legible, and they read: “In Memory of --- the --- of ---.” The overall
measurements of the ledger are: 3°3%” in length, 1°8%” in width, and 2%." thick. The

limestone ledger is rested on a dry lain limestone base that is approximately 1’17 above

the ground.

Coffin Construction and Hardware

This section of Chapter 4 describes the artifacts recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery that are associated with the construction of the coffins
or caskets. The materials are presented buriél by burial. The contents of each burial are
described in the order in which the caskets or coffins would have been built: from the
outside (wood, nails, hinges, viewing glass, etc.) to the inside (coffin lining). A full

analysis of the artifacts, by James Davidson, can be found in Appendix X.

Burial 1
Burial 1 contains the remains of a 38-year-old adult male. The name of the

individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware and
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viewing window glass analysis, Burial 1 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 1 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and
textiles (Figure 4.14).

Burial 1 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.3 x 2.1 ft. The casket
lid was still present and had collapsed, resting on the remains of the individual. The
casket wood was fairly well preserved. Twenty-six pieces of casket wood were recovered
from Burial 1, ranging in size from .7 cm to 6.7 cm, and identified e;s sugar maple.
Thirty-five wire nails were recovered along the edges of the casket, suggesting a post
1880 date.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 1 along the long edges of the
casket. The handles are designated Handie Type 1. The handles are a double lug,
swingbail type, and they are made of a white metal. No matches of this handle type were
found in other historic cemeteries, catalogs, or patents. Handle Type 1 was also recovered
from Burial 4.

Seven thumbscrews were found at Burial 1 and they were divided into two types.
Thumbscrews were used to secure the lid to the body of the casket and served as
ornamentation as well. The first, Thumbscrew Type 1, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made
of white metal. Two historic cemetery matches of this thumbscrew type were found at
Freedman’s Cemetery Type 59, dating to 1906, and Ridley Graveyard Type 2A, dating
ca. 1910. No other matches of this thumbscrew type were found, including in catalogs
and design patents. Thumbscrew Type 1 was also recovered from Burials 5, 15, 18, and
| 39,
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The other type of thumbscrew recovered from Burial 1 is designated as
Thumbscrew Type 2. It is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal. One probable
match of this type of thumbscrew was located at Freedman’s Cemetery Type 86, dating
to 1903. Thumbscrew Type 2 was also found in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket
Company catalog of 1905. No design patents were found pertaining to this thumbscrew
type.

A type of escutcheon was recovered from Burial 1 that can be associated with
Thumbscrew Type 9. Escutcheons are decorative plates through which the thumbscrew is
placed. It has been designated as a Type 1 Escutcheon; it is made of white metal. A
match of this type of escutcheon was located at Freedman’s Cemetery Type 57 in Burial
7, dating from 1902 to 1906. A match was also found in the Chattanooga Coffin &
Casket Company catalog of 1905. No design patent for this type of escutcheon was
found. Type 1 Escutcheon was also recovered from Burial 16 and possibly from Burial
15.

A second type of escutcheon was recovered from Burial 1. This Type 2
Escutcheon is made of cuprous struck up foil. A match of this type of escutcheon was
located at Freedman’s Cemetery Type 59 in Burial 8, dating from 1885 to 1899 and 1906.
Eight catalog matches of this type of escutcheon were found including the C. Sidney
Norris & Company catalog dating to ca. 1875, the Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog
dating to 1881, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No
design patents were found of this escutcheon type.

Four _tacks, identified as Type 4 Ornamental Tack, were recovered from Burial 1.
Ornamental tacks were usually attached to the edge of a coffin lid (Davidson 1999:546).
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Made of cuprous struck up foil, the tack was matched to one other historic cemetery:
Freedman’s Cemetery, dating from 1885 to 1899 and 1900 to 1905. Type 4 Ornamental
Taf:k was also matched in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905.

One plaque was recovered from Burial 1. The plaque is designated as a Plaque
Type 1. The plaque is made of white metal and its form is an open scroll or ribbon. The
plaque is engraved with the words “At Rest.” Plaque Type 1 was matched to another
plaque found at Freedman’s Cemetery, dating to 1905 and 1907. A virtually identical
match was also found in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. R.
H. Burr patented the basic form of this plaque type January 4, 1876.

Ninety-four broken fragments of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 1.
They were located on the uppet portion of tl;e individual’s remains. The Moir date
calculated for the viewing glass for Burial 1 is 1918.

Burial 1, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from
sugar maple and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews, escutcheons, and
a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. Tacks were used to secure the textile lining
of the casket and a viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for

the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 2

Burial 2 contains the remains of a 19-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 2 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
2 were recovered, including mortuary hardware (Figure 4.15).
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Burial 2 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7.4 x 1.87 ft. The casket
wopd was in fair to poor condition. Thirty-five pieces of casket wood was recovered from
Burial 2, ranging in size from .8 to 12.1 cm, and identified as a softwood. Seventy-one
wire nails were recovered along the four edges of the casket, suggesting a post 1880 date.

Four casket handles were recovered from Burial 2 along the edges of the casket.
The handles are designated Handle Type 2. The handles are a double lug, swingbail type
of handle and they are made of a white metal. Matches of Handle Type 2 were located at
two historic cemeteries: Ridley Graveyard in Tennessee, dating ca. 1900 and ca. 1910,
and Millwood Plantation Cemetery in South Carolina, with no date available. An exact
match of this type of casket handle was also found in the Chattanooga Coffin & casket
Company catalog of 1905. A patent of the general motif of this handle type was given
February 19, 1887; C. L. Neiberg invented it.

Four outer box, or vault, handles were also recovered from Burial 2. Designated
as Outer Box Handle Type 1, this handle is made of iron and is a single lug, swingbail
‘handle. Further analysis matched this handle type to Burial 1 of Freedman’s Cemetery,
‘which dates to 1904, as well as to Cedar Grove Cemetery dating from 1910 to 1915, and
the Calhoun Collection dating from 1894 to 1926. Eight catalogs contained this handle
type, including the Sargent & Company catalog of 1871, 1874, and 1888, as well as the
Montgomery Ward catalog dating from 1894 to 1895. No design patents pertaining to this
handle type were found.

Two different types of thumgscrews were recovered from Burial 2. The first,
Thumbscrew Type 3, is a flat-bodied decorative thumbscrew made of white metal.
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Matches to this thumbscrew type were located at several historic cemeteries including
Freedman’s Cemetery (1902-1907), Texas State Cemetery (1907; 1908), Nancy Creek
Cemetery in Georgia (1900-1918), and Redfield Cemetery in Georgia (1900+). Two
catalogs also contained matches to Thumbscrew Type 3, the St. Louis Coffin Company
catalog of 1901 and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No
design patents were found pertaining to this thumbscrew type.

The other type of thumbscrew recovered from Burial 2 is Thumbscrew Type 4.
This is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of iron. A possible match to Thumbscrew Type 4
was found at the Elgin Burying Ground in Illinois; this match dates to 1887. The Paxson,
Comfort & Company catalog of 1886 also exhibits a match to this thumbscrew and the
catalog refers to this screw as “Japanned Box Screws.” No design patents were found
pertaining to this thumbscrew type.

Six escutcheon plates related to the thumbscrews were recovered from Burial 2.
They are designated as a Type 3 Escutcheon and they are made of white metal. This type
of escutcheon has also been found at Freedman’s Cemetery (1905-1907), Nancy Creek
Cemetery (1900-1910), and the Calhoun Collection (1894-1926). The catalogs of the St.
Louis Coffin Corﬂpany (1901), the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company (1905), and
the Schmidt Manufacturing Company (ca. 1920) all contain matches of the Type 3
Escutcheon. No design patents were found pertaining to this type of escutcheon.

Forty-five tacks used to secure the casket’s lining were recovered from Burial 2.
Of these, two different types of ornamental tacks were identified. The first, Type 1
Ornamental Tack, contains a highly intricate design with a star-shaped stud in the center.
It is made of cuprous struck up foil. Matches to the Type 1 Ornamental Tack were
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located at two historic cemeteries: Freedman’s Cemetery (1901- 1907) and Texas State
Cemetery (1907). This type of ornamental tack was also found in four catalogs including
the W. D. Wilmarth & Company catalog of 1894 and the Chicago Coffin Company
catalog of 1896. No design patents were found pertaining to the Type 1 Ornamental Tack.

The Type 2 Ornamental Tack also recovered from Burial 2 is a diamond-studded
tack with a dome center made of cuprous stuck up foil. Matches to the Type 2
Ornamental Tack were located at two historic cemeteries: Freedman’s Cemetery (1901-
1907) and Texas State Cemetery (1907). Many catalogs contained matches to this type of
ornamental tack including the Taylor & Company catalog of 1871, the Sargent &
Company catalog of 1871, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company of 1905. No
('iesign patents were found pertaining to the Type 2 Ornamental Tack, although its form is
establishéd in the diamond screw patent of 1862.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 2, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3. Corrugated fasteners were used to join two -
pieces of wood. This type of fastener was matched in six different historic cemeteries,

.including Elko Switch Cemetery in Alabama, dating ca. 1895 and Blackburn Cemetery in
Tennessee, dating from 1900 to 1925. Three catalog matches were also found: McIntosh
Huntington Co. Hardware Catalog in 1900, Buffalo Hardware Company catalog in 1910,
and Shapleigh’s General Hardware Catalog in 1920. The patent of the fastener is Ultility #
300, 536, and its inventor was A. H. Walker; the patent was granted June 17, 1884.
‘Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 was also recovered from several other burials at the

Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.
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One plaque was recovered from Burial 2. The plaque is designated as Plaque
Type 2. The plaque is made of white metal and it has a floral border motif. The plaque is
engraved with the words “At Rest.” Thelearliest date that this type of plaque is known to
appear is in a 1901 St. Louis Coffin Company catalog. Two matches were also found at
Freedman’s Cemetery and they date from 1904 to 1907. No design‘ patents were found
pertaining to this type of plaque.

Burial 2, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from a
soft wood and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews, escutcheons, and a
plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. Tacks were used to secure the textile lining

of the casket..

Burial 3

Burial 3 contains the remains of an 11-year-old male. The name of the individual
and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis, Burial 3
dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 3 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.16).

Burial 3 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 5.4 x 1.4 ft. Thirty-five
pieces of casket wood was recovered from Burial 3, ranging in size from 1.2 to 6.5 cm,
and identified as a softwood. Two types of wood from Burial 3 could not be identified.
Twenty-five cut nails dating prior to 1880 and five wire nails dating after 1880 were
recovered from the casket area.
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Eight casket handles were recovered from Burial 3. Designated Handle Type 3,
these are known as double lug, swingbail handles and they are made of white metal.
Handle Type 3 is also found in Freedman’s Cemetery, dating from 1901 to 1903, and
Elgin Burying Ground, which dates after 1884. Very similar casket handles were located
in several catalogs including the H. E. Taylor & Company catalog of 1871, the Zanesville
Coffin Company catalog of 1880, and the Columbus Coffin Company catalog of 1882.
No design patents were found pertaining to this handle type.

Three thumbscrews, designated as Thumbscrew Type 5, were recovered from the
casket. This is a flat-bodied type of thumbscrew made of white metal. This type of
thumbscrew was matched to five different catalogs including the Sargent & Company
catalog of 1888, the Belknap & Company catalog of 1901, and the Chattanooga Coffin &
Casket Company catalog of 1905. No other matches were found, including from other
historic cemeteries and in any design patents. Thumbscrew Type 5 was also recovered
from Burial 4.

Three escutcheon plates related to the thumbscrews reco-vered from Burial 3 have

“been designated as Type 4 Escutcheons. This type of escutcheon has the same design
motif as Thumbscrew Type 5 and is also made of white metal. This typerof Escutcheon is
also found at a burial at Freedman’s Cemetery, which dates to 1906. Two catalogs
contain this type of escutcheon: the Harrisburg Burial Case Company catalog, ca. 1890,
and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No design patents were
found pertaining to the Type 4 Escutcheon.

One caplifter was recovered from Burial 3. Caplifters acted as decorative knobs
that were used to pull open the coffin lid or wooden viewing window panel. Designated
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as Caplifter Type 6, it has a round knob form that is upholstered with cloth. It may be
made of wood. The earliest known appearance of this type of caplifter is a May 9, 1882,
patent by D. Avery. This patent is the first one for textile covered thumbscrews or
caplifters, and is very similar to Caplifter Type 6.

Seven broken pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 3. The Moir
date calculated for the viewing glass for Burial 3 is 1979, clearly at odds with the other
diagnostic artifacts from the burial.

Burial 3, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained a casket constructed from a
softwood and secured with both wire and cut nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,
escutcheons, and a caplifter decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head”

of the casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 4

Burial 4 contains the remains of a 33-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware and
viewing window glass analysis, Burial 4 dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 4 were recovered, including mortuary hardware. The
burial had been disturbed, with some artifacts scattered and/or exposed at the surface
(Figure 4.17).

Burial 4 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.3 x 2.4

ft. The wood was very poorly preserved and an analysis could not be conducted on the
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‘wood for this burial. Six cut nails dating prior to 1880 and six wire nails dating to after
1880 were recovered from Burial 4.

One casket handle was recovered from Burial 4, lying on the lower portion of the
individual’s remains, indicating the burial had been disturbed. The handle is designated
Handle Type 1. It is a double lug, swingbail type of handle and is made of a white metal.
No matches of this handle type were found in other historic cemeteries, catalogs, or
patents. Handle Type 1 was also recovered at Burial 1.

One thumbscrew, designated as Thumbscrew Type S5, was recovered from the
casket. This is a flat-bodied type of thumbscrew made of white metal (see Burial 3).

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 4, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One metal escutcheon pin, possibly made of brass or copper, was also recovered
from Burial 4. Escutcheon pins secured the escutcheon plates to the coffin lid.

Nineteen pieces of a viewing glass, scattered at the surface, were recovered from

"Burial 4. The Moir date calculated for the viewing glass for Burial 4 is 1903.

Burial 4, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained a casket construct_ed from an
unidentifiable wood and secured with wire and cut nails. Casket handles and
thumbscrews decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket

provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.
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- Burial 5

Burial 5 contains the remains of a 43-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 5 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
5 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.18).

Burial 5 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6 x 2 ft.
Sixty-five pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 1.0 to 10.5 cm, were identified as
southern yellow pine. Seven wire nails and many wire nail fragments were recovered
from the casket area of Burial 5, suggesting a date after 1880.

A casket handle was recovered from the casket area of Burial 5. It has been
designated as possibly Handle Type 15. This is a double lug, shortbar handle made of
white metal. This handle type was also recovered from Freedman’s Cemetery and dates
to 1906. Two catalogs also contained matches for Handle Type 15: the Chattanooga
Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905 and the Schmidt Manufacturing Company

~catalog, ca. 1910. No design patents pertaining to this casket handle type were located.

Two thumbscrews were recovered from the casket of Burial 5. The first,
Thumbscrew Type 1, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal (see Burial 1).

One thumbscrew, designated as Type 6, was recovered from Burial 5. This isa
wire typé of thumbscrew made of iron. This type of thumbscrew was matched to another
thumbscrew found in Burial 78 in Redfield Cemetery in Georgia, dating to after 1900.

The earliest known match of this thumbscrew type found in a catalog is in a Victor
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Casket Hardware Company No. 6 catalog out of Galesburg, Illinois, dating to 1959.
Thumbscrew Type 6 was also recovered from Burials 8, 9,11, 22, 60, and 62.

Type 4 Ornamental Tack, a plain copper disc or dome, was recovered from Burial
5. This type of ornamental tack was used to secure the textile lining of the casket. Made
of cuprous struck up foil, the tack was matched to one other historic cemetery:
freedman’s Cemetery, dating from 1885 to 1899 and 1900 to 1905. Type 4 Ornamental
Tack was also matched in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905.
This ornamental tack was also recovered from Burials 1 and 66.

An indeterminate casket plaque was also recovered from Burial 5. It reads “At
Rest?”

Burial 5, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,

ornamentals tacks, and a plaque decorated the casket.

Burial 5a

Burial 5a contains the remains of an indeterminate adult. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial Sa dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
5a were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.19).

Burial Sa contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.3 x 2.3 ft. Two -pieces

of casket wood, ranging in size from 3.0 to 18.5 cm, were identified as yellow poplar.
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Several unidentifiable cut nail fragments were also recovered from the casket area,
generally dating prior to 1880.

A possible coffin screw was recovered from Burial 5a, and its type could not be
identified due to poor preservation. It is made of white metal. Coffin screws were similar
to an ordinary screw and were used to fasten the lid to the coffin.

Burial 5a, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from yellow
poplar and secured with cut nails. The only other piece of hardware recovered from the

burial was a possible coffin screw.

Burial 6

Burial 6 contains the remains of a child under one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 6 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 6 were
recovered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.20).

Burial 6 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 3.25 x 1.25 ft. The
condition of the casket wood was too decayed to have an analysis conducted. Thirty-six
cut nails were recovered from Burial 6 and they generally date to before 1900.

Burial 6, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

unidentifiable wood and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from

Burial 6.
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Burial 7

Burial 7 contains the remains of a child under one year old. The name of the
ind@vidual and the datc of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 7 dates prior to 1900. Artifacts associated with Burial 7 were recovered, including
some nails and personal artifacts (Figure 4.21).

The burial container from Burial 7 is not known, and no mortuary hardware was
recovered. Nine cut nail fragments, generally dating prior to 1900 were recovered from
Burial 7.

- Burial 7, which dates prior to 1900, contained an indeterminate burial container

and it was secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from Burial 7.

Burial 8

Burial 8 contains the remains of a 43-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 8 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
8 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figt_lre 4.22).

Burial 8 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 x 2.5 ft. One hundred
and ﬂfty pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 1.8 to 201.0 cm, were analyzed to
determine wood type. Three different types of wood used to make the casket. Most of the

plank samples were identified as yellow poplar, but American chestnut and southern
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yellow pine were also identified. Two hundred and fifty wire nails were recovered at the
west end of Burial 8, dating to post 1880.

Seven pieces of a textile impression in an unknown material were recovered from
the casket, and were designated Textile 8-A. This fabric functioned most likely as a lining
for the casket. The fragments are a rickrack-like decorative edging that left an impression
in a tan, unknown material and the original fabric apparently disintegrated. The pieces
measured approximately 4 mm wide and 9 to 14 cm in length. The lining was secured
with the forty-nine tacks that were also recovered from the burial.

Eight casket handles, seven rail pieces, and five end caps were recovered from
Burial 8. Three handles at regular one-foot intervals were attached to the top edge of
each long side of the casket. One handle was at the west end of the casket, while another
was at the corresponding east end of the casket. The handles are designated as Handle
Type 4. The handle is made of iron and steel and its form is known as a single lug, short
bar. Further analysis did not reveal any matches of the handle in patents or catalogs, so an
exact date of the introduction of this handle type is not known. However, the general

-form, motif, and material of the handle are consistent with a post-1900 origin.

Two thumbscrews, designated as Type 6, were recovered at the western end of the
casket. This is a wire type of thumbscrew made of iron (see Burial 5).

Eight hinges were recovered from Burial 8 at the north and west ends of the
casket. They have been designated as a Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5. These casket lid
hinges are made of iron and were also recovered in Burials 11 and 12. Burial 12 has a
known interment date of 1944. No other matches to Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5
were found, including other historic cemetery sites, catalog references, or utility patents.
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A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 8, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One plaque was recovered from Burial 8. The plaque is designated as Plaque
Type 3. The plaque is most likely made of chrome-plated steel and its form is an art deco
geometric design. The plaque is engraved with the words “At Rest.” The earliest date that
this type of plaque is known to appear is in a 1947 Parsons Casket Hardware Company
catalog. No other matches of this plaque were found, including other historic cemetery
sites and any design patents.

Burial 8, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained-a casket constructed primarily
from yellow poplar and secured with wire nails. Hinges secured the lid. Casket handles,
thumbscrews, and a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. Tacks were used to

secure the decorative textile lining of the casket.

Burial 9

Burial 9 contains the remains of a 53-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 9 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
9 were‘recovered, including mortuary hardware and some personal artifacts (Figure 4.23).

Burial 9 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 x 2.2 ft.
Seventy-three pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.3 to 16.5 cm, were analyzed
to determine wood type. The outer casket wood was identified as southern yellow pine.
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The wood from the shaft lining was identified as American chestnut. One hundred and
thirteen wire nails were also recovered from Burial 9, suggesting a date after 1880.

Eight casket handles, seven end caps, and 86 rail fragments were recovered from
Burial 9. The handles have been identified as Handle Type 5 or possibly Handle Type 6
(see description under Burial 10). This type of casket handle is a single lug, extension bar
made of iron/steel. No matches to this handle type were found at other historic cemetery
excavations, or in catalogs and design patents. However, the general form, motif, and
material type indicate a post-1900 origin.

Two outer box, or vault, handles were also recovered from Burial 9. Outer box
handles were used for the outer box, or shipping box in which the coffin was placed.
Designated as Outer Box Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle
form. Further analysis matched this handle type to Burial 9 of Freedman’s Cemetery
Handle Type 38, which dates from 1904 to 1906. Five catalogs were found with this
handle type: Chicago Coffin Company, 1896; St. Louis Coffin Company, 1901;
Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company, 1905; Dominion Manufactures, Ltd., post 1906
~(possibly circa 1920); and Victor Casket Hardware Company, 1959. A possible match to
" a utility patent was also found. William S. Thayer invented utility #319,642 and the
patent date is June 9, 1885. This outer box, or vault, handle type was also recovered from
Burial 14.

Four thumbscrews, designated as Thumbscrew Type 6, were recovered from the
west and east ends of the long sides of the casket. This is a wire type of thﬁmbécrew

made of iron (see Burial 5).
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Two thumbscrews used to attach a white metal plaque were recovered from Burial
9. The plaque was found resting on the individual’s remains. [dentified as Thumbscrew
Type 19, they are made of white metal and have a disc-shaped form. Thumbscrew Type
19 was matched to Caplifter Type 34 (also a thumbscrew), which was recovered from the
Freedman’s Cemetery; it dates from 1885 to 1899. Possible matches were located in the
following three catalogs: H. E. Taylor & Company catalog from 1875; Meriden Britannia
catalog from 1880; and Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog from 1881.
One plaque, found resting on the individual’s remains, was recovered from Burial
9. It has been designated as Plaque Type 4. Itis a rectangular plaque made of white
metal, with a plain border and a fine line background. It reads “At Rest.” No matches
were located for this plaque, including other historic cemetery excavations, catalogs, and
design patents. A date could be drawn from the thumbscrews (Thumbscrew Type 19)
used to fasten the plaque, which date from the late nineteenth century.

Eight white metal decorative corners were recovered from Burial 9 at the
corresponding corners of the casket wood. They have been designated Decorative Corner

Type 1. The decorative corners are attributed to a similar form of decorative corners
found in the Parsons Casket Hardware company catalog of 1947. The hardware from this
catalog is described as “Acanthus Trim.” No other matches to Decorative Corner Type 1
were located, including from other historic cemeteries and design patents;

Six latches, associated with the casket lid, were recovered from Burial 9. They are
designated as Latch Type 1. Itis a two-piece construction made of iron with a japanned
finish. Matches to this type of latch were located from other historic cemetery
excavations including Freedman’s Cemetery (1902-1907), Elko Switch (ca. 1905), and
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Nancy Creek Cemetery in Georgia (1903-1920). A utility patent dated April 16, 1889, by
William Sparks can be attributed to this type of latch.

Burial 9, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and secured with wire nails. Latches were used to secure the casket
lid. Casket handles, thumbscrews, metal corner pieces, and a plaque with “At Rest”

decorated the casket.

Burial 10

Burial 10 contains the remains of a 38-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
10 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated witﬁ Buriél- 10
were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.24).

Burial 10 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.9 x 2.8 ft. One hundred
and twelve wire nails dating after 1880 were recovered .from Burial 10. |

One complete casket handle, three end caps, and two short £ails wére recoveréd
from Burial 10. Designated Handle Type 6, the casket handle is a single lug extension
made of iron/steel. No references to this handle type were located, including from other
historic cemeteries, catalogs, and design patents. However, the general form, motif, and
material type are all consistent with a post-1900 origin. Handle Type 6 may also be the

identification of the casket handles recovered from Burial 9.
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Seven outer box, or vault, handles were also recovered from Burial 10.
Designated as Outer Box Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle
form (see Burial 9).

Two different types of casket latches (four total latches) were recovered from
Burial 10. One latch, associated with the casket lid, was recovered from Burial 10. It is
designated as Latch Type 1. It is a two-piece construction made of iron with a japanned
finish (see Burial 9).

Latch Type 2, also recovered from Burial 10, is associated with casket lid and
viewing window. Since no viewing window glass was recovered from the burial, the
latch was most likely used to secure the casket lid. It is a two-piece, spring-loaded
iron/steel latch with a japanned finish. A match to this latch type was recovered from
Burial 6 at Freedman’s Cemetery and it dates from 1902 to 1905. A utility patent was

- also matched to Latch Type 1. The patent was granted March 25, 1890 and was invented
by Albert E. Palmer.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 10, has been

-designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3. Two of these fasteners were found just north
of the individual’s skull (see Burial 2).

One plaque was recovered from inside the casket area, lying on the north side of
the individual’s remains. Slightly deteriorated, the plaque is in two separate pieces, and
the border is no longer present. The plaque is made of white metal and has “Father”

_engraved on it. Since no decoration or form can be determined, no 1'eferences to the date

of this plaque were applicable.
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Burial 10, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with wire nails. Two types of latches and another type of
fastener were also used in the construction of the casket. Casket handles and a plaque

with “Father” decorated the casket.

Burial l I

Burial 11 contains the remains of a 53-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known. A variety of artifacts associated with
Burial 11 were recovered, including mortuary hardware; based on hardware analysis,
Burial 11 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950 (Figure 4.25).

Burial 11 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.4 x 2.9 ft. Eleven
pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.1 to 10.9 cm, were identified as southern
yellow pine. Thirty-six wire nails were also recovered from Burial 11 and they date to
after 1880. Twenty-eight cut nails, possibly dating before 1880, were also recovered from
Burial 11.

Eight casket handles and 19 rail pieces were recovered from Burial 11.
Designated Handle Type 7, they are a single lug, short bar handle made of iron. No
matches of this handle type could be located from other historic rccmetery sites, catalogs,
or in any design patents. However, the general form, motif, and material type are all

consistent with a post-1900 origin.
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One thumbscrew, designated as Thumbscrew Type 6, was recovered from the
casket area. This is a wire type of thumbscrew made of iron (see Burial 5).

One latch was recovered from Burial 11. Type 6 Latch is a rectangular, spring
loa&ed iron latch with a thumb lever. An identical match to this latch type was recovered
from Burial 26 at Freedman’s cemetery, which dates from 1900 to 1907. A utility patent
for this exact latch type was granted November 26, 1889.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 11, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One hinge was recovered from Burial 11. It has been designated as a
Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5. This casket lid hinge device is madé of iron and was
also recovered from Burials 8 and 12. Burial 12 has a known interment date of 1944. No
other matches to Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5 were found, including other historic
cemetery sites, catalog referenceé, or utility patents.

Burial 11, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and secured with wire and cut nails. Latches, hinges, and other
types of fasteners were also used in the construction of the casket and to secure the lid.

Casket handles and thumbscrews decorated the casket.

Burial 12
Burial 12 contains the remains of an 80-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual is Margaret Holmes and the date of interment was 1944. A variety of artifacts

associated with Burial 12 were recovered, including mortuary hardware (Figure 4.26).
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Burial 12 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 9 x 3 ft. The casket
appeared to have been set in a plaster vault. Both lids had collapsed but the bottom of the
casket, made of wood planks, still remained. Thirty-seven pieces of casket wood was
recovered from Burial 12. The pieces ranged in size from 1.5 cm to 47.3 cm. Analysis
identified the wood from the bottom of the casket as white oak. Wood covered in lacquer
was also determined to be white oak. Thirty-eight wire nails were also recovered from
Burial 12, dating it to after 1880.

Six casket handles and four end caps were recovered from Burial 12. Designated
as Handle Type 8, they are a single lug, short bar handle possibly made of white metal
and/or iron. No matches of this handle type were located including from other historic
cemetery sites, catalogs, and design patents. However, the general form, motif, and
material type are all consistent with a post-1900 origin.

Four hinges were recovered from Burial 12. They have been designated as a
Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5. This casket lid hinge is made of iron and was also
recovered from Burials 8 and 11. Burial 12 has a known interment date of 1944. No other
matches to Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5 were found, including other historic
cemetery sites, catalog references, or utility patents.

Burial 12, dating to 1944, contained a casket constructed from white oak and
secured with wire nails. Casket handles decorated the casket, while hinges were used to

secure the lid.
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Burial 13

Burial 13 contains the remains of a 30-year-old adult; the sex was indeterminate.
Thé name of the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket
hardware analysis, Burial 13 dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 13 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles
(Figure 4.27).

Burial 13 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.5 x 1.9 ft. Four pieces
of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.9 to 6.0 cm, were ideﬂtiﬁed as southern yellow
pine. Thirty-seven wire nails were recovered from Burial 13, dating to after 1880. Four
cut nails, possibly dating prior to 1880, were also recovered from Burial 13.

Two casket handles were recovered from Burial 13. Handle Type 9 is a double
lug, shortbar handle made of white metal. Two close examples were found from the
Freedman’s Cemetery excavations. One dates from 1903 to 1905 and the other dates from
1903 to 1907. No other matches were found in reference to this type of casket handle.

Three thumbscrews were recovered from Burial 13. Thumbscrew Type 7 is a ﬂ-at—
bodied thumbscrew made of white metal. A possible match was found from the
Freedman’s Cemetery excavation, and it dates from 1900 to 1901. The St. Louis Coffin
Company catalog from 1901 also contains a similar match to Thumbscrew Type 7. No
design patents were matched to this thumbscrew type.

Thumbscrew Type 7 was used to fasten an escutcheon plate also recovered from
Burial 13. Four white metal escutcheon plates were identified as Type 12 Escutcheons. A
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similar example of Type 12 Escutcheon was found in the 1901 edition of the St. Louis
Coffin Company catalog. No other matches were found in reference to this escutcheon
type.

A An indeterminate plaque type was recovered from Burial 13. It is made of white
metal. No features could be distinguished from this plaque.

Thirty-one fragments of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 13. Further
analysis of the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1980, clearly at
odds with the other diagnostic artifacts from the burials.

Burial 13, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and secured with wire and cut nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,
and a plaque decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket

provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 14

Burial 14 contains the remains of a 58-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
14 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 14
were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.28).

Burial 14 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.8 x 2 ft.

Twenty-three pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.5 to 29.3 cm, were identified
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as southern yellow pine. Forty-five wire nails were also recovered from Burial 14, dating

it to after 1880.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 14. They are designated as Handle
Typé 10. This handle type is made of iron and its form is known as a double lug,
swingbail. Further analysis matched this handle type to Burial 5 at Cedar Grove Type III
Cemetery, which dates from 1910 to 1915. No other matches to Handle Type 10 were
found, including other historic cemetery sites, catalog references, or utility patents.

Two outer box, or vault, handles were also recovered. Designated as Outer Box
Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle form (see Burial 9).

Six thumbscrews, divided into three types were recovered from Burial 14. They
were all found along the outer perimeter of the remains, close to the casket handles. The
first, Thumbscrew Type 3, is a flat bodied decorative screw made of white metal (see
Burial 2).

Thumbscrew Type 16, also recovered at Burial 14, is a flat bodied, white metal
thumbscrew that is typically associated with a viewing window. No viewing window
glass was recovered at Burial 14; however, wooden covers were known to be used over
open viewing windows. Three historic cemeteries were found with matches to
Thumbscrew Type 16: Freedman’s Cemetery Type 93 in 1907, Redfield Cemetéry
(Georgia) after 1900, and Cedar Grove Cemetery (Arkansas) from 1905 to 1915. The St.
Louis Coffin Company catalog of 1901 also shows a match to this thumbscrew type.

The third type of thumbscrew, Thumbscrew Type 17, is a flat-bodied iron screw
associated with the outer box or vault. Nine total historic cemetery site matches were
" found for this thumbscrew type including two in Texas (1901), two in Georgia (1900;
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_post 1900), and one in Tennessee (1900 to 1920). Matches were also found in three
catalogs: St. Louis Coffin Company catalog of 1901, the Chattanooga Coffin and Casket
Company catalog of 1905, and the Sargent & Co. catalog, ca. 1920.

| Six escutcheon plates were recovered along with Thumbscrew Type 3, and they
have all been designated Type S Escutcheon. This is a flat-bodied piece of decorative
hardware made of white metal. A match of this type of escutcheon was located at
Freedman’s Cemetery Type 63 in Burial 2, dating to 1906. A match was also found in the
Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No design patent for this type of
escutcheon was found. One other type of escutcheon was recovered from Burial 14 as
well, but its condition was too poor to identify properly. However, this escutcheon type
appears to also have been found in Burial 16.

