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CHAPTER 4:
Material Culture Analysis and Results

Intrnaﬁction
In 1872, Eliza Holmes penned a gloomy and troubled poem to be inscribed on the

gravestone of her husband Samuel. Eliza writes:

What is life without thee,

Darkness and dispair (sic) alone;

When with sighs, we seek to find thee,

This tomb proclaims thou art gone.
The lines of this short poem are filled with the emotions of one who has struggled with
‘the loss of a spouse, a life partner. Sadly, county vital statistic records indicate that Eliza
herself died of “grief and trouble” some 6 yearrs later. Epitaphs, like the one written by
Eliza, help us to get a sense of the stark reality of death and the accompanying mourning
ritual in nineteenth-century Kentucky. These issues can be further explored by studying
the mortuary practices of the period, as revealed by the clpthing and personal effects, the
typ‘es of burial containers used to house the dead, and the gravestbnes used to
memorialize the deceased. This chapter focuses on the mortuary artifacts associated with
burials in the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery in Lincoln County, KY. These
materials are used to discuss the chronology of the site, éxamine burial practices in
Lincoln County, and to explore changing viewé of death in this community during the
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The gravestones used to mark the burials ranged from simple, unadorned

fieldstones to elaborate marble and limestone monuments. The gravestones were

. categorized into types, which include the “Vardeman” style long rectangular slab



monuments that were designed to rest horizontally on top of a dry lain stone platform. A
whole or partial marked or carved headstone accompanied twenty burials, while eight
probable footstones were also associated with the burials. A majority of the other burials
w<;,re marked with the plain fieldstones.

During the excavation of the 69 burials, over 7,500 artifacts were recovered that
speak to the construction of coffins and caskets in this region. This assemblage includes
wood and nails; viewing window glass; hardware, such as handles, plaques, and
thumbscrews; and textile lining.

There are two types of burial receptacles that are distinguished by their shape
(Figure 4.1). Coffins are hexagonal in shape while caskets are rectangular (Buikstra et al.
2000:60). Forty-six wooden caskets, nine wooden coffins, and two cast iron coffins were
tentatively identified during the study; 12 burial containers could not be identified. The
dating pattern of the burial containers generally reflects the dates established by Buikstra
for coffins and caskets (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). Although two coffins
were dated to shortly after Buikstra’s coffin cutoff date of 1849, they still fit into the
general profile for mid-nineteenth-century America (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang
1984:2, 46). Caskets in the cémetery also fit into the dating profile presented by Buikstra,
as they were the primary shape of burial receptacle used in the cemetery during late
nineteenth to twentieth century (Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). As caskets
became more widespread after 1858, they became the most popular type of burial
container in use.

Sixteen hundred samples of wood from forty-eight burials were analyzed to
determine wood type (Appendix x). The wood samples were divided into three groups:
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_primary wood types, secondary wood types, and additional wood types. Burials with two
or more types of wood were exhibiting a trend in coffin construction typical of the
nineteenth century. Better quality wood was often used only on the visible sides and top
of é coffin, while lesser quality wood was used on the bottom.

‘Black walnut was the most frequently used primary wood in the cemetery. Eleven
burials contained black walnut, which is native to Lincoln County, and typically used for
constructing coffins and caskets due to its durability and aesthetic quality. Black walnut
was found almost exclusively in pre-1900 burials except for Burial 60, which dates from
1915 to 1950.

Southern yellow pine constituted the second most frequent wood type; 10 burials
contained this wood as the primary type and several used southern yellow pine as the
secondary wood. Southein yellow pine is not common in Lincoln County, but is common
in counties to the east on the Cumberland Plateau. Southern yellow pine was found as a
primary wood type in four of the burials dating prior to 1900, and in six of the burials
dating after 1900.

Soft pine was identified as the primary wood type in nine of the burials. Soft pine
is native to Lincoln County, and was a common wood used in constructing coffins and
caskets during the nineteenth and twentieth century. “Few coffins better than plain pine
painted black were used,” claimed a diarist in the 1840s. Most of the burials in the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery associated with soft pine as a primary wood
date to post 1900.

Yellow poplar was identified as a primary wood in seven of the burials. Yellow

poplar was commonly used in cabinetry and furniture as a secondary wood, and was
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frequently used for constructing coffins during the period. Yellow poplar was used in
four burials dating before 1900 as a primary wood, and in three burials dating after 1900.

Red oak was identified as a primary wood four of the burials. Three of the burials
using red oak dated to the 1840s, while one dated from 1915 to 1950. White oak was
identified as a primary wood in only three of the burials. Yet, white oak is considered
favorable for coffin and casket construction.

" Only one burial used American chestnut as a primary wood, and three as a
secondary wood type. It is not clear whether the scarcity of chestnut in the sample
represents a lack of this wood in the region, or a preference for other woods. Other wood
types used as a primary wood include sugar maple and slippery elm. Other secondary
wood types include American beech and ash.

While the majority of the burial containers were wood, two of the coffins were
metal. The coffin of Samuel Holmes, buried in 1872, was a full cast iron coffin. The

coffin of Lindsey Stephenson, buried in 1870, consisted of a cast iron lid with a
composite base made from a wood frame covered in lead. Both of these coffins had
viewing windows and handles, and both were associated with elaborate gravestones.

The analysis of coffin hardware from the cemetery provided both a detailed
typology and chronology for these artifacts. Drawing from James Davidson’s report
(Appendix ), the main types and functions of the hardware will be summarized in this
section and then detailed later in the chapter.

Sixty-seven of the burial containers used nails and screws in their construction.
Both cut and wire nails were recovered; some burials contained only cut nails, some only
wire, and some both. Flat head, slotted wood screws, used to attach the coffin lid, were
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recovered from many of the earlier burials. The later burial containers typically had
decorative hardware, including handles, thumbscrews, cap screws, and escutcheons; most
of this hardware was mass-produced and ordered from various regional and national
suppliers. Many of these items were dated using historic hardware catalogs, design
patents, and other historic cemetery sites.

Various types of decorative thumbscrews were recovered in 26 of the burials.
Thumbscrews, mostly made of white or iron, secured the coffin/casket lid to the box.
Nineteen types of thumbscrews were identified by Davidson, and a majority of these had
“flat bodied” designs. While thumbscrews date from the earliest known burial, they enter
general use in the late nineteenth century and continue into the mid-1900s. Many of these
thumbscrews were used with escutcheons, or decorative flat plates through which the
thumbscrews were inserted. Twelve types of escutcheons were identified from the
burials.

Twenty-four types of swing bail handles were recovered from 26 burials at the
cemetery. Most of the handles were made of white metal, although some were made of
iron; or both white metal and iron. The handles include simple, plain designs, while
others were more ornate, with leaf motifs, cross motifs, and other asymmetrical designs.
Casket handles in the burials date from the 1870s to the mid- twentieth century.

Eleven types of plaques from eleven different burials were identified. Most were
made of white metal, although one was chrome-plated steel. The plaques served strictly
as ornamentation on the lid of the coffin or casket and they communicated sentiment for

the deceased. All were engraved with “At Rest,” “Mother,” or “Father.” All of these
| plaques were dated to the early to mid-twentieth century.
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Seven types of caplifters were identified from nine different burials. All were
made of white metal except for one that appeared to be cloth covered wood (Burial 3).
Design motifs observed included knobbed domes and leaf designs, and two with the
design of a dove with a branch in its beak.

Five types of ornamental tacks from six different burials were identiﬁed, as well
as numerous plain tacks. All of these tacks were made of cuprous struck up foil. Designs
of these tacks ranged from simple domes to intricately embossed motifs of stars and
diamonds. In addition, several pieces of textile were recovered in association with the
tacks, and are likely the remains of coffin lining.

Fifteen burials contained remnants of glass from viewing windows. The viewing
glass was designed so others may view tlhe bust of the deceased; interestingly, one
contained windows at both the head and foot of the casket. Putting viewing glass in
cofﬁﬁs and caskets was a common practice from 1860 until ca. 1910 (Buikstra et al.
2000: 63; Blakely and Beck 1982: 188; Lang 1984: 50). Viewing window glass in the
Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery ranges in date from 1870 to 1920, which is
consistent with the dates Buikstra provides. Due to the fairly late dates, the Moir dates
from this glass correlate with hardware dates in only about 50% of the cases.

Several types of personal artifacts, including clothing, clothing accessories, and
hair accessories were associated with fifty-one of the burials. Burials 32, 40, and 41
provide us with the most intact ensemble of clothing recovered from the burials. These
three burials contained fairly well preserved remnants of men’s suits, including stove

pipe trousers, vests, and frock coats.



Bone buttons, hard black rubber buttons, white opaque glass buttons, and
porcelain buttons were among the many clothing accessories recovefed from the burials.
Where bossible, many of these buttons were dated according to their known times of
production. Hair accessories such as tortoise shell combs and rubber combs were aiso
among the personal artifacts recovered from the burials. Metal safety pins from five of
the burials were typed and given a temporal category.

When this impressive ensemble of artifacts are looked at together as a whole, an
interesting picture of life in the nineteenth and early twentieth century can begin to take
shape. In the following chapters, grave markers, coffin construction, and personal
artifacts are discussed in more detail, with emphasis on any temporally diagnostic
artifacts that can help contextually place the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery
within American mortuary trends. The burial practices and the social class and status of
these families can be interpreted through the artifacts and a better understanding of the

settlement period of Kentucky can be seen through the material record.

Grave Markers

In the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson cemetery, a manufactured headstone
accompanied twenty-two burials, and ten of these burials also had a manufactured
footstone, including o-ne that was broken (Figure 4.2). The gravestones were categorized
by type. The first type, called “Special or Unique,” was associated with four of the burials
(Figures 4.3-4.7 and Table 4.1). These gravestones were presented as anomalies to the

main types of gravestones, which were associated with the Vardeman and Stephenson
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families. The gravestones associated with the Vardeman and Stephenson families were
categorized as the “Vardeman” type and the “Stephenson” type of gravestones. The
“Vardeman” type of gravestone is long, covering the length of the burial, and the long
slab or ledger is placed on top of a platform made of dry lain stone (Figure 4.8 and Table
4.2). This is known as a box-tomb type of monument. The slabs were originally about
two feet above the ground, but over the years, they had been buried by soil deposits
which left them appearing as though they had been designed to sit flush with the ground.
The “Stephenson” type of headstone sits upright in the ground and has a baroque, curving
“design topped with a tympanum (Figures 4.9 and 4.10 and Table 4.3). Additional types
were the “Traditional” type and the “Monument” type. The “Traditional” type of
headstone was identified as having a simple rounded top (Figure 4.11 and Table 4.4),
while the “Monument” type was a sarcophagus shaped, solid one piece box-tomb (Figure
4.12 and Table 4.5)(Little 1998:14).

The headstones for Burials 32 (see Figure 4.6) and 41 (see Figure 4.7) were the
only stones that were signed by their carvers. Samuel Larimer from nearby Danville,
Kentucky carved the stone for Burial 41, while Fowler and Nevin of Louisville carved
the stone for Burial 32. Further research revealed that Samuel Larimer was an Irish
immigrant who started Danville Marble Works. In an effort to link these headstone types
to general historical trends in American grave markers, Ruth Little’s Sticks & Stones, a
history of cemeteries in North Carolina, was consulted (1998).

Many of the burials had been marked simply with one or two fieldstones. The
fieldstones were not marked and were placed at the head and the foot of most of the
burials. Twenty-two burials were marked by both a head fieldstone and a foot fieldstone
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(Table 4.6). Six burials were marked with only a head fieldstone, while two had a foot
fieldstone. Six of the burials that had manufactured headstones were also marked with
thege fieldstones, suggesting that the fieldstones were used as temporary markers for the
graves, until manufactured stones could be made or purchased. The graves that are still

marked with only the fieldstones were never replaced with manufactured headstones or

monuments.

Burial 22

Burial 22 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or
Unique” headstone due its design. The headstone reads: “John W. Holmes, 1850-1922”
in the center portion of the stone. The name Holmes also appears in large letters on the
base of the stone. The stone has a rounded edged top with a single flower carved along
that edge. The stone was carved to resemble a rolled out scroll on which the name of the
individual was written. The top of the headstone was separated from its base.

The overall measurements of the stone are: 2’117 in length, 1°3” in width, and 2”
in height. The stone is made of grey marble and is accompanied by a grey marble
footstone. The footstone is a rectangular block with the initials E.L.B; the footstone was

placed upside down.

Burial 23

Burial 23 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or

Unique” headstone due to its design. The headstone reads:

“WILLIE'T.



Sonof T.J & M E.
CHRISTERSON
BORN

Oct 29 1872
DIED

Mar. 29 1873

Farewell sweet babe"”

“Willie T.” appears in larger letters in a curved line at the top of the stone, while the
epitaph is located at the bottom portion of the sione. A reclining lamb, a common mid-
nineteenth century Gothic Revival symbol, is depicted in the center of the stone (Little
1998:25).

The overall shape of the stone is similar to the Baroque style of headstones
described by Little. The Baroque style of headstone dated from the eighteenth to early
nineteenth century and resembled the curved designs of Europe. Although this burial
dates to later in the nineteenth century, the headstone is still representative of the Baroque
style of headstone (Little 1998:12). The measurements of the stone are: 8” in length, 3” in
width, and 1°4” in height. The headstone is made of white marble and is not accompanied

by a footstone.

Burial 29
Burial 29 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or

Unique” headstone due to its design. The headstone reads:

“Sacred to

the hremory

of
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John R. Daws
Born Nov. 10 1850
Died

Aug 2, 1852

2" Son of John

& Malinda Daws
I* Grandson of
Morgan & Polly

VARDAMAN"

The stone is worn and the letters are not evenly spaced, resulting in some words
compacted to the edges of the headstone.

The stone is rectangular in form and originally stood upright. The shape of the
stone is similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The rectangular headstone is
a Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are: 1°2” in length, 2%2” in width,
and 2°2%” in height. The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a plain

fieldstone footstone.