Type 5 Omamental Tack, a diamond tack with a center embossed dome, was
recovered from Burial 14. Three of these were found. Made of cuprous struck up foil, the
tack was identically matched to two other historic cemeteries: Freedman’s Cemetery
Ornamental Tack Type 28, dating to 1903 and 1906, and Calhoun Collection in South
Carolina, dating from 1894 to 1926. Similar matches were found in six different catalogs,
including the C. Sidney Norris & Company catalog, ca. 1880, the Columbus Coffin
Company catalog in 1882, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company in 1905.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 14, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One plaque was recovered from Burial 14. The plaque is designated as Plaque
Type 6. The plaque is made of white metal and its form is rectangular with a florid
border. The plaque is engraved with the words “At Rest.” Three different historic
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cemetery sites revealed matches to this plaque type: Freedman’s Cemetery Type 2, Burial
27,1906 to 1907; Cedar Grove Type 2, Burial 3, 1910 to 1915; and Phillips Memorial
Cemetery (Texas), Burial 19, no date available. The Chattanooga Coffin & Casket
C'o-mpany catalog of 1905 and the Schmidt Manufacturing Company catalog, ca. 1920,
both contained matches for this plaque type. No patents were found for this plaque type.
Burial 14, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contaiﬁed a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and it was secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,
escutcheons, and a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. Ornamental tacks were

used to secure the lining of the casket although no textiles could be associated accurately

with the lining.

Burial 15

Burial 15 contains the remains of a 19-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
15 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 15
were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.29).

Burial 15 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.8 x 2 ft. Eighty-two
wire nails were also recovered from Burial 15, dating it to after 1880.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 15. Designated as Handle Type 12,
they are double lug, swingbail handles made of white metal. Several examples were
found from other historic cemetery sites including Sandy Creek Cemetery in Georgia
(1890-1900), Nancy Creek Cemetery in Georgia (1902), and Ridley Graveyard in
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Tennessee (1895-1920). The Chattanooga Coffin and Casket Company catalog of 1905
also included an example of Handle Type 12. No design patent was matched to this
handle type.

Six thumbscrews, divided into two types, were recovered from Burial 15. The
first, Thumbscrew Type 1, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal (see Burial
1). The other type of thumbscrew recovered from Burial 15 is Thumbscrew Type 8. This
is a cylindrical thumbscrew made of white metal. An example of Thumbscrew Type 8
was found from the excavation of Freedman’s Cemetery and it dates to 1900. Several
catalogs also show rﬁatched to this type of thumbscrew, including the Meriden Britannia
Company catalog of 1880, the Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog of 1881, and the
William Sauter catalog of 1883. William Smith of Meriden Britannia patented this
thumbscrew type on November 26, 1878.

Five escutcheon plates; divided into two different types, were recovered from
Burial 15. One, Type 6 escutcheon, is made of white metal. Two examples of this type of
escutcheon from other historic cemetery sites were found: Freedman’s Cemetery (1906)
and Blackburn Cemetery in Tennessee (1900-1925). No other matches of this escutcheon
type were found, including in catalogs and design patents. The second type of escutcheon
recovered from Burial 15, Type 11 Escutcheon, is also made of white metal. Two
catalogs showed examples of this type of escutcheon: the Chicago Coffin Company
catalog from 1896, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog from 1905.
The back of the escutcheon is marked “Dec11, 1888, °17,”” and “MB CO.” This marking
was linked to the patent for this escutcheon, made by Oliver McCarthy of the Meriden
Britannia Company.
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A caplifter base was also recovered from Burial 15. It has been identified as
Caplifter Base Type 1. It has a floral design with leaves and berries and is made of white
metal. Matches of this type of caplifter base »\}ere found at otherrhistoric cemetery sites,
including Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907), Calhoun Collection (1894-
1926), and the Tucker Cemetery (1909). Several catalogs included examples of Caplifter
Base Type 1 including the Meriden Britannia Company catalog from 1880, the Columbus
Coffin Company catalog from 1882, and the Chicago Coffin Company catalog from
1896. Emil Cuppers invented a similar form of caplifter base in 1880.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 15, has been
~ designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

Thirty-one pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 15. Analysis of
the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1930, clearly at odds with the
other diagnostic artifacts from the burial.

Burial 15, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews, caplifters,
and escutcheons decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the

casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 16

Burial 16 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult female. The name of the

individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
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16 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of aﬁifﬁcts associated with Burial 16 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.30).

Burial 16 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.5 x 2.1 ft. Eighty-one
wire nails were also recovered from Burial 16, dating it to after 1880.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 16. Designated as Handle Typell,
they are a double lug, swingbail handle made of white metal. Examples of this type of
casket handle were found at other historic cemetery sites including Freedman’s Cemetery
(1900-1907), Ridlej;r Graveyard in Tennessee (ca. 1905), and the Former Wesleyan
Methodist Church in Ontario (1878-1900). Several catalogs contained matches of this
handle type. They include the Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog from 1881, the
Columbus Coffin Company catalog from 1882, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket
Company catalog from 1905. No design patents were located pertaining to this handle
type.

Nine thumbscrews, divided into three types, were recovered from Burial 16. The
first, Thumbscrew Type 9, is a flat bodied, white metal thumbscrew. An example of this
type of thumbscrew was found at Freedman’s Cemetery, and it dates from 1902 to 1907.
The Chattanooga Coffin & casket Company catalog of 1905 also includes an example of
Thumbscrew Type 9.

The other type of thumbsérew recovered from Burial 16 is designated as
Thumbscrew Type 2. It is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal (see Burial 1).

The third type of thumbscrew, Thumbscrew Type 17, is a flat-bodied iron screw

'associatéd wifh the outer box or vault (see Burial 14).
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Six escutcheon plates were recovered from Burial 16 that can be associated with
Thumbscrew Type 9. They have been designated Type | Escutcheon, and are made of
white metal. A match of this type of escutcheon was located at -F reedman’s Cemetery
Tyﬁc 57 in Burial 7, dating from 1902 to 1906. A match was also found in the
Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No design patent for this type of
escutcheon was found. The Type 1 Escutcheon was also recovered from Burial 1 and
possibly from Burial 15.

A second type of indeterminate escutcheon was recovered from Burial 16. Due to
poor preservation, an exact identification of this type of escutcheon could not be
determined. However, it is a disc type of escutcheon made of white metal. This type of
escutcheon was also recovered fr(')m Burial 14.

One capliftef, Caplifter Type 1, was recovered from Burial 16. A figurine of a
dove with a branch in its beak is the forrn of the caplifter, which is made of white metal.
Examples of this type of caplifter were found from three historic cemeteries: Freedman’s
Cemetery, dating to 1905, Calhoun Collection in South Carolina dating from 1894 to
1926, and Tucker Cemetery in Texas, dating to 1909. Several similar examples were
located in catalogs including the Chicago Coffin Company catalog of 1896, the William
Sauter catalog of 1883, and the Chattanooga Coffin & éasket Company catalog of 1905.
Emil A. Cuppers of Sargent & Company invented a patent of a similar bird design in
1880.

The base for this caplifter was also recovered from Burial 16. It has been
identified as a possible Caplifter Base Type 1. It has a floral design with leaves and
beﬁies and is made of white metal. Matches of this type of caplifter base were found at
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other historic cemetery sites, including Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907),
Calhoun Collection (1894-1926), and the Tucker Cemetery (1909). Several catalogs
included examples of Caplifter Base Type 1 including the Meriden Britannia Company
catélog from 1880, the Columbus Coffin Company catalog from 1882, and the Chicago
Coffin Company catalog from 1896. Emil Cuppers invented a similar form of caplifter
base in 1880.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 16, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 -(see Burial 2).

One plaque was recovered from Burial 16. Plaque Type 7 has an asymmetrical
form and is made of white metal. “At Rest” is engraved on the plaque. The earliest
known appearance of this type of plaque is an example from Freedman’s Cemetery,
which dates to 1906. No other examples were located in catalogs and no patent was found
pertaining to this type of plaque.

Twenty-three pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 16. Analysis
of the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1878, clearly at odds with
the other diagnostic artifacts.

Burial 16, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,
escutcheon plates, caplifters, and a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. A
viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for the deceased to be

viewed.
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Burial 17

Burial 17 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not kpovm; based on hardware analysis, Burial
17 (iates from 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 17 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.31).

Burial 17 contained an indeterminate burial container. Four wood samples,
ranging in size from 3.0 cm to 6.6 cm, were identified as a soft pine. One hundred and
forty wire nails were also recovered from Burial 17, dating it to after 1880.

A caplifter was recovered from Burial 17. Designated Caplifter Type 2, it has a
knobbed dome design and is made of white metal. Several examples were found from
other historic cemetery sites, including Freedman’s Cemetery (1906-1907; 1904-1907),
Morgan Chapel Cemetery in Texas (1914), and Elko Switch in Alabama (ca. 1905).
Matches were also located in three catalogs: the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company
catalog of 1905, the Dominion Manufacturers catalog dating to after 1906, and the
Sargent & Company catalog dating to 1920. W"illiam Hutchinson invented this type of
caplifter in 1884,

A éapliﬁer base was also found with Caplifter Type 2. Caplifter Base Type 2 is a
simple cone shaped caplifter made of white metal. Several matches to this caplifter base
were located in other historic cemeteries including Freedman’s Cemetery (1905-1907;
1904-1907), Cedar Grove (1910-1915), and Calhoun Collection in South Carolina (1894-
1926). Three examples were identified in catalogs: the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket

Company catalog of 1905, the Dominion Manufacturers, Ltd. catalog dating after 1906,
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and the Sargent & Company catalog dating to 1920. William Hutchinson invented the
basic form of this caplifter base in 1884.

Miscellaneous Hardware Type 1, a triangular sheet of metal with a screw'and a
poiﬁted tip, used for securing the burial container, was recovered from Burial 17. Three
matches to this type of hardware were found at other historic cemetery sites: Freedman’s
Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907), Elko Switch in Alabama (ca. 1900), and Applegate
Lake Project (1911). James Locher invented this piece of hardware and a utility patent
was granted in 1884,

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 17, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

An indeterminate plaque type was recovered from Burial 17. It is made of iron.
No features could be distinguished from this plaque.

Oddly, only one fragment of a viewing glass window was recovered from Burial
17.

Burial 17, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained an indeterminate burial
container constructed from a soft pine and secured with wire nails. Caplifters, a
miscellaneous piece of hardware, an iron fastener, and an indeterminate plaque decorated

the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for the

deceased to be viewed.
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Burial 18

" Burial 18 contains the remains of a child less than a year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
18 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 18 were recovered,
including_mortuary hardware (Figure 4.32).

Burial 18 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 3.4 x 2.9
ft. Eight pieces of wood, measuring approximately 1.2 cm to 2.1 ¢cm, were identified as
southern yellow pine. Several unidentifiable nails were recovered from Burial 18.

One thumbscrew, Thumbscrew Type 1, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of
white metal (see Burial 1).

The Type 6 Escutcheon recovered from Burial 18 is made of white metal. Two
examples of this type of escutcheon from other historic cemetery sites were found:
Freedman’s Cemetery (1906) and Blackburn Cemetery in Tennessee (1900-1925). No
other matches of this escutcheon type were found, including in catalogs and design
patents.

Burial 18, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and it was secured with unidentifiable nails. Thumbscrews and

escutcheons decorated the casket. No other hardware was recovered from this burial.
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Burial 19

Burial 19 contains the remains of a child less than a year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
19 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 19 were recovered,
including mortuary hardware (Figure 4.33).

The shape of the burial container is not known and no wood samples were
recovered. Two unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 19. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials. Three
cut nails, possibly dating prior to 1880, were also recovered from Burial 19.

Burial 19, which dates prior to 1900, contained an indeterminate burial container

and secured with cut nails and iron screws. No other hardware was recovered from this

burial.

Burial 20

Burial 20 contains the remains of a 30-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 20 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 20 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.34).

Burial 20 contained a rectangular wooden caskef dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.6 x 2 ft. Nine
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.1 cm to 12.1 cm, were identified as

yellow poplar. Twenty-eight cut nails were also recovered from Burial 20, suggesting and

‘they date prior to 1880.
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Two unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 20. They are utilitarian,

straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials.

Burial 20, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from yellow

poplar and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 21

Burial 21 contains the remains of a 3-year-old child. The name of the individual
and the date of interment are not known; based on coffin hardware analysis, Burial 21
dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 21 were recovered,
including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.35).

Burial 21 contained a hexagonal coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The coffin was in too poor a condition to measure, although
four specimens were recovered and analyzed. The wood fragments measured
approximately 1.9 cm to 3.3 cm and were identified as southern yellow pine. Forty-nine
cut nails dating prior to 1880 were recovered fr;)m Burial 21. -

Seven unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 21. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials. Four
textile-lining tacks were also recovered from Burial 21, although no textile remnants

were recovered.
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Burial 21, which dates prior to 1900, contained a coffin constructed from southemn
yellow pine and secured with cut nails and iron screws. Textile lining tacks were also

recovered, although no fabric was found.

Burial_ 22

Burial 22 contains the remains of a 72-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is John T. Holmes and the date of interment was 1922. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 22 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal
artifacts (Figure 4.36).

Burial 22 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.7 x 2.6 ft. Three
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 20.7 cm to 43.8 cm, were identified as
white oak. One hundred and twenty four wire nails dating after 1880 were recovered
from Burial 22.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 22. Identified as Handle Type 23,
they are single lug, extension handles made of either white metal or iron. No examples
from other historic cemetery sites, catalogs, or design patents could be matched to Handle
Type 23.-The general form, motif, and material type are all consistent with a post-1900
origin. In addition to the handles, a single lug, short bar, 72 rail pieces, and 4 end caps

“were also recovered.
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Two outer box, or vault handles, in eight pieces, were also recovered. Designated
as Outer Box Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle form (see
Burial 9).

Four thumbscrews, designated as Thumbscrew Type 6, were recovered from the
casket area. This is a wire type of thumbscrew made of iron (see Burial 5).

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 22, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

Two reinforcing pieces of hardware were recovered from Burial 22. Associated
with the interior of a casket, they are simple “L” bolts made of iron. Twelve textile-lining
tacks were also recovered from Burial 22, as they were most likely used to secure an
unidentifiable textile recovered from Burial 22, TX 22-B. TX 22-A consisted of the
remnants of a brown wool fabric, which was determined to possible be a linsey-woolsey
| type of fabric. TX 22-B consisted of remnants of a blaék cotton fabric, and two pieces of
TX 22-B were found adhered to a piece of TX 22-A, indicating that TX 22-B was
possibly a casket liner.

Burial 22, dating to 1922, contained a casket constructed from white oak and it
was secured with wire nails and two other types of utilitarian hardware. Casket handles

and thumbscrews decorated the casket.

Burial 23
Burial 23 contains the remains of a 6-month-old child. The name of the individual

" is Willie T. Christerson and the date of interment was 1873. A variety of artifacts
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associated with Burial 23 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal
artifacts (Figure 4.37).

Burial 23 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
200b:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 2.5 x 1.8 ft. Forty-three
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 1.8 cm to 8.2 cm, were identified as
black walnut. A limestone slab was found covering the burial. Forty-five cut nails dating
prior to 1880 were recovered from Burial 23.

Four casket handles (two broken in half) were recovered from Burial 23.
Designated as Handle Type 13, they are (iouble lug, swingbail handles with crucifix
shaped ornamentation and made of white metal. A similar example recovered from
Freedman’s Cemetery dates to 1900. Three catalogs also contain matches to this type of
handle: the Crane, Breed & Company catalog from 1877, the Taylor & Company catalog
from 1875, and the Warfield & Rohr catalog from ca. 1885/1890.

A possible coffin screw was recovered from Burial 23, but its type could not be
identified due to poor preservation; it is made of white metal.

A Type 7 Escutcheon was also recovered from Burial 23. It is made of cuprous
struck up foil and no examples were found to match this type of escutcheon. However,
the overall design of Type 7 Escutcheon is similar to foil escutcheons introduced in the
1870s.

Twenty-one ornamental tacks were recovered from Bul_rial 23. Type 3 Ornamental
Tack is made of cuprous struck up foil and examples of it were found at Texas State
Cemetery (1907; 1908) and Calhoun Collection in Soqth Carolina (1894-1926). Several
‘catalogs also contained matches of this type of tack including the C. Sidney Norris
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Company catalog ca. 1875, the W. D. Wilmarth & Company catalog of 1894, and an
identical match was found in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of
1905. No design patents pertaining to this type of tack was found.

‘ Burial 23, dat.ing to 1873, contained a casket constructed from black walnut and

secured with cut nails. Casket handles, coffin screws, escutcheons, and ornamental tacks

decorated the casket.

Burial 24

Burial 24 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interrﬁent are not known; based on casket hardware and
viewing window glass analysis, Burial 24 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 24 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal
artifacts (Figure 4.38).

Burial 24 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 5 x 2 ft. Twenty-two
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 1.6 cm to 7.6 cm, were identified as
black walnut. Forty-seven cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were recovered from
Burial 24.

Two unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 24. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well. Six textile-

lining tacks were also found in Burial 24.
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Eighteen pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 24. Analysis of the
thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1874.

Burial 24, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from black
wal—nut and secured with cut nails and iron screws. A viewing window glass at the “head”

of the casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 25

Burial 25 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
25 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.39).

Burial 25 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 2.3 x 1 ft. Wood samples
were not analyzed due to poor preservation. Twenty-three cut nails, likely dating prior to
1880, were recovered from Burial 25.

Burial 25, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from

Burial 25.
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Burial 26

Burial 26 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
26 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.40).

Burial 26 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 2.6 x 1.25 ft. Twenty-
two wood samples were identified as black walnut. Twenty-four cut nails, likely dating’
prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 26.

Burial 26, dating prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from black We;lnut

and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from Burial 26.

Burial 27

Burial 27 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
27 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.41).

Burial 27 contained a hexagonal coffin dating before 1927 (Buiks-tra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The‘cofﬁn measured approximately 2 x .8 ft. No wood was
recovered from the burial. Fourteen cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were recovered

from Burial 27, but no other mortuary hardware was found.

70



Burial 27, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from

Burial 27.

Burial 28

Burial 28 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
28 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.42).

Burial 28 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measufed approximately 2.8 x .9 ft. One piece of
wood located outside the grave shaft was found, but no specimens were analyzed due to
poor preservation. Twenty-eight cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880 were recovered
from Burial 28, but no other mortuary hardware was found.

Burial 28, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from

Burial 28.

Burial 29
Burial 29 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual is John R. Daws and the date of interment was 1852. Some mortuary hardware
“and personal artifacts were recovered from Burial 29 (Figure 4.43).
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Burial 29 contained a probable hexagonal coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et
al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The shape of the coffin was determined based on the
coffin bottom stain and the placement of nails around the grave shaft. The coffin
méasured approximately 3 x .9 ft. Very little coffin wood remained. The wood specimens
ranged in size from 2.8 cm to 8.2 cm and were identified as American chestnut. Forty-one
cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 29.

Four unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 29. Thc§ are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well. Six textile-
lining tacks were also found in Burial 29, although no fabric remnants were recovered
from the burial.

Burial 29, dating to 1852, contained a casket constructed from American chestnut
and secured with cut nails and iron screws. Textile lining tacks were recovered from the

burial, although no fabric remnants were found.

Burial 30

Burial 30 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
30 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.44).

Burial 30 contained a probable hexagonal coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et
al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). No wood from the coffin remained, and thirty-seven cut
nails were recovered, dating prior to 1880.

Burial 30, which dates prior to 1900, contained a coffin constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails.

72



Burial 31

Burial 31 contains the remains of a 10-year-old male. The name of the individual
is Ephraim P. Holmes and the date of interment was 1852. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 31 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (Figure 4.45).

| Burial 31 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.

2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 5.4 x 1.5 ft. Three
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.9 cm to 8.2 cm, were identified as
slippery elm. Sixty-four cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were also recovered from
Burial 31.

Four ﬁnidentjﬁed iron screws were recovered from Burial 31. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well. Ten textile-
lining tacks were also found in Burial 31.

Burial 31, dating to 1852, contained a casket constructed from slippery elm and

secured with cut nails.

Burial 32

Burial 32 contains the remains of a 58-year-old adult male. The name of the

individual is Samuel Holmes and the date of interment was 1872. A variety of artifacts
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associated with Burial 32 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (Figure 4.46).

Burial 32 contained a hexagonal, cast iron coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et
al. '2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The coffin measured approximately 79 x 25 in. The top
west portion of the coffin was caved in due to the weight of large limestone slabs placed
above the coffin. The bottom of the coffin was also damaged. The rest of the coffin was
in good condition and four handles on each long side were still intact. The coffin was
placed in a wooden vault. One hundred and five specimens of wood from the vault were
recovered, ranging in size from 2.9 c¢m to 24.5 cm, and identified as southern yellow pine.
Seventy-five cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were also recovered from Burial 32.

The coffin was constructed of metal as well as wood, indicating that it was most
similar to the “Sheet Metal Plain Case” No. 16, as described in the 1867 Crane, Breed &
Co. catalog. The “Sheet Metal Plain Case” was “composed of zinc and wood” and was
noted as being more durable than a plain wooden coffin. The design of the Plain Case |
was “torpedo” shaped and is depicted in Figure x. The sheet metal caskets and coffins
were typically more expensive than other metallic coffin designs. Bolt holes around the
sealing flanges included 2 at the head, 10 on each side, and two at the foot. The viewing
plate cover was secured with two bolts on the top and bottom. Four silver plated handles,
designated as Han&le Type 14, were bolted to each side of the coffin. The coffin was
plain in decoration, with only the molded edges providing any ornamentation. A half-
satin lined Plain Case No. 16 with silver plated handles, lining and outer box would have

cost between $51.50 and $53.50 in 1867 (Crane, Breed & Co. 1867).
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Examples of the eight handles attached to the coffin were found from other
historic cemetery sites and catalogs. The handle, Handle Type 14, is a double lug,
swingbail handle made of iron. Examples of this type of handle were found at the Col.
Cra';vford Burial in Arkansas dating to 1874 and Freedman’s Cemetery dating from 1869
to 1884. Several catalogs also contained matches for this handle type, including the
Sargent & Company catalog of 1871, the Miller Brothers & Company catalog ca. 1871,
and the Crane, Breed & Company catalog of 1877. No design patents were found
pertaining to Handle Type 14.

Seventy-eight pieces of viewing glass were recovered from Burial 32. Analysis of
the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 2401, obviously at variance
with the other diagnostic artifacts and dated headstone.

Burial 32, dating to 1872, contained a hexagonal, cast iron composite coffin with
eight handles. Cut nails, most likely associated with the wooden vault that contained the
coffin, were recovered from Burial 32. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the

casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 33

Burial 33 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
33 dates from 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 33 were

1'800Vered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.47).
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Burial 33 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.6 x 3.55 ft. Twenty-
eight specimens of casket wood were recovered, ranging in size from 2.2 cm to 5.9 cm
anci identified as southern yellow pine. Three cut nails dating prior to 1880 and thirty-five
wire nails dating after 1880 were recovered from Burial 33.

Six casket handles, broken in fragments, were recovered from Burial 33. They
have been designated as Handle Type 15. This type is a double lug, shortbar handle made
of white metal. This handle type was also recovered from Freedman’s Cemetery and
dates to 1906. Two catalogs also contained matches for Handle Type 15: the Chattanooga
Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905 and the Schmidt Manufacturing Company
catalog, ca. 1910. No design patents pertaining to this casket handle type were located.

Four thumbscrews were recovered from Burial 33. They are identified as
Thumbscrew Type 11, and are flat-bodied thumbscrews made of white metal. Two
examples of this type of thumbscrew were located at other historic cemetery sites:
Freedman’s Cemetery (1904-1905) and Elgin Burying Ground in Illinois (post 1884).

The four thumbscrews each fit into an escutcheon plate, identified as a Type 9
Escutcheon. The four escutcheon plates are made of white metal. One example of this
type of escutcheon was found at Freedman’s Cemetery and dates from 1904 to 1905.

Two caplifters were also among the casket hardware recovered from Burial 33.
Designated as Caplifter Type 6, it is a rectangular caplifter with knobbed edges and is
made of white metal. A match to this type of caplifter was found at Freedman’s Cemetery

and it dates to 1905. Two catalogs also contained matches to this caplifter: the St. Louis '
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Coffin Company catalog of 1901 and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog
of 1905. No design patents pertaining to this type of caplifter were found.

Two different types of iron latches were recovered from Burial 33. The first, Type
4 Latch, is an iron plate with a hook shaped end and a japanned finish. It was matched to
a latch found at Freedman’s Cemetery, which dates from 1900 to 1907. A utility patent
was granted for this latch on July 29, 1884. The second type of latch, Type 5 Latch, is an
iron plate with screws and it also has a japanned finish. A match for this type of latch was
also found at Freedman’s Cemetery and dates from 1900 to 1903.

Miscellaneous Hardware Type 1, a triangular sheet of metal with a screw and a
pointed tip, used for securing the burial container, was recovered from Burial 33. Three
matches to this type of hardware were found at other historic cemetery sites: Freedman'’s
Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907), Elko Switch in Alabama (ca. 1900), and Applegate
Lake Project (1911). James Locher invented this piece of hardware and a utility patent
was granted in 1884.

Fragments of a white ﬁletal or iron plaque were also recovered from Burial 33.
The plaque, because of its poor condition, could not be identified.

Twenty pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 33. Analysis of the
viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1928, clearly at odds with the other diagnostic
artifacts from the burial.

Burial 33 (1900-1905) contained a casket constructed from southern yellow pine
and secured with wire and cut nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews, escutcheon plates,

caplifters, and a plaque decorated the casket. Iron latches were used to secure the casket
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lid and a viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for the

deceased to be viewed.

Burial 34

Burial 34 contains the remains of a 44-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is David M. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1863. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 34 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
and persohal artifacts (Figure 4.48).

Burial 34 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.9 x 2 ft. Seventy-five
cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 34.

Eleven coffin screws with a cylindrical body, flat top, and a kick out filigree base
were also recovered from Burial 34. Designated as Coffin Screw Type 3, they are made
of white metal. A very similar coffin screw was found at Freedman’s Cemetery and dates
from 1869 to 1884. Several catalogs also contained similar matches of this type of coffin
~ screw, including the Russell & Erwin catalog of 1865, the Sargent & Company catalogs
of 1866 and 1869, and the Warfield & Rohr catalog, ca. 1880. No design patents
pertaining to this type of coffin screw were found.

Fifty-one textile-lining tacks were also recovered from Burial 34. Textile 34-B, a
beige wool fabric, or Textile 34-D, a dark brown wool fabri;:, could possibly be the

remnants of the casket lining, although this could not be confirmed.
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Burial 34, dating to 1863, contained a casket constructed from an unidentified
wood and secured with cut nails. Coffin screws and textile lining tacks (and a possible

casket lining) were also found at Burial 34.

Burial 35

Burial 35 contains the remains of a 20-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual is Hannah B. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1861. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 35 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
and personal artifacts (Figure 4.49).

Burial 35 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.8 x 1.5 ft. Seven wood
specimens from the casket, ranging in size from 2.5 cm to 5.4 cm, were identified as a
soft pine. Seventy-nine cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 35.

Six coffin screws made of white metal were recovered from Burial 35. Designated
Coffin Screw Type 1, the screws have a cylindrical body with a flat top and a flange with
a filigree base. A match of this type of coffin screw was found at Freedman’s Cemetery
and it dates from 1869 to 1884. Several catalogs were found which contained similar
matches to Coffin Screw Type 1. The best match came from the Crane, Breed &
Company catalog of 1877. Other catalogs had similar matches, including the Markham
and Strong catalog of 1865, the Miller Brothers & Company catalog ca. 1871, and the H.

E. Taylor & Company catalogs of 1875 and 1879.
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One hundred and fifty-seven textile lining tacks were also recovered from Burial
35, although no fabric remnants were recovered from the burial.
Burial 35, dating to 1861, contained a casket constructed from a soft pine and

secured with cut nails. Coffin screws and textile lining tacks were also recovered from

the burial.

Burial 36

Burial 36 contains the remains of a 16-year-old female. The name of the
individual is Martha A. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1844. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 36 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
and personal artifacts (Figure 4.50).

Burial 36 contained a hexagonal wooden coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.2 x 1.8 ft. The coffin
wood was poorly preserved. One hundred wood specimens from the coffin, ranging in
size from 2.9 cm to 10.9 cm, were identified as red oak. The wood pieces from a row of
small wooden blocks with coffin tacks that had delineated the coffin lid were identified as
American beech. Thirty-six cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial
36.

Five unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 36. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Eighty-eight textile-lining tacks were also found in Burial 36. The textile
aﬁsemblage from Burial 36 consisted of two types of fabric recovered from between the
 coffin tacks and coffin wood. These are assumed to be the remains of an inner or outer
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coffin lining. Textile 36-A consisted of 77 remnants of a black cotton and silk fabric. The
fabric had a plain weave with a fine, black silk warp and a 2-ply, Z-spun, coarse yellow
unmercerized cotton weft. It had a thread count of 50 x 25 yarns per cm. Textile 36-B
coﬁsisted of 77 remnants of a brown cotton velveteen fabric. The fabric had S-spun warp
and 2-ply, Z-spun weft. There were also single, low twist warp pile yarns, which served
as supplementary warp for a dense pile. The fabric had a thread count of 44 x 32 yarns
per cm.

Burial 36, dating to 1844, contained a casket constructed from red oak and
secured with cut nails and iron screws. Textile lining and tacks used to secure the lining

were also contained in the burial.

Burial 37

Burial 37 contains the remains of a sixty-three-year-old adult female. The name of
the individual is Polly Vardeman and the date of interment was 1844. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 37 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
(Figure 4.51).

Burial 37 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating to 1844, although several
researchers suggest an 1849 introduction of caskets (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang
1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.3 x 1.5 ft. The wood from the casket
was poorly preserved. Six wood specimens from the casket, ranging from 1.8 cm to 11.5

cm, were identified as a black walnut. Thirty-four cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were

recovered from Burial 37.
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Three unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 37. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 37, dating to 1844, contained a casket constructed from black walnut and

secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 38

Burial 38 contains the remains of a forty-four year-old adult male. The name of
the individual is William Vardeman and the date of interment was 1846. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 38 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
and personal artifacts (Figure 4.52).

Burial 38 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating to 1846, although several
researchers suggest an 1849 introduction of caskets (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang
1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 x 2.2 ft. The wood from the casket
was poorly preserved. Fourteen wood specimens from the casket, ranging from 1.6 cm to
11.0 cm, were identified as black walnut. Fifteen cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were
recovered from Burial 38.

Two unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 38. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 38, dating to 1846, contained a casket constructed from black walnut and

secured with cut nails and iron screws.
Burial 39
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Burial 39 contains the remains of an eighty-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is Morgan Vardeman and the date of interment was 1847. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 39 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
per'sonal artifacts (Figure 4.53).

Burial 39 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating to 1847, although several
researchers suggest an 1849 introduction of caskets (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang
1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7.45 x 2.9 ft. The wood from the casket
was poorly preserved. Eleven wood specimens from the casket, ranging from 2.3 cm to
10.1 cm, were identified as red oak. Thirty-four cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were
recovered from Burial 39.

Four unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 39. They are utilitarian,
straight slbtted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 39, dating to 1847, contained a casket constructed from red oak and

secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 40

Burial 40 contains the remains of an adult male. The name of the individual is
John T. Vardeman and the date of interment is not known; based on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 40 dates from 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
40 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure
4.54).

Burial 40 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
| 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 x 2.65 ft. The wood

&3



trom the casket was poorly preserved. Eleven wood specimens from the casket, ranging
from 3.1 cm to 32.3 cm, were identified as yellow poplar. Seventy-eight wire nails,
dating after 1880, were recovered from Burial 40.
| Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 40. Handle Type 16 is a double

lug, swingbail handle with tips made of white metal. The short bar version of this type of
casket handle was recovered from another historic cemetery, Freedman’s Cemetery, and
it dates to 1900. No matches were located in catalogs, but a utility patent concerning the
hollow back grip of the bail of Handle Type 16 was issued July 8, 1879.

Fifteen thumbscrews, identified into two types, were recovered from Burial 40.
The first, Thumbscrew Type 13, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal.
Matches to this type of thumbscrew were found at other historic cemeteries, including
Freedman’s Cemetery (1900-1901), Former Wesleyan Methodist Church in Ontario
(1881-1900), and Redfield Cemetery in Georgia (pre-1900). One match was located in
the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. A design patént was issued
for this type of thumbscrew to William Smith of the Meriden Brittania Company in 1884.