Burial 31

Burial 31 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Monument”
type of headstone, which is a sarcophagus style of headstone. The headstone reads:
“Sacred to the

Memory of
EPHRAIM PENNINGTON

HOMES (sic)
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Born June 24 1841
Died Sept. 3 1852

I*" Son of Samuel &
ELIZA HOLMES
Never shall I forget
those eyes

that beamed so kind

so full of love

And whilste lean upon
the skies.

Me thinks thou beconds
me above

me thinks I hear thy
voice so sweef

steal on my ear as once
it did

O god prepare me soon
{o meet

that lovely form that's

from me hid"

The stone is worn and a few of the words are misspelled; the ‘Z’ in Eliza is backwards.
The stone is rectangular in form and rested on foundation stones. The shape of the
stone is similar to one described by in Sticks & Stones. The rectangular headstone is a
Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became pbpular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are: 4’ in length, 1°5” in width, and

- 1% thick. The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a fieldstone headstone.
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Burial 32

Burial 32 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or

Unique” headstone due to its design. The headstone reads:

“SAMUEL HOLMES
BORN

Aug. 26, 1814

DIED

Aug. 4, 1872

What to us is life without thee,
Darkness and despair alone;
When with sighs, we seek fo find thee,

This tomb proclaims that thou art

.

gone.”

A freemason symbol with a ‘G’ in the center is above the name of the individual.

The stone is curved at the top. The overall measurements of the stone are: 1’5 in
‘length, 3%” in width, and 3°5” in height. The stone is made of white marble and is
accompanied by a curved white marble footstone marked with “S.H.” The footstone
measures 4” in length, 1% in width, and 6%.” in height (measured from the ground).

The marble cutting company that crafted Samuel Holmes’ monument engraved
their company name, “Fowler & Nevin, Lou KY,” on the base of the stone. Fowler &
Nevin were an active marble cutting firm in Louisville, Kentucky from 1870 to 1872.

F.A. Fowler joined John Nevin in his already established marble cutting business in 1871,

and they set up their shop on Chestnut Street. It is interesting to note the expense that
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would have gone into the Holmes’ acquisition of the stone. Louisville is a considerable
distance from Lincoln County, and both the time and effort involved in making the stone

and taking it to the Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery would have been enormous

in 1872.

Burial 34

Burial 34 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Traditional”

headstone due to its rounded top design. The headstone reads:

“David M. Stephenson

Born

Apr. 51819

Died

Apr. 24 1863
The stone is broken in half one and a half feet from the top.

The stone has a rounded top, which is similar to the Neoclassical Revival style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The segmental arch headstone became

~popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are:

1°2” in length, 1%” in width, and 2’5" in height. The stone is made of white marble and is
accompanied by a white marble footstone marked wi.th “D.M.S.” The footstone measures

4” in length, 1%4” in width, and 7” in height.

Burial 35
Burial 35 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Traditional”

headstone due to its rounded top design. The headstone reads:
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“"HANNAH B. STEPHENSON
Born

Sept. 20, 1841

DIED

Dec. 22, 1861"

The stone has a rounded top, which is similar to the Neoclassical Revival style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The segmental arch headstone became
popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are:
1°2” in length, 1%2” in width, and 2°4” in height. The stone is made of white marble and is
accompanied by a rounded top white marble footstone marked with “H.B.S.” The

measurements of the footstone are: 4” in length, 1%” in width, and 8” in height.

Burial 36
Burial 36 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”

type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type

was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:

“MARTHA A. STEPHENSON
was born June 6, 1828
Departed this life July 15"

1844”

The bottom of the stone is roughly finished and the height of the stone is very tall.
The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of

headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
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-popular during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The
overall measurements of the stone are: 1°5” in length, 3%2” in width, and 2°6'2” in height.
The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a limestone footstone marked with

“M.A.S.” The overall measurements of the footstone are: 1’ in length, 2'4” in width, and

1’2 in height.

Burial 37
Burial 37 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone

type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:

“SACRED

To the memory of

Polly Vardeman

Born April I*, 1781

Married to Morgan Vardeman
Jan 28", 1792

Departed this life

October 1", 1844"

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the ledger is
similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The rectangular headstone is a
Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the ledger stone are: 6’ in length, 2°6” in

" width, and 3” thick. The ledger sits approximately 1’5 above the ground on a dry lain
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_limestone base. The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a plain fieldstone

footstone.

Burial 38

Burial 38 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone

type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:

“WILLIAM VARDEMAN
Born June 5™ 1807

Died July 1(?)th 1846”

The stone was broken in two places.

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the stone is
similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The ledger is a Neoclassical Revival
style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall
measurements of the ledger are: 6’17 in length, 2’5" in width, and 3” thick. The ledger
rests approximately 8” above the ground on a dry lain limestone base. The box-tomb is

not accompanied by a footstone.

Burial 39

Burial 39 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone
type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:
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“MORGAN VARDEMAN
Born December 16"
1767

Died July 30" 1847

The stone was broken in half.

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the stone is
similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The ledger is a Neoclassical Revival
style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall
-measurements of the stone are: 6’1%” in length, 2’5” in width, and 3” in height. The
ledger rests approximately 1’1 above the ground on a dry lain limestone base. The stone

is made of grey limestone and is not accompanied by a footstone.

Burial 41

Burial 41 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Special or

Unique” headstone due to its design. The headstone reads:

“OUR FATHER
LINDSAY STEPHENSON
Born

Mar. 25, 1792

Died

Feb. 10, 1870

S. Larimer

Danville”
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The stone is well preserved and was still attached to its base. The last two lines are the
stone carver’s mark and they were located on the bottom right hand side of the stone.
Samuel Larimer, the carver of the headstone, was an immigrant from Ireland who owned
the Danville Marble Works in Danville, Kentucky. According to the 1880 Census,
Samuel Larimer lived on Main Street in Danville, with his wife, five daughters, and three
sons. Larimer immigrated to Danville in the 1850s and established the Danville Marble
Works in 1857 (Figure 4.13). Larimer was a relatively wealthy man, owning a combined

$4400 of real estate and personal property in 1870 (Boyle County, U.S. Population

Census, 1880).

The overall shape of the stone is similar to the Baroque style of headstones
described by Little. The Baroque style of headstone dated from the eighteenth to early
nineteenth century and resembled the curved designs of Europe. Although this burial
dates to later in the nineteenth century, the headstone is still representative of the Baroque
style of headstone (Little 1998:12). The measurements of the headstone are: 1’8'2” in
length, 3” in width, and 3°8'%” in height. The headstone is made of marble and is not
accompanied by a footstone, although the base of a footstone remains. The footstone base

measures 11%” x 8'%4” with a slot to insert the footstone in measuring 7% x 2”.

Burial 42

Burial 42 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”
type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type
was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:
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“Ann E. Stephenson
Was born Dec. 28" 1810

Departed this life March 20", 1846”

The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
popular during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The
overall measurements of the stone are: 1’5" in length, 3% in width, and 2’1" in height.
The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a limestone footstone marked with

- “A.E.S.” The footstone measures 1°3%” in length, 3” in width, and 11” in height.

Burial 43
Burial 43 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”

type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type

was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:

“INFANT DAUGHTER
of L. & Ann E. Stephenson

born without life 1837"

Tﬁe bottom of the stone is roughly finished.

The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
popular during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The
overall measurements of the stone are: 1°2” wide, 3” thick, and 1°9%” tall. The stone is

made of limestone and is accompanied by a limestone footstone marked with “I.D.” The
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footstone was also left unfinished at the bottom, and its design resembles the design of

the headstone. The footstone measures 1” wide, 3” thick, and 1’3 tall.

Burial 44

Burial 44 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Traditional”

headstone due to its rounded top design. The headstone reads:

“ELIZA E. STEPHENSON
Born

Oct 15 18(7)39

DIED

May 16 1862.

Side by side thou art gently sleeping”
The stone is broken in half at the top. An ornamental line separates the date from the
Verse.

The stone has a rounded top, which is similar to the Neoclassical Revival style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The segmental arch headstone became
popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the headstone are:
1°2%” wide, 2V thick, and 1°10%” tall. The stone is made of marble and is not

accompanied by a footstone.

Burial 47
Burial 47 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”

type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type

was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:
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“(AN)N (1) STEPHENSON

was born Mar (14) 18(11?)

departed this life Sep.

(10" 18(14)"
The bottom of the stone is unfinished.

The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of
headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
popular during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The

overall measurements of the stone are: 1°1” wide, 3” thick, and 1°2” tall. The stone is

-made of limestone and is accompanied by a broken footstone.

Burial 48

Burial 48 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Stephenson”
type of headstone due to its angled, rounded top design. The Stephenson headstone type

was common in five Stephenson burials. The headstone reads:

“HANNAH E. STEPHENSON
was born March 21"
1835 Departed this life

Feb 14" 1837”

The stone is worn and broken in half towards the base.
The stone has a tympanum top, which is similar to the Baroque style of
- headstones described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The Baroque headstone became
popular during the eighteenth and ez.n'ly nineteenth centuries (Little 1998:12-13). The

overall measurements of the headstone are: 1°3%” wide, 3% thick, and 1’4" tall. The
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stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a limestone footstone marked with
“H.E.S.” The footstone is also a “Stephenson” type of footstone, which resembles the
“Stephenson” headstone. It measures 1’ wide, 3” thick, and 11” tall (above ground). The

footstone was also broken at its base.

Burial 50

Burial 50 is associated with a box-tomb, consisting of a limestone ledger resting
on a dry lain limestone base. This box-tomb is most likely a “Vardeman” type of grave
- marker, however, the inscription on the ledger is illegible due to the weathering of the
stone. The box-tomb is relatively small and may have been a child’s grave marker. The
overall measurements of the ledger are 4’ 2% in length, 1° 11” in width, and 2” thick.

The ledger is raised approximately 1’ 6%2” above the ground.

Burial 51

Burial 51 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone

type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:

“SACRED

To the memory of
Polly Vardeman
Born April 25" 1808
Married

Jerern;'ah Vardeman

March 12" 1829
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Died May 30", 1842
I** Daughter of

Jesse & Elizabeth
Coffee”

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the ledger is
similar to one described by M. Ruth Little in Sticks & Stones. The ledger is a
Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are: 6’1 in length, 2°5%2” in width,

-and 3” in height. The ledger rests 1°6” above ground. The stone is made of limestone and

is not accompanied by a footstone.

Burial 52
Burial 52 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Monument”

type of headstone, which is a sarcophagus style of headstone. The headstone reads:
“Second Son
Samuel &
Eliza Holmes
born July 28
1843
Died Aug 11
1843"

" The stone is weathered and the top corners are broken off.
The stone is rectangular in form and rested on foundation stones. The shape of the

stone is similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The rectangular headstone is
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a Neoclassical Revival style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little
1998:12-13). The overall measurements of the stone are: 2°11%4” in length, 1°%” in

width, and 1°%” high. The stone is made of limestone and is accompanied by a fieldstone

headstone and footstone.

Burial 53

Burial 53 is associated with a headstone that was categorized as a “Vardeman”
type of headstone due to its rectangular slab box-tomb design. The Vardeman headstone

type was common in five Vardeman burials. The headstone reads:

“JOHN CHRISTOPHER
Second Son of

Jeremiah & Polly Vardaman
Born April 8, 1833

Died Oct. 16, 1849”

The ledger is rectangular in form and was originally placed high off the ground on
top of a solid dry lain limestone base, creating a box-tomb. The shape of the stone is
similar to one described by Little in Sticks & Stones. The ledger is a Neoclassical Revival
style of headstone, which became popular by the 1820s (Little 1998:12-13). The overall
measurements of the stone are: 5°8” in length, 2°1%” in width, and 2" thick. The ledger
rests 11'%” above the ground on a dry lain limestone base; The stone is made of limestone

and is accompanied by a fieldstone headstone and footstone.
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-Burial 57
Burial 57 is associated with a small, child-sized box-tomb of an indeterminate
individual. This box-tomb is most likely a “Vardeman” type of grave marker, although it
is not clear who was buried there. It is situated next to the other Vardeman family box-
tombs, so this suggests Vardeman was buried there. Only parts of the inscription on the
ledger are legible, and they read: “In Memory of --- the --- of ---.” The overall
measurements of the ledger are: 3°3%” in length, 1°8%” in width, and 2%." thick. The

limestone ledger is rested on a dry lain limestone base that is approximately 1’17 above

the ground.

Coffin Construction and Hardware

This section of Chapter 4 describes the artifacts recovered from the Holmes-
Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery that are associated with the construction of the coffins
or caskets. The materials are presented buriél by burial. The contents of each burial are
described in the order in which the caskets or coffins would have been built: from the
outside (wood, nails, hinges, viewing glass, etc.) to the inside (coffin lining). A full

analysis of the artifacts, by James Davidson, can be found in Appendix X.

Burial 1
Burial 1 contains the remains of a 38-year-old adult male. The name of the

individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware and
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viewing window glass analysis, Burial 1 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 1 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and
textiles (Figure 4.14).

Burial 1 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.3 x 2.1 ft. The casket
lid was still present and had collapsed, resting on the remains of the individual. The
casket wood was fairly well preserved. Twenty-six pieces of casket wood were recovered
from Burial 1, ranging in size from .7 cm to 6.7 cm, and identified e;s sugar maple.
Thirty-five wire nails were recovered along the edges of the casket, suggesting a post
1880 date.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 1 along the long edges of the
casket. The handles are designated Handie Type 1. The handles are a double lug,
swingbail type, and they are made of a white metal. No matches of this handle type were
found in other historic cemeteries, catalogs, or patents. Handle Type 1 was also recovered
from Burial 4.

Seven thumbscrews were found at Burial 1 and they were divided into two types.
Thumbscrews were used to secure the lid to the body of the casket and served as
ornamentation as well. The first, Thumbscrew Type 1, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made
of white metal. Two historic cemetery matches of this thumbscrew type were found at
Freedman’s Cemetery Type 59, dating to 1906, and Ridley Graveyard Type 2A, dating
ca. 1910. No other matches of this thumbscrew type were found, including in catalogs
and design patents. Thumbscrew Type 1 was also recovered from Burials 5, 15, 18, and
| 39,
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The other type of thumbscrew recovered from Burial 1 is designated as
Thumbscrew Type 2. It is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal. One probable
match of this type of thumbscrew was located at Freedman’s Cemetery Type 86, dating
to 1903. Thumbscrew Type 2 was also found in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket
Company catalog of 1905. No design patents were found pertaining to this thumbscrew
type.