The secopd type of thumbscrew recovered from Burial 40 is Thumbscrew Type
12. This is also a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal. Several matches to this
type of thumbscrew were found at other historic cemeteries, including Freedman’s
Cemetery (1885-1907), Elko Switch Cemetery in Alabama (ca.1885), and Harvie Family
Cemetery in Ontario (1894). The Columbus Coffin Company catalog of 1882 and the
Warfield & Rohr catalog dating ca. 1880 contained matches to Thumbscrew Type 12. A
design patent for this thumbscrew was issued to J. Wilbur Rogers of the C. Rogers &
Brothers Company in 1878.

84



Thumbscrew Type 12 fit into a white metal escutcheon, identified as a Type 10
Escutcheon. Six of these escutcheon plates were recovered from Burial 40. The only
reference located pertaining to this type of escutcheon was two matches found in the
folvlowing catalogs: the Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog of 1881, and the Chicago
Coffin Company catalog of 1896.

Seven pieces of a viewing glass were also recovered from Burial 40. Analysis of
the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1872, clearly at odds with the other
diagnostic artifacts from the burial.

Burial 40, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained a casket constructed from
yellow poplar and secured with wire nails. Casket handles and thumbscrews decorated

the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for the

deceased to be viewed.

Burial 41

Burial 41 contains the remains of a seventy-eight year-old adult male. The name
of the individual is Lindsay Stephenson and the date of interment was 1870. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 41 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
and personal artifacts (Figure 4.55).

Burial 41 contained a hexagonal iron coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). Wood planks surrounded the coffin. Three hundred and
ninety-five wood specimens from the wood vault were analyzed. The pieces, ranging

from 1.7 cm to 198.5 cm, were identified as a soft pine, with the exception of one sample,

85



which was from an ash tree. Five cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from the

wooden coffin surround of Burial 41.

The metallic coffin recovered from Burial 42 is similar to the “New Plain Case
Raiéed Lid” No. 17 style of Crane, Breed & Co. coffins. The New Plain Case is described
by the company as surpassing “in perfection of workmanship, in design, and in style of
finish, anything which has ever before been used as a receptacle for the dead (Crane,
Breed & Co 1865).” The coffin measured approximately 79 x 21 in. Wood planks
surrounded the coffin, which may have been remnants of the shipping crate or vault.
Boltholes around the sealing flanges included two at the head, ten on each side, and one
at the foot. The viewing plate cover was secured with five bolts. The coffin was plain in
decoration, with only the molded edges providing any ornamentation. A fully satin lined
New Plain Case No. 17 with silver plated handles, lining and outer box, would have cost
between $65.50 and $67.50 in 1867.

Six coffin handles were recovered from Burial 41. One handle was loose, while
the other five were still attached to the coffin. Handle Type 17 is a double lug, swingbail
type of coffin handle made of white metal. The Crane, Breed & Company catalog of
1877 contains a match of this type of handle. A similar example of this type of coffin
handle was patented in 1867. Twelve pieces of a viewing glass were also recovered from
Burial 41.

Burial 41, which dates to 1870, contained a cast iron coffin and the soft pine and
ash wooden vault was secured with cut nails. Casket handles decorated the casket and a
viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for the deceased to be
viewed.
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Burial 42

Burial 42 contains the remains of a thirty-five year-old adult female. The name of
the-individual is Ann E. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1846. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 42 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
and personal artifacts (Figure 4.56).

Burial 42 contained a rectangular wooden coffin dating to 1846, although several
researchers suggest an 1849 introduction of caskets (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang
1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 x 2.1 ft. Most of the wood had
deterioratgd, but thirteen specimens from the casket were analyzed for wood type. The
pieces, ranging from 2.6 cm to 9.6 cm, were identified as black walnut. One hundred and
fourteen cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 42.

Eleven unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 42. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 42, which dates to 1846, contained a casket constructed from black walnut

and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 43
Burial 43 contains the remains of a female child less than one year old. The last
name of the individual is Stephenson and the date of interment was 1837. A variety of

artifacts associated with Burial 43 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware

and personal artifacts (Figure 4.57).
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Burial 43 contained an unknowr_l wooden burial container. The grave shaft
measured approximately 2.7 ft x .8 ft. Most of the wood had deteriorated and no
specimens were analyzed for wood type. Thirty-six cut nails dating prior to 1880 were

recovered from Burial 43.

Burial 43, which dates to 1837, contained an unknown burial container and it was

secured with cut nails.

Burial 44

Burial 44 contains the remains of a twenty-two year-old adult female. The name
of the individual is Eliza E. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1862. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 44 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
and personal artifacts (Figure 4.58).

Burial 44 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7.6 x 2.1 ft. Most of the
wood had deteriorated, and no specimens from the casket were analyzed for wood type.
Eighty-six cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 44.

Six unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 44. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

One hundred and twenty eight textile lining tacks were also recovered from Burial
44. An indeterminate fabric, Textile 44-B, was recovered from the burial and could
possibly be a textile lining, although this is not conclusive. Textile 44-B consisted of

thirty-two remnants of a shiny black fabric, possibly weighted silk. Sewing features such
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as pleats were evident upon inspection of the fabric, and straight pins and hook and eye

fasteners were attached to the fabric.
Burial 44, which dates to 1862, contained a casket constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails. Iron screws and textile lining tacks were

also used in the construction of the casket.

Burial 45

Burial 45 contains the remains of a forty-five year-old adult female. The name of |
the individual is Eliza Holmes and the date of interment is not known; based on casket
hardware analysis, Burial 45 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with
Burial 45 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts
(Figure 4.59).

Burial 45 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6 x 2.5 ft.
Twelve casket wood samples, ranging from 3.8 cm to 13.3 cm, were identified as soft
pine and southern yellow pine. Ninety-seven cut nails, dating prior to 1880, and eighteen
wire nails dating after 1880 were recovered from Burial 45.

Three casket handles were recovered from Burial 45. Handle Type 24 is a double
lug, swingbail handle with tips and is made of white metal and iron. Several catalogs
contained matches to this type of caske£ handle, including the Sargent & Company
catalogs of 1871 and 1874, and the C. Sydney Norris & Company catalog circa 1880. A
design patent for the bail grip and general form of Handle Type 24 was issued to H. W.
Wilcox of Meriden Britannia in 1869.
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Nine thumbscrews were recovered from Burial 45. Thumbscrew Type 10 is a flat-
bodied thumbscrew made of white metal. The only reference to this type of thumbscrew
is from the Elko Switch Cemetery in Alabama, where a matching thumbscrew was found.
It détes to 1885, +/- 10 years.

Six escutcheon plates were recovered from Burial 45. Type 8 Escutcheon is made
of white metal and it was also recovered at the following three historic cemeteries:
Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899), Cedar Grove Cemetery (1910-1915), and Texas State
Cemetery (1907-1908). The Crane, Breed & Company catalog of 1877 also contained a
match to this type of escutcheon.

Ninety-eight pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 45. Burial 45
represents a unique use of viewing glass in that two separate viewing glasses were placed
at both the head of the casket as well as the foot. Analysis of the viewing glass resulted in
a Moir date of 1928, clearly at odds with the other diagnostic artifacts from the burial.

Burial 45, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from soft
pine and southern yellow pine and secured with wire and cut nails. Casket handles,
thumbscrews, and escutcheons decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the

“head” and the “foot” of the casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 46

Burial 46 contains the remains of a forty-three year-old adult female. The name of
the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis,
Burial 46 dates prior to 1900. A varietf of artifacts associated with Burial 46 were
" recovered, inciuding some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.60).
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Burial 46 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 5 x 2 ft.
Four casket wood samples, ranging from 2.0 cm to 10.1 cm, were identified as yellow
pof)la:. Thirty-two cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 46.

Three unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 46. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 46, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from yellow

poplar and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 47

Burial 47 contains the remains of a three-year-old child. The name of the
individual is Ann I. Stephenson and the date of internlent was 1844. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 47 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware (Figure
4.61).

Burial 47 contained a tapered wooden coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). Six wood specimens from the grave shaft, ranging from 1.8
cm to 18.4 cm, were identified as yellow poplar. Fifty-seven cut nails, dating prior to
1880, were recovered from Burial 47.

Six unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 47. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well. Five textile-

lining tacks were also recovered from Burial 47, although no fabric remnants were found

in the burial.
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Burial 47, which dates to 1844, contained a coffin constructed from yellow poplar
and secured with cut nails and iron screws. Textile lining tacks were also recovered from

the burial, although no fabric remnants were found.

Burial 48

Burial 48 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual is Hannah E. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1837. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 48 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
(Figure 4.62).

Burial 48 contained a probable rectangular wooden burial container, indicated by
a rectangular stain left by the coffin bottom. The casket measured approximately 5.7 x 2
ft. Thirty-six cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 48.

One unidentified ir0‘n screw was recovered from Burial 47. It is a utilitarian,
straight slotted screw and was recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 48, which dates to 1837, contained a casket constructed an unidentified

wood and secured with cut nails and an iron screw.

Burial 49

Burial 49 contains the remains of a two-year-old child. The name of the individual
and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial 49 dates
prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 49 were recovered, including

some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.63).
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Burial 49 contained a hexagonal wooden coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). Twenty-three cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered
from Burial 49.

Four unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 49. They are utilitérian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well,

Burial 49, which dates prior to 1900, contained a coffin constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 50

Burial 50 contains the remains of a twenty-eight year old adult female. The last
name of the individual is Vardeman and the date of interment is not known; based on
casket hardware analysis, Burial 50 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated
with Burial 50 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.64).

Burial 50 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7.5 x 2.7 ft. Nine casket
wood samples, ranging from 2.0 cm to 8.8 cm, were identified as black walnut. Thirty-
four cut nails dating prior to 1880 were recovered from Burial 50.

Five unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 50. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 50, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from black

walnut and secured with cut nails and iron screws.
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Burial 51

Burial 51 contains the remains of a forty-three-year-old adult female. The name of
the individual is Polly Vardeman and the date of interment was 1844. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 51 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
(Figure 4.65).

Burial 51 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating to 1844, although several
researchers suggest an 1849 introduction of caskets (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang
1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.3 x 2.0 ft. The casket and lid were
fairly well preserved. One casket wood sample waé analyzed for wood type and measured
11.2 cm. The wood was identified as red oak. Fifty cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were
recovered from Burial 51.

Eight unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 51. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 51, which dates to 1844, contained a casket constructed from red oak and

secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 52

Burial 52 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The last name of
the individual is Holmes and the date of interment was 1843. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 52 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware (Figure
4.66).

Burial 52 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.

© 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 2.325 x .8 ft. The casket
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was not well preserved. One wood sample was analyzed for wood type. The wood
specimen measured approximately 12.8 cm and was identified as white oak. Thirty-one
cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 52.

Four unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 52. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 52, which dates to 1843, contained a casket constructed from white oak

and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 53

Burial 53 contains the remains of a sixteen-year-old male. The name of the
individual is Christopher Vardeman and the date of interment was 1849. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 53 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
(Figure 4.67).

Burial 53 contained a hexagonal wooden coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.2 x 2.25 ft. 'fhe coffin
was not well preserved. Ten wood samples were analyzed for wood type. The wood
specimens measured approximately .9 cm to 2.3 cm and were identified as black walnut.
One hundred and three cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 53.

Nine unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 53. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 53, which dates to 1849, contained a casket constructed from black walnut

and secured with cut nails and iron screws.
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Burial 54

Burial 54 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
inciividual and the date of interment are not known; based on coffin hardware analysis,
Burial 54 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 54 were
recovered, including some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.68).

Burial 54 contained a hexagonal wooden coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 1.2 x 2.2 ft. The coffin
was not well preserved. Three wood samples were analyzed for wood type. The wood
specimens measured approximately 1.3 ¢cm to 3.1 cm and were identified as black walnut.
Thirty-three cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 54.

Burial 54, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from black

walnut and secured with cut nails.

Burial 55

Burial 55 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
55 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 55 were recovered,
including some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.69).

Burial 55 contained an indeterminate burial container, as preservation was poor.
Five wood samples were analyzed for wood type. The wood specimens measured
approximately 1.5 cm to 4.1 cm and were identified as black walnut. Eight cut nails,
dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 55.

96



Two unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 55. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.
Burial 55, which dates prior to 1900, contained an unknown burial container

constructed from black walnut and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 56

Burial 56 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
56 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 56 were recovered,
including some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.70).

Burial 56 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 3.3 x .9 ft. The casket
v}as not well preserved. No wood samples were recovered. Twenty-three cut nails, dating
prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 56.

Six unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 56. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 56, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

unidentified wood and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 57
Burial 57 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The last name of

the individual is Vardeman and the date of interment is not known; based on hardware
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analysis, Burial 57 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 57
were recovered, including some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.71).

Burial 57 coﬁtained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2060:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 1.6 x .6 ft. The casket
was not well preserved, therefore, no wood samples were analyzed for wood type. Nine
cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 57.

Three unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 57. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 57, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 58

| Burial 58 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 58 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 58 were
recovered, including some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.72).

Burial 58 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 3.3 x 1.2 ft. The casket
was not well preserved. Five wood samples were analyzed for wood type. The wood
specimens measured approximately 1.2 cm to 2.6 cm and were identified as southern
yellow pine. Forty-nine cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 58.

Five white metal unidentifiable coffin screws were recovered from Burial 58. The
basic form of the coffin screws was introduced in the 1840s, and the earliest known
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appearance of this type of coffin screw was found in a catalog dating to 1853. The coffin
screws appeared in another catalog dating to ca. 1902.

Nine unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 58. They are utilitarian,
stréight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 58, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from

southern yellow pine and secured with cut nails, white metal coffin screws, and iron

SCIEws.,

Burial 59

Burial 59 contains the remains of a twenty-eight-year-old adult male. The name of '
the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware and
viewing glass analysis, Burial 59 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 59 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (Figure 4.73).

Burial 59 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.9 x 2.3 ft. Fifty-one
wood samples were analyzed for wood type. The wood specimens measured
approximately 1.6 cm to 26.4 cm and were identified as soft pine and southern yellow
pine. One hundred and twenty-four wire nails, dating after 1880, were recovered from
-Burial 59.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 59. They were found in nine
different pieces. Identified as Handle Type 18, they are double lug, swingbail handles
made of white metal. The lug and bail of the handle were matched to the Ridley
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Graveyard artifacts, dating to ca. 1910. Freedman’s Cemetery also contained matches to
the lug part of the handle and they date from 1904 to 1906. Four catalogs also had
matches to this type of handle. The Harrisburg Burial Case Company catalog of ca. 1890
cor;tained a match to the lug part of the handle, as did the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket
“Company catalog of 1905 and the Dominion Manufacturing Company catalog of ca.
1920. The Simmons Hardware Company catalog of 1903 had a match to the full handle.
The general motif of the handle was patented in 1867.

Six thumbscrews, identified as Thumbscrew Type 1, a flat-bodied thumbscrew
made of white metal, were recovered from Burial 59 (see Burial 1). Four thumbscrews,
identified as Thumbscrew Type 17, are flat-bodied iron screws associated with the outer
box, or vault (see Burial 14).

Six escutcheoﬁ plates, identified as Type 6 Escutcheon, are made of white metal.
Two examples of this type of escutcheon from other historic cemetery sites were found:
Freedman’s Cemetery (1906) and Blackburn Cemetery in Tennessee (1900-1925). No
other matches of this escutcheon type were found, including in catalogs and design
patents.

One caplifter, identified as Caplifter Type 1, was recovered from Burial 59. A
figurine of a dove with a branch in its beak is the form of the caplifter, which is made of
white metal. Examples of this type of caplifter were found from three historic cemeteries:
Freedman’s Cemetery, (iating to 1905, Calhoun Collection in South Carolina dating from
1894 to 1926, and Tucker Cemetery in Texas, dating to 1909. Several similar examples
were located in catalogs including the Chicago Coffin Company catalog of 1896, the

~ William Sauter catalog of 1883, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog
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of 1905. Emil A: Cuppers of Sargent & Company obtained a patent for a similar bird
design in 1880.

Caplifter Type 4, a knob with a four-leaf clover design made of white metal, was
alsé recovered from Burial 59. A match to this type of caplifter was found at Freedman’s
Cemetery and dates from 1903 to 1905. The Simmons Hardware Company catalog of
1918 also contains a match to this type of caplifter. No design patents pertaining to
Caplifter Type 4 were located.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 59, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

Miscellaneous Hardware Type 4, an iron three-pronged base used as a casket rest
was also recovered from Burial 59. A match to this type of hardware was found at |
Freedman’s Cemetery and dates to 1905. Two similgr examples were found in the
Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905 and the St. Louis Coffin
Company catalog of 1901. An identical match was found in the Victor Casket Hardware
Company catalog of 1959. A similar form of this type of casket hardware was patented in
1891.

One white metal plaque was recovered from the casket lid of Burial 59. Identified
as Plaque Type 8, it is a roughly rectangular plaque that is engraved with “At Rest.” No
examples of this type of plaque were found in other historic cemetery s'ites, catalogs, or in
design patents.

Forty-six pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 59. Analysis of

the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1890, clearly earlier than the other diagnostic

" artifacts from the burial.

101



Burial 59, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from
soft pine and southern yellow pine and secured with wire nails. Casket handles,
thumbscrews, escutcheons, caplifters, and a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket.

A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for the deceased to

be viewed.

Burial 60

Burial 60 contains the remains of a forty-three year old adult female. The name of
the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 60 dates from 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
60 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure
4.74).

Burial 60 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 x 2.2 ft. Fifty-one
wood samples were analyzed for wood type. The wood specimens measured
approximately 1.6 cm to 26.4 cm and were identified as soft pine and southern yellow
pine. One hundred and six wire nails, dating after 1880, were recovered from Burial 60.

Two sets of handles for the short ends of the casket and two sets of handles for the
long sides of the casket were recovered from Burial 60. Both sets had a bar between the
handles. Eight handles, eight end caps, and one hundred and twenty-eight rail pieces were
among the hardware recovered. The handle has been identified as Handle Type 19, an

iron, single lug, extension casket handle. No matches were found to specifically date the
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casket handles, but the general form, motif, and material type are all consistent with a
post-1900 origin.

Two thumbscrews, designated as Thumbscrew Type 6, were recovered from the
casket area. This is a wire type of thumbscrew made of iron (see Burial 5).

Two different types of casket latches were recovered from Burial 60. One latch,
associated with the casket lid, is designated as Latch Type 1. It is a two-piece
construction made of iron with a japanned finish (see Burial 9). The second type of latch,
Type 3 Latch, is an iron flat metal spring with a thumb lever and has a japanned finish.
This type of latch was also recovered from Freedman’s Cemetery, and it dates from 1900
to 1907. J. D. Ripson patented the latch in 1888.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 60, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One white metal plaque was recovered from the center of the burial. Plaque Type
9 is an asymmetrical art nouveau design that is embossed with “At Rest.” A match to this
plaque’s outline was found in the Schmidt Manufacturing Company catalog, ca. 1920. A
patent of the form of the plaque was issued in 1906 to William Stevens of Sargent &
Company.

Burial 60, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from
black walnut and American chestnut and secured with wire nails and latches. Casket

handles, thumbscrews, and a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket.
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Burial 61

| Burial 61 contains the remains of a fifty-seven year old adult female. The name of
the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware
anélysis, Burial 61 dates from 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
.61 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure
4.75).

Burial 61 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket had been placed in a wooden vault, which was
well preserved. The casket measured approximately 6.7 x 2.0 ft. Eighty-two wood
samples were analyzed for wood type. The wood specimens measured approximately 1.9
cm to 95.5 cm and were identified as yellow poplar and southern yellow pine. Two
hundred and twenty four wire nails, dating after 1880, were recovered from Burial 61.
Twenty-six of these nails remained imbedded in the casket wood.

Eight casket handles, two short bars, eight end céps, and two full bars were
recovered from Burial 61. Identified as Handle Type 20, it is a single lug extension
handle made of iron. No examples were found that matched this type of casket handle but
the general form, motif, and material type are all consistent with a post-1900 origin.

Six outer box or vault handles were also recovered from Burial 61. This type'-of
handle is a single lug, swingbail handle made of iron. No matches to this type of handle
were found from other historic cemeteries, catalogs, or patents.

Seven thumbscrews, identified into three types, were recovered from Burial 61.
The first, Thu;nbscrew Type 14 is a wire thumbscrew made of iron. This type of
 thumbscrew was also recovered from the Cedar Grove Cemetery in Arkansas (1900-
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1915) and the Nancy Creek Cemetery in Georgia (1921). The St. Louis Coffin Company
cataiog of 1901, the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905, and the
Dominion Manufacturers, Ltd. catalog, ca. 1920 all contained matches to Thumbscrew
Typé 14.

Thumbscrew Type 17 is a flat-bodied iron screw associated with the outer box or
vault. Nine total historic cemetery site matches were found for this thumbscrew type
including two in Texas (1901), two in Georgia (1900; post 1900), and one in Tennessee
(1900 to 1920). Matches were also found in three catalogs: St. Louis Coffin Company
catalog of 1901, the Chattanooga Coffin and Casket Company catalog of 1905, and the
Sargent & Co. catalog, ca. 1920.

The third type of thumbscrew recovered from Burial 61 is Thumbscrew Type 18,
a flat-bodied, iron thumbscrew. It is associated with the outer box or vault. One match to
this type of thumbscrew was found in the Chicago Coffin Company catalog of 1896. No
other matches were located.

A type of latch, associated with the casket lid, is designated as Latch Type 1. It is
a two-piece construction made of iron with a japanned finish. Matches to this type of
latch were located from other historic cemetery excavations including Freedman’s
Cemetery (1902-1907), Elko Switch (ca. 1905), and Nancy Creek Cemetery in Georgia
(1903-1920). A utility patent by William Sparks and dated April 16, 1889, can be
attributed to this type of latch.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 61, has been

designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).
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One plaque was recovered from the central area of the burial. Plaque Type 10 is a
rectangular plaque with rounded corners made of white metal. [t is inscribed with
“Mother.” No matches to this type of plaque were located, including from other historic
cer;rleteries, catalogs, and design patents.

Four brass washers associated with the thumbscrews were also recovered from
Burial 61.

Burial 61, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from
yellow poplar and southern yellow pine and secured with wire nails, corrugated fasteners,
and latches. Casket handles, thumbscrews, and a plaque with “Mother” decorated the

casket.

Burial 62

Burial 62 contains the remains of an adult male. The name of the individual and
the date of interment are not known; based on casket hérdware analysis, Burial 62 dates
from 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 62 were recovered,
including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.76).

Burial 62 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7.1 x 2.6 ft. Twenty-six
wood samples were analyzed for .wood type. The wood specimens measured
approximately 4.3 cm to 13.5 cm and were identified as a soft pine. One hundred and
thirty-nine wire nails, dating after 1880, were recovered from Burial 62.

Although no textile lining tacks were recovered from Burial 62, fabric remnants,
which may possibly represent the casket lining, were found in the burial. Textile 62-A
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consisted of twenty-three remnants of a black cotton fabric (TX 3-24). The fabric was
found on the back of metal coffin handles and seems to have been an outer coffin lining.
The fabric was black, but was not dyed. Instead it may have been painted or enameled.

| Handle Type 21, recovered from Burial 62, is a single lug, extension handle made
of white metal and iron. A short bar and a full bar are also a part of this casket handle
system. No matches to this type of handle were found, but the general form, motif, and
material type are all consistent with a post-1900 origin.

Two outer box or vault handles were also recovered from Burial 62. Designated
as Outer Box Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle form (see
Burial 9).

Four thumbscrews, identified as Thumbscrew Type 6, were recovered from Burial
62. This is an iron, wire type of thumbscrew (see Burial 5).

Two caplifters, identified as Caplifter Type 3, is a knobbed dome form of caplifter
made of white metal. No matches to this type of caplifter were found. A caplifter base
associated with Caplifter Type 3 was also recovered from Burial 62. No matches to this
type of caplifter base were found.

A type of latch, associated with the casket lid, is designated as Latch Type 1. Itis
a two-piece construction made of iron with a japanned finish. Matches to this type of
latch were located from other histori;: cemetery excavations including Freedman’s
Cernetery (1902-1907), Elko Switch (ca. 1905), and Nancy Creek Cemetery in Georgia
(1903-1920). A utility patent by William Sparks andrdated April 16, 1889, can be

attributed to this type of latch.
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A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 62, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One white metal plaque was recovered from the central portion of the burial.
Ple;que Type 11 is an asymmetrical art nouveau plaque engraved with “At Rest.” The
identical outline of this plaque was matched in the Schmidt Manufacturing Company
catalog, ca. 1920. The identical form of this plaque was patented in 1906.

Burial 62, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from
soft pine and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, caplifters, and a plaque with “At

Rest” decorated the casket.

Burial 63

Burial 63 contains the remains of a thirty-three year old adult male. The name of
the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 63 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
63 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.77).

Burial 63 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). Twenty-seven wood samples were analyzed
for wood type. The wood specimens measured approximately 2.6 cm to 7.2 cm and were
identified as a soft pine. Sixty-three wire nails, dating after 1880, were recovered from
Burial 63.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 63. Identified as Handle Type 18,

they are double lug, swingbail handles made of white metal (see Burial 59).
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Thumbscrew Type 15, a flat-bodied, white metal thumbscrew, was recovered
from Burial 63. This type of thumbscrew was also recovered from the Ridley Graveyard
in Texas and dates somewhere between 1920 and 1930. No other examples of this type of
thumbscrew were recovered.

Seven escutcheon plates were recovered from Burial 63. Type 8 Escutcheon is
made of white metal and it was also recovered at the following three historic cemeteries:
Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899), Cedar Grove Cemetery (1910-1915), and Texas State
Cemetery (1907-1908). The Crane, Breed & Company catalog of 1877 also contained a
match to this type of escutcheon.

Six caplifters, identified as Caplifter Type 4, have a knob with a four-leaf clover
design made of white metal. A match to t.his type of caplifter was found at Freedman’s
Cemetery and dates from 1903 to 1905. The Simmons Hardware Company catalog of
1918 also contains a match to this type of caplifter. No design patents pertaining to
Caplifter Type 4 were located.

One of the caplifters recovered from Burial 63, Caplifter Type 7, took the form of
a dove with no branch in its beak. This caplifter was made of white metal. Similar
matches were also recovered from Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907) and
Tucker Cemetery in Texas (1909). Several catalogs also contained similar matches to
Caplifter Type 7, including the Columbus Coffin Company catalog of 1882, the St. Louis
Coffin Company catalog of 1901, and the Schmidt Manufacturing Company catalog, ca.
1920. Emil Cuppers of Sargent & Co patented a very similar bird design for a caplifter

May 25, 1880.
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A caplifter base for Caplifter Type 7 was also recovered from Burial 63. It has
been identified as Caplifter Base Type 1. It has a floral design with leaves and berries and
is made of white metal. Matches of this type of caplifter base were found at other historic
cer—netery sites, including Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907), Calhoun
Collection (1 894-1926), and the Tucker Cemetery (1909). Several catalogs included
examples of Caplifter Base Type 1 including the Meriden Britaniiia Company catalog
from 1880, the Columbus Coffin Company catalog from 1882, and the Chicago Coffin
Company catalog from 1896. Emil Cuppers invented a similar form of caplifter base in
1880.

Thirty-four pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 63. Further
analysis of the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1916.

Burial 63, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from
soft pine and secured with wire nailﬁ. Casket handles, thumbscrews, escutcheons, and
caplifters decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket

provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 64

Burial 64 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 64 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 64 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.78).

Burial 64 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
| 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 1.75 x 1 ft. No wood
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samples were analyzed for wood type. Thirty-one wire nails, dating after 1880, and two
cut nails, dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 63.

One coffin screw, Coffin Screw Type 2, was recovered from Burial 64. This white
metal coffin screw has a cylindrical body with a rounded top and a flange with a filigree
base. Several catalogs contained similar matches to Coffin Screw Type 2, including the
Markham and Strong catalog of 1865, the H.E. Taylor & Company catalogs of 1875 and
1879, and the Cincinnati Coffin Company catalogs of 1881 and 1882. No other examples
of this type of coffin screw were found.

Burial 64, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with wire and cut nails. A white metal coffin screw was

also used to construct and decorate the casket.

Burial 65

Burial 65 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 65 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 65 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.79).

Burial 65 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The césket measured approximately 1.8 x .9 ft. Wood
samples were analyzed and identified as soft pine. Forty-one wire nails, dating after 1880,
were recovered from Burial 65. A lock or latch for the casket was recovered from the

north end of the burial.
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One iron screw was recovered from Burial 65. It is a utilitarian, straight slotted

screw and was recovered from several other burials as well.

Burial 65, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from an

soft wood and secured with wire nails and an iron screw.

Burial 66

Burial 66 contained no skeletal remains. It is possible that the remains were
disinterred; another extended grave shaft may indicate the removal of the remains,
although a casket was still present. The name of the individual and the date of interment
are not known; based on casket hardware analysis, Burial 66 dates from 1900 to 1920. A
variety of artifacts associated with Burial 66 were recovered, including mortuary
hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.80).

Burial 66 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 ft x 2.3 ft. Eight wood
samples were analyzed for wood type. They measured between 1.1 cm and 5.8 cm and
were identified as soft pine. Forty-five wire nails, dating after 1880, were recovered from
Burial 66.

Five lugs from a double lug, shortbar casket handle system were recovered from
Burial 22. Handle Type 22 is made of white metal and was also recovered from other
historic cemetery sites, including Freedman’s Cemetery (1901), Calhoun Collection in
South Carolina (1894-1926), and the Collins Cemetery in Oregon (1905). The basic

outline of the lug was patented in 1886.
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Type 4 Ornamental Tack, a plain copper disc or dome, was recovered from Burial
66. This type of ornamental tack was used to cap the screws of the casket handles. Made
of cuprous struck up foil, the tack was matched to one other historic cemetery:
Fréedma.n’s Cemetery, dating from 1885 to 1899 and 1900 to 1905. Type 4 Ornamental
Tack was also matched in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905.
This ornamental tack was also recovered from Burials 1 and 5.

A type of latch, associated with the casket lid, is designated as Latch Type 1. This
is a possible identification for some indeterminate hardware recovered from Burial 66. It
is a two-piece construction made of iron with a japanned finish (see Burial 9). Several
pieces of unidentifiable hardware were also recovered from Burial 66.

Burial 66, which dates frorﬂ 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from
soft pine and secured with wire nails and latches. Casket handles and ornamental tacks

decorated the casket.

Burial 67

Burial 67 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
67 dates from 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 67 were
recovered, including some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.81).

Burial 67 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 1.65 x .65 ft. No wood

samples were analyzed for wood type. It is likely that the coffin lid collapsed and the top
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of the coffin walls were removed by the backhoe. Five wire nails, dating after 1880, were

recovered from Burial 67.

Burial 67, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with wire nails.

Burial 68

Burial 68 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
68 dates from 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 68 were
recovered, including some mortuary hardware (Figure 4.82).

Burial 68 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 1.6 ft x 1 ft. Eight wood
samples were analyzed for wood type. They measured between 2.9 cm and 19.1 cm and
were identified as red oak. It is likely that the top of the coffin walls were removed by the
backhoe. Twenty-one wire nails, dating after 1880, were recovered from Burial 68.

Burial 68, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from

red oak and secured with wire nails

Personal Artifacts
This section provides information relating to the personal artifacts recovered from
the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery. Personal artifacts are artifacts not related

to the construction or makeup of the burial containers. Rather, they are related to the
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belongings and adornments of the buried individuals, which can include their clothing
and any accessories related to their outfits. Several burials did not contain any personal
artifacts: Burials 11, 18, 19, 25, 26, 27, 30, 37, 46, 47, 48, 49, 52, 53, 56, 57, 67 and 68.
A full analysis of the artifacts, by James Davidson, as well as gtextile analysis, can be
found in Appendices X and X

The buttons described in this section were measured in millimeters and in
conjunction with an 1894-1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog. A button scale in the catalog,
which measures buttons in “lines,” was utilized as a comparison for the buttons recovered
from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery. The comparison may prove

beneficial in determining the cost and use of buttons in the late nineteenth century.

Burial 1

Burial 1 contains the remains of a 38-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware and
viewing glass window analysis, Burial 1 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts

- associated with Burial 1 were recovered, including personal artifacts and textiles (see
Figure 4.14).