A type of escutcheon was recovered from Burial 1 that can be associated with
Thumbscrew Type 9. Escutcheons are decorative plates through which the thumbscrew is
placed. It has been designated as a Type 1 Escutcheon; it is made of white metal. A
match of this type of escutcheon was located at Freedman’s Cemetery Type 57 in Burial
7, dating from 1902 to 1906. A match was also found in the Chattanooga Coffin &
Casket Company catalog of 1905. No design patent for this type of escutcheon was
found. Type 1 Escutcheon was also recovered from Burial 16 and possibly from Burial
15.

A second type of escutcheon was recovered from Burial 1. This Type 2
Escutcheon is made of cuprous struck up foil. A match of this type of escutcheon was
located at Freedman’s Cemetery Type 59 in Burial 8, dating from 1885 to 1899 and 1906.
Eight catalog matches of this type of escutcheon were found including the C. Sidney
Norris & Company catalog dating to ca. 1875, the Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog
dating to 1881, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No
design patents were found of this escutcheon type.

Four _tacks, identified as Type 4 Ornamental Tack, were recovered from Burial 1.
Ornamental tacks were usually attached to the edge of a coffin lid (Davidson 1999:546).
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Made of cuprous struck up foil, the tack was matched to one other historic cemetery:
Freedman’s Cemetery, dating from 1885 to 1899 and 1900 to 1905. Type 4 Ornamental
Taf:k was also matched in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905.

One plaque was recovered from Burial 1. The plaque is designated as a Plaque
Type 1. The plaque is made of white metal and its form is an open scroll or ribbon. The
plaque is engraved with the words “At Rest.” Plaque Type 1 was matched to another
plaque found at Freedman’s Cemetery, dating to 1905 and 1907. A virtually identical
match was also found in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. R.
H. Burr patented the basic form of this plaque type January 4, 1876.

Ninety-four broken fragments of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 1.
They were located on the uppet portion of tl;e individual’s remains. The Moir date
calculated for the viewing glass for Burial 1 is 1918.

Burial 1, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from
sugar maple and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews, escutcheons, and
a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. Tacks were used to secure the textile lining
of the casket and a viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for

the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 2

Burial 2 contains the remains of a 19-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 2 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
2 were recovered, including mortuary hardware (Figure 4.15).
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Burial 2 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7.4 x 1.87 ft. The casket
wopd was in fair to poor condition. Thirty-five pieces of casket wood was recovered from
Burial 2, ranging in size from .8 to 12.1 cm, and identified as a softwood. Seventy-one
wire nails were recovered along the four edges of the casket, suggesting a post 1880 date.

Four casket handles were recovered from Burial 2 along the edges of the casket.
The handles are designated Handle Type 2. The handles are a double lug, swingbail type
of handle and they are made of a white metal. Matches of Handle Type 2 were located at
two historic cemeteries: Ridley Graveyard in Tennessee, dating ca. 1900 and ca. 1910,
and Millwood Plantation Cemetery in South Carolina, with no date available. An exact
match of this type of casket handle was also found in the Chattanooga Coffin & casket
Company catalog of 1905. A patent of the general motif of this handle type was given
February 19, 1887; C. L. Neiberg invented it.

Four outer box, or vault, handles were also recovered from Burial 2. Designated
as Outer Box Handle Type 1, this handle is made of iron and is a single lug, swingbail
‘handle. Further analysis matched this handle type to Burial 1 of Freedman’s Cemetery,
‘which dates to 1904, as well as to Cedar Grove Cemetery dating from 1910 to 1915, and
the Calhoun Collection dating from 1894 to 1926. Eight catalogs contained this handle
type, including the Sargent & Company catalog of 1871, 1874, and 1888, as well as the
Montgomery Ward catalog dating from 1894 to 1895. No design patents pertaining to this
handle type were found.

Two different types of thumgscrews were recovered from Burial 2. The first,
Thumbscrew Type 3, is a flat-bodied decorative thumbscrew made of white metal.
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Matches to this thumbscrew type were located at several historic cemeteries including
Freedman’s Cemetery (1902-1907), Texas State Cemetery (1907; 1908), Nancy Creek
Cemetery in Georgia (1900-1918), and Redfield Cemetery in Georgia (1900+). Two
catalogs also contained matches to Thumbscrew Type 3, the St. Louis Coffin Company
catalog of 1901 and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No
design patents were found pertaining to this thumbscrew type.

The other type of thumbscrew recovered from Burial 2 is Thumbscrew Type 4.
This is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of iron. A possible match to Thumbscrew Type 4
was found at the Elgin Burying Ground in Illinois; this match dates to 1887. The Paxson,
Comfort & Company catalog of 1886 also exhibits a match to this thumbscrew and the
catalog refers to this screw as “Japanned Box Screws.” No design patents were found
pertaining to this thumbscrew type.

Six escutcheon plates related to the thumbscrews were recovered from Burial 2.
They are designated as a Type 3 Escutcheon and they are made of white metal. This type
of escutcheon has also been found at Freedman’s Cemetery (1905-1907), Nancy Creek
Cemetery (1900-1910), and the Calhoun Collection (1894-1926). The catalogs of the St.
Louis Coffin Corﬂpany (1901), the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company (1905), and
the Schmidt Manufacturing Company (ca. 1920) all contain matches of the Type 3
Escutcheon. No design patents were found pertaining to this type of escutcheon.

Forty-five tacks used to secure the casket’s lining were recovered from Burial 2.
Of these, two different types of ornamental tacks were identified. The first, Type 1
Ornamental Tack, contains a highly intricate design with a star-shaped stud in the center.
It is made of cuprous struck up foil. Matches to the Type 1 Ornamental Tack were
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located at two historic cemeteries: Freedman’s Cemetery (1901- 1907) and Texas State
Cemetery (1907). This type of ornamental tack was also found in four catalogs including
the W. D. Wilmarth & Company catalog of 1894 and the Chicago Coffin Company
catalog of 1896. No design patents were found pertaining to the Type 1 Ornamental Tack.

The Type 2 Ornamental Tack also recovered from Burial 2 is a diamond-studded
tack with a dome center made of cuprous stuck up foil. Matches to the Type 2
Ornamental Tack were located at two historic cemeteries: Freedman’s Cemetery (1901-
1907) and Texas State Cemetery (1907). Many catalogs contained matches to this type of
ornamental tack including the Taylor & Company catalog of 1871, the Sargent &
Company catalog of 1871, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company of 1905. No
('iesign patents were found pertaining to the Type 2 Ornamental Tack, although its form is
establishéd in the diamond screw patent of 1862.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 2, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3. Corrugated fasteners were used to join two -
pieces of wood. This type of fastener was matched in six different historic cemeteries,

.including Elko Switch Cemetery in Alabama, dating ca. 1895 and Blackburn Cemetery in
Tennessee, dating from 1900 to 1925. Three catalog matches were also found: McIntosh
Huntington Co. Hardware Catalog in 1900, Buffalo Hardware Company catalog in 1910,
and Shapleigh’s General Hardware Catalog in 1920. The patent of the fastener is Ultility #
300, 536, and its inventor was A. H. Walker; the patent was granted June 17, 1884.
‘Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 was also recovered from several other burials at the

Holmes-Vardeman-Stephenson Cemetery.
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One plaque was recovered from Burial 2. The plaque is designated as Plaque
Type 2. The plaque is made of white metal and it has a floral border motif. The plaque is
engraved with the words “At Rest.” Thelearliest date that this type of plaque is known to
appear is in a 1901 St. Louis Coffin Company catalog. Two matches were also found at
Freedman’s Cemetery and they date from 1904 to 1907. No design‘ patents were found
pertaining to this type of plaque.

Burial 2, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from a
soft wood and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews, escutcheons, and a
plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. Tacks were used to secure the textile lining

of the casket..

Burial 3

Burial 3 contains the remains of an 11-year-old male. The name of the individual
and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis, Burial 3
dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 3 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.16).

Burial 3 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 5.4 x 1.4 ft. Thirty-five
pieces of casket wood was recovered from Burial 3, ranging in size from 1.2 to 6.5 cm,
and identified as a softwood. Two types of wood from Burial 3 could not be identified.
Twenty-five cut nails dating prior to 1880 and five wire nails dating after 1880 were
recovered from the casket area.
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Eight casket handles were recovered from Burial 3. Designated Handle Type 3,
these are known as double lug, swingbail handles and they are made of white metal.
Handle Type 3 is also found in Freedman’s Cemetery, dating from 1901 to 1903, and
Elgin Burying Ground, which dates after 1884. Very similar casket handles were located
in several catalogs including the H. E. Taylor & Company catalog of 1871, the Zanesville
Coffin Company catalog of 1880, and the Columbus Coffin Company catalog of 1882.
No design patents were found pertaining to this handle type.

Three thumbscrews, designated as Thumbscrew Type 5, were recovered from the
casket. This is a flat-bodied type of thumbscrew made of white metal. This type of
thumbscrew was matched to five different catalogs including the Sargent & Company
catalog of 1888, the Belknap & Company catalog of 1901, and the Chattanooga Coffin &
Casket Company catalog of 1905. No other matches were found, including from other
historic cemeteries and in any design patents. Thumbscrew Type 5 was also recovered
from Burial 4.

Three escutcheon plates related to the thumbscrews reco-vered from Burial 3 have

“been designated as Type 4 Escutcheons. This type of escutcheon has the same design
motif as Thumbscrew Type 5 and is also made of white metal. This typerof Escutcheon is
also found at a burial at Freedman’s Cemetery, which dates to 1906. Two catalogs
contain this type of escutcheon: the Harrisburg Burial Case Company catalog, ca. 1890,
and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No design patents were
found pertaining to the Type 4 Escutcheon.

One caplifter was recovered from Burial 3. Caplifters acted as decorative knobs
that were used to pull open the coffin lid or wooden viewing window panel. Designated
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as Caplifter Type 6, it has a round knob form that is upholstered with cloth. It may be
made of wood. The earliest known appearance of this type of caplifter is a May 9, 1882,
patent by D. Avery. This patent is the first one for textile covered thumbscrews or
caplifters, and is very similar to Caplifter Type 6.

Seven broken pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 3. The Moir
date calculated for the viewing glass for Burial 3 is 1979, clearly at odds with the other
diagnostic artifacts from the burial.

Burial 3, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained a casket constructed from a
softwood and secured with both wire and cut nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,
escutcheons, and a caplifter decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head”

of the casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 4

Burial 4 contains the remains of a 33-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware and
viewing window glass analysis, Burial 4 dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of
artifacts associated with Burial 4 were recovered, including mortuary hardware. The
burial had been disturbed, with some artifacts scattered and/or exposed at the surface
(Figure 4.17).

Burial 4 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.3 x 2.4

ft. The wood was very poorly preserved and an analysis could not be conducted on the
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‘wood for this burial. Six cut nails dating prior to 1880 and six wire nails dating to after
1880 were recovered from Burial 4.

One casket handle was recovered from Burial 4, lying on the lower portion of the
individual’s remains, indicating the burial had been disturbed. The handle is designated
Handle Type 1. It is a double lug, swingbail type of handle and is made of a white metal.
No matches of this handle type were found in other historic cemeteries, catalogs, or
patents. Handle Type 1 was also recovered at Burial 1.

One thumbscrew, designated as Thumbscrew Type S5, was recovered from the
casket. This is a flat-bodied type of thumbscrew made of white metal (see Burial 3).

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 4, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One metal escutcheon pin, possibly made of brass or copper, was also recovered
from Burial 4. Escutcheon pins secured the escutcheon plates to the coffin lid.

Nineteen pieces of a viewing glass, scattered at the surface, were recovered from

"Burial 4. The Moir date calculated for the viewing glass for Burial 4 is 1903.

Burial 4, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained a casket construct_ed from an
unidentifiable wood and secured with wire and cut nails. Casket handles and
thumbscrews decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket

provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.
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- Burial 5

Burial 5 contains the remains of a 43-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 5 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
5 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.18).

Burial 5 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6 x 2 ft.
Sixty-five pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 1.0 to 10.5 cm, were identified as
southern yellow pine. Seven wire nails and many wire nail fragments were recovered
from the casket area of Burial 5, suggesting a date after 1880.

A casket handle was recovered from the casket area of Burial 5. It has been
designated as possibly Handle Type 15. This is a double lug, shortbar handle made of
white metal. This handle type was also recovered from Freedman’s Cemetery and dates
to 1906. Two catalogs also contained matches for Handle Type 15: the Chattanooga
Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905 and the Schmidt Manufacturing Company

~catalog, ca. 1910. No design patents pertaining to this casket handle type were located.

Two thumbscrews were recovered from the casket of Burial 5. The first,
Thumbscrew Type 1, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal (see Burial 1).

One thumbscrew, designated as Type 6, was recovered from Burial 5. This isa
wire typé of thumbscrew made of iron. This type of thumbscrew was matched to another
thumbscrew found in Burial 78 in Redfield Cemetery in Georgia, dating to after 1900.

The earliest known match of this thumbscrew type found in a catalog is in a Victor
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Casket Hardware Company No. 6 catalog out of Galesburg, Illinois, dating to 1959.
Thumbscrew Type 6 was also recovered from Burials 8, 9,11, 22, 60, and 62.

Type 4 Ornamental Tack, a plain copper disc or dome, was recovered from Burial
5. This type of ornamental tack was used to secure the textile lining of the casket. Made
of cuprous struck up foil, the tack was matched to one other historic cemetery:
freedman’s Cemetery, dating from 1885 to 1899 and 1900 to 1905. Type 4 Ornamental
Tack was also matched in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905.
This ornamental tack was also recovered from Burials 1 and 66.

An indeterminate casket plaque was also recovered from Burial 5. It reads “At
Rest?”

Burial 5, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,

ornamentals tacks, and a plaque decorated the casket.

Burial 5a

Burial 5a contains the remains of an indeterminate adult. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial Sa dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
5a were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.19).