Twenty-six indeterminate remnants of a black, unmercerized cotton fabric
(Textile 1-A) were recovered from Burial 1. The fabric has a 1/1, 3/3 patterned twill with
a Z-spun warp and weft. The thread count is 24 x 22 yarns per cm with smaller and finer
warp threads. Several remnants of Textile 1-A contained sewing features and three

remnants had straight pins in them. Small remnants of Textile 1-A were present on the

back of two metal buttons from Burial 1.
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Textile 1-B consisted of 7 remnants of a black, bast fiber fabric, which may be
jute. The fabric is a plain weave and the warp is indistinguishable from the weft. One
system contained unspun, red-brown yarns with a thread count of 40 yarns per cm. The
y@s were possibly died with madder. The other system contained slightly S-spun, black
or deep blue yarns with a thread count of 50 to 60 yarns per cm. The yarns were possibly
died with indigo. One 6 x 2.5 cm remnant had a preserved fold.

As mentioned above, two metal fabric covered buttons were recovered from
Burial 1, as well as two four-hole shell buttons. The shell buttons measured
approximately 10.86 mm in diameter. According to the 1894-1895 Montgomery Ward
Catalog button scale, the shell buttons would have measured 18 lines. Shell buttons were
generally used from 1895 to 1940, and these particular buttons were most likely used on a
man’s dress shirt (Fink and Ditzler 1993:5). The metal, fabric covered buttons measured
approximately 14.25 mm in diameter and corresponded with the 26 line sized buttons in
the Montgomery Ward catalog. A metal, gray-black collar stud was also recovered, along
with the 5 metal straight pins still fastened to Textile 1-A.

Burial 1, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained several indeterminate black
cotton and jute textile remnants, two fabric covered metal buttons, two shell buttons, a
metal collar stud, and 5 metal straight pins. The buttons and collar studs suggest a typical

man’s suit, with a button down dress shirt, and perhaps a vest and overcoat.

Burial 2
Burial 2 contains the remains of a 19-year-old adult female. The name of the

individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
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Burial 2 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
2 were recovered, .including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.15).

The personal artifacts recovered from Burial 2 include one two-hole shell button
and one metal safety pin. The shell button measured approximately 10.28 mm in
diameter. According to the 1894-1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog button scale, the shell
button would have measured between 16 and 18 lines. The button was most likely sewn
on a woman’s dress and generally dates from 1895 to 1940 (Fink and Ditzler 1993:56).
The safety pin was associated with a Type 1C pin, which was patented in 1888, by W. F.

Hyatt.

Burial 2, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a shell button and a metal

safety pin.

Burial 3

Burial 3 contains the remains of an 11-year-old male. The name of the individual
| and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis, Burial 3
dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 3 were
recovered, including personal artifacts and textiles (see Figure 4.16).

Textile 3-A consists of the remains of a bowtie (TX 4-2). It was recovered on the
upper portion of the individual’rs remains. It measures approximately 14 cm wide x 4 cm
long. The fiber is jute and the fabric was made of a satin weave with a slight Z-spun warp
and weft. Part of a metal clasp was attached to tﬂe bowtie.

Two other groups of textiles were recovered from Burial 3. Tex_tile 3-B consisted
of 25 remnants of a brown wool fabric. The warp had disintegrated but imprints of it
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could be seen on the remaining fibers. The warp was likely a cotton or linen. Textile 3-B
may represent a linsey-woolsey type of fabric.

Textile 3-C consisted of four remnants of a brown, vegetable fiber fabric. The
fabric had a balanced weave with a thread count of approximately 8 x 8 yarns per cm. All
pieces of 3-C were discovered adhered to 3-B and may be a lining.

Other personal artifacts recovered from Burial 3 include three four-hole hard
black rubber buttons (1.5 to 2 cm in diameter), 2 opaqué white glass collar studs, 2
fragments of a copper alloy metal straight pin, and one small ferrous metal buckle. The
black rubber buttons measured approximately 18.36 mm in diameter. According to the
1894-1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog button scale, the rubber buttons would have
measured 32 lines. Hard rubber buttons were generally used on men’s vests, coats, or
overcoats from 1851 to 1900, while glass collar studs begaji to be used in the 1840s
(Luscomb 1992:80,170-171).

Seeds identified as elderberry (Sambucus canadensis) seeds were also recovered
from the burial. The purpose of the fruit within the burial container is not clear.

Burial 3, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained remnants of a bowtie and two
other indeterminate brown wool and fiber fabrics. Three hard rubber buttons, two white
glass collar studs, two fragments of a metal straight pin, and‘ one metal buckle were also
among the personal artifacts recovered from Burial 3, suggesting a typical man’s suit.
The white glass collar studs would have been used for a dress shirt, while the black

rubber buttons were likely used for a vest or coat.
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Burial 4

Burial 4 contains the remains of a 33-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware and
viewing window glass analysis, Burial 4 dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 4 were recovered, including personal artifacts. The burial
had been disturbed, with artifacts scattered and/or exposed at the surface (see Figure
4.17).

Five fragments of a shell button and one four-hole opaque white glass button
(11.04 mm in diameter) were also recovered from Burial 4. According to the 1894-1895
Montgomery Ward Catalog button scale, the glass button would have measured between
16 and 18 lines. Shell buttons were generally used from 1895 to 1940, while glass buttons
began to be used in the 1840s (Fink and Ditzler 1993:5 6; Luscomb 1992:80). These
buttons were most likely sewn on the individual’s dress.

Burial 4, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained fragments of a shell button

and one opaque white glass button.

Burial 5

Burial 5 contains the remains of a 43-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 5 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
5 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.18).

Two -unidcntiﬁéblc textile remnants were recovered from Burial 5. Textile 5-A

consists of a black wool fabric with a twill weave and Z-spun yarns in both the warp and
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the weft. Due to the small size of the remnants, a thread count could not be determined.
One remnant piece was attached to a cufflink, suggesting that the remnant was part of a
man’s dress shirt. |

A pair of brass cufflinks was also recovered from Burial 5. They exhibit a design
of diamond shapes on the front. One of the cufflinks has been broken in two pieces. Brass
accessories such as cufflinks and buttons were generally used from 1820 to 1870 (Fink
and Ditzler 1993:23).

Seeds were also recovered from Burial 5. A botanical analysis of the seeds
concluded that they were elderberry seeds (Sambucus canadensis). It is not clear what the
purpose of the fruit was. Smartweed (Polygonum sp.) was also identified among the
botanical remains of Burial 5. Smartweed is a weedy invasive species that is common in
disturbed or cleared land.

Burial 5, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained two unidentifiable black wool
fabric, a pair of brass cufflinks, and elderberry seeds. The presence of the cufflinks

suggests that the wool fabric remnants were once part of a man’s dress shirt.

Burial 5a

Burial 5a contains the remains of an indeterminate adult. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial Sa dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
5a were fecovered., including personal artifacts and textiles (see Figure 4.19).

Ten pieces of shoe leather were recovered from Burial 5a. They are designated
Textile SA-A. The largest piece measured 10 cm x 5.5 cm and was 4 mm thick. The
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pieces are most likely the remnants of the sole of a shoe. The pieces were in too poor a
condition to determine which shoe, the right or left, they belonged to.

Three 4-hole opaque white glass buttons (10.08-10.86 mm in diameter) were also
recovered inside the casket area. According to the 1894-1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog
button scale, the glass buttons would have measured between 16 and 18 lines. These
buttons were most likely sewn on a dress or dress shirt and generally date from 1840 to
the present (Luscomb 1992:80).

Burial 5a, which dates prior to 1900, contained the remains of leather shoes and
three opaque white glass buttons. The glass buttons suggest that the deceased had been
dressed in a man’s dress shirt, or, perhaps, a dress, depending on the sex of the

individual, which is unclear.

Burial 6

Burial 6 contains the remains of a child under one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of intermént are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 6 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 6 were
recovered, including some personal artifacts (See Figure 4.20).

Nine four-hole opaque white glass buttons were recovered centrally from inside
the casket area. The buttons measured approximately 8.62 mm and 10.72 mm in
diameter. According to the /894-1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog button scale, the glass
buttons would have measured between 16 and 18 lines. These buttons were most likely

- sewn on a dress. Glass buttons generally began to be used in the 1840s (Luscomb
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1992:80). Three fragments of a copper alloy metal straight pin were also found in Burial

0.

Burial 6, which dates prior to 1900, contained nine opaque white glass buttons

and metal straight pin fragments. The glass buttons suggest the child was likely buried in

a dress.

Burial 7

Burial 7 contains the remains of a child under one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 7 dates prior to 1900. Artifacts associated with Burial 7 were recovered, including
personal artifacts (see Figure 4.21).

An opaque white glass button was recovered from Burial 7 as well several seeds.
Glass buttons were primarily used for dress shirts and dresses and generally began to be
used in the 1840s (Luscomb 1992:80).

Seeds identified as black cherry (Prunus serotina) seeds were also recovered from
the burial. The purpose of the fruit within the burial container is not clear. Smartweed
(Polygonum sp.) was also identified among the botanical remains of Burial 5. Smartweed
is a weedy invasive species that is common in disturbed or cleared land.

Burial 7, which dates prior to 1900, contained an opaque white glass button and

black cherry seeds. The glass buttons suggest that the child was likely buried in a dress.
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Burial 8

Burial 8 contains the remains of a 43-year-old adult male. The name of the
incli.vidual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 8 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
8 were recovered, including personal artifacts and textiles (see Figure 4.22).

The only pieces of clothing recovered from Burial 8 were the remains of a pair of
socks, which were located on the feet of the individual (TX 3-22). The socks have been
designated Textile 8-B. The socks were made of a cream colored unspun jute with 12
stitches per centimeter and 10 rows per centimeter. One sock measured 29 x 13 cm, while
the other was 35 x 13 cm.

Seventeen buttons were recovered from Burial 8 and were located centrally on the
remains of the individual. Eight of these buttons have been identified as being made
possibly of processed horn, while the other nine are made of hard rubber. The black, hard
rubber buttons had two holes. Two of the rubber buttons measured approximately 2 cm
(34lines) in diameter, while the remaining seven measured approximately 1.5 cm (26-28
lines) in diameter. Rubber buttons generally were used from 1851 to 1900 (Luscomb
1992:170-171). The yellow-brown horn buttons also Had two holes and measured
approximately 17.5 cm (26-28 lines) in diameter. A boutonniere pin with a white glass
head was recovered from the upper remains of the individual.

Seeds from the deceased’s chest area were also recovered. The seeds were

identified as black cherry (Prunus serotina) seeds. The purpose of the fruit within the

burial container is not clear.
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Burial 8, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained the remains of a pair of

cream-colored socks, eight processed horn buttons, nine hard rubber buttons, and black

cherry seeds.

Burial 9

Burial 9 contains the remains of a 53-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 9 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
9 were recovered, including some personal artifacts (see Figure 4.23).

Five unidentified black, four-hole buttons were recovered from the central area of
the individual’s remains. They are possibly made of processed bone or horn with black
enamel. Four white celluloid collar studs were recovered from around the remains of the
individual’s head and neck area. Celluloid was generally used to make accessories such

as collar studs- from 1871 to 1940 (Meikle 1995:10-29).

Burial 9, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained five black buttons and four

white celluloid collar studs. These buttons suggest the deceased was dressed in a button

down dress shirt with a vest and/or overcoat.

Burial 1 0
Burial 10 contains the remains of a 38-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
10 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 10

were recovered, including personal artifacts and textiles (see Figure 4.24).
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Two textile remnants attached to a fastener were recovered from Burial 10.
Designated Textile 10-A, the pieces are made of black silk with a warp-faced unbalanced
plain weave and a thread count of 40 to 60 yarns per cm.

Nine remnants of a light brown silk habutae fabric were also recovered from
Burial 10. Textile 10-B had a 2/1-twill weave with unspun yarns and a thread count of 36
yarns per cm. One remnant of 10-B was found adhered to the anterior end of the axis
vertebrae.

Three different types of buttons were recovered from Burial 10. Eleven two-hole
black hard rubber buttons, one shell button, and three ferrous metal buttons were found
along the upper portion of the individual’s remains. The black rubber buttons measured 7
approximately 14.86 mm and 18.57 mm in diameter. According to the /894-1 895
Montgomery Ward Catalog button scale, the black rubber buttons would have measured
26 and 32 lines. The ferrous metal buttons measured approximately 22 mm in diameter,
or 36 lines (Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-1895:80). Four white celluloid collar studs
were also recovered from the neck area of the individual. Celluloid was generally used to
- make coliar studs and other accessories from 1871 to 1940 (Meikle 1995:10-29).

Burial 10, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained black and light brown silk
textile remnants, eleven hard rubber buttons, one shell button, three metal buttons, aﬂd
four white celluloid collar studs. The rubber and metal buttons suggest the deceased was
dressed in a vest and/or an overcoat, while the shell button and celluloid collar studs

_ suggest the individual was also wearing a button down dress shirt.
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Burial 12
Burial 12 contains the remains of an 80-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual is Margaret Holmes and the date of interment was 1944. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 12 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.26).
Two shell buckles, possibly shoe buckles, were recovered from Burial 12.
They had both been broken into two pieces. Four two-hole shell buttons were also recovered
from Burial 12, as well as a metal clothing snap and a metal safety pin. Shell buttons were
generally used for dresses and dress shirts and they date from 1895 to 1940 (Fink and Ditzler
1993:56). Snap fasteners were generally used to replace hook and eye fasteners on dresses
and skirts as early as 1902. An entire set of dentures and a left eye cover was also part of the
personal artifacts recovered from Burial 12. The dentures included the top and bottom sets of
teeth. It appears to have been made of an early type of plastic. The plastic was molded to fit
the entire top and bottom of the mouth. Although hard rubber, patented in 1844 (Luscomb
©1992:90-91), and celluloid, patented in 1869 (Friedel 1983), arguably can be considered the
world’s first plastics, modern synthetic plastic polymers actually date to the early twentieth
century. The first modern plastic, Bakelite, was invented by Dr. Leo Baekeland between
1907 and 1909, and mass production of buttons with the new material became commonplace

after World War I (ca. 1920) (Luscomb 1992:19; Pool 1991; Williams 1982:142).

Margaret Holmes, who died in 1944, was probably outfitted in a dress or,
possibly, a dress shirt and skirt. The contents of Burial 12 help suggest what clothing

Margaret may have worn: two shell buckles, four shell buttons, a metal clothing snap,
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and a metal safety pin. The shell buttons and metal clothing snap, in particular, suggest

that the deceased was outfitted in a dress or, possibly, dress shirt and skirt.

Burial 13

Burial 13 contains the remains of a 30-year-old adult. The sex was indeterminate.
The name of the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket
hardware analysis, Burial 13 dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 13 were recovered, including personal artifacts and textiles (see
Figure 4.27).

Fourteen remnants of black boiled wool were recovered from Burial 13. Textile
13-A had a plain weave and was both S-spun and Z-spun. The wool had been fulled or
felted resulting in a thick pile.

Two pieces of an unidentifiable fabric (Textile 13.1) were found adhered to the
back of metal buttons. The fabric had a 2/1 twill weave. A fabric impression was also
recovered from a button. This is identified as Textile 13.2. It had a balanced plain weave
with Z-spun warp and weft. The thread count was 20 x 20 yarns per cm.

In addition to an unidentifiable fabric covered button, one fou‘r—hole opaque white
glass button, and two fabric covered metal buttons were recovered from Burial 13. Glass
buttons generally were used for dresses or dress sl1iﬁs and began to be used in the 1840s
(Luscomb 1992:80).

Seeds were also found in Burial 13. The seeds were identified as grape (Vitis sp.)
seeds, and the purpose of the presence of the grapes in the casket is not known.
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Burial 13, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained remnants of a black wool
fabric, an unidentifiable fabric attached to metal buttons, one opaque white glass button,
two fabric covered metal buttons, and one unidentifiable fabric covered button. Grape

seeds were also recovered from the burial.

Burial 14

Burial 14 contains the remains of a 58-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
14 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 14
were recovered, including personal artifacts and textiles (see Figure 4.28).

Six indeterminate remnants of a black silk fabric (Textile 14-A) were recovefed
from Burial 14. The fabric has a plain weave with an unspun warp. The weft yarns are
.missing, but it was likely a cellulose fiber. Impressions indicate that the weft was larger
than _the warp and that there were fewer wefts per cm than warp.

Three ferrous metal buttons (one covered with fabric) were recovered from Burial
14, as well as two four-hole opaque white glass buttons. The metal buttons measured
approximately 15.35, 15.5, and 15.85 mm in diameter. According to the 1894-1895
Montgomery Ward Catalog button scale, the metal buttons would have measured 28
lines. The glass buttons measured approximately 10.33 mm (or 16 lines) and 17.15 mm
(or 30 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-1895:80). Glass buttons were
generally used for dresses or dress shirts and began to be used in the 1840s (Luscomb

1992:80). A metal straight pin, still pinned to Textile 14-A, was also recovered from

Burial 14.
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Burial 14, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained six indeterminate remnants
of a black silk fabric, two fabric covered metal buttons, two four-hole opaque white glass
buttons, and a metal straight pin. The black silk remnants and the buttons suggest the

deceased was outfitted in a formal dress.

Burial 15

Burial 15 contains the remains of a 19-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
15 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 15
were recovered, including personal artifacts and textiles (see Figure 4.29).

Twelve remnants of a black bowtie (TX 4-10) were recovered from Burial 15.
Designated as Textile 15-A, the warp was unspun silk and the weft was a 2-ply, S-spun
unmercerized cotton. The fabric had a satin weave with a thread count of 60 x 18 yarns
per cm. The largest remnant, which may have formed the center of the bowtie, was folded
and measured 5 cm x 4 cm.

Two fabric éovered metal bﬁttons were recovered from Burial 15, as well as one
white opaque glass collar stud. The buttons were covered- in a blue silk and measured
approximately 14.28 mm in diameter and 5 mm thick. According to the / 894-1895
Montgo:%ery Ward Catalog button scale, the metal buttons would have measured 26
lines. Collar studs and buttons began to be made out of glass in the 1840s (Luscomb
1992:80). Three metal safety pins were also recove?ed from Burial 15. The metal safety
pins were idgntiﬁed as Type 1DI, and they were known through advertising as Clinton
Safety pins. The patents associated with this pinhead form date to 1878 and 1881.
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Burial 15, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained twelve remnants of a black
bowtie, two fabric covered metal buttons, one white opaque glass collar stud, and three
metal safety pins. The remnants of a bowtie, together with the buttons and collar stud,

suggest the deceased was dressed in a man’s suit, including a button down dtess shirt,

vest, and/or overcoat.

Burial 16

Burial 16 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
16 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 16 were
recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.30).

A fragment of a shell button was recovered from Burial 16 as well as three metal
safety pins. Shell buttons were generally used as dress and dress shirt buttons; they date
from 1895 to 1940 (Fink and Ditzler 1993:56). The metal safety pins were identified as

Type II safety pins. This safety pin type is known as the Lindsay pin and was patented by

John Lindsay in 1878.

Burial 16, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a fragment of a shell button

and three metal safety pins.

Burial 17

Burial 17 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult female. The name of the

individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
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17 dates from 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 17 were
recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.31).

Half of a comb was recovered from around the individual’s remains. It is yellow
and made of celluloid. Celluloid was used to make a variety of accessories from 1871 to
1940, including collar studs and combs (Meikle 1995:10-29).

Burial 17, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained half of a yellow celluloid

comb.

Burial 20

Burial 20 contains the remains of a 30-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 20 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 20 were
recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.34).

A white porcelain four-hole button was recovered from Burial 20. The button
measured approximately 10.14 mm in diameter. According to the 1894-1895 |
Montgomery Ward Catalog button scale, the porcelain button would have measured 16
lines. Porcelain buttons were in common use in America from the mid-1840s to the 1920s
(Albert and Adams 1970:4-5; Pool 1991; Sprague 2002).

Burial 20, which dates prior to 1900, contained a white porcelain four-hole

button.
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Burial 21

Burial 21 contains the remains of a 3-year-old child. The name of the individual
and the date of interment are not known; based on coffin hardware analysis, Burial 21
dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 21 were recovered,
including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.35).

Five opaque white four-hole glass buttons were recovered from inside the coffin
area of Burial 21. The glass buttons measured approximately 11.04 mm in diameter.
According to the 1894-1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog button scale, the glass buttons
would have measured 18 lines. Glass buttons began to be made in the 1840s and were
generally used for dresses and dress shirt‘s (Luscomb 1992:80). One three-hole and one
four-hole porcelain button was also recovered from Burial 21. They measure
approximately 7.52 mm (12 lines) and 8.8 mm (16 lines) in diameter, respectively.
Porcelain buttons were in common use in America from the mid-1840s to the 1920s
(Albeﬁ and Adams 1970:4-5; Pool 1991; Sprague 2002).

Burial 21, which dates prior to 1900, contained five opaque white four-hole glass

buttons, and one three-hole and one four-hole porcelain button.

Burial 22
Burial 22 contains the remains of a 72-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is John T. Holmes and the date of interment was 1922. A variety of artifacts

associated with Burial 22 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal

artifacts (see Figure 4.36).
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Four fabric covered metal buttons were recovered from Burial 22. Textile 22.1
consists of a wool fiber with a blue-green warp and a brown weft. The fabric had a 2/2
twill weave with a thread count of 20 x 24 yarns per cm. One button measured 19 mm
(32 lines) in diameter and three buttons measured 15 mm (26-28 lines) in diameter.

Two fabric covered metal buttons with a slightly different wool fiber (Textile
22.2) covering were also recovered from Burial 22. The wool was S-spun with a brown
warp and a rust weft. The fabric had 2/2 twill with paired warps and a thread count of 16
x 20 yarns per cm. The buttons measured 15 mm (26-28 lines) in diameter.

Twenty-nine unidentifiable remnants of a brown wool fabric (Textile 22-A) were
recovered from Burial 22. The fabric had a plain weave with a Z-spun weft and a thread
count of 12 x 13 yarns per cm. The warp was likely cotton or linen and 22-A may
represent a linsey-woolsey type of fabric. The fabric was brushed to bring out the pile or
texture.

Ten remnants of a black cotton fabric (Textile 22-B) were also recovered from

‘Burial 22. The fabric had a plain weave with a Z-spun warp and weft. The thread count
was 25 yarns per cm in one system and 18 yarns per cm in the other. The fabric had a
very fine open weave. Two remnants of 22-B were found adhered to a piece of 22-A,
which could indicate that 22-B was a lining.

In addition to the buttons, four celluloid collar studs were also recovered from
Burial 22. Celluloid was used to make accessories such as collar studs from 1871 to 1940
(Meikle 1995:10-29).

John T. Holmes, who had died in 1922, had most likely worn a brown wool suit
‘with a button down dress shirt, as suggested by the contents of the burial: unidentifiable
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remnants of a brown-wool fabric, ten remnants of a black cotton fabric, six fabric covered

metal buttons, and four celluloid collar studs.

Burial 23

Burial 23 contains the remains of a 6-month-old child. The name of the individual
is Willie T. Christerson and the date of interment was 1873. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 23 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.37).

Three opaque white four-hole glass buttons, one four-hole white porcelain button,
and one metal clothing snap were recovered from Burial 23. The glass buttons measured
approximately 11.15 mm (18 lines) in diameter, while the porcelain button measured 8.59
mm (14-16 lines) in diameter (/894-1895 Montgomery Ward Catalog:80). Glass buttons
began to be made in the 1840s and were generally used for dresses and dress shirts
(Luscomb 1992:80). Porcelain buttoins were in common use in America from the mid-
1840s to the 1920s (Albert and Adams 1970:4-5; Pool 1991; Sprague 2002).

Burial 23, whichr datles to 1873, contained two large and two small opaque white

four-hole glass buttons, and one metal clothing snap.

" Burial 24

Burial 24 contains the remains of a child under one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; bascd on casket hardware and
viewing window glass analysis, Burial 24 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts

‘associated with Burial 24 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.38).
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Textile 24 consists of small light yellow silk fabric remnants on three straight
pins. The fabric had a balanced, plain weave with a thread count of 20 x 20 yal_'ﬁs per cm.
Seventeen fragments of copper alloy metal straight pins were also recovered from Burial
24.

Burial 24, which dates prior to 1900, contained small light yellow silk fab;*ic

remnants on three straight pins and seventeen fragments of copper alloy metal straight

pins.

Burial 28
Burial 28 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial

28 dates prior to 1900. The only personal artifact recovered from Burial 28 was a pinhead

(see Figure 4.42).

Burial 29

Burial 29 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual is John R. Daws and the date of interment was 1852. Some mortuary hardware
and persolnal artifacts were rgcovered from Burial 29 (see Figure 4.43).

One four-hole opaque white glass button was recovered from Burial 29. The
button measured approximately 8.42 mm (14 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward
Catalog 1894-1895:80). Glass buttons began to be made in the 1840s and were generally
“used for dresses and dress shirts (Luscomb 1992:80).
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Burial 29, dating to 1852, contained one four-hole opaque white glass button.

Burial 31

Burial 31 contains the remains of a 10-year-old male. The name of the individual
is Ephraim P. Holmes and the date of interment was 1852. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 31 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (see Figure 4.45).

Eleven fabric covered metal buttons were recovered from Burial 31. The fabric
was identified as Textile 31.1 and was covered in rust. This made identifying the fiber
and color of the fabric difficult. The yarns were Z-spun in one system and possibly
unspun in the other. The fabric had a plain weave and a thread count of 25 x 25 yarns per
cm. The buttons measured 18 mm (32 lines) in diémete} and were 7 mm thick.

Three remnants of a yellow silk fabric attached to a jewelry fastener were
recovered from Burial 31. The silk was S-spun, 2-ply yarn with a Z-twist. It appears to be
7a braid about 3 mm wide. The metal f;clstener had a design on the front.

Fifteen pieces of shoe leather, including the right and left toe pieces and one heel
piece were recovered from the east end of the casket of Burial 31. Stitching holes
remained in the toe pieces and nails were still intact in the heel piece. All other remnants
were unidentifiable.

Two three-hole opaque white glass buttons, four plain metal buttons, and two
five-hole buttons made of bone were also recovered from Burial 31. The glass buttons
measured approximately 8 mm (14 linesj in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-
'1895:80). Glass buttons began to be made in the 1840s and were generally used for
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dresses and dress shirts (Luscomb 1992:80). The 'b(-)ne buttons measured approximately
16.25 mm (30 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-1895:80).

Ephraim P. Holmes, who had died in 1852, had likely been dressed in a suit and
buﬁon down dress shirt with leather shoes, as suggested by the contents of the burial:
eleven fabric covered metal buttons, three remnants of a yellow silk fabric attached to a
jewelry fastener, fifteen pieces of shoe leather, two opaque white glass buttons, four plain

metal buttons, and two buttons made of bone.

Burial 32

Burial 32 contains the remains of a 58-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is Samuel Holmes and the daté of interment was 1872. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 32 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (see Figure 4.46).

The textile assemblage from Burial 32 includes the remains of a jacket, lining,
t;);’\;tie,- f)anfs, socks',- and s—hoies.r _ . |

Textile 32-A consisted of 10 remnants of a brown wool jacket. The fabric was S-
spun in one system and Z-spun in the other system. It had a balanced plain weave with a
thread count of 30 x 30 yarns per cm and was fulled. Remnants of the jacket include a 17
X 5cm piece of the collar which had the remains of a bowtie in it, an 18 x 5 cm piece of
the collar or lapel, a 12 x 8 cm piece of fhe back vent and pleats, as well as 7 unidentified
pieces. Due to the small amount of material remaining, it could not be determined
whether the jacket was a frock or sack coat. However, the presence of what appears to be

" a back vent with pleats would suggest a frock coat.
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Textile 32-B consisted of 20 remnants of the jacket lining. The lining was made
of a vegetable fiber, either linen or cotton, and was Z-spun in both the warp and weft. The
brown fabric has a 2/1 twill weave with a thread count of 40 yarns per cm in one system
and 30 yarns per cm in the other system. In the visible system, the yarn is much coarser
than the yamn in the covered system.

Textile 32-C consisted of 2 remnants of a black silk bowtie. The silk was unspun
and had a satin weave. Due to deterioration, a thread count was not possible. Small pieces
of sewing thread were found in the bowtie. The thread was blue or black and was 3-ply,
z-ply, and S-spun.

Textile 32-D consisted of the remains of a pair of brown wool trousers (TX 7-19,
TX 7-22, TX8-13, TX8-16, TX8-20, TX8-24). The warp was S-spun while the weft was
Z-spun. The fabric had a balanced plain weave with a thread count of 30 x 30 yarns per
cm. The trousers appear to have been a basic stovepipe legged pant with button fly,
suspender buttons, and side pockets. The extant waistband of the pants measured 87 cm
and the inseam measured 79.5 cm (Drawing D). The trousers had two gussets, measuring
approximately 15 x 18.5 x 24.5 cm. No signs of wear were present on either the
waistband or the gussets of the trousers, possibly indicating that this was a new suit
purchased just for the burial.

Textile 32-E consisted of two remnants of a pair of socks. Thc socks are adhered
to Textile 32-F, a pair of shoes. The material was too deteriorated to determine fiber or
spinning direction. The socks were knit, with 10 stitches per cm and 16 rows per cm. The
socks appeared brown, but the coloring is probably due to dirt and contact with the shoe

leather.
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Textile 32-F consisted of the soles and insoles of a pair of shoes. The toes were
slightly curled on each piece. The left shoe measured 19 cm long x 8 cm wide. The right
shoe measured 20 cm long by 8 cm wide. Both shoes had heels 3 (;m thick. Stitching
holés were evident and pieces of sock (32-E) were present on each insole.

Fourteen metal buttons were recovered from Burial 32. Nine of the buttons were
still attached to the fabric of the pants. One metal straight pin and a set of dentures were
also recovered from Burial 32. The dentures included the top and bottom sets of teeth.
Unlike the early plastic dentures that were recovered in Burials 12 and 60, these dentures
were made of a gold colored metal that were molded to fit the top and bottom of the
individual’s mouth.

Samuel Holmes, who had died in 1872, had been dressed in a brown wool suit,
which included a pair of brown wool trousers, a bowtie, a lined jacket, a pair of socks,
and a pair of shoes. His outfit was accessorized with fourteen metal buttons, one metal

‘straight pin and a set of dentures.

Burial 33

Burial 33 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
33 dates from 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 33 were
recovered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (see Figure 4.47).

Three fabric covered metal buttons were recovered from Burial 33 as well as one
opaque white glass collar stud, and one wooden collar stud. One.bullet was also retrieved
from the burial.
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Fragments of a peach pit were recovered from the burial as well. The purposé for
the peach within the burial is not understood.
Burial 33 (1900-1905) contained three fabric covered metal buttons, one opaque

white glass collar stud, one wooden collar stud, one bullet , and fragments of a peach pit.

 Burial 34

Burial 34 contains the remains of a 44-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is David M. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1863. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 34 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see
Figure 4.48).

The soles of a pair of shoes were recovered from the east end of the burial
(Textile 34-A). The left sole was curled up and measured 15 cm long x 7 cm wide with a
2.5 e¢m thick heel. The right sole was fully extended and measured 25 cm long x 7 cm
wide with a 2.5 cm thick heel. Stitching holes were evident on both the insole and sole.

“ Textile 34-B consists of twelve remnants of beige wool. The fabric had a 2/1 twill
weave with S-spun yarns in one system and Z-spun yarns in the other. The thread count
was 20 x 20 yarns per cm and the fabric was fulled or felted.

Textile 34-C consisted of sixteen remnants of black silk. The fabric had a satin
weave with unspun yarns. Not enough woven area remained to take an accurate thread
count. Textile 34-C is possibly the remains of a bowtie; it is very similar to Textiles 3-A

and 15-A.
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Textile 34-D consisted of two remnants of dark brown wool. The fabric had a
plain weave that was S-spun in one system and Z-spun in the other. The fabric was fulled
or felted.

Eight metal fabric covered buttons and three opaque white glass buttons were also
recovered from Burial 34. The glass buttons measured approximately 9.5 mm (16 lines)
and 11.25 mm (18 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-1895:80). Glass
began to be used to make accessories such as buttons and collar studs in the 1840s
(Luscomb 1992:80).

David M. Stephenson, who had died in 1863, had been dressed in a brown wool
suit with a possible vest and coat as suggested by the contents of the burial: the soles of a
pair of shoes, twelve remnants of beige wool, sixteen remnants of black silk, two

remnants of dark brown wool, eight metal fabric covered buttons and three opaque white

glass buttons.

Burial 35 .
o BufiéléS éoﬁtéins £he rémaiﬁs. df a 20—ycar-old'adult fématle-.-The name-(;f- thé
individual is Hannah B. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1861. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 35 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware
and personal artifacts (see Figure 4.49).

Five fragments of shoe leather were recovered from the east end of Burial 35, by

the remains of the individual’s feet. Textile 35-A consists of pieces of both the left and
right shoes. The left sole was broken in two pieces, which measured 9.3 cm long x 5.6 cm

wide and 7.2 cm long x 5 cm wide. Both pieces were 4 mm thick. A fragment from the
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right sole measured 14.5 cm long x 5 cm wide and 4 mm thick. All other remnants were
small and unidentifiable.

A hair comb made of vulcanized rubber was recovered from above the remains of
the 'individual’s head; “Goodyear” was written on the back. Goodyear rubber was
produced from 1851 to 1900 (Luscomb 1992: 170-171). A vulcanized rubber hairpin and
a metal safety pin were also found in Burial 35.

It is not clear what type of dress Hannah B. Stephenson had been outfitted in for
her funeral in 1861, but the contents of the burial suggest some of the items she had been
wearing: five fragments of shoe leather, a hair comb and a hairpin made of vulcanized

rubber, and a metal safety pin.

Burial 36
Burial 36 contains the remains of a 16-year-old female. The name of the

individual is Martha A. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1844. A variety of

" artifacts associated with Burial 36 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see

Figure 4.50).

A tortoise shell hair comb was also recovered from around the individual’s skull.
Tortoise shell was used up until the mid-nineteenth century when its use began to decline
when hard rubber became a common manufacturing material for combs and hair
accessories.

Burial 36, dating to 1844, contained a tortoise shell hair comb.

142



Burial 38

Burial 38 contains the remains of a 44-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is William Vardeman and the date of interment was 1846. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 38 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see
Figure 4.52).

Four opaque white glass buttons and three wooden buttons _weré recovered from
Burial 38. The glass buttons measured approximately 10.19 mm (16 lines) in diameter.
Glass buttons began to be made in the 1840s and were generally used for dresses and
dress shirts (Luscomb 1992:80). The wooden buttons measured approximately 17 mm
(30 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-1895:80).

Burial 38, dating to 1846, contained four opaque white glass buttons and three

wooden buttons.

" Bwia39 '
Burial 39 contains the remains of an eighty year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is Morgan Vardeman and the date of interment was 1847. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 39 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.53).
! Six five-hole wooden buttons were recovered from Burial 39. The buttons
W measured approximately 16.21 mm (30 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog

1894-1895:80).

Burial 39, dating to 1847, contained six wooden buttons.
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Burial 40

Burial 40 contains the remains of an adult male. The name of the individual is
John T. Vardeman and the date of interment is not known; based on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 40 dates from 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
40 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.54).

The textile assemblage from Burial 40 consists of a sack coat, lining, a vest, a

bowtie, shirt, and pants.
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Textile 40-A consisted of 38 remnants of a wool jacket, probably a sack coat
(TX1-3, TX 1-9, TX1-13). The fabric was S-spun in the warp and weft, with a 2/2 twill
weave and a thread count of 16 x 18 yarns per cm. The warp consisted of medium brown
and 'tan threads, while the weft was medium brown. A subtle stripe pattern was created in
the fabric by alternating two tan then two medium brown threads in the warp. The brown
threads are also slightly thicker than the tan. The fabric had a very tight weave and had
been heavily brushed to form pile.

The coat had a curved bottom, five buttons down the front, and hip pockets
(Drawing A). No evidence of a breast pocket could be found. Double topstitching was
present on the hem and lapels, although the sewing thread had deteriorated. The coat was
lined, and may have had an inner and outer lining. The reconstructed dimensions of the
coat were 76 cm long x 45 cm wide. The pile is worn away on the collar of Textile 40-A,
indicating that this was probably not a suit of clothes purchased for burial, but that Burial
40 was interred in his best suit. The sack coat was the most popular style of the 1860s and
-18705 and examples of thls style can be found in the 1897 Sears Roebuck catalog as v_vell
as Severa’s Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans and Fashion, 1840-1900
(1995).

| Textile 40-B consisted of 50 remnants of brown silk, which was most likely an
inner liniﬁg for the coat. The warp was unspun and the weft was too fine to see. The
fabric had a simple gauze weave with a thread count of 33 x 20 yarns per cm. The weft
appears slightly darker in color and extremely fine.

Textile 40-C consisted of 50 remnants of light brown silk, which is most likely an

 outer lining for the coat. Spinning direction could not be determined, but the fabric had a
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balanced plain weave with a thread count of 16 x 16 yarns per cm. The fabric had a very
open weave.

Textile 40-D consisted of 20 remnants of a wool vest (TX2-1, TX2-17). The
fabfic was identical to the fabric used in creating Textile 40-A, the coat (TX2-21). The
reassembled vest was 62.5 cm long. The vest is single breasted and collarless, with two
lower pockets (Drawing E). It had a snake of fabric that ran up around the neck to the
center back. The back of the vest had deteriorated, but the buckle for a back strap remains
(TX2-24). There were two rows of top stitching along the edge of the vest opening and
six buttons. The detached pockets each measured 10 cm across. Severa (1995:314) states
that a dressy vest was often made of material matching the suit, supporting the idea that
Burial 40 was interred in his best clothes.

Textile 40-E consisted of 24 remnants of a cotton shirt. The fabric was Z-spun in
both the warp and weft and had a plain weave with a thread count of 18 yarns ber cm in

one system and 22 yarns per cm in the other The fabric was dark brown although traces

of red and blue could be seen. The red and blue appear to be pamted on, rather than
woven and may represent a printed pattern. Textile 40-E only seemed to preserve over
metal buttons.

Textile 40-F consisted of the 16 remnants of a black silk bowtie. The spinning
direction was unclear, but the fabric had a satin weave with a thread count of 60 x 48
yarns per cm. The bowtie consisted of many layers and grosgrain ribbon appears to have
been part of the construction. The ribbon probably served as a strap to go around the

neck.
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Textile 40-G consisted of 34 remnants of a pair of wool trousers (TX3-6). The
fabric was identical to the fabric used in the construction of Textiles 40-A and 40-D. The
reassembled dimensions of the trousers were 53 cm long x 35 cm wide. The trousers had
a ﬁ\./e-button fly with one additional outside button. They also had vertical slit pockets
extending from the waistband. The edges of the pockets have two rows of topstitching.
Very little remains of the trousers, however one can assume they would have been a basic
stovepipe legged pant, similar to 32-D (Drawing D). |

Eleven hard rubber black buttons were reéovered from Burial 40. Six smaller
buttons came from the vest, while five large buttons came from the jacket. The small
rubber buttons measured approximately 15.03 mm (26 lines) in diameter, while the large
rubber buttons measured 18.71 mm (32 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog
1894-1895:80). Four opaque white glass buttons from the shirt, and eleven metal buttons
adhered to the pants were also recovered from Burial 40. The glass buttons measured
app10x1mately 12.82 mm (22 llnes) in diameter, while the ferrous metal buttons measured
11.08 mm (18 lmes) in dlameter (Montgomer 'y Wmd Catalog 1894-1895: 80) Glass
buttons began to be made in the 1840s and were generally used for dresses and dress
shirts (Luscomb 1992:80). One metal cufflink (15.13 mm in diameter), three wooden
collar studs (9.53 mm in diameter), and one metal fastener from the waist of the pants
were also recovered from the burial. A peach pit was recovered from the chest area of the
individual’s remains.

John T. Vardeman, who died ca. 1900 to 1905, had worn a brown wool suit at the
time of his buriai as suggested by the contents of the burial: the remains of a sack coat,

lining, a vest, a bowtie, shirt, pants, eleven hard rubber black buttons, four opaque white
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glass buttons, one metal cufflink, three wooden collar studs, one metal fastener, and a
peach pit. The deceased had been dressed in a man’s suit, which had most likely not been

purchased especially for the burial, but had been previously worn at special occasions.

Burial 41

Burial 41 contains the remains of a 78-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is Lindsay Stephenson and the date of interment was 1870. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 41 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (see Figure 4.55).
| The textile assemblage from Burial 41 includes a frock coat, lining, and a pair of
fall-front trousers.

Textile 41-A consisted of 3 remnants of brown wool forming a frock coat (TX4-
21, TX5-17, TX6-11). The wool had a balanced plain weave which was S-spun in one

system and Z-spun in the other. It had a thread count of 30 x 30. Small pieces of black, 2-

groTersbueassea

When reconstructed and laid flat, the coat had a length of 110 cm, with the skirt
measuring 54 cm long (Drawings B and C). The coat was single breasted with a stitched-
on placket front. It had buttons and buttonholes extending up to the top of the lapel.
Double topstitching was present on the cuffs of the coat. Stitching was present inside the
lapels of the coat, in order to give the lapels body (TX 5-21). This is an indicator of the
excellent craftsmanship that went into the manufacture of this garment.

There is no sign of wear on Textile 41-A, indicating that it was likely purchased

for burial. The coat is similar to an 1860s frock coat and was a more formal style that
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might customarily be worn by an older man (Severa 1995). Plate 4 from Louis Devere’s
The Handbook of Practical Cutting on the Centre Point System (1866), shows a frock
coat quite similar to Textile 41-A (Shep and Salisbury 1994). It is also a single-breasted
froék coat with a stitched-on placket front, which has buttons and buttonholes extending
up to the top of the lapel. Coats of similar style can also be found in the 1897 Sears
Roebuck catalog as well as Severa’s Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans
and Fashion, 1840-1900 (1995).

~ Textile 41-B consisted of 40 remnants of coat lining. The lining was brown,
unspun silk in a balanced plain weave. The fabric had a thread count of 50 x 50 yarns per
cm. The lining covered the entirety of the inside of the jacket.

Textile 41-C consisted of a pair of fall-front trousers (TX5-4, TX6-8). The

trousers were made of brown wool, Z-spun in both warp and weft. The fabric had a plain
weave with a thread count of 16 yarns per cm in one system and 14 yarns per cm in the

other system. The trousers have a ribbed texture, similar to corduroy.

The waistband of the reconstructed pants measured 122 cm, wi_t_h aﬁ ri-n;e_a‘mr ;)f Zl
cm (Drawings F, G, and H). Two buttons fastened the outer fall, whil;a the inner
waistband closed with three buttons (TX5-7 and TX5-9). Two hip pockets were attached
to the inner waistband.

The pattern for a pair of fall-front trousers can be found in the Salisbury’s System
of Actual Measurement and Drafting, which was reproduced by R.L Shep (1994).
Salisbury indicates that the pattern is designed to accommodate a stout man, and the

measurements of both the frock coat and trousers indicate that Burial 41 was a larger

149



including some personal artifacts. Three copper alloy metal straight pins were recovered

from Burial 55 (see Figure 4.69).

Burial 58

Burial 58 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The last name of
the individual and the date of interment are not known; based .on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 58 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 58
were recovered, including some mortuary hardware (see Figure 4.72).

One copper alloy metal straight pin and one metal snap were recovered from the
western central portion of Burial 58.

Burial 58, which dates prior to 1900, contained one copper alloy metal straight

pin and one metal snap.

Burial 59

Burial 59 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult male. The last name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware and
viewing glass analysis, Burial 59 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 59 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (see Figqre 4.73).

Six fragments of shell buttons and two wooden collar studs were recovered from

Burial 59. The button fragments were located on the south side of the burial.
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man. No sign of wear was found on the trousers, supporting the idea that Burial 41 was

. interred in a new suit.

Four types of buttons were recovered from Burial 41: one hard rubber black
bu&on, three four-hole opaque white glass buttons, eleven fabric covered metal buttons,
and two four-hole wooden buttons. Hard rubber buttons were patented in 1851 by
Goodyear and were generally used up until 1900 (Luscomb 1992:170-171). The glass
buttons measured approximately 10.78 mm (18 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward
Catalog 1894-1895:80). Glass buttons began to be made in the 1840s and were generally
used for dresses and dress shirts (Luscomb 1992:80). The wooden buttons measured
approximately 16.50 mm (30 lines) in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-
1895:80). These were most likely pants buttons.

Lindsay Stephenson, who died in 1870, had been buried in a new brown wool suit
as suggested by the contents of the burial: a lined frock coat, a pair of fall-front trousers,

one hard rubber black button, three opaque white glass buttons, eleven fabric covered

metal buttons, and two wooden buttons.

Burial 42

Burial 42 contains the remains of a thirty-five year-old adult female. The name of
the individual is Ann E. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1846. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 42 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see

Figure 4.56).

Approximately three tortoise shell hair combs, broken into eight fragments, one

| copper alloy metal straight pin, and one set of dentures were recovered from Burial 42.
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Tortoise shell was used up until the mid-nineteenth century when its use began to decline
when hard rubber became a common manufacturing material for combs aﬁd hair
accessories.

A set of dentures was also recovered from Burial 42. The set includes the top and
bottom teeth, but no molded portions tilat would ilave fit the mouth. The teeth were
secured with a gold colored metal.

It is unclear what Ann E. Stephenson had worn at the time of her burial in 1846,
but, as suggested by the contents of the burial, she had wom approximately three tortoise

shell hair combs, one metal straight pin, and one set of dentures.

Burial 43

Burial 43 contains the remains of a female child less than one year old. The last
name of the individual is Stephenson and the date of interment was 1837. One copper
alloy metal straight pin was recovered from Burial 43 (see Figure 4.57).

Burial 44
Burial 44 contains the remains of a 22-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual is Eliza E. Stephenson and the date of interment was 1862. A variety of

artifacts associated with Burial 44 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see

Figure 4.58).
Textile 44-A consisted of twelve pieces of shoe leather. A piece of a heel

measured 3.9 cm long x 3.3 cm wide and was 1.9 cm thick. A piece of the right shoe
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measured 12.8 ¢cm long x 4.6 cm wide and was 3 mm thick. All other remnants weré
small and unidentifiable.

Textile 44-B consisted of thirty-two remnants of a shiny black fabric, possibly
weighted silk. The fabric had a plain weave with unspun yarns; warp and weft could not
be differentiated. The fabric was densely woven with a thread count of 50 yarns per cm in
one system and 100 yarns per cm in the other. Several remnants of textile 44-B presented
sewing features. One remnant, 2.5 cm long x 3 cm wide, had pleats and the remains of a
seam, although the thread had deteriorated. The seam had a 2 mm seam allowance and
very regular stitching; approximately 3 mm from center to center of thread holes. Two
remnants had aqua thread. The thread was 2-ply, S-plied silk. Several remnants had
straight pins, while others had hook and eyes.

Three metal straight pins, still attached to fapric, were recovered from Burial 44.
*fi;;;,:: A hook and eye metal fastener attached to pieces of fabric, and another metal fastener,

also attached to fabric were also found in the burial. A vulcanized rubber bodice or corset

sté)}, arsirwcl-l“a;a Qﬁlcéﬁiie& rubber i)la(;I'C haxr ‘cofnb Qéfé_-;;;OQérea aroﬁﬁd the
individual’s remains. The comb was a full sized comb used to sweep and secure the entire
front section of hair away from the face.

Three types of buttons were recovered from Burial 44: nine four-hole plain
opaque white glass buttons, one scalloped opaque white four-hole glass button, and two
four-hole hard rubber brown buttons. The plain glass buttons measured approximately
11.6 mm (18 lines), while the scalloped edged glass button measured 11.37 mm (18 lines)
in diameter (Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-1895:80). Glass buttons began to be used

" in the 1840s and were generally used for dresses and dress shirts (Luscomb 1992:80).
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The rubber buttons measured approximately 10.4 mm (16-18 lines) in diameter
(Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-1895:80). Hard rubber buttons were generally used
from 1851 to 1900 (Luscomb 1992:170-171).

— Burial 44, which dates to 1862, contained twelve pieces of shoe leather, remnants
of a shiny black fabric, three metal straight pins, two metal fasteners, a vulcanized rubber
bodice or corset stay, a vulcanized rubber black hair comb, nine plain opaque white four-
hole glass buttons, one scalloped opaque white four-hole glass button, and two four-hole
hafd rubber brown buttons. Given the array of personal artifacts recovered from Burial
44, it is likely that Eliza E. Stephenson had worn a black silk dress, complete with a

corset, as well as a hair comb at the time of her burial.

Burial 45

Burial 45 contains the remains of a 45-year-old adult female. The name of the

individual is Eliza Holmes and the date of interment is not known; based on casket

hardware analysis, Burial 45 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with
Burial 45 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.59).

Textile 45-A consisted of twenty-two remnants of a black wool fabric recovered
from the torso area of Burial 45. The fabric had plain weave with very small, brown, S-
spun warp and coarse black, slightly Z-spun weft. The thread count was 34 x 12 yarns per
cm. Three remnants had pieces of black thread attached. The thread was 2-ply, Z-ply silk.

Several remnants had straight pins.
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The rubber buttons measured approximately 10.4 mm (16-18 lines) in diameter

(Montgomery Ward Catalog 1894-1895:80). Hard rubber buttons were generally used
from 1851 to 1900 (Luscomb 1992:170-171).

‘ Burial 44, which dates to 1862, contained twelve pieces of shoe leather, remnants
of a shiny black fabric, three metal straight pins, two metal fasteners, a vulcanized rubber
bodice or corset stay, a vulcanized rubber black hair comb, nine plain opaque white four-
hole glass buttons, one scalloped opaque white four-hole glass button, and two four-hole
hafd rubber brown buttons. Given the array of personal artifacts recovered from Burial
44, it is likely that Eliza E. Stephenson had worn a black silk dress, complete with a

corset, as well as a hair comb at the time of her burial.

Burial 45

Burial 45 contains the remains of a 45-year-old adult female. The name of the

individual is Eliza Holmes and the date of interment is not known; based on

casket

hardware analysis, Burial 45 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with
Burial 45 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.59).

Textile 45-A consisted of twenty-two remnants of a black wool fabric recovered
from the torso area of Burial 45. The fabric had plain weave with very small, brown, S-
spun warp and coarse black, slightly Z-spun weft. The thread count was 34 x 12 yarns per
cm. Three remnants had pieces of black thread attached. The thread was 2-ply, Z-ply silk.

Several remnants had straight pins.
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Textile 45-B consisted of four remnants of black silk yarns from the skull of
Burial 45. The yarns were 2-ply and S-ply and may have been the remains of a hair net or
some sort of hair covering or decoration. One remnant had a straight pin in it.

Textiles 45-C and 45-D are remnants of the same black silk fabric. Twenty-two
pieces of 45-C were collected from the skull area of the burial and twenty-six pieces of
45-D were collected from the foc;t area of the burial. The fabric had a balanced plain
weave with unspun warp and weft and a thread count of 50 x 40 yarns per cm. The
remnants showed the remains of a woven border. In this woven border, the weft forms a
tubular structure at the edge of the fabric as they turn around in the next shed. The tube is
open and 3-dimensional (Seiler-Baldinger 1994:128). Textiles 45-C and 45-D may be the
remains of a sheet or burial pall. The border would have been able to hold a drawstring,
although there is no evidence of any type of cord.

Sixty-seven black glass beads were recovered from Burial 45. They can possibly

be attributed to the decoration of the clothing worn at burial. A set of dentures, five metal

straiglllt pins, a metal. ‘cye of a hook and eye clothing fastener, and a peach pit were also
recovered from Burial 45. The dentures included the top and bottom sets of teeth. Unlike
the early plastic dentures that were recovered in Burials 12 and 60, these dentures were
made of a gold colored metal that were molded to fit the top and bottom of the
individual’s mouth.

The peach pit was found resting on the remains of the individual’s waist. Burials
14, 33, 35, 40, 42, and 66 also contained peach pits. The purpose of the peaches placed in

the burials is not known. One opaque white glass button was also recovered from Burial
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45. Glass buttons began to be used for dresses and dress shirts in the 1840s (Luscomb
1992:80).

Burial 45, which dates prior to 1900, contained remnants of a black wool fabric,
reﬁnants of black silk yarns and black silk fabric, sixty-seven black glass beads, a set of
dentures, five metal straight pins, a metal eye of a hook and eye clothing fastener, a peach
pit, and one opaque white glass button. Given the array of personal artifacts recovered
from Burial 45, it is likely that Eliza Holmes had worn a black silk dress, decorated with

black glass beads, at the time of her burial

Burial 50

Burial 50 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult female. The last name of the
individual is Vardeman and the date of interment is not known; based on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 50 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 50
were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Flgure 464) o

Seventy-one blue glass beads from a necklace were recovered from Burial 50, as
well as fragments from a tortoise shell hair comb. Tortoise shell was used up until the
mid-nineteenth century when its use began to decline when hard rubber became a
common manufacturing material for combs and hair accessories.

Burial 50, which dates prior to 1900, contained seventy-one blue glass beads from

a necklace and fragments from a tortoise shell hair comb.

Buf;ial 51
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Burial 51 contains the remains of a 43-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual is Polly Vardeman and the date of interment was 1844. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 51 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.65).

A broken tortoise shell hair comb was recovered adjacent to the individual’s skull.
Tortoise shell was used up until the mid-nineteenth century when its use began to decline
when hgrd rubber became a common manufacturing material for combs and hair

accessories.

Polly Vardeman, who died in 1844, had worn a tortoise shell hair comb at the

time of her burial.

Burial 54

‘Burial 54 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on coffin hardware ana!y;.i_s,f o

Burial 54 dates prior to 1900. One copper alloy metal straight pin was recovered from

Burial 54 (see Figure 4.68).

Burial 55
Burial 55 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial

55 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 55 were recovered,
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Burial 59, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained six fragments of shell

buttons and two wooden collar studs.

Bur—'ial 60

Burial 60 contains the remains of a 43-year-old adult female. The last name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 60 dates from 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 60 were
recovered, including some personal artifacts (see Figure 4.74).

Textiles were found preserved underneath the plaque from Burial 60. Textile 60-
A consisted of fifteen remnants of yellow silk. The fabric had a plain weave 'wi_th unspun
weft and Z- and S-spun warp. The warp alternates two Z-spun yarns followed by two S-
spun yarns. The fabric had a thread count of 30 x 60 yarns per cm and was a fairly fine,

open weave.

A full set of dentures and a metal safety pin were also recovered from Burial 60. The

dentures included the top and bottom sets of teeth. It appears to have been made of an early
type of plastic. The plastic was molded to fit the entire top and bottom of the mouth.
Although hard rubber, patented in 1844 (Luscomb 1992:90-91), and celluloid, patented in
1869 (Friedel 1983), arguably can be considered the world’s first plastics, modern synthetic
plastic polymers actually date to the early twentieth century. The first modern plastic,
Bakelite, was invented by Dr. Leo Baekeland between 1907 and 1909, and mass production
of buttons with the new material became commonplace after World War I (ca. 1920)

(Luscomb 1992:19; Pool 1991).
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The safety pins have been identified as Type 1DIV. George Boden patented this
pin type in 1896. The temporally diagnostic element on this pin is the design of the end

coil (Utility Patent No. 553, 049).

Burial 60, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained remnants of yellow silk, a

full set of dentures and a metal safety pin.

Burial 61

Burial 61 contains the remains of a 57-year-old adult female. The last name of the
individual and the date of interment are not knqwn; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 61 dates from 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 61 were
recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.75).

Textile 61-A consisted of five remnants of brown unmercerized cotton. The fabric
had a balanced plain weave with S-spun yarns in one system and Z-spun yarns in the

other. It had a thread count of 20 x 20 yarns per cm andrvyﬂs_ fu}l_edor 7f_el_t_(?_c}: -

Textile 61-B consisted of one remnant of shiny beige silk on a straight pin. The
fabric had a plain weave that was S-spun in one system and unspun in the other. It had a
thread count of 30 yarns per cm in one system and 60 yarns per cm in the other system
and was a fine, slightly open weave.

One metal safety pin and one hook from a hook and eye closure were also
recovered from Burial 61. Due to the extremely fragmentary state of the safety pin,
identification of its pin type was difficult to discern. Based on the corroded head of the
pin, three possible pin types were associated with this pin: Type 1D, Tybe 1F, or Type

* 1H. Patents for these pin types range from 1878 to 1900.
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Burial 61, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained five remnants of brown
unmercerized cotton, remnants of a silk textile on a straight pin, one metal safety pin and

one hook from a hook and eye closure.

Burial 62

Burial 62 contains the remains of an adult male. The last name of the individual
and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis, Burial 62
dates from 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 62 were recovered,
including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.76).

Textile 62-B consisted of a single 3-dimensional item of black silk (sketch). It
measured 2 cm x 2 cm and was fan shaped. The item had a 2/2 twill and was S-spun in
one system and Z-spun in the other. A yarn was coming out of the narrow end of the
item. It was most likely some sort of tassel or decorative end.

Two metal cufflinks with a design on the front, o.ne celluloid COH?.I‘ stud, and one
unidentifiable leather fastener were recovered from Burial 62. Celluloid was used to
manufacture collar studs and other accessories from 1871 to 1940 (Meikle 1995:10-29).

Burial 62, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a single 3-dimensional item

of black silk, two metal cufflinks, one celluloid collar stud, and one unidentifiable leather

fastener.

Burial 63

Burial 63 contains the remains of a 33-year-old adult male. The last name of the

individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
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Burial 63 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 63 were
recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.77).

Two four-hole shell buttons, two metal fabric covered buttons, and a brass straight
pin'were recovered from Burial 63. Shell buttons were generally used from 1895 to 1940
(Fink and Ditzler 1993:56).

Burial 63, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained two four-hole shell buttons,

two metal fabric covered buttons, and a brass straight pin.

Burial 64

Burial 64 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The last name of
the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 64 dates prior to 1900 (see Figure 4.78).

One opaque white glass button was recovered from Burial 64. Glass buttons

began to be made in the 1840s and were generally used for dresses and dress shirts

(Luscomb 1992:80).

Burial 64, which dates prior to 1900, contained one opaque white glass button.

Burial 65

Burial 65 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The last name of
the individual and the date of interment are no.t known; based on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 65 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
65 were recovered, including personal artifacts (see Figure 4.79).

Fourteen metal safety pins were recovered from Burial 65.
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Burial 65, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained fourteen metal safety pins.

Burial 66
- Burial 66 contains the remains of a child less than one year old. The last name of
the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware
analysis, Burial 66 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
66 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (see Figure 4.80).
Textile 66-A consisted of thirteen remnants of a black wool fabric. The fabric had
a plain weave with a Z-spun weft. The warp had deteriorated, however the remaining
impressions indicated that the fabric had a thread count of 16 x 10 yams per centimeter.
Textile 66-B consisted of two remnants of a black cotton and silk. The fabric had
a 2/1 twill weave with unspun silk warp and Z-spun cotton weft and thread count of 80 x

36 yarns per cm.

A peach pit was also recovered from Burial 66. The peach pit was found in the

burial area; no skeletal remains were recovered from Burial 66, possibly due to a
previous disinterment. Burials 14, 33, 35, 40, and 42 also contained peach pits.
Burial 66, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained remnants of black wool,

black cotton and silk textiles, and a peach pit.
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~ likely not have had the same expertise and qualifications (Little 1998:3).

Discussion and Summary

Grave Markers

Perhaps just as revealing as the archaeological contents of a burial, grave markers
are external symbols meant to represent an individual for all of eternity. The cultural
clues evident in a grave marker include not only the name of the deceased and their date
of birth and death, but also the sentiments of their loved ones, who wished to humanize
their relatives through their words. The type of stone that was used to create the grave
marker, whether it was limestone or marble, is also an important indicator of what socio-
economic class the family was in. If the inscription on the stone went beyond the usual
name and date to a more elaborate poem or verse, then it is likely that the family had paid
a commercial stonecutter to create the marker, rather than a local one, who would most

In the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson cemeterf, a whole or partial commercially
manufactured headstone accompanied twenty burials, while eight manufactured
footstones were also associated with the burials. Twenty-six of the burials were marked
with plai'n, unmodified fieldstones, either at the head or foot of the graves, or both.

The manufactured gravestones were categorized by type (see Figure 4.2). The
first type, called “Special or Unique,” was associated with four of the burials. These
gravestones were presented as anomalies to the main types of gravestones, which were
associated with the Vardeman and Stephensoh families. The gravestones associated with

the Vardeman and Stephenson families were categorized as the “Vardeman” type and the
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Lincoln County, and is only found in a few locations. It is common in counties to the east
on the Curﬁber}and Plateau. Southern yellow pine was found as a primary wood type in
four of the burials dating prior to 1900, and in six of the burials dating after 1900. One of
theée burials belonged to a member of the Holmes family. Three of these burials also
contained viewing glass, while eight of these burials also contained casket handles. All
but one of these burials also contained thumbscrews, and five of these burials also
contained plaques. Only one of these burials also contained hinges.

Soft pine was identified as the primar).,r wood type in nine (18.36%) of the burials,
and as 'the secondary wood type in one of the burials. Soft pine is native to Lincoln
County, and appears to be a reasonable wood source for the cemetery’s coffins and
caskets. Pine was a common wood used in constructing coffins and caskets during the
first half of the nineteenth century. “Few coffins better than plain pine painted black were
used,” claimed an 1844-1845 diary entry (Buikstra et al. 2000: 61; Larkin 1988:99). Pine
was easy to work with and could give fast results (Buikstra et al. 2000: 61; Larkin
1988:99). Most of the burials that were associated with soft pine as a primary wood type
dated to after 1900. Soft pine was also used for wood planks surrounding the cast iron
coffin as an outer box or vault in Burial 41, which dates to 1870. Soft pine was used in
two Stephenson burials (Burials 41 and 35). Four of the burials that contained soft pine
also contained viewing glass, while five of the burials (about half) also contained casket
handles. All but two of the burials also contained thumbscrews. Four of the burials also
contained plaques.

Yellow poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) was identified as a primary wood type in

| seven (14.3%) of the burials. Yellow poplar was commonly used as a secondary wood in
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cabinetry and furniture and was used for constructing coffins in the early nineteeﬁth
century (Buikstra et al. 2000: 62; Hansen 1991). Yellow poplar is native to Lincoln
County, and appears to be a reasonable wood source for the coffins and caskets of the
Hc‘)lmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery. Yellow poplar was used in four burials as a
primary wood type dating before 1900, as well as to three other burials dating after 1900.
One of these burials (Burial 40) may be a Vardeman burial. One of the burials that
contained yellow poplar also contained viewing glass, while three of the burials also
contained casket handles. All but oﬁc of these burials also contained thumbscrews, while
two of the burials also contained plaques. Only one of these burials also contained hinges.

Red oak was identified as a primary wood type in four (8.16%) of the burials. Red
oaks are open celled and are therefore not suitable to exposure if left untreated (Buikstra
et al. 2000: 62). Three of the burials associated with red oak as a primary wood type
dated to the 1840s (Burials 51, 36, 39). Burial 68, however, dated from 1915 to 1950.
Burials 51 and 39 are Vardeman burials, while Burial 36 is a Stephenson burial.

White oak was identified as a primary wood type in three (6.12%) of the burials,
and was not found in any other quantities among the burials. White oak is favorable for
coffin and casket construction due to its imperfneable cells (Buikstra et al. 2000: 62).
White oak is associated with Burial 52 (1843), Burial 22 (1922), and Burial 12 (1944).
All three of these burials are Holmes burials. Two of the burials that contained white oak
also contained casket handles. One of the burials contained hinges and two of the burials
also contained thumbscrews. Red and white oaks are native to Lincoln County, and
appear to be reasonable wood sources for the coffins and caskets of the Holmes-

Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.
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“Stephenson” type of gravestones. The “Vardeman” type of monument was a rectangular
box-tomb, comprising of a ledger resting on top of a dry lain limestone base. The
“Stephenson” type of headstone was an angled, rounded top design that stood upright
fror'n the ground. Additional types were the “Traditional” type and the “Monument” type.
The “Traditional” type of headstone was identified as having a rounded top, while the
“Monument” type was a sarcophagus shaped ledger resting on top of foundation stones.
In an effort to link these headstone types to general historical trends in American grave
markers, Ruth Little’s Sticks & Stones, a history of cemeteries in North Carolina, was
consulted (1998).

| The “Varderﬁan” type of grave markers consisted of box-tombs, or limestone
ledgers, typically measuring 72” in length, that were rested on top of dry lain limestone
bases (see Figure 4.8) (Table 4.2). Box-tombs and other bl_;lrials marked with ledger
stones were primarily used by upper class families before the Civil War. They were

popular due to the fact that the ledgers provided so much room for long inscriptions

(Little 1998:14-15). Five buried individuals associated with this type of grave marker
were all members of the Vardeman family. The burials ranged in date from 1842 to 1849,
and it is assumed that the box-tombs were constructed contemporaneously to the passing
of the individuals. Three men, William, Morgan, and John Christopher Vardeman, and

- two women, both named Polly Vardeman, were among the five burials that had these
box-tombs (Table 4.1). The inscriptions on the ledgers remained relatively brief despite
the large size of the stones. Both of the inscriptions for Morgan and William Vardeman’s
graves consisted of their name and their birth and death dates. Each of the Polly

Vardeman’s ledgers were inscribed with their names, the dates of their births and deaths,
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as well as the date they were married, and to whom they were married. The inscriptions
on the tombs of Polly (1842) and John Christopher Vardeman also reveal their parent’s
names and the sequence of their births (ie, “Second Son of Jeremiah and Polly
Varﬁeman”). The “Vardeman” type of grave markers were constructed within a few years
of each other, lending to the striking similarities between them. Parents of the deceased
were only mentioned in the two burials of a young, 17-year-old male, and a woman,
while marriages were mentioned only on the graves of the two women. Perhaps this
pattern indicates that both women and young males, who had not quite reached their full
status in society, should be represented within the context of those more “important” than
them: their husbands and parents.