Burial Sa contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.3 x 2.3 ft. Two -pieces

of casket wood, ranging in size from 3.0 to 18.5 cm, were identified as yellow poplar.
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Several unidentifiable cut nail fragments were also recovered from the casket area,
generally dating prior to 1880.

A possible coffin screw was recovered from Burial 5a, and its type could not be
identified due to poor preservation. It is made of white metal. Coffin screws were similar
to an ordinary screw and were used to fasten the lid to the coffin.

Burial 5a, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from yellow
poplar and secured with cut nails. The only other piece of hardware recovered from the

burial was a possible coffin screw.

Burial 6

Burial 6 contains the remains of a child under one year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 6 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 6 were
recovered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.20).

Burial 6 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 3.25 x 1.25 ft. The
condition of the casket wood was too decayed to have an analysis conducted. Thirty-six
cut nails were recovered from Burial 6 and they generally date to before 1900.

Burial 6, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

unidentifiable wood and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from

Burial 6.
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Burial 7

Burial 7 contains the remains of a child under one year old. The name of the
ind@vidual and the datc of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 7 dates prior to 1900. Artifacts associated with Burial 7 were recovered, including
some nails and personal artifacts (Figure 4.21).

The burial container from Burial 7 is not known, and no mortuary hardware was
recovered. Nine cut nail fragments, generally dating prior to 1900 were recovered from
Burial 7.

- Burial 7, which dates prior to 1900, contained an indeterminate burial container

and it was secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from Burial 7.

Burial 8

Burial 8 contains the remains of a 43-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 8 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
8 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figt_lre 4.22).

Burial 8 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 x 2.5 ft. One hundred
and ﬂfty pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 1.8 to 201.0 cm, were analyzed to
determine wood type. Three different types of wood used to make the casket. Most of the

plank samples were identified as yellow poplar, but American chestnut and southern
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yellow pine were also identified. Two hundred and fifty wire nails were recovered at the
west end of Burial 8, dating to post 1880.

Seven pieces of a textile impression in an unknown material were recovered from
the casket, and were designated Textile 8-A. This fabric functioned most likely as a lining
for the casket. The fragments are a rickrack-like decorative edging that left an impression
in a tan, unknown material and the original fabric apparently disintegrated. The pieces
measured approximately 4 mm wide and 9 to 14 cm in length. The lining was secured
with the forty-nine tacks that were also recovered from the burial.

Eight casket handles, seven rail pieces, and five end caps were recovered from
Burial 8. Three handles at regular one-foot intervals were attached to the top edge of
each long side of the casket. One handle was at the west end of the casket, while another
was at the corresponding east end of the casket. The handles are designated as Handle
Type 4. The handle is made of iron and steel and its form is known as a single lug, short
bar. Further analysis did not reveal any matches of the handle in patents or catalogs, so an
exact date of the introduction of this handle type is not known. However, the general

-form, motif, and material of the handle are consistent with a post-1900 origin.

Two thumbscrews, designated as Type 6, were recovered at the western end of the
casket. This is a wire type of thumbscrew made of iron (see Burial 5).

Eight hinges were recovered from Burial 8 at the north and west ends of the
casket. They have been designated as a Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5. These casket lid
hinges are made of iron and were also recovered in Burials 11 and 12. Burial 12 has a
known interment date of 1944. No other matches to Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5
were found, including other historic cemetery sites, catalog references, or utility patents.
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A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 8, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One plaque was recovered from Burial 8. The plaque is designated as Plaque
Type 3. The plaque is most likely made of chrome-plated steel and its form is an art deco
geometric design. The plaque is engraved with the words “At Rest.” The earliest date that
this type of plaque is known to appear is in a 1947 Parsons Casket Hardware Company
catalog. No other matches of this plaque were found, including other historic cemetery
sites and any design patents.

Burial 8, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained-a casket constructed primarily
from yellow poplar and secured with wire nails. Hinges secured the lid. Casket handles,
thumbscrews, and a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. Tacks were used to

secure the decorative textile lining of the casket.

Burial 9

Burial 9 contains the remains of a 53-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 9 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial
9 were‘recovered, including mortuary hardware and some personal artifacts (Figure 4.23).

Burial 9 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 7 x 2.2 ft.
Seventy-three pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.3 to 16.5 cm, were analyzed
to determine wood type. The outer casket wood was identified as southern yellow pine.
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The wood from the shaft lining was identified as American chestnut. One hundred and
thirteen wire nails were also recovered from Burial 9, suggesting a date after 1880.

Eight casket handles, seven end caps, and 86 rail fragments were recovered from
Burial 9. The handles have been identified as Handle Type 5 or possibly Handle Type 6
(see description under Burial 10). This type of casket handle is a single lug, extension bar
made of iron/steel. No matches to this handle type were found at other historic cemetery
excavations, or in catalogs and design patents. However, the general form, motif, and
material type indicate a post-1900 origin.

Two outer box, or vault, handles were also recovered from Burial 9. Outer box
handles were used for the outer box, or shipping box in which the coffin was placed.
Designated as Outer Box Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle
form. Further analysis matched this handle type to Burial 9 of Freedman’s Cemetery
Handle Type 38, which dates from 1904 to 1906. Five catalogs were found with this
handle type: Chicago Coffin Company, 1896; St. Louis Coffin Company, 1901;
Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company, 1905; Dominion Manufactures, Ltd., post 1906
~(possibly circa 1920); and Victor Casket Hardware Company, 1959. A possible match to
" a utility patent was also found. William S. Thayer invented utility #319,642 and the
patent date is June 9, 1885. This outer box, or vault, handle type was also recovered from
Burial 14.

Four thumbscrews, designated as Thumbscrew Type 6, were recovered from the
west and east ends of the long sides of the casket. This is a wire type of thﬁmbécrew

made of iron (see Burial 5).
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Two thumbscrews used to attach a white metal plaque were recovered from Burial
9. The plaque was found resting on the individual’s remains. [dentified as Thumbscrew
Type 19, they are made of white metal and have a disc-shaped form. Thumbscrew Type
19 was matched to Caplifter Type 34 (also a thumbscrew), which was recovered from the
Freedman’s Cemetery; it dates from 1885 to 1899. Possible matches were located in the
following three catalogs: H. E. Taylor & Company catalog from 1875; Meriden Britannia
catalog from 1880; and Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog from 1881.
One plaque, found resting on the individual’s remains, was recovered from Burial
9. It has been designated as Plaque Type 4. Itis a rectangular plaque made of white
metal, with a plain border and a fine line background. It reads “At Rest.” No matches
were located for this plaque, including other historic cemetery excavations, catalogs, and
design patents. A date could be drawn from the thumbscrews (Thumbscrew Type 19)
used to fasten the plaque, which date from the late nineteenth century.

Eight white metal decorative corners were recovered from Burial 9 at the
corresponding corners of the casket wood. They have been designated Decorative Corner

Type 1. The decorative corners are attributed to a similar form of decorative corners
found in the Parsons Casket Hardware company catalog of 1947. The hardware from this
catalog is described as “Acanthus Trim.” No other matches to Decorative Corner Type 1
were located, including from other historic cemeteries and design patents;

Six latches, associated with the casket lid, were recovered from Burial 9. They are
designated as Latch Type 1. Itis a two-piece construction made of iron with a japanned
finish. Matches to this type of latch were located from other historic cemetery
excavations including Freedman’s Cemetery (1902-1907), Elko Switch (ca. 1905), and
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Nancy Creek Cemetery in Georgia (1903-1920). A utility patent dated April 16, 1889, by
William Sparks can be attributed to this type of latch.