The “Stephenson” type of grave marker was a baroque style headstone that was
designed to stand upright in the ground (see Figures 4.9 and 4.10) (Table 4.3).

Headstones were considered a new type of grave marker in the early 1800s, and grew in

popularity soon after (Little 1998:14). Most of the headstones at that time were baroque

in style, much like the “Stephenson” type, with curvilinear designs that remained popular
until the 1840s (Figure 4.4) (Little 1998:14). All five of the burials associated with the
“Stephenson” type of grave marker were Stephenson females (Table 4.2). All of the
headstones were also very similar in their inscriptions, which included name, date of
birth, and date of death. Only one headstone, belonging to the Infant Daughter
Stephenson, included a short sentiment, “Born Without Life,” as well as the names of her
parents (Figure 4.3). The headstones represented by the “Stephenson™ type were all

associated with burials ranging from 1837 to 1846.
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Three other Stephensbn burials are associated with the “Traditional” type of grave
marker, which is a rounded top headstone (see Figure 4.11) (Table 4.3). The rounded top
headstone became popular after the baroque style reached prominence in the early 1800s.
Clz'lssiﬁed by Little as a Neoclassical Revival style of headstone called a segmental arch,
this type of headstone was found at Stephenson burials dating from 1861 to 1863
(1998:12-13). The héadstoncs of David M. Stephenson and Hannah B. Stephenson
(Figure 4.5) were both inscribed simply, with their names and the dates of their birth and
death. The headstone of Eliza E. Stephenson was inscribed similarly, except for a brief
verse, “Side By Side Thou Art Gently Sleeping.” These Stephenson grave markers were
made approximately twenty years after the “Stephenson” type of grave markers, which
coincides with the general trend in headstone style popularity described by Little
(1998:12-13).

The “Monument” type of grave marker consists of a ledger resting on foundation
stones (see Figure 4.12 and Table 4.5). The ledger differs from the box-tomb of the
“Vardeman” type in that the ledger and base are one unit, not separate pieces. This type
of grave marker is associated with two Holmes burials, Ephraim Holmes, who died in
1852, and Second Son Holmes, who died in 1843 (see Table 4.4 and Figures 4.6 and 4.7).
The inscription on the ledger of Ephraim’s grave gave the dates of his birth and death,
and his parents names, Samuel and Elizabeth Holmes. Ephraim was the first born son of
Samuel and Elizabeth, while Second Son was their second born, having only lived under
a year. The inscription of Ephraim’s ledger includes the longest verse of any of the graves
in the cemetery. It is wistful poem that ponders the moment Ephraim will be rejoined

with his loved ones.
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the inscription on Samuel’s headstone reflects his family’s longing for him, with the

The last type of grave markers is the “Special or Unique” type, which includes
five burials (see Figures 4.3-4.7 and Table 4.1). These grave markers do not hold any
aesthetic similarities to each other or to any of the other categories previously discussed.

: Théy are unique monuments within the cemetery. The only similarity between them
would be between the individuals themselves, who are all male. The grave of John W.
Holmes, who died in 1922, is marked with a marble headstone with a rose carved across
the top (see Figure 4.3). A small cﬁild when he died, Willie T. Christerson’s grave also
has a marble headstone, but with an image of a lamb carved in its center (See Figure 4.4).
“Farewell, sweet babe,” was the sentiment inscribed below the lamb. The grave marker
for John R. Daws (see Figure 4.5) was similar to the ledgers of the two Holmes sons,
except that the borders were not beveled as they were in the “Monument” category, and
the stone was designed to stand upright. The marble headstone for Samuel Holmes’ grave
(see Figure 4.6) included a unique, curvilinear shape, and a freemason symbol at the top;
resolution that “This tomb proclaims that thou art gone.” Finally, the limestone headstone
for Lindsay Stephenson’s grave (see Figure 4.7) was a variation of the baroque style of
headstone, but with intricate inlaid carvings in the shape of an oval and a crest in the
center.

Both of the headstones for Samuel Holmes (see Figure 4.6) and Lindsay
Stephenson (see Figure 4.7) had been signed by their makers, Fowler & Nevin and
Samuel Larimer. The marble cutting company that crafted Samuel Holmes’ monument

engraved their company name, “Fowler & Nevin, Lou KY,” on the base of the stone.

Fowler & Nevin were an active marble cutting firm in Louisville, Kentucky from 1870 to
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1872. F.A. Fowler joined John Nevin in his already established marble cutting business in
1871, and they set up their shop on Chestnut Street. John Nevin was a Kentucky native,
and he began his stonecutting career as an apprentice in Louisville -in 1860 (U.S.
Popﬁlation Census, Jefferson County, 1860). Fowler had only worked with Nevin for a
short time, between 1871 and 1873. After this time, Nevin continued to work as a
stonecutter well into the late nineteenth century. It is interesting to note the expense that
would have gone into the Holmes’ acquisition of the stone. Louisville is a considerable
distance from Lincoln County, and both the time and effort involved in making the stone
and taking it to the cemetery would have been quite demanding in 1872.

The headstone for Lindsay Stephenson (see Figure 4.7) included the signature of
its carver, Samuel Larimer, a prominent member of the Danville community during the
late nineteenth century. Danville is approximately 25 miles northwest of the cemetery.
Larimer was an immigrant from Ireland who began his company, the Danville Marble

Works, in 1857. Larimer had probably settled in Danville, Kentucky, in the 1850s, andhe

is listed in the U.S. Population Census for Boyle County in 1860. According to the Boyle
County. Census of 1880, Samuel Larimer, a marble cutter, lived on Main Street in
Danville, with his wife, five daughters, and three sons. Larimer prospered in Danville,
owning a combined $4,400 of real estate and personal property in 1870 (U.S. Population
Census, Boyle County, 1870). The Wallaces, an African-American family who had lived
with the Larimers during the 1860s, may have been involved in Samuel’s stone cutting
business (U.S. Population Census, Boyle County, 1870). The Danville Marble Works was
advertised in _the Kentucky Advocate, a local Danville newspaper, in 1870 (see Figure

| 4.13). The Danville Marble Works created “monuments, headstones, urns, vases,” and
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provided iron railings and “everything needed in my line furnished and set up at short
notice” (Kentucky Advocate 1870). Samuel Larimer undoubtedly provided a much
needed service for the central Kentucky community, including the Stephenson family.

Most gravestones were not signed by their carvers because local stonecutters did
not typically need to identify themselves to their communities- they were already well
known. However, gravestones that would be sent to a distant town would often warrant
the need for a stonecutters signature to act as an advertisement (Little 1998:16). This may
be the case for Samuel Larimer’s signature on Lindsay Stephenson’s gravestone. This
was one of two stones in the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson cemetery that was marked
by a stonecutter. In addition, a local stonecutter had not made the stone; therefore,
Larimer may have been advertising his work to the Crab Orchard community.

Many of the burials had been marked simply with one or two fieldstones (Figure
4.83) (see Table 4.6). The fieldstones were not marked and were placed at the head and
the foot of most of the burials. Twenty-three burials were marked by both a head
fieldstone and a foot fieldstone. Eight burials were marked with only a head fieldstone,
while four had a foot fieldstone. Five of the burials that had manufactured headstones
were also marked with these fieldstones, suggesting that the fieldstones were used as
temporary markers for the graves, until manufactured stones could be made or purchased.
The graves that are still marked with only the fieldstones were never replaced with

manufactured headstones or monuments.
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The gravestones that marked the burials in the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson
cemetery provide us with not only the identities of the deceased, their ages, the date they
died, and the sentiments of their loved ones, but also with a sense of the community they

lived in, and its relation to nearby towns and cities like Danville and Louisville.

Coffin Construction
Shape

There are two types of burial receptacles that are distinguished by their shape.
Coffins are hexagonal in shape while caskets are rectangular (see Figure 4.1) (Buikstra et
al. 2000:60). Coffins were primarily used for the sole function of storing the dead, while
caskets played a greater role in the presentation of the dead (Buikstra et al. 2000:60; Lang |
1984:30). First introduced in Boston in 1849, the use of caskets symbolized a change in
people’s attitudes toward the dead. The rectangular shape of caskets did not serve as a
reminder of what was inside the casket, as coffins did (Buikstra et al. 2000:60). Caskets
became widely used after 1858, and their use coincided with the use of coffins well into
the early twentieth century (Buikstra et al. 2000:60-61). Coffins generally ceased to be
used after 1927 (Buikstra et al. 2000:61).

Fifty-two wooden caskets, ten wooden coffins, and two cast iron coffins were
identified from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (Table 4.7). Of the sixty-
nine burials, seven were identified as “probable” caskets while containers for five of the
burials could not be identified. In general, these discrepancies were due to the poor

preservation of the burials.
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The dating pattern of the burial containers from the Holmes-Vardeman-
Stephenson Cemetery generally reflects the dates established by Buikstra for coffins and
caskets (see Table 4.7). All of the hexagonal shaped coffins, except for the two cast iron
cofﬁns, were dated through either coffin hardware or a known date of interment that was
evident from marked gravestones as being consistent with Buiktra’s established dates.
Although two coffins were dated to shortly after Buikstra’s coffin cutoff date of 1849,
they still fit into the general profile of the use of coffins in mid-nineteenth-century
America. Caskets in the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery also fit into the dating
profile presented by Buikstra, as they were the primary shape of burial receptacle used in
this mid-nineteenth to early twentieth century cemetery. As caskets became more

widespread after 1858, they became the most popular type of burial container in the

cemetery.

Coffin/Casket Material: Wood

TreeGuide, Inc., in Lexington, Kentucky, analyzed 1,600 samples of wood from
48 burials from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery. Identification of wood type
was done by manually breaking samples to reveal end grain and inspecting the end grain
with hand lenses. Reference samples of wood native to the region were used for
comparison, and standard wood identification texts were consulted when necessary.

Using the results of the wood analysis, the wood samples were divided into three
groups: primary wood types, secondary wood types, and additional wood types (Figure
4.84) (Tables 4.8 and 4.9). Primary wood coﬁsisted of either the only wood type

identified in a burial, or the greatest quantity of wood identified in each burial. In eleven
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of the burials, a second wood type was identified, while in four burials, an additional
wood type was identified. Burials with two or more types of wood were exhibiting a
trend in coffin construction typical of the nineteenth century. The use of better quality
woéd was often restricted to the visible sides and top of a coffin, while lesser quality
wood was used on the bottom.

Black walnut ( Juglans Nigra) wés the most frequently used primary wood type in
the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery burials. Eleven burials (22.45%) contained
black walnut and only one of these, Burial 60, contained an additional wood type (see
Table 4.8). Black walnut is used for constructing coffins and caskets due to its durability
and aesthetic quality (Buikstra et al. 2000: 62; Panshin and deZeeuw 1980:540). Black
walnut is native to Lincoln County, and appears to be a reasonable wood source for the
coffins and caskets from the cemetery. The black walnut was found exclusively in pre-
1900 burials except for Burial 60, which dates from 1915 to 1950. From the mid-
nineteenth century to 1900, black walnut appeared in four Vardeman burials, one
Stephenson burial, and one Christerson burial. Only one of these burials (Burial 24) also
contained a viewing window glass. Twé of these burials (Buriais 23 and 60) also
contained casket handles. All But two of the burials associated with the use of black
walnut also contained thumbscrews.

Southern yellow pine constituted the second most frequent type of wood used for
coffins and caskets. Ten burials (20.40%) contained southern yellow pine as the primary
wood type, and one of these burials contained an additional wood type, American

“chestnut. Thr;e additional burials contained southern yellow pine as the secondary wood

type, and one had it as the third wood type. Southern yellow pine is not common in
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American chestnut was not common in the coffin wood samples examined, being
found in only one (2.04%) burial as a primary wood type. Buriél 29, dating to 1852, was
the only burial that was associated with American chestnut as a primary wopd type. The
decéased individual’s name was Daws. This burial also contained thumbscrews. As a
secondary wood type, American chestnut was fpund inl three of the burials. The
prevalence of chestnut in Lincoln County prior to the chestnut blight epidemic of the
1930s is not known. It is not clear whether the low abundance of chestnut in the samples
represents a lack of the wood in the region, or a preference for other woods.

Other wood types found in singular burials as a primary wood type include sugar
maple and slippery elm. Sugar maple is associated with Burial 1, which dates from 1900
to 1920. This burial also contained viewing glass, casket handles, thumbscrews, and
plaques. Slippery elm is associated with Burial 31, a Holmes family burial that dates to
1852. This burial also contained thumbscrews. Other secondary wood types include

American beech and ash, which appeared in one burial each.

Coffin Material: Cast Iron

Cast iron coffins, also known as metallic coffins, were recovered from Burials 32
and 41. Although they were considerably more expensive than wooden coffins, metallic
coffins grew in popularity in the mid-to late nineteenth century for a variety of reasons.
Almond Fisk developed the patent for ‘the metallic coffin in 1848 (Allen 2002:87; Boffey
1980; Habenstein and Lamers 1955; Rogers et al. 1997). The original Fisk coffins were

- improved in two additional models, one in 1854, and one in 1858.
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The original version of the Fisk coffin was sarcophagus shaped with elaborate
detailing, which included simulated drapery (Allen 2002:87). The later versions were less
ornate and the sarcophagus shape was done away with all together. The “torpedo” shape
' (wilere the coffin is wider at the upper midsection and then tapered at the feet) was
prevalent in the later Fisk coffins, and a;lso in the Crane, Breed & Company coffin
designs. Crane, Breed & Company of Cincinnati was among several manufacturers who
acquired the Fisk patent and produced their own, “improved” versions of the coffins
" (Allen 2002:87; Rogers et al. 1997:107). The Crane, Breed & Company catalogs were
used to reference the coffins found in Burials 32 and 41 (Crane, Breed & Co. 1858;
Crane, Breed & Co. 1867).

According to Crane, Breed & Company’s literature on their coffins and caskets,
there were many aspects of metallic burial containers that appealed to the public (Crane,
Breed & Company 1858). The company argued that their burial containers preserved the
body better then any other burial container at that time. The sealing compound used
before the top and bottom halves of the coffin were joined ensured an airtight seal. The
company claimed that, “the bodies of the dead have been preserved in Metallic Burial
Cases for months, and not unfrequently for years, without any perceptible change”
(Crane, Breed & Co. 1858). Additional benefits of the Crane metallic burial cases were
its protection against water, vermin, and disease. Since the metallic coffins were more
resistant to decay than wood, future removal of burials would be easier as well (Crane,
Breed & Co. 1858). Metallic coffins were thought ﬁ) be the best protection, and,

ultimately, the most respectful way to bury a loved one.
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Crane, Breed & Co. coffins were widely used in Kentucky during the mid-
nineteenth century. The Crane catalog of 1858 includes several testimonials from
Kentucky undertakers and physicians describing the quality and benefits of the Crane
cofﬁns and caskets. One undertaking business in Lexington, K'Y, wrote about the Crane
coffins, “It is now seven years since we commenced their use. They were at once
favorably received, and their superiority, as Coffins, readily acknowledged” (Crane,
Breed & Co. 1858). Several other testimonials included one from Morganfield,
Kentucky, stating, “In 1855, at the time the cholera was raging so fearfully in our place, I
had ample opportunity to become acquainted with Fisk’s Metallic Burial Case, and
especially to notice its adaptedness to the offices required of it at such times” (Crane,
Breed & Co. 1858). The testimonials praised the coffins for keeping the bodies free of
odor and for protecting against the spread of disease. One individual from Chicago
described how well the body of his child had been preserved a year after burial: “and on
removing the cap, over the face plate, found that seventeen months which had intervened
had produced little or no change in its appearances.” The company also noted that Henry
Clay, among many other notable senators, had originally been buried in a Crane coffin in
Ashland, Kentucky (Crane, Breed & Co. 1858).

Burials 32 and 41 at the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery both contained
cast iron coffins. Burial 32 contained the remains of a 58-year-old adult male, Samuel
Holmes, and the date of interment was 1872. The metallic coffin in Burial 32 (Figure
4.85) (see Figure 4.46) measured approximately 25 x 79 in. The width of the coffin was
most likely originally 22.5 in. The top west portion of the coffin was caved in due to the

lweight of large limestone slabs placed above the coffin. The bottom of the coffin was
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also damaged. The rest of the coffin was in good condition and four handles on each long
side were still intact. The coffin had been placed in a wooden vault, which could have
been its shipping crate.

| The coffin was ‘constructed of metal as well as wood, indicating that it was most
similar to the “Sheet Metal Plain Case” No. 16, as described in the 1867 Crane, Breed &
Co. catalog. The “Sheet Metal Plain Case” was “composed of zinc and wood” and was
noted as being more durable than a plain wooden coffin (Figure 4.86). The design of the
Plain Case was “torpedo” shaped. The sheet metal caskets and coffins were typically
more expensive than other metallic coffin designs. Bolt holes around the sealing flanges
included 2 at the head, 10 on each side, and two at the foot. The viewing plate cover was
secured with two bolts on the top and bottom. Four silver plated handles, designated as
Handle Type 14, were bolted to each side of the coffin. The coffin was plain in
decoration, with only the molded edges providing any ornamentation. A half-satin lined
Plain Case No. 16 with silver plated handles, lining ancll outer box would have cost
between $51.50 and $53.50 in 1867 (Crane, Breed & Co. 1867).

Burial 41 contained the remains of a seventy-eight year-old adult male, Lindsay
Stephenson, and the date of interment was 1870 (Figure 4.87) (see Figure 4.55). The
metallic coffin recovered from Burial 42 is similar to the “New Plain Case Raised Lid”
(Figure 4.88) No. 17 style of Crane, Breed & Co. coffins. The New Plain Case is
described by the company as surpassing “in perfection of workmanship, in design, and in
style of finish, anything which has ever before been used as a receptécle for the dead”
(Crane, Breed & Co. 1867). The design of the New Plain Case was “torpedo” shaped.

| The coffin measured approximately 79 x 21 in. Wood planks surrounded the coffin,
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which may have been remnants of the shipping crate. Bolt holes around the sealing
flanges included two at the head, two on each side, and two at the foot. The viewing plate
cover was secured with one bolt on the top and bottom. Three silver plated handles,
des:xgnated as Handle Type 17, were bolted to each side of the coffin The coffin was plain
in decoration, with only the molded edges providing any ornamentation. A fully satin
lined New Plain Case No. 17 with silver plated handles, lining and outer box, would have

cost between $65.50 and $67.50 in 1867 (Crane, Breed & Co. 1867).

Coffin/Casket Hardware

James M. Davidson from the University of Texas at Austin analyzed the
coffin/casket hardware and provided a detailed report of his results, which include
typologies and ;:hronologies for the hardware (Appendix x). Drawing from Davidson’s
report, the main types and functions of the hardware will be discussed in this section.

All sixty-nine graves contained some sort of hardware that was used in the
construction and decoration of the coffins and caskets. Both cut and wire nails were
recovered from the burials; some burials exhibited only cut nails, some only wire nails,
and some both types of nails (Figure 4.89 and Table 4.10). Coffin screws, used for
securing coffin lids, are made of white metal (Figure 4.90 and 4.91). Many of these
graves also contained decorative hm&ware, including decorative handles, cap screws, and
escutcheons. Many of these items were dated using historic hardware catalogs, design

_ patents, and other historic cemetery sites.
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Various types of decorative thumbscrews were recovered in twenty-six of the
burials (Figures 4.92). Thumbscrews, mostly made of white metal or iron, secured the
coffin lid to the coffin box. Nineteen types of thumbscrews were identified by Davidson
at fhe Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery, and a majority of these had “flat bodied”
designs (Figure 4.93 and Table 4.11). In general, thumbscrews were recovered from a
majority of the bﬁrials, and they date from the earliest known burials (Burials 43 and 48,
1837) to the mid-twentieth century, although they are more prevalent in the later
nineteenth and twentieth-century interments. Many of these thumbscrews were
accompanied by escutcheons, or decorative flat plates through which the thumbscrews
were inserted (Figure 4.94). Twelve types of escutcheons were identified from the
burials, and were made of white metal, with the exception of one that was made of
cuprous struck up foil (Table 4.12).

Six types of latches were recovered from eight graves at the cemetery (Table
4.13). All of the latches date from the late nineteenth-century to the early twentieth-
century.

Twenty-four types of swing bail handles were recovered from twenty-seven
graves at the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetéry (Figure 4.95 and Table 4.14).
Most of the handles were made of white metal, although some were made of iron, or both
white metal and iron. Some handles contained simple designs, while others were more
ornate, with leaf motifs, cross motifs, and other asymmetrical designs (Figures 4.96-
4.98). A few handles were poorly preserved and their decorations were not discernable.
Some form of reference to fourteen of the handle types was located in historic coffin

hardware catalogs, design patents, or other historic cemetery sites. These handles were
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Hardware Company, 1959. A possible match to a utility patent was also found. William
S. Thayer invented utility #319,642 and the patent date is June 9, 1885.

Eleven types of plaques from eleven different burials were identified (Table 4.16).
The;*.e plaques were made of white metal, with the exception of one, Plaque Type 3,
which was made of chrome plated steel. The plaques served strictly as ornamentation on
the lid of the coffin or casket and they cominunicated sentiment for the deceased (Figures
4.100 and 4.101). All were engraved with “At Rest,” “Mother,” or “Father.” References
for seven of these plaques were located in historic coffin and casket hardware catalogs,
design patents, or other historic cemetery sites. All of these plaques were dated to the
early to mid-twentieth century. All but one of these burials also contained casket handles.
Six of these burials contained viewing glass, and all but one burial contained
thumbscrews. |

Seven types of caplifters were identified from nine different burials (Table 4.17).

* All were made of white metal except for one that appeared to be upholstered cloth
covered wood (Burial 3). Deﬁign motifs observed included knobbed domes and leaf
designs (Figures 4.102 and 4.103). Burials 16 and 59 contained caplifters with the design
of a dove with a branch in its beak. Six of the types of caplifters were associated with
historic coffin and casket hardware catalogs, design patents, or other historic cemetery
sites. Three types of caplifter bases were also identified from four different burials (Table
4.18)

Five types of ornamental tacks from six different burials were identified (Table
4.19). All of these tacks were made of cuprous struck up foil. Designs of these tacks

~ ranged from simple domes to intricately embossed motifs of stars and diamonds (Figures
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4.104 and 4. 105). All of the types of caplifters were associated with historic coffin and
casket hardware catalogs, design patents, or other historic cemetery sites.

Three types of miscellaneous hardware were recovered from the burials (Table
4.20). Miscellaneous Hardware Type 1, a triangular sheet of metal with a screw and a
pointed tip, used for securing the burial container, was recovered from Burials 17 and 33.
Three .matches to this type of hardware were found at other historic cemetery sites:
Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907), Elko Switch in Alabama (ca. 1900), and
Applegatc Lake Project (1911). James Locher invented this piece of hardware and a
utility patent was granted in 1884.

Miscellaneous Hardware Type 2 consists of two reinforcing pieces of hardware
that were recovered from Burial 22, Associated with the interior of a casket, they are
simple “L” bolts made of iron.

Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 is a corrugated fastener made of iron. Corrugated
fasteners were used to join two pieces of wood (Figure 4. 106). A total of fourteen burials
contained this type of hardware. This type of fastener was matched in six different
historic cemeteries, including Elko Switch Cemetery in Alabama, dating ca. 1895 and
Blackburn Cemetery in Tennessee, dating from 1900 to 1925. Three catalog matches
were also found: McIntosh Huntington Co. Hardware Catalog in 1900, Buffalo Hardware
Coxﬁpany catalog in 1910, and Shapleigh’s General Hardware Catalog in 1920. The
patent of the fastener is Utility # 300, 536, and its inventor was A. H. Walker; the patent
was granted June 17, 1884.

Viewing Glass
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Fifteen burials contained remnants of a viewing window glass (Table 4.21). The
viewing glass was designed so others may view the bust of the deceased (Figure 4. 107).
Putting glass viewing windows in coffins and caskets was a common practice from 1860
until about 1910 (Buikstra et al. 2000: 63; Blakely and Beck 1982: 188; Lang 1984: 50).
Glass viewing windows at the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery range in date
from 1870 to 1920, which is consistent with the dates Buikstra provides. Dates were

calculated using the Moir dating method.

All but two of the burials where viewing glass was found also contained caskets
and casket handles, and all but three of the burials also contained thumbscrews. Six of
these burials contained plaques, and eleven were associated with headstones. Two of the
burials were associated with the Holmes family, one with the Stephenson family, and one
was possibly associated with the Vardeman family.

Burial 45 contained two viewing glasses, one at the head of the casket and one at 7
the foot of the casket. Precedence for the practice of placing an additional viewing glass
at the foot of a casket has not been ascertained, and the circumstances surrounding this

particular burial provide little information or clues as to why this was done.

Personal Artifacts

Clothing and Fabric

184



In the field, fabric remains were collected separately from other artifacts.
Condition of the fragments varied greatly, being dependent on the age and depth of the
burial as well as recent weather conditions. All collected fragments were returned to
laboratory. Wet fragments were allowed to dry at room temperature.

In the lab, fabric was separated from the other burial artifacts and examined in
order by burial number. The remnants were first given a quick visual inspection so that
different types from each burial could be separated. Each fabric type (per burial) was
assigned a letter, for example 1-A. Buttons and fasteners with fabric remnants were
assigned numbers, for example 22.1. Shoes were included in the textile analysis and
received a letter. In burials with large numbers of remnants, representative pieces were
chosen for treatment and examination.

Once a fragment had been treated, it was examined using a 10x hand lens. A
standard textile catalog sheet was used to record information (Appendix A). The match
test was used as a method to determine fiber, in addition to visual inspection. In cases
were the match test was indeterminate, samples were sent to Margaret T. Ordofiez at the
University of Rhode Island for fiber identification (Appendix B). In the case of single
remnants, or identifiable objects measurements and sketches were made. If a large
number of remnants were present, representative pieces were selected for measurements
and sketches. Identifiable textiles, including clothing and coffin textiles, were
photographed after they had been processed.

Over 900 remnants of fabric were recovered from the excavation of 69 burials at
~ the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery in Kentucky (Table 4.22). Fabrics

recovered included the expected cotton, wool, and silk, as well as the more surprising jute
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and other bast fibers. Colors were generally somber blacks and browns, although there
were also light colors such as yellow and beige. It should also be noted that more animal
fibers (wool, leather, and silk) were preserved, while vegetable fibers deteriorated. In
parﬁcular, very little sewing thread, which would have tended to be cotton or linen, was
preserved.

Burials 32, 40, and 41 provide us with the most information about burial clothing of
the time. In Parting Friends, Sue Lynn McGuire (1987:52) states that “...men were
customarily buried in their best available clothing...” and the clothing recovered from these
burials supports that statement. These men were buried in clothing that was machine made,
fashionable for the time, and of high quality.

Burials 32 and 41 were most likely buried in outfits purchased specifically for burials,
as the clothing show no signs of wear. Burial 32 contained remnants of a brbwn wool jacket,
or frock coat, a linen or cotton jacket lining, a black silk bowtie (similar to a bowtie
recovered from Burial 3), and the remains of a pair of brown wool stoyepi_pe trousers
(Figures 4.108 and 4.109). Remnants of socks and leather shoes completed the apparel worn
by Samuel Holmes. Burial 41 contained the remnants of a brown wool frock coat, a brown
silk coat lining, and a pair of brown wool fall-front trousers (similar to corduroy) (Figures
4.110 and 4.111). Further research on the fall-front trousers that had been worn by Lindsay
Stephenson concluded that the pattern for the pants was ideal for a stout man. .

The clothing from Burial 40, John T Vardeman, showed signs of wear, but was still
in fine shape. The articles of clothing worn by Vardeman included a brown wool sack coat, a
brown silk inner coat lining, a light brown silk outer coat lining, a brown wool vest, a dark

“brown cotton shirt, a black silk bowtie, and a pair of brown wool stovepipe trousers (see
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Figure 4.109). The trousers, vest, and coat were all made of the same material, and thus part
of a matching suit (Figure 4.112).

The recovery of these nearly complete sets of clothing is especially important, as
information gained from the study of more complete examples of burial dress provides a
basis for the interpretation of fragmentary textile evidence recovered with other burial
remains.

Other burials that contained identifiable pieces of clothing include Burial 3, with
remnants of a black jute bowtie (see Figure 4.108); Burial 8, with the remains of a pair of
cream jute socks (see Figure 4.113); and Burial 15, with the remnants of a black satin bowtie.
White opaque glass buttons |

White opaque glass buttons (Table 4.23) were recovered from 16 burials in the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery, more than any other button type found (Figure
4.114 1 and j). These buttons were most likely sewn on a dress or dress shirt and generally
date from 1840 to the present (Luscomb 1992:80). They were foupd in six male burials
and three female burials. Only ‘on;: burial (Burial 44, Eliza E. Stephenson, d.1870) had an
opaque white glass button with a decoration of scalloped edges; all the other glass buttons

were plain. A majority of these buttons had four holes, and only one had three.

Metal Buttons

Ferrous metal buttons (Table 4.24) were the second most common button type
recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (see Figure 4.114 d and e).

Thirteen burials had contained either plain metal buttons or fabric covered metal buttons.
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The buttons were found primarily in male burials; only one (Burial 14) was associated

with a female.

Shell Buttons

Eight burials contained shell buttons (Table 4.25) (see F igure 4.114 h). Shell
buttons were generally used from 1895 to 1940 (Fink and Ditzler 1993:56). In the four
burials that contained whole buttons as opposed to fragments, two were two-holed and

two were four-holed. The buttons were equally distributed between the male and female

burials.

Bone Buttons

Bone buttons were commonplace since at least the eighteenth century, but utilitarian
bone button manufacture ended in the early twentieth century. One particular form of bone
button is temporally diagnostic; specimens with five holes (the center hole formed by early
léthe machines) were only manufactured between ca. 1830 and 1850 (Olsen 1963:553;
Luscomb 1992: 25-26).

Two five-hole bone buttons were recovered from Burial 31 (Table 4.26) (see Figure
4.114 f) While this interment had been dated through genealogy or associated tombstones to
the year 1852, the additional association of the five-holed bone buttons, known to have been
manufactured between 1830 and 1850, is indicative of the kiﬁd of chronological precision

that such associated artifacts can provide.

‘Hard Rubber Buttons
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Hard rubber buttons were recovered from six burials (Table 4.27) (see Figure 4.114 a
and b). The buttons were found primarily in male burials. Only one female burial (Eliza E.
Stephenson, d.1862) contained hard rubber buttons. Rubber buttons generally were used from
1851 to 1900 (Luscomb 1992:170-171). These dates of production are consistent with the
two known dates of interment of the burials associated with rubber buttons: Burials 41 (1870)
and 44 (1862). According to the 1894-1895 Mantgomety Ward Catalog button scale, the

rubber buttons were generally used on men’s vests, coats, or overcoats, and probably on

women’s overcoats as well.

Porcelain Buttons

Only two burials contained porcelain buttons (Table 4.28) (see Figure 4.114 g).
Porcelain buttons were in common use in America from the mid-1840s to the 1920s
(Albert and Adams 1970:4-5; Pool 1991; Sprague 2002). Burial 20 contained a four-hole
porcelain button. Burial 20 was associated with a female individual, although no other
information is known about the burial. One three-hole and one four-hole porcelain button

were recovered from Burial 21. Burial 21 is associated with a 3-year old child.

Horn and Wooden Buttons
Horn buttons were recovered from Burial 8, and possibly Burial 9 (Table 4.29).
Wooden buttons were recovered in three burials (Table 4.30). The burials were William

Vardeman (Burial 38, d.1846), Morgan Vardeman (Burial 39, d.1847), and Lindsay

Stephenson (Burial 41, d.1870).
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Dentures

Although hard rubber, patented in 1844 (Luscomb 1992:90-91), and celluloid,
patented in 1869 (Friedel 1983), arguably can be considered the world’s first plastics,
modern synthetic plastic polymers actually date to the early twentieth century. The first
modern plastic, Bakelite, was invented by Dr. Leo Baekeland between 1907 and 1909, and
mass production of buttons with the new material became commonplace after World War I
(ca. 1920) (Luscomb 1992:19; Pool 1991).

Additional materials formed from modern plastics and recovered archaeologically
include sets of dentures. Burials 12 and 60 were associated with full sets of dentures, and
both have been dated to the 1915-1950 time period (Figure 4.115).

Three additional sets of metal dentures were found in Burials 32,42, and 45. These
dentures were full sets, and all but one included specially molded sections that would create a

secure fit in the mouth (Figure 4.116).

| Hair C;;)nzbs
Prior to the invention of the first plastic materials (i.e., hard rubber and later
celluloid), hair combs were manufactured of such organic elements as wood, bone, horn,
“ivory, and tortoise shell. In the early nineteenth century, southeastern France and certain
towns in Massachusetts were the primary centers of comb manufacture that utilized tortoise
shell as a raw material. As the introduction of hard rubber (1844) became commonplace and
the means to manufacture horn combs were simplified and streamlined, the manufacture of

combs of toitoise shell was extremely curtailed:; by ca. 1850 only one manufacturer in
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twenty-four in the United States still utilized tortoise shell in even a limited way, and the
availability of tortoise shell combs declined remarkably quickly (Friedel 1983:72).

From an examination of a collection of nineteenth-century catalogues, combs of this
soré were indeed rapidly replaced by combs manufactured out of other materials. For
example, in 1866, in one of the earliest catalogues available for study, the New York
company of Weld, Andrews, & Leet offered 18 varieties of horn (or bone) combs, with the
remaining 16 examples of hard rubber. No tortoise shell examples were sold by this firm.
Additionally, no tortoise shell combs could be found listed for sale in an 1872 copy of
Sheldon’s Weekly Dry Goods Price List, an authoritative 320 page listing of wholesale
manufacturers published in New York City. In three pages of combs, only ivory, rubber, and
horn varieties are for sale.

These examples are not given to suggest that tortoise shell comb production ceased
after the 1860s; rare examples can be found in such late nineteenth-century references as the

1896 Marshall Field & Co. catalogq(? (Schroeder 1970:280). Rather, the rapid decline in
| tortoise shell comb production offers us a suggested range or general time period during
which such combs would have been commonplace.

Four burials exhumed from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetéry were
associated with such tortoise shell combs (Table 4.31 and Figures 4.117 a, ¢, e, and fand
4.118). Three of these burials have been independently dated from either gravestones or
through genealogy; their dates of interment are 1842 (Burial 51), 1844 (Burial 36), and 1846
(Burial 42). All of these interment dates are in correspondence with the known popularity
and common production of tortoise shell combs. The fourth grave, Burial 50, has been

.assigned an estimated date of interment of ca. 1830-1850, based on its spatial locus and
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artifact assemblage. This grave is immediately adjacent to Burials 36 and 51. Their proximity
and virtually identical comb association only bolsters this interment’s dating assignment.

One rubber comb W;iS recovered from Burial 35 (see Figure 4.117 b). Hannah B.
Stéphenson had worn the comb in her hair at the time of her interment in 1861. It had
“Goodyear” printed on the back. Rubber combs were produced from 1851 to 1900 (Luscomb
1992:170-171).

Celluloid was used to make a variety of accessories from 1871 to 1940, including
collar studs and combs (Meikle 1995:10-29). Half of a yellow celluloid hair comb was

recovered from Burial 17 (see Figure 4.117 d). An unidentified adult female was wearing this

comb at the time of her interment.

Collar Studs and Cu_ﬁlinks

Collar studs were found in eleven burials (Table 4.32). Four of the collar studs were
made of celluloid (Figure 4.119). Celluloid was used to make a variety of accessories from
1571 to 1940, including collar studs and combs (Meikle 1995:10-29). Three of the sets of
collar studs were made of opaque white glass, which generally dates from 1840 to the present
(see Figure 4.119 ¢ and d) (Luscomb 1992:80). Three of the collar studs were made of wood,
while one was made of metal (see Figure 4.119 a and b).

One pair of brass cufflinks was recovered from Burial 5 (43-year old adult male).
Burials 40 and 62 (adult male) also contained metal cufflinks (Table 4.33 and Figure 4.120).
Burial 40 (John T. Vardeman) contained only one cufflink, while the other two had complete
pairs.

| Snaps
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True snap fasteners were first invented in France in 1863, but their only application in
these early years was as fastening devices for gloves. Improvements on this initial patent
were made in 1880. Again, these improved fasteners were used only on gloves. It was not
until 1900 that the modern snap fastener was created. Utilizing a ball and socket design, their
introduction into the marketplace was almost instantaneous (Manchester 1938:30-32). In the
catalogues examined for this study, snap fasteners were advertised for sale as early as 1902
within the pages of the Sears, Roebuck and Company catalog. Snap fasteners were originally
termed “invisible sew on fasteners,” and marketed as viable replacements for hooks and eyes
on dresses, skirts, etc. (Sears 1902:947).
| Burial 12, with an interment date of 1944 (established through archival means),

contained a snap fastener.

Safety Pins and Straight Pins

During the archaeological investigation of Freedman’s Cemetery in Dallas, one of the
'mosf useful temporally diagnostic artifacts proved to be the common, everyday safety pin.
Previously considered insignificant and mundane in historical archaeology, the safety pin
actually is an excellent temporal indicator, inasmuch as its origin is a known one (it was first
patented in the United States in 1849), and its form was not static. Rather, seventeen varieties
were recognized and defined in a typology by Victoria Owens and James Duncan and these
forms were patented between 1849 and 1900. The typology given below is that formulated
for the Freedman’s Cemetery investigation (Davidson 1999:171-175; Owens 2000:424-427).

Safety pins were recovered from five of the interments (Table 4.34). Burial 2 was

“associated with a Type 1C pin (the end type is not known) (Figure 4.121 b). This pin type
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was patented in 1888, by W. F. Hyatt (Utility Patent No. 375, 873). This burial was assigned
a 1900-1920 date range, largely based on the temporal signature of other associated artifacts.

Burial 15 had at least two safety pins, identified in the Freedman’s typology as Type
ID'I (see Figure 4.121 c). The patents that contributed to this pinhead form date to 1878 and
1881 (Utility Patent Nos. 199, 346 and 236, 149). Pins of this type were known through
advertising as Clinton Safety Pins (Owens 2000:426). Burial 15 was dated to the 1900-1920
temporal range.

Burial 16 was associated with a safety pin known in the Freedman’s typology as Type
11 (see Figure 4.121 d). The Type II pin was patented by John Lindsay on January 1, 1878,
and is generally known as the Lindsay Pin (Utility Patent No. 198, 890). This interment was
assigned to the 1900-1920 date of interment range.

Burial 60 had two safety pins recovered archaeologically, both of which appear to be
Type 1DIV. George Boden, who assigned the patent to the Oakville Company of Waterbury,
Connecticut, patented this pin type on January 14, 1896. The ‘_[err_ipqrally diagnostic element
on this pin is the design of the end coil (Utility Patent No. 553, 049). Burial 60 was assigned
to the Group 3 dating, ca. 1920-1950.

Burial 61 was also associated with a safety pin, though it is extremely fragmentary,
with only the head remaining. Further, this recovered head is extremely corroded, making
exact identification difficult. Given this, it does appear to be a completely enclosed shield
head form, and so can only be one of threel possible varigties; Type 1D, Type 1F, or Type 1H.
Patents for these forms range from 1878 to 1900 (for the 1H form). This interment was dated

to ca. 1920-1950.
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While the safety pins recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery
did not prove particularly critical as temporally diagnostic in these given instances, safety
pins recovered from mortuary contexts do hold an enormous potential to better define
chn:mologies and therefore, interpretations in regard to health and socioeconomic measures.

Metal straight pins were also among the artifacts recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery, and many of them were found still attached to textile
remnants within the burials (Table 4.35). Straight pins were most likely used to secure and
arrange the individuals clothing in preparation for viewing and burial. No more than five
straight pins were recovered from any single burial, therefore, the theory of undertakers using
the pins for securing certain elements of the clothing is plausible. Burials 1, 14, 44, and 45
contained straight pins that were still attached to fabric. A straight pin found in Burial 45 was
attached to a possible black hair net or hair decoration. Burial 8 contained a straight pin with

a white glass decorative head that was used as a boutonniere pin.

Discussion

Close examination of epitaph dates and surnames reveals a basic organization in
tﬁe layout of the cemetery. Most graves in the northern, especially the northwest quadrant
of the cemetery can be linked with the Stephenson strand of the family. The mid-south
half of the cemetery (Burials 37, 38, 39, 51, and 53) represents the “Vardeman” segment
of the cemetery. The Holmes family is represented in the southeastern quadrant of the
. cemetery. Moreover, it is likely that the Holmes family is represented in the northwest

area of the cemetery as well.
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The order in which the burials were interred seems to reveal the formation of the
specific family groups within the family cemetery (Figure 4.122). In the Stephenson
(northwest) quadrant, the graves become more recent as the interments progress eastward
(Figurc’ 4.123). Only Burial 41, that of Lindsay Stephenson, appea.rs “out of time”
sequence based on interment location. Since Lindsay Stephenson is the patriarch of the
Stephenson line in this cemetery, his burial placement is likely to represent the
“cornerstone” of that family.

Burials within a square formed by Burials 41, 23, 45, and 53 represent family members
who died between the early nineteenth century and approximately 1880. This square of
interments appears to have been formed by the earliest interments placed near the middle
of the area with additional graves placed to the north (Stephenson family) or to the south
(Vardeman family). The general trend of the cemetery was for more recent graves to be
ﬁlaced to the east of later graves.

The southeast quadrant of the cemetery is well documented with gravestones,
genealogical, and family oral history data. This quadrant is associated with the marriage
of Morgan and Polly Vardeman’s youngest daughter, Eliza Vardeman to Samuel Holmes.
There is a large gap in the presence of marked gravestones after 1873. In fact, only one
headstone (John Holmes 1922) is present for the last 95 years the cemetery was in use.
Fortunately, genealogical and family oral history data helped to identify many of the
individuals in the more recent unmarked interments.

Interesting temporal and familial trends coincide with the use and disuse of
marked grav¢st0nes. Prior to the 1870s, no adult is in an unmarked grave. By the 1880s,

however, no adults or children received a marked gravestone, with the exception of John
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Holmes. As marked gravestones decline in the late nineteenth century, there is an
increase in casket ornamentation. The earliest burials were interred with a minimalist
funerary treatment but a notable marked gravestone. In general, the burial containers of
this—: period were hexagonal coffins. Buikstra notes that coffins were primarily used for
storing the dead, while caskets played a greater role in the presentation of the dead
(Buikstra et al. 2000: 60; Lang 1984:30). These black walnut, pine, poplar, and oak
containers were constructed using cut nails, and the lid was attached with wood screws
(Figure 4.124). Little else in the way of ormamentation was used. These early coffins
were often crafted by local furniture makers or family members. Mixed in with the
various orders for chairs, tables, benches, and hutches, one finds the regular appearance
of wood coffins in manﬁz furniture maker’s order books. References to “cabinet and coffin
maker” or “furniture and undertaking” are found from the 1860s to the turn of the century
(Figures 4.125 and 4.126).

ResearchAon nin;teeptl{-cgntury funeral practices suggests that the following steps
were taken upon the death of an individual: 1) notice of death was spread by word of
mouth or printed funeral invitations; 2) the grave was dug by male neighbors and friends;
3) the coffin/casket was built by family or friends, or ordered from a fumiture maker; 4)
the body was prepared by same sex friends and/or family; 5) an overnight wake was held
to monitor for any signs of life; and 6) burial generally occurred within 48 hours as
embalming was rare in south central Kentucky until the twentieth century.

The absence of funeral professionals brought the community into intimate contact
with death. E_arlier funeral services tended to be emotional and social events where

ministers took the opportunity to praise the deceased and to win converts. Samuel
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Holmes’ obituary (Interior Journal, 8-9-1872) offers some brief details that indicate that
funerals in the cemetery under investigation fit within the context developed for south
central Kentucky in the nineteenth century. In addition to discussing the circumstances of
Saxﬁuel’s death, the obituary reports that over three hundred individuals were in
attendance, which, in this very rural context, probably stood as one of the larger social
gatherings for the community for the entire year. Finally, the historiography for this
region shows that the timing of the ceremony could occur at the interment, before death
(so the individual could witness the event), or even up to ten years after death.

By the late nineteenth century, the plain, storage container was giving way to the
casket form. First introduced in Boston in 1849, the use of caskets symbolized a change
in people’s attitudes towards the dead. The rectangular shape of caskets did not serve as a
reminder of what was inside the casket, as did coffins (Buikstra et al. 2000:60). The
larger casket also was suited for display and presentation during visitation of the
7 'dc_cease_d, and the setting was one of being at rest. Caskets bec'afrr;e widely used after _
1858, although their use coincided with the use of coffins well into the early twentieth
century (Buikstra et al. 2000:60-61). With the progression of the Victorian period, the
“peautification of death” mourning symbolism became apparent in the cemetery, with
caskets that were ornamented with appealing symbolic imagery that helped to soften the
harsh reality and finality of death (Figure 4. 127). By the 1880s, individuals are interred in
the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery without marked gravestones. It appears that
most of the funeral expense shifted from an engraved gravestone during the first three

quarters of the nineteenth century to appealing coffins and caskets (i.e., mourning dove
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icons; epitaph tributes; “mother,” “father,” and “at rest” plates; flower and fruit seeds;
and quality of coffin wood) by 1873.

The burial containers used in the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery during
the iate nineteenth and twentieth century were almost all caskets. They were made with a
variety of less expensive woqu, including pine, poplar, and oak. At least one of these
 caskets was covered with a painted fabric. Almost all of the later caskets had mass
produced, decorative hardware, that speaks to display and presentation, including
handles, plaques, thumbscrews and escutcheons, viewing windows, and decorative técks
and lining (Figure 4.128).

The historiography of funerary customs in North America suggests a surprising
degree of uniformity for the late nineteenth and twentieth century (Arnold, 1983; Garrity
and Wyss, 1977; McGuire, 1993; Stone, 1987). Four steps encompass the basic practice:
1) removal of the corpse to a funeral parlor; 2) embalming of the deceased; 3)

_ ipstimtionali;ed _viewing dirsplqyrqf' the deceased; and 4) burial of the body. Early
twentieth-century death certificates and funeral home registers show that the Holmes
family, for example, participated in these contemiaorary practices.

It is likely that the coffins and caskets of the post-1875 period were made by local
undertakers and funeral homes, as the funeral profession became more organized and
separated from the furniture making trade. This was the case in Carlisle, Kentucky, where
a string of cabinet and coffin rﬁakers were precursors to what is now the Mathers-Gaunce
Funeral Home. When Taylor Mathers joined the firm of William Dinsmore in 1900, the
business was still listed as “Furniture and Undertaking.” By 1904, however, the firm of

v Taylor B. Mathers & Co. was a funeral home. The firm still has a building used for coffin
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making in the back of the funeral home, and a stable to house the hearse and horses
(Figure 4.129). Coffins and caskets were constructed on site and then ornamented with
mass produced hardware obtained from regional and national coffin hardware firms. A
large reel, suspended from the ceiling, held a roll of cloth used to line the coffin (Figure
4.130).

A sample of the entries from the funeral home account books provides a picture of
mortuary life in Carlisle, Kentucky from 1876 to 1894 (Table 4.36). The entries include
the name of the individual purchasing the burial container, a description of the type of
casket, as well as any accessories purchased for the burial. The accessories included
ornaments for the casket, such as name plates and handles, and personal items, such as
slippers and robes. The caskets varied in price and in detail, and many factors contributed
to these conditions. Children’s coffins were generally the least expensive burial
containers, and a majority of them were wood that was painted glossy white. These
caskets were typically $15, but cou.ld_i__rlc;ease to $35if aggesso_ries such as gold plated
handles, full satin lining, and trimmings decorated the caskets.

Caskets for adults ranged from $15 to $175, once again depending on the amount
of decoration and casket material used. Cast iron, or metallic coffins were the most
expensive burial containers purchased from the funeral home. These typically started in
price at $80, and, depending on the amount of satin lining and ornamentation, could be as
high as $175. Samuel Holmes and Lindsay Stephenson were both buried in Crane, Breed
& Co. metallic, or cast iron, coffins (see Figures 4.85 and 4.87). For wooden caskets, the
ideal aesthetic that was in demand was a walnut burl look. Many of the entries describe

caskets being made with an “imitation walnut burl veneer,” and these caskets are less
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expensive then the actual walnut burl caskets. Interestingly, 11 caskets made of black
walnut were recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery, making the
wood type the most prevalent in the cemetery at 22.45% of the total number of burials. A
fe\x./ caskets were covered in a cloth, such as one for the daughter of Nel Satterfield. This
casket was covered in white velvet and cost $80. Burial 62 in the Holmes-Vardeman-
Stephenson Cemetery also appears to have contained a fabric covered casket, as indicated
by the presence of black cloth on the backs of some of the outer handles. Some caskets
featured either a full or half viewing glass window; these entries generally came from the
1876 to the 1881 account books, coinciding with its use in the Holmes-Vardeman-
Stephenson Cemetery and the general national trend of using viewing glass during the
late nineteenth century. One of the sample entries described the casket of a “colored”
woman, whose name did not appear on the record. Her casket was purchased in 1884 for
$15 and was described as a “Coffin lined & trimmed, 4 handles & box.”

The firm’s account books contain a host of entries that speak to the change in
funeral customs documented at the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery. For
example, an 1892 entry describes a casket purchased for the burial of Issac Evans’ wife
(Figure 4.131). The casket was described as a “Walnut Burial Casket full extra lined &
trimed. Bar side & End handles, name plate & Box.” The use of a hearse and associated
services were included in the $80 cost for the casket. In addition to the casket, a pair of
slippers were purchased for $2.25, as well as a bottle of preservative fluid for §1. Another
1892 entry is for the casket of James Worlledge (Figure 4.132), and includes a “bottle of
preservative”_for embalming the body (Figure 4.133). A robe, slippers, and socks, as well

as a “full lined & trimd” burial case with handles, a name plate, box, and use of the

201



hearse cost $41. Twenty-six caskets in the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery were
also decorated with handles, and eleven had plaques as well. Clearly, the mortuary
business in Carlisle had grown in importance as funerary customs became increasingly
férinalized and commodified. The Holmes-Vardeman —Stephenson Cemetery embbdies
this cultural trend, with its decorated caskéts reflecting much of what the Carlisle funeral
home account books depict.

This in-depth look at the mortuary artifacts from the Holmes-Vardeman-
Stephenson Cemetery clearly demonstrates the major change in the treatment of the
deceased that occurred in the late nineteenth century. This evolution relates directly to
both the changing view of death in the Victorian period, and to the rise of the funeral

profession in the final decades of the nineteenth century.
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Figure 4.2. Map of cemetery showing gravestone types.



Figure 4.3. The Special or Unique type of headstone associated with John W.

Holmes’ burial (Burial 22).




Figure 4.4. The Special or Unique type of headstone associated with Willie T.
Christerson’s burial (Burial 23).



Figure 4.5. The Special or Unique type of headstone associated with John R.

Daws’ burial (Burial 29).




Figure 4.6. The Special or Unique type of headstone associated with Samuel

Holmes’ burial (Burial 32).
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Figure 4.7. The Special or Unique type of headstone associated with Lindsay

Stephenson’s burial (Burial 41).
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Figure 4.9. The Stephenson type headstone
Daughter Stephenson (Burial 43).
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Figure 4.10. The Stephenson type of footstone associated with the burial of
Martha A. Stephenson (Burial 36).
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Figure 4.11. The Traditional type of headstone associated with the burial of
Hannah B. Stephenson (Burial 35).
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Figure 4.13. Advertisement of the Danville Marble Works (Kentucky Advocate
1870).
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Figure 4.15. Plan of Burial 2, with coffin/casket
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Figure 4.16. Plan of Burial 3, with coffin/casket
hardware highlighted (Feature 2 Stratum [
) [Context 61] and Stratum Ila [Context 62]).
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hardware highlighted (Feature 8 Stratum lla
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casket hardware highlighted (Feature 4 Stratum
1ld [Context 78] and 1le [Context 90])).
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Figure 4.23. Plan of Burial 9, with coffin/casket
hardware highlighted (Feature 31 Stratum Ila

[Context 125]).
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Figure 4.25. Plan of Burial 11, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 30
Stratum Ila and Burial Level [Context 122]).
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Figure 4.27. Plan of Burial 13, with coffin/
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Stratum I [Context 135] and Ila [Context 141]).
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Figure 4.30. Plan of Burial 16, with coffin/
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Figure 4.31. Plan of Burial 17, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 17
Stratum 1 [Context 92] and Ila [Context 95]).
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Figure 4.35. Plan of Burial 21, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 27
Stratum IIb [Context 123]).
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Figure 4.34. Plan of Burial 20, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 20
- Stratum Ila [Context 106]).

25



E417.6 Grave Shaft
KEY Unidentified
@ hardware
i 1 Nail ===, Fragments of wood
L / coffin
e (4 Box hook
o h ® Button Zone of
it gl N\ — ] disintegrated wood
Eroat — o S=% Wood -
' <} Limestone slab
{L j] Handle - Lamina of limestone
KEY ([__J Handle T Nail " > & flaked off
Butt b e —
0 1 @ ution Foot z
0= 2Z

Feet

Figure 4.36. Plan of Burial 22, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 62
Stratum Ila [Context 174]).
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Figure 4.37. Plan of Burial 23, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 33
Stratum Ila [Context 126] and IIb [Context

127]).
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Figure 4.39. Plan of Burial 25, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 21
Stratum I and Ila [Context 98]).
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Figure 4.45. Plan of Burial 31, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 68
Stratum Ila [Context 184]).
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Figure 4.59. Plan of Burial 45, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 29
Stratum Ila and b [Context 120]).
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Figure 4.63. Plan of Burial 49, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 12
Stratum Ila [Context x]).
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Figure 4.65. Plan of Burial 51, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 45
Stratum Ila [Context 150]).

Figure 4.64. Plan of Burial 50, with coffin/
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. Stratum Ila [Context 109]).
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Figure 4.67. Plan of Burial 53, with coffin/
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Stratum II [Context x]).
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Figure 4.72. Plan of Burial 58, with coffin/
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Stratum 1 [Context 138] and lla [Context 139]).
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Figure 4.73. Plan of Burial 59, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 51
Stratum Ila [Context x]).
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Figure 4.75. Plan of Burial 61, with coffin/
casket hardware highlighted (Feature 60
Stratum Ila {Context 173]).
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Figure 4.83. Graves marked by plain unmodified fieldstones.
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Figure 4.85. Cast iron coffin from Burial 32.

52



Figure 4.86. Crane, Breed & Co.’s Plain Case cast iron coffin.
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Figure 4.87. Cast iron coffin from Burial 41.
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Figu

re 4.88. Crane, Breed & Co.’s New Plain Case with Raised Lid.
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Figure 4.89. Burials containing cut nails, wire nails, or both types of nails.

56



N600 NG00 e

HOLMES-VARDEMAN-STEPHENSON CEMETERY

_ e UF

N
b

Figure 4.90. Burials containing coffin screws and iron screws.

ol



No. 16, No. 18 No. . No. 24. No. 30. No. 17.
Double Filagree.  Duuble Filagree.  Double Filagree. Double Filagree., Duuble Filayree. Triple Filagree,

T
A
4

e
s T oty
24 oy Nt
—-.{_}"\"-R"_\#.?‘. 4

]

iy
=2 trd
‘J‘l'}!_ L2

".;" Feerse it
u_zﬂf’;;'
TTrr7 77 ’?" e

No. ™. No. 2%, No. 3L No. H. No. 36
Triple Filagree. Triple Fllagree. Tilple Fllagres. Brosd Bass Fllagiee. Hroad Hare Filagree.

Figure 4.91. White metal coffin screws (from 1869 Sargent & Company Catalogue).
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Figure 4.92. Typical thumbscrews and escutcheons (from 1905 Chattanooga Coffin and Casket Co.
Catalogue).
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Figure 4.93. Photograph of escutcheons and thumbscrews recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a- Escutcheon Type 6, white metal [Burial 18]; b-
Escutcheon Type 8, white metal [Burial 63]; c-Thumbscrew Type 1, flat bodied white
metal [Burial 59]; d-Thumbscrew Type 3, flat bodied white metal [Burial 14]; e-
Thumbscrew Type 8, cylindrical white metal [Burial 15]; f-Thumbscrew Type 6, wire
ferrous [Burial 22); g-Thumbscrew Type 17, flat bodied ferrous [Burial 14]).
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Figure 4.94. Photograph of typical thumbscrew (top) with escutcheon
(bottom).
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Figure 4.95. Plan of cemetery showing burials containing casket or coffin handles.
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Figure 4.96. Photograph of casket handles recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a- Handle Type 18, double lug swingbail
white metal [Burial 59]; b- Handle Type 13, double lug swingbail white
metal [Burial 23]).
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Figure 4.97. Photograph of casket handles recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a- Handle Type 17, double
lug swingbail white metal [Burial 41]; b- Handle Type 1, double
lug swingbail white metal [Burial 1]; c- Handle Type 24, double
lug swingbail with tips white metal/cuprous {Burial 45]).
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Figure 4.98. Photograph of casket handles recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a- Handle Type 5, single lug extension
bar ferrous/cuprous [Burial 9]; b- Handle Type 8, single lug short bar
white metal/ferrous [Burial 12]).
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Figure 4.99. Photograph of outer box handles recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson
Cemetery (a- Outer Box Handle Type 1, single lug swingbail ferrous [Burial 2]; b- Outer Box
Handle Type 3, single lug swingbail ferrous [Burial 61]).
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Figure 4.100. Typical plaques that would be affixed to the coffin (from 1905 Chattanooga Coffin and
Casket Co. Catalogue).
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Figure 4.101. Photograph of plaques recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a- Plaque Type 6, “At Rest, "white metal
{Burial 14]; b- Plaque Type 2, “At Rest, ” floral border white metal [ Burial
2]; ¢- Plague Type 10, “Mother,” white metal [Burial 31]).
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CAP LIFTERS.

Figure 4.102. Typical caplifters (from 1905 Chattanooga Coffin and Casket Co. Catalogue).
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Figure 4.103. Photograph of caplifters recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a- Caplifter Type 1, dove with
branch in beak, white metal [Burial 59]; b- Caplifter Type 2,
knobbed dome, white metal [Burial 17]; c- Caplifter Type 3,
knobbed dome, white metal [Burial 62]).
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STUDS.

Figure 4.104. Typical ornamental tacks (from 1905 Chattanooga Coffin and Casket Co. Catalogue).
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Figure 4.105. Photograph of ornamental tacks recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson
Cemetery (a- Ornamental Tack Type 2, diamond stud, cuprous struck up foil [Burial 2]; b-
Oramental Tack Type 4, plain copper disc/dome, cuprous struck up foil [Burial 1]).
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Figure 4.106. Corrugated steel fasteners (from the 1900 McIntosh-Huntington Co. Catalogue,

Cleveland, OH).
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Figure 4.107. Viewing window glass (top) and coffin viewing window
opening (bottom).
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Figure 4.108. Photograph of silk bowtie recovered from Burial 3.
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Figure 4.109. Reconstructed drawing of
trousers recovered from Burial 32.
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( Figure 4.110. Photograph and drawing of wool frock coat recovered from Burial 41.
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Figure 4.111. Photograph and drawing of wool trousers r
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Figure 4.112. Drawing of vest and overcoat recovered from Burial 40.
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Figure 4.113. Photograph of a pair of jute socks recovered from
Burial 8.
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Figure 4.114. Photograph of buttons recovered from the Holmes- Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a
and b-Two-hole black hard rubber buttons [ Burial 10]; c-Four-hole black hard rubber button [Burial
3]; d-Ferrous metal button [Burial 10]; e-Ferrous metal button [Burial 14]; f-Five-hole bone button
[Burial 31]; g-Four-hole porcelain button [Burial 23]; h-Two-hole shell button [Burial 2]; i and j-
Four-hole opaque white glass buttons [Burial 6]).
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Figure 4.115. Photograph of plastic dentures recovered from
Burial Figure 4.
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Figure 4.116. Photograph of metal dentures recovered from Burial 45.
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Figure 4.117. Photograph of hair combs recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a- Tortoise shell hair comb [Burial 42];
b- Rubber hair comb [Burial 35]; c- Tortoiseshell hair comb [Burial 51];
d- Celluloid hair comb [Burial 17]; e- Tortoiseshell hair comb [Burial
42]; f- Tortoiseshell hair comb [Burial 36]; g- Rubber hairpin [Burial
35)).
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Figure 4.118. Photograph of rubber hair comb recovered from Burial 44.
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Figure 4.119. Photograph of collar studs recovered from
the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a- Bone collar
stud [Burial 40]; b- Metal collar stud [Burial 1]; ¢ and d-
Opaque white glass collar studs [Burial 3]).
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Figure 4.120. Photograph of cufflinks recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery (a and b- Pair of
brass cufflinks with diamond design on front [Burial 5]; c-
Metal cufflink [Burial 40]).
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Figure 4.121. Photograph of safety pins recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson
Cemetery (a- Safety pin fragment, type unidentified; b- Type 1C safety pin [Burial 2]; c- Type
IDI Clinton safety pin [Burial 15]; d- Type II Lindsay safety pin [Burial 16]).
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Figure 4.122. Plan of cemetery showing burials by family.
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Figure 4.123. Plan of cemetery showing temporal placement of burials.
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Figure 4.124. Plans of cemetery showing dates of burials, types of wood used for coffin construction,
and nails and screws recovered from burials.
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Figure 4.125. Sign for a carpenter who produced both furniture and coffins.
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Figure 4.126. Photograph of typical plain coffin produced by a local company in Carlisle, Kentucky.
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Figure 4.127. A decorative metallic casket (from 1858 Crane, Breed & Company catalog).
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Figure 4.128. Plans of cemetery showing dates of burial, and handles, nails, and screws recovered
from burials.
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Figure 4.129. Photograph of carriage house or stable at the Mathers-Gaunce
Funeral Home in Carlisle, Kentucky.
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Figure 4.130. Photograph of coffin lining reel.
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Figure 4.131. Photograph of entry from the ledger of the Mathers-Gaunce Funeral Home.
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Figure 4.132. Photograph of entry from the ledger of the Mathers-Gaunce Funeral Home.
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Table 4.1. Special or Unique gravemarkers.

Burial Name Date Material Description
22 John W. Holmes 1922 Marble Headstone
23 Willie T. Christerson 1873 Marble Headstone
29 John R. Daws 1852 Limestone Headstone
32 Samuel Holmes 1872 Marble Headstone
41 Lindsay Stephenson 1870 Marble Headstone




Table 4.2. Vardeman type gravemarkers.

Burial Name Date Material Description

37 Polly 1844 Limestone Box-tomb
Vardeman

38 - William 1846 Limestone Box-tomb
Vardeman

39 Morgan 1847 Limestone Box-tomb
Vardeman

31 Polly 1842 Limestone Box-tomb
Vardeman

53 John 1849 Limestone Box-tomb

Christopher




Table 4.3. Stephenson type gravemarkers.

Burial Name Date Material Description
- 36 Martha A. 1844 Limestone Headstone
Stephenson
42 Ann E. . 1846 Limestone Headstone
Stephenson
43 Infant Daughter 1837 Limestone Headstone
Stephenson
47 Ann L 1844 Limestone Headstone
Stephenson
48 Hannah E. 1837 Limestone Headstone

Stephenson




Table 4.4. Traditional type gravemarkers.
Burial Name Date Material Description
34 David M. 1863 Marble Headstone
Stephenson
33 Hannah B. 1861 Marble Headstone
Stephenson
44 Eliza E. 1862 Marble Headstone
Stephenson




Table 4.5. Monument gravemarker type.

Burial Name Date Material Description
31 Ephraim 1852 Limestone Ledger resting
' Pennington Holmes on foundation
‘ stones
52 Second Son 1843 Limestone Ledger resting
Holmes on foundation
stones




Table 4.6. Burials with fieldstone gravemarkers, with or without commercial stones.

BurialNumber Limestone/Headstone | Limestone/Footstone Commercial
Stone
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Table 4.7.Shape of burial receptacles recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Date Coffin or Casket?
i 1 1900-1920 Casket
2 1900-1920 Casket
@ 1900-1905 Casket
4 1900-1905 Casket |
5 1900-1920 Casket
5a 1900-1920 Casket
6 Pre-1900 Casket
7 Pre-1900 n/a
8 1915-1950 Casket
9 1915-1950 Casket
10 1915-1950 Casket
11 1915-1950 Casket
12 1944 | Casket
13 1900-1905 Casket
14 1900-1920 Casket
15 1900-1920 Casket
16 1900-1920 Casket
17  |1900-1905 n/a
18 Pre-1900 Casket
19 Pre-1900 n/a
20 Pre-1900 Casket
21 Pre-1900 Coffin
22 1922 Casket
23 1873 Casket
24 Pre-1900 Casket
25 Pre-1900 Casket
26 Pre-1900 Casket
27 Pre-1900 Coffin
28 Pre-1900 Casket
29 1852 Coffin
30 Pre-1900 Coffin
31 1852 Casket
32 1872 Coffin
33 1900-1905 Casket
34 1863 Casket
35 1861 Casket
36 1844 Coffin
37 1844 Casket
38 1846 Casket B
39 1847 Casket
40 1900-1905 Casket
41 1870 Coffin
42 1846 Coffin
43 1837 n/a
44 1862 Casket
45 Pre-1900 Casket
46 Pre-1900 |. Casket
47 1844 Coffin
48 1837 Casket
49 Pre-1900 Coffin
50 Pre-1900 Casket




Table 4.7.8hape of burial receptacles recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

51 1844 Casket
| 52 1813 Casket
53 1849 Coffin
| 54 Pre-1900 Coffin
55  |Pre-1900 n/a
| 56 Pre-1900 Casket
57 Pre-1900 Casket
58 Pre-1900 Casket
59 1900-1920 . Casket
60 1915-1950 Casket
61 1915-1950 Casket
62 1915-1950 Casket
63 1900-1920 Casket
64 Pre-1900 Casket
65 1900-1920 Casket
66 1900-1920 Casket
67 1915-1950 Casket
68 1915-1950 Casket




Table 4.8. Coffin/ casket wood types by group.

Burial | Primary Wood Secondary Wood Additional Wood

1 sugar maple

2 . softwood

3 softwood

5 southern yellow pine

5A yellow poplar

8 yellow-poplar American chestnut southern yellow pine
9 southern yellow pine American chestnut

11

southern yellow pine

12 white oak

13 southern yellow pine

14 southern yellow pine

17 soft pine

18 southern yellow pine

20 yellow-poplar

A southern yellow pine

23 white oak

23 black walnut

24 black walnut

26 black walnut

29 American chestnut

31 slippery elm

32 southern yellow pine

33 southern yellow pine

35 soft pine

36 red oak American beech
37 black walnut

38 black walnut

39 red oak

40 yellow poplar

41 soft pine ash
42 black walnut

45 soft pine southern yellow pine
46 yellow-poplar

47 yellow-poplar

50 black walnut

51 red oak

52 white oak

53 black walnut

54 black walnut

55 black walnut

58 southern yellow pine

59 soft pine southern yellow pine




60

black walnut

American chestnut

61 yellow-poplar southern yellow pine
62 soft pine

63 soft pine

65 soft pine

66 | soft pine

68 red oak




Table 4.9. Frequency of primary, secondary, and
additional coffin/casket wood types.
Primary Wood Number of Percentage
Burials

Black Walnut 11 22.45
Southern 10 20.40
Yellow Pine
Soft Pine 9 18.36
Yellow-Poplar | 7 143
Red Oak 4 8.16
White Oak 3 6.12
Softwood 2 4.08
American 1 2.04
Chestnut
Slippery Elm 1 2.04
Sugar Maple 1 2.04
Secondary
Wood
American 3 37.5
Chestnut
Southern 3 31.5
Yellow Pine
American 1 12.5
Beech
Ash 1 12.5
Additional
Wood
Southern 1 100

| Yellow Pine




Table 4.10. Types of utilitarian hardware recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Cut Nails Wire Nails Coffin Wood

Screws Screws
(White (Iron)
Metal)

1 35

2 71

3 25 9

4 6 6

5 7

S5a Several 1-Possible

fragments

6 36

7 9 fragments

3 250

9 113

10 112

11 28 36

1.2 38

13 4 37

14 45

15 82

16 81

17 140

18

19 i 2

20 28 2

21 49 7

22 124

23 45 1-Possible

24 47 2

25 23

26 24

27 14

28 28

29 41 4

30 37

31 64 4

32 75

33 3 a5

34 75 11-Type 3

35 19 6-Type 1

36 36 5

37 34 3




38 15 2

39 34 4

40 78

41 5

42 114 11

43 36

44 86 6

45 97 18

46 32 3

47 57 6

48 36 1

49 23 4

50 34 5

51 50 8

52 31 4

53 103 9

54 33

55 8 2

56 23 6

57 9 _ 3

58 49 5- 9
Unidentified

59 124

60 106

61 224

62 139 .

63 63

64 2 3l 1- Type 2

65 41 ' 1

66 45

67 5

68 21




Table 4.11. Thumbscrews recovered from the Holmes-

Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Thumbscrew
Burial Type Date

1 1 1906

1 2 1903-1905

2 3 1901-1902

2 4 1886-1887

3 5 1888-1905

4 5 1888-1905

5 1 1906

5 6 ca. 1940

Possible coffin

Sa screw? 1853-1902

8 6 ca. 1940-1950

9 6 ca. 1940-1950

11 6 ca. 1940-1950

13 7 1900-1901

14 2 1901-1907

14 16 1905-1915

14 17 1901-1920

15 1 1906

15 8 1878-1880

16 9 1902-1907

16 2 1903-1905

16 17 1901-1920

18 1 1906

19 Iron Screws n/a

20 Iron Screws n/a

21 Iron Screws n/a

22, 6 ca. 1940

Possible coffin '

23 screw? 1853-1902

24 Iron Screws n/a

29 Iron Screws n/a

31 Iron Screws n/a

33 11 1904-1905

34 Coffin Screw 3 | 1865-1884
135 Coffin Screw 1 | 1853-1884

36 Iron Screws n/a

31 Iron Screws n/a

38 Iron Screws n/a

39 Iron Screws n/a

40 13 1881-1905

40 12 1878-1907

42 Iron Screws n/a




45

10 ca. 1885

46 Iron Screws n/a

47 Iron Screws n/a

48 Iron Screws n/a

49 Iron Screws n/a

50 Iron Screws n/a

S1 Iron Screws n/a

52 Iron Screws n/a

53 Iron Screws n/a

54 Iron Screws n/a

55 Iron Screws n/a

56 Iron Screws n/a

5 Iron Screws n/a

58 Possible Coffin | 1840-1902
Screw

59 1 1906

59 17 1901-1920

60 6 Post-1900

61 14 1900-1921

61 17 1901-1920

61 18 1896

62 6 ca. 1940-1950

63 19 ca.1920-1930

64 Coffin Screw 2 | ca.1840-1902

65 Iron Screw n/a




Table 4.12. Escutcheons recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Escutcheon Type Date

1 1 1902-1905

1 2 1885-1905

2 . 1901-1905

3 4 1890-1906

13 12 1901

14 5 1905-1906

i3 6 n/a

15 11 1888-1896
116 1 1902-1906

18 6 1906

23 7 ca. 1870

33 9 1904-1905

40 10 1881-1896

45 8 1877-1899

59 6 1906

63 8 1877-1907




Table 4.13. Latches recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-

Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Latch Type Date*
9 1 1889-1902
10 1 1889-1902
10 2 1890-1902
11 6 1889-1907
33 B 1884-1907
33 5 1900-1903
60 1 1889-1902
60 2 1888-1907
61 1 1889-1907
62 1 1889-1907
66 17 1887-1907




Table 4.14. Handles recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Handle Type Date
1 1 n/a
2 2 1900-1905
3 3 1871-ca. 1920
4 1 n/a
5 15 1905-1910
8 4 Post-1900
9 5 Post-1900
10 6 Post-1900
11 7 Post-1900
12 8 ca. 1900
13 9 1903-1907
14 10 1910-1915
15 12 1900-1905
16 11 1878-1907
22 23 Post-1900
23 13 1877-1900
32 14 1871-1877
33 15 1905-1910
40 16 1879-1900
41 17 1867-1877
45 24 1869-1884
59 18 1890-1920
60 19 Post-1900
61 20 Post-1900
62 21 Post-1900
63 18 1904-1906
66 22 1886-1905




Table 4.15. Outer Box Handles recovered from the Holmes-

Vardeman-Ste

ph

enson Cemelery.

Burial Outer Box Handle Date*
Type
2 L1 1871-1904
9 2 1885-1902
10 2 1885-1902
14 2 1885-1902
22 2 1885-1902
62 2 1885-¢a.1940




Table 4.16. Plaques recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemelery.

Burial Plaque Date
Type

1 1 1876-1905
2 2 1901-1904
5 ? n/a

8 3 1947

10 5 n/a

13 ? n/a

14 6 1905-1920
16 % 1906

60 9 1906-1920
62 1 1906-1920




Table 4.17. Caplifters recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial | Caplifter Type Date

3 6 1882

16 1 1880-1920

17 2 1884-1920

33 5 1901-1905

59 1 1880-1920

59 4 1903-1918

62 3 n/a

63 4 1903-1918

63 7 1880-1920




Table 4.18. Caplifter bases that were recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Caplifter Base Date
Type
16 1 1880-1909
17 2 1904-1920
33 4 1901-1905
63 | 1880-1909




Table 4.19. Ornamental tacks recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Ornamental Tack Date
Type

1 4 1885-1905

2 1 1894-1907

2 2 1871-1907

5 4 1885-1905

14 5 ca. 1880- 1907
23 3 1875-1908

34 Dummy Screws n/a

66 4 1885-1905




Table 4.20. Miscellaneous Hardware recovered from the Holmes-

Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Miscellaneous Date*
Hardware Type

2 3 1884
4 3 1884
8 3 1884
10 3 1884
11 3 1884
13 s n/a
14 3 1884
1) 3 1884
16 3 1884
14 1 1884
17 3 1884
22 3 1884
22 2 n/a
33 1 1884
59 3 1884
59 4 1901-1940
60 3 1884
61 3 1884
62 3 1884




Table 4.21. Viewing window glass recovered.

Burial Hardware Date Moir Date
40 1900-1905 1872
24 1849-1900 1874
17 1900-1905 1874
16 1900-1920 1878
59 1900-1920 1890

4 1900-1905 1903
63 1900-1920 1916
1 1900-1920 1918
45 1871-1900 1928
33 1900-1905 1928
15 1800-1920 1930
3 1900-1905 1979
13 1900-1905 1980
32 1872 2401

41 1870 N/A



Table 4.22. Textiles recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemelery.
Burial | Textile Object Fiber Color
1 1-A 26 remnants Unmercerized cotton Black
1 . 1-B 7 remnants Bast fiber Red-brown; black
3 3-A Bowtie Jute Black
3 3-B 25 remnants Wool Brown
3 3-C 4 remnants Vegetable Brown
3 3.1 2 remnants Cotton Black
5 5-A 2 remnants Wool Black
Sa 5A-A Shoe remnants Leather n/a
8 8-A Rickrack n/a Tan
8 8-B Socks Jute Cream
10 10-A 2 remnants Silk Black
13 13-A 14 remnants Wool Black
13 13.1 2 remnants | n/a n/a
13 13.2 1 button n/a Beige
14 14-A 6 remnants Silk Black
15 15-A 12 remnants Silk warp and 2-ply Black
unmercerized cotton weft
15 15-B 2 remnants Wool Black
15 15.1 2 buttons Silk Blue & rust
22 22-A 29 remnants Wool Brown
22 22-B 10 remnants Cotton Black
22 241 4 buttons Wool Blue-green &
brown
22 222 2 buttons Wool Brown & rust
24 24-A 3 remnants Silk Light yellow
31 31-A Shoe remnants Leather n/a
31 31.1 11 buttons n/a n/a
31 312 3 remnants Silk Yellow
32 32-A Coat Wool Brown
32 32-B Coat lining Vegetable Brown
32 32-C Bowtie Silk Black
32 32-D Trousers Wool Brown
32 32-E Socks n/a Brown
32 32-F Shoe remnants Leather n/a
34 34-A Shoe remnants Leather n/a
34 34-B 12 remnants Wool Beige
34 34-C 16 remnants Silk Black
34 34-D 2 remnants Wool Dark brown
35 35-A Shoe remnants Leather n/a
36 36-A Coffin lining Silk warp and Black & yellow
unmercerized cotton weft
36 36-B Coffin lining Cotton Brown




Table 4.23. White opaque glass buttons recovered
from the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson

Cemetery.
.Burial Quantity Number of
Holes

4 1 4

Sa 3 4

6 9 4

7 1 n/a

13 1 4

14 2 4

21 5 4

23 4 4

29 1 4

31 b 3

34 3 n/a

40 4 n/a

41 3 4

44 9 4

44 1 4 (scalloped)
45 1 n/a

64 1 n/a




Table 4.24. Metal buttons recovered from
the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson

Cemetery.
Burial Quantity Fabric
: Covered
1 2 Yes
10 3
13 2 Yes
14 2 Yes
15 2 Yes
22 6 Yes
31 11 Yes
31 4
32 14
33 3 Yes
34 8 Yes
40 11
41 11 Yes
63 2 Yes




Table 4.25. Shell buttons recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Quantity Number of
- Holes

1 2 4

2 1 2

4 Fragments n/a

10 1 n/a

12 4 2

16 Fragments n/a

59 Fragments n/a

63 2 4




Table 4.26. Bone buttons recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Quantity Number of
Holes
31 2 5




Table 4.27. Hard rubber buttons recovered from
the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Quantity Number of
: Holes

3 3 8

8 9 2

10 11 Z

40 11 n/a

41 1 n/a

44 2 4




Table 4.28. Porcelain buttons recovered from
the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Quantity Number of
' Holes
20 1 4
21 1 3
21 4




Table 4.29. Horn buttons recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemelery.

Burial Quantity Number of
Holes
8 8 2
9 S 4




Table 4.30. Wooden buttons
recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson

Cemelery.
Burial Quantity
38 3
39 6
41 2




Table 4.31. Hair combs recovered from the Holmes-Vardeman-
Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Description Date
17 Half of a yellow celluloid 1871-1940
comb

35 “Goodyear” rubber 1851-1900
36 Tortoiseshell

42 Tortoiseshell (3 total)

44 Rubber 1851-1900
50 Tortoiseshell

51 Tortoiseshell




Table 4.32. Collar studs recovered from the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Material Date

1 Metal n/a

3 Opaque white glass 1840-
present

9 Celluloid 1871-1940

10 Celluloid 1871-1940

15 Opaque white glass 1840-
present

2k Celluloid 1871-1940

33 Opaque white glass 1840-
present

33 Wooden n/a

40 Wooden n/a

59 Wooden n/a

62 Celluloid 1871-1940




Table 4.33. Cufflinks recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Material Quantity
5 Brass 2
40 Metal 1
62 Metal 2




Table 4.34. Safety pins recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.

Burial Safety Pin Type Date
o2 1C 1888
12 n/a n/a
15 1DI- “Clinton” 1878-1881
16 II- “Lindsay” 1878
35 n/a n/a
60 1DIV 1896
61 n/a n/a
65 n/a n/a




Table 4.35. Straight pins
recovered from the Holmes-

Vardeman-Stephenson
Cemetery.
Burial Quantity
1 5
3 2
6 Fragments
14 1
24 3 + Fragments
28 Pinhead
32 1
42 1
43 1
44 3
45 5
54 1
55 3
58 1
61 1
63 1




Table 4.36. Sample entries from Gaunce-Mathers Funeral Home ledger books.

Date Name Coffin Description Price

1876 |Barbee, Wm. |Lined & plain trim wood coffin (no glass), iron handles. $ 25.00
1876 |Bell, Horace |Full extra lined full glass gloss white wood casket with gold trimmings & plated handles & ornaments for chxld $ 45.00
1876 |Blunt, Martin  |Lined 1/2 glass wood burial case 4 ft 9 plain trimmed iron handles for son. $ 22.50
1876 |Dorsey, Thom |Full extra lined 1/2 glass wood burial case, trimmed, plated handles, box & hearse for son. $ 30.00
1876 |Ratcliffe, Lee |Full lined gloss white wood burial case trimmed with plated handles, name plate & box for child. $ 25.50
1876 |Roberts, Jame |Lined & plain Trimmed flat top coffin (no glass), iron handles & box for brother. $ 18.50
1876 |Smedley, Marti|Lined 1/2 glass walnut burial case trimmed plated handles, box & hearse for Mrs. Smedley. $ 55.00
1876 |Wills, Geo. Lined & trimmed wood burial case plated handles. $ 4500
1877 |Blount, William|Full lined R.W. im. 1/2 glass 6 ft. casket trim with silver plated handles & ornaments for self. $ 75.00
1877 |Burris, William |Full extra lined walnut burial case trim with plated handles & box for Ben. $ 35.00
1877 |Dallas, Charles|Casket extra lined & trimmed with silver plated handles & trimmings with engraved name plate for wife. $ 75.00
1877 |Graves, John |Lined & trimmed wood (half glass) coffin trimmed plated handles for wife. $ 45.00
1877 |Letton, W.W. |Metallic burial case, satin lined, trimmed with silver handles for daughter. $ 105.00
1877 |McComraghay |Lined flat top coffin (no glass) Iron handles & box for sister. $ 17.50
1877 |Miller, Mrs. Min|Full extra lined cloth covered wood casket trimmed silver lace & plate handles for self. 3 65.00
1877 |Scott, Mrs. Joh|Lined R.W. im 1/2 glass burial case plated handles & eng. Name plate for self. $ 110.00
1877 |Taylor, Horace |No. 16 metallic burial case trimmed plated handles for father. $ 105.00
1877 |West, Elijah  |Full extra lined plain walnut burial case trimmed with plated handles, name plate. $ 75.00
1877 |Wills, William |Lined & trimmed coffin, plated handles & box for wife. $ 40.00
1878 |Boardman, Mr |Full lined & trimmed walnut burial case plated handies & ornaments with box for self. $ 75.00
1878 |Brewington, Mr|Full satin lined metallic casket full glass full trim & ornaments & engraved name plate. $ 155.00
1878 |Brown, Milton |Full extra lined walnut burial case trim plated handles & engraved name plate for self. $ 75.00
1878 |Dallas, Mrs. C. |Lined extra R.W. finish wood burial casket with plated handles & engraved name plate for Marion Dallas. $ 65.00
1878 |Donnell, S.M. |No. 16 metallic burial case full satin lined trimmed with plated handles & ornaments & engraved named plate for self. | $ 125.00
1878 [Hamilton, Col. |Full satin lined metallic burial case trimmed with plated handles & ornaments, engraved name plate for self. $ 125.00
1878 |McCracken, W/Lined flat top 1/2 glass coffin with handles for child. $ 15.00
1878 |Piper, Tabitha |Full satin lined & trimmed metallic burial casket engraved name plate. $ 150.00
1878 |Ross, James |Full lined & trimmed RW imit. Wood burial case plated handles & engraved name plate for son. $ 45.00
1878 [Taylor, Mary |Lined & trimmed wood (RW) burial case 1/2 glass plated handles for self. $ 33.00
1879 |Adair, Mrs. Juli|Full extra lined RW im. full glass wood burial casket timmed with plated handles for self. $ 60.00
1879 |Bell, H.M. Full extra lined wood RW im. burial case trimmed with plated handles, engraved name plate. $ 60.00
1879 |Berry, William [Full lined wood 1/2 glass burial case trimmed with plated handles for child. $ 15.00
1879 |Blain, AW. Full satin lined metallic case trimmed & engraved name plate. $ 105.00
1879 [Carter, Rich _|Full extra lined walnut burial case trimmed with plated handles for daughter. $ 50.00
1879 |Jones, Mr. $ 80.00

Full extra lined walnut burial case trimmed & ornamented for self.




Full satin lined extra trim & ornaments metallic burial case with engraved name plate for self.

$ 140.00

1879 |Parker, Robert

1879 |Smith, E.G. Satin lined full trim metallic burial case for James Summers. $ 105.00
1879 |Smith, Warren |Lined & trimmed wood (1/2 glass) burial case plated handles for mother. $ 42.50
1879 |Wilson, Stephe|Lined & trimmed wood coffin plated handles for self. $ 25.00
1880 |Bowden, Lawr |Full extra lined & trimmed wood burial case handles & ornament for Thomas Clark. $ 37.50
1880 [Call, Samuel |Full extra lined (RW im) wood burial casket, trim plated handles & ornaments, engraved name plate. $ 80.00
1880 |Jones, Aquilla |Lined & plain frim (no handles) wood coffin & box for child. $ 11.00
1880 |Lykins, Eli Full extra lined walnut burial case trimmed with plated handles, plate. $ 75.00
1880 |Robertson, Re |Full satin lined metallic burial case trimmed & ornamented, $ 125.00
1880 |Shultz, Mrs. M |Full satin lined cloth covered wood casket trimmed plated handles & box. $ 100.00
1880 |Smith, Gran  |Full extra lined wood burial case trimmed handles & ornaments for Miss Allen $ 46.00
1880 |Ward, W.H. |2 ft 6 gloss white casket.trimmed with handles for child. $ 20.00
1880 |Wilson, James [Full lined wood 1/2 glass burial case, plated handles & box for wife. $ 35.00
1881 |Brady, James |Lined plain coffin timmed & box for father. $ 20.00
1881 |Cothington, Ro|Full lined flat top coffin trimmed with handles & ornaments for sister. $ 27.50
1881 |Feeback, Louis|Full extra lined walnut burial casket trimmed with bar handles ornaments & name plate for wife. $ 80.00
1881 |Howe, Dunlap |Full extra lined walnut full glass burial casket trimmed with bar handles plate & ornaments. $ 70.00
1881 |Ishmael, Samu|Lined wood burial case trimmed with handles for wife. $ 45.00
1881 |Mann, James [Lined & trimmed coffin, handles for father. $ 35.00
1881 |Roberts, A Full extra lined wood burial case trimmed with handles. $ 45.00
1881 |Sanford, W.N. |Full lined white wood full glass casket trimmed plated handles & ornamentation for child. $ 30.00
1881 |Trumbo, J.T. |Full lined wood burial case trimmed with plated handles & ornaments. $ 48.00
1883 |County order J |Coffin for child of Harry Stephenson § 4.00
1883 |Gore, Benj. Sr.|Full lined & trimmed cloth casket box & hearse for wife. $ 125.00
1883 |Moore, Thoma |Lined & trimmed coffin. $ 15.00
1883 |Soper, Thoma |Full extra lined 6 ft. walnut casket trimmed & ornamented. Box & hearse for son Charley. $ 80.00
1884 |Adais, F.H. Full satin lined trimmed & ornamented metallic casket, engraved name plate. Box & hearse for wife. $ 80.00
1884 |Boyd, Sanford |Lined & trimmed coffin & box for child of Harvey Boyd. $ 15.00
1884 |Cracroft, Ches.|Full extra lined trimmed & ornamented walnut casket, box and hearse for self. $ 60.00
1884 |Crawford, Eliz. |Full satin lined trimmed & ornamented metallic burial casket. Box, hearse, shipping to Il. $ 165.00
1884 [Crockett, Eli  |Full lined & trimmed white case handles. Box & hearse for child. $ 25.00
1884 |Graves, B.W. |Full extra lined & trimmed walnut burial case. Box & hearse for self. $ 65.00
1884 |Harkins, M.W. |Full lined & trimmed gloss white case. Box & hearse for child. $ 15.00
1884 |Huddelson, Da |Full extra lined, trimmed & ornamented walnut casket. Box & hearse for wife. $ 85.00
1884 |McCray, Willia |Full extra lined & trimmed & ornamented gloss white casket. Box & hearse for child. § 35.00
1884 |Moore, Milton |Full extra lined & trimmed walnut casket veneered. Box & hearse for burial of wife. $ 80.00
1884 |Myers, W.J.  |Coffin lined & trimmed, 4 handles & box for colored woman. |$ 15.00




35.00

1884 |Royse, J. Fran |White burial casket extra lined & trimmed, box & hearse for daughter. [3

1884 |Smart, Hezeki |Full lined & trimmed walnut casket. Box & hearse for son Tom. $ 80.00
1884 |Strodis, Morga |Full extra lined & trimmed burial case. Box & use of hearse for self. $ 45.00
1885 |Adams Expres |Full extra lined & trimmed wood casket, box & hearse. For messenger killed at the tunnel. $ 65.00
1885 |Barlow, James |Full extra lined & trimmed walnut burial case. Box & hearse for self. $ 60.00
1885 | Collier, Hamlet [Full extra lined & trimmed walnut burial case & box & hearse for self. $ 75.00
1885 |Gore, J.P. Full extra lined & timmed burial case, box & hearse for self. $ 50.00
1885 |Harris, Henry |Full extra lined & trimmed R.W. imitation burial case, name plate, box & hearse. $ 45.00
1885 |Hopkins, W.B. [Full extra lined & trimmed (in gold plated trimmings & ornaments) walnut burl casket name plate, box & hearse. Prese| $ 100.00
1885 |Huffstruller, Ja |Full extra lined & trimmed. Im. Walnut casket. Box & hearse for wife. $ 65.00
1885 |Jones, W.J.  |Full lined 3 ft 3 burial case trimmed with handles & box for child. $ 15.00
1886 |Eubanks, Henr|Lined & trimmed coffin with handles, name plate & box for daughter. $ 20.00
1886 |McClune, John|White casket full lined & trimmed and box. $ 20.00
1886 |Rogers, John |Full lined & trimmed burial casket ( imitation Wal) with box & hearse for self. $ 60.00
1887 |Brown, Wm. |Full lined & trimmed burial case, box & hearse. $ 45.00
1887 |May, David Lined & trimmed coffin, handles & box for child. $ 7.50
1887 |Mrs. Rhoda D. |Full extra lined cloth casket, trimmed with handles & name plate. Box & hearse. $ 90.00
1887 |Robinson, Butl [Full extra lined & timmed walnut burial case. Box & hearse for self. $ 65.00
1887 |Sapp, Thomas |Coffin full lined & box for his mother. $ 20.00
1888 |Carlin, J.W. Full extra lined white burial casket, gold plated handles & trimmings. Box & hearse for child. $ 20.00
1888 |Crockett, Geor |Full extra lined & trimmed coffin with handles, name plate & box for Annine Grinney. $ 15.00
1888 |Crockett, Mrs. |Full satin lined full ornamental metallic burial casket. Box & hearse. $ 175.00
1888 |Johnson, Davi |Full extra lined & trimmed walnut burial casket. Engraved name plate, box & hearse for self. $ 85.00
1888 |Potts, Robert |Full extra lined & timmed walnut burial case, name plate. Box & hearse for self. $ 55.00
1888 |Sapp, Jacob | Coffin full lined & trimmed with handles for self. $ 18.00
1891 |Buckner, W.T, |Walnut casket full extra lined & trimmed. Bar side & end handles, name plate for wife. $ 75.00
1891 |Burden, Vergal|Gloss white burial case lined & trimmed with handles, name plate. $ 15.00
1891 |Clay, William |Walnut casket full lined box. $ 55.00
1891 |Congleton, Mrs|Walnut burial casket full lined with black. Bar handles, name plate. $ 100.00
1891 |Griffith, Benja |Coffin lined & trimmed handles, box, hearse. $ 25.00
1891 |King, Mrs. Sar |Walnut burl casket full satin lined timmed & ornamented. Large bar handles, name plate. $ 85.00
1891 |Lawson, Euge |Walnut casket full extra lined & trimmed. Side & end handles name plate. $ 60.00
1891 |Potts, J.P. Walnut casket full lined extra trimmed. $. 85.00
1891 |Ratcliff, Claud |White burial casket full extra lined & trimmed handles & box for child. $ 15.00]
1891 |Smart, Hezeki |Burial casket full extra lined & trimmed. Bar side & end handles for daughter. $ 60.00
1891 | Talbott, Mrs. F |Full extra lined, timmed & ornamented. Black cloth draped burial casket & box. $ 80.00
1891 | Thompson, R. |Walnut burial case full extra lined & trimmed bar handles, name plate. Box & hearse for wife. $ 70.00




1891 |Vaughn, J.M. |3-6 gloss white casket full lined handles, name plate 3 15.00
1892 |Beale, S.S. Burial case full extra lined & trimmed with handles and box for wife $ 50.00
1892 |Bowles Coffin lined & trimmed & box for their father. $ 20.00
1892 |Coy, Frank Coffin lined & trimmed & box for grandchild $ 10.00
1892 |Feeback, Lewi |Walnut case full extra lined & trimmed, handles, name plate & box. $ 60.00
1892 |Hamilton, C.W.|Walnut burial casket;Burl veneered, full satin extra lined & trimmed. Bar side & end handles, name plate & ornaments.| $ 85.00
1892 |Linville, Mrs. P |Walnut casket burl veneered full satin lined & trimmed. Bar handles name plate & ornaments. $ 85.00
1892 |Mathers, Silas |Coffin lined & trimmed with handles $ 20.00
1892 |McVey, R.B. |Coffin full lined & trimmed with handles & box for child. $ 15.00
1892 |Perry Metallic burial casket & full lined trimmed & ornamented. Name plate. $ 140.00
1892 |Price Hand engraved name plate $ 250
1892 |Price Set outside trimmings $ 10.00
1892 |Price White Emb. Vel 5-9 casket & box $ 27.50
1892 |Strausbaugh, J|Coffin lined & trimmed with handles $ 25.00
1892 |Wade, James |Walnut burl veneered casket. Full satin lined & trimmed. Bar side & end handles. Name plate. Box & use of hearse for| $ 85.00
1893 |Anderson, Dr. |Black cloth covered casket full satin lined, full trimmed, name plate, and box and pair of black slippers. $ 100.00
1893 |Atkins, Harvey |Walnut burial case full lined & trimmed. Handles, name plate. For self. $ 60.00
1893 |Barlow, Harvey|Walnut burial case full extra lined & trimmed with handles & name plate. For self. $ 50.00
1893 |Campbell, Wall|Walnut burial case full extra lined & trimmed. For wife. $ 50.00
1893 |May, Harvey |Black cloth covered casket full lined & trimmed. Bar handles & name plate.For wife. $ 80.00
1893 |Satterfield, Nel |White velvet covered casket full satin lined & trimmed. Bar handles, name plate. For daughter. $ 80.00
1893 |Tolliver, Joel |Coffin lined & trimmed. Handles & box for child. $ 17.00
1894 |Duncan, Jame | Walnut burial case lined & trimmed with Masonic emblems. For self. $ 60.004™
1894 |Perrine, W.T. |White casket extra lined & trimmed with gold plated handles & trimmings & box. For grandchild. $  20.004/%y




1891 |Vaughn, J.M. |3-6 gloss white casket full lined handles, name plate 'S 15.00
1892 |Beale, S.S. Burial case full extra lined & trimmed with handles and box for wife $ 50.00
1892 |Bowles Coffin lined & trimmed & box for their father. $ 20.00
1892 |Coy, Frank Coffin lined & trimmed & box for grandchild $ 10.00
1892 |Feeback, Lewi |Walnut case full extra lined & trimmed, handles, name plate & box. $ 60.00
1892 |Hamilton, C.W.|Walnut burial casket;Burl veneered, full satin extra lined & trimmed. Bar side & end handles, name plate & ornaments.| $ 85.00
1892 |Linville, Mrs. P |Walnut casket burl veneered full satin lined & trimmed. Bar handles name plate & ornaments. $ 85.00
1892 |Mathers, Silas |Coffin lined & trimmed with handles $ 20.00
1892 |McVey, R.B. |Coffin full lined & trimmed with handles & box for child. $ 15.00
1892 |Perry Metallic burial casket & full lined trimmed & ornamented. Name plate. $ 140.00
1892 |Price Hand engraved name plate : $ 250
1892 |Price Set outside trimmings $ 10.00
1892 |Price White Emb. Vel 5-9 casket & box $ 27.50
1892 |Strausbaugh, J|Coffin lined & trimmed with handles |$ 25.00
1892 |Wade, James |Walnut burl veneered casket. Full satin lined & trimmed. Bar side & end handies. Name plate. Box & use of hearse for| $ 85.00
1893 |Anderson, Dr. |Black cloth covered casket full satin lined, full trimmed, name plate, and box and pair of black slippers. $ 100.00
1893 |Atkins, Harvey |Walnut burial case full lined & trimmed. Handles, name plate. For self. $ 60.00
1893 |Barlow, Harvey|Walnut burial case full extra lined & trimmed with handles & name plate. For self. $ 50.00
1893 |Campbell, WallWalnut burial case full extra lined & trimmed. For wife. $ 50.00
1893 |May, Harvey |Black cloth covered casket full lined & trimmed. Bar handles & name plate.For wife. $ 80.00
1893 |Satterfield, Nel |White velvet covered casket full satin lined & trimmed. Bar handles, name plate. For daughter. $ 80.00
1893 |Tolliver, Joel |Coffin lined & trimmed. Handles & box for child. $ 17.00
1894 |Duncan, Jame | Walnut burial case lined & trimmed with Masonic emblems. For self. $  60.007™%
1894 |Perrine, W.T. |White casket extra lined & trimmed with gold plated handles & trimmings & box. For grandchild. $ 20.0