Burial 9, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and secured with wire nails. Latches were used to secure the casket
lid. Casket handles, thumbscrews, metal corner pieces, and a plaque with “At Rest”

decorated the casket.

Burial 10

Burial 10 contains the remains of a 38-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
10 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950. A variety of artifacts associated witﬁ Buriél- 10
were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.24).

Burial 10 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.9 x 2.8 ft. One hundred
and twelve wire nails dating after 1880 were recovered .from Burial 10. |

One complete casket handle, three end caps, and two short £ails wére recoveréd
from Burial 10. Designated Handle Type 6, the casket handle is a single lug extension
made of iron/steel. No references to this handle type were located, including from other
historic cemeteries, catalogs, and design patents. However, the general form, motif, and
material type are all consistent with a post-1900 origin. Handle Type 6 may also be the

identification of the casket handles recovered from Burial 9.
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Seven outer box, or vault, handles were also recovered from Burial 10.
Designated as Outer Box Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle
form (see Burial 9).

Two different types of casket latches (four total latches) were recovered from
Burial 10. One latch, associated with the casket lid, was recovered from Burial 10. It is
designated as Latch Type 1. It is a two-piece construction made of iron with a japanned
finish (see Burial 9).

Latch Type 2, also recovered from Burial 10, is associated with casket lid and
viewing window. Since no viewing window glass was recovered from the burial, the
latch was most likely used to secure the casket lid. It is a two-piece, spring-loaded
iron/steel latch with a japanned finish. A match to this latch type was recovered from
Burial 6 at Freedman’s Cemetery and it dates from 1902 to 1905. A utility patent was

- also matched to Latch Type 1. The patent was granted March 25, 1890 and was invented
by Albert E. Palmer.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 10, has been

-designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3. Two of these fasteners were found just north
of the individual’s skull (see Burial 2).

One plaque was recovered from inside the casket area, lying on the north side of
the individual’s remains. Slightly deteriorated, the plaque is in two separate pieces, and
the border is no longer present. The plaque is made of white metal and has “Father”

_engraved on it. Since no decoration or form can be determined, no 1'eferences to the date

of this plaque were applicable.
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Burial 10, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with wire nails. Two types of latches and another type of
fastener were also used in the construction of the casket. Casket handles and a plaque

with “Father” decorated the casket.

Burial l I

Burial 11 contains the remains of a 53-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known. A variety of artifacts associated with
Burial 11 were recovered, including mortuary hardware; based on hardware analysis,
Burial 11 dates to the period of 1915 to 1950 (Figure 4.25).

Burial 11 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.4 x 2.9 ft. Eleven
pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.1 to 10.9 cm, were identified as southern
yellow pine. Thirty-six wire nails were also recovered from Burial 11 and they date to
after 1880. Twenty-eight cut nails, possibly dating before 1880, were also recovered from
Burial 11.

Eight casket handles and 19 rail pieces were recovered from Burial 11.
Designated Handle Type 7, they are a single lug, short bar handle made of iron. No
matches of this handle type could be located from other historic rccmetery sites, catalogs,
or in any design patents. However, the general form, motif, and material type are all

consistent with a post-1900 origin.
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One thumbscrew, designated as Thumbscrew Type 6, was recovered from the
casket area. This is a wire type of thumbscrew made of iron (see Burial 5).

One latch was recovered from Burial 11. Type 6 Latch is a rectangular, spring
loa&ed iron latch with a thumb lever. An identical match to this latch type was recovered
from Burial 26 at Freedman’s cemetery, which dates from 1900 to 1907. A utility patent
for this exact latch type was granted November 26, 1889.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 11, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One hinge was recovered from Burial 11. It has been designated as a
Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5. This casket lid hinge device is madé of iron and was
also recovered from Burials 8 and 12. Burial 12 has a known interment date of 1944. No
other matches to Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5 were found, including other historic
cemetery sites, catalog referenceé, or utility patents.

Burial 11, which dates from 1915 to 1950, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and secured with wire and cut nails. Latches, hinges, and other
types of fasteners were also used in the construction of the casket and to secure the lid.

Casket handles and thumbscrews decorated the casket.

Burial 12
Burial 12 contains the remains of an 80-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual is Margaret Holmes and the date of interment was 1944. A variety of artifacts

associated with Burial 12 were recovered, including mortuary hardware (Figure 4.26).
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Burial 12 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 9 x 3 ft. The casket
appeared to have been set in a plaster vault. Both lids had collapsed but the bottom of the
casket, made of wood planks, still remained. Thirty-seven pieces of casket wood was
recovered from Burial 12. The pieces ranged in size from 1.5 cm to 47.3 cm. Analysis
identified the wood from the bottom of the casket as white oak. Wood covered in lacquer
was also determined to be white oak. Thirty-eight wire nails were also recovered from
Burial 12, dating it to after 1880.

Six casket handles and four end caps were recovered from Burial 12. Designated
as Handle Type 8, they are a single lug, short bar handle possibly made of white metal
and/or iron. No matches of this handle type were located including from other historic
cemetery sites, catalogs, and design patents. However, the general form, motif, and
material type are all consistent with a post-1900 origin.

Four hinges were recovered from Burial 12. They have been designated as a
Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5. This casket lid hinge is made of iron and was also
recovered from Burials 8 and 11. Burial 12 has a known interment date of 1944. No other
matches to Miscellaneous Hardware Type 5 were found, including other historic
cemetery sites, catalog references, or utility patents.

Burial 12, dating to 1944, contained a casket constructed from white oak and
secured with wire nails. Casket handles decorated the casket, while hinges were used to

secure the lid.
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Burial 13

Burial 13 contains the remains of a 30-year-old adult; the sex was indeterminate.
Thé name of the individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket
hardware analysis, Burial 13 dates to the period of 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 13 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles
(Figure 4.27).

Burial 13 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.5 x 1.9 ft. Four pieces
of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.9 to 6.0 cm, were ideﬂtiﬁed as southern yellow
pine. Thirty-seven wire nails were recovered from Burial 13, dating to after 1880. Four
cut nails, possibly dating prior to 1880, were also recovered from Burial 13.

Two casket handles were recovered from Burial 13. Handle Type 9 is a double
lug, shortbar handle made of white metal. Two close examples were found from the
Freedman’s Cemetery excavations. One dates from 1903 to 1905 and the other dates from
1903 to 1907. No other matches were found in reference to this type of casket handle.

Three thumbscrews were recovered from Burial 13. Thumbscrew Type 7 is a ﬂ-at—
bodied thumbscrew made of white metal. A possible match was found from the
Freedman’s Cemetery excavation, and it dates from 1900 to 1901. The St. Louis Coffin
Company catalog from 1901 also contains a similar match to Thumbscrew Type 7. No
design patents were matched to this thumbscrew type.

Thumbscrew Type 7 was used to fasten an escutcheon plate also recovered from
Burial 13. Four white metal escutcheon plates were identified as Type 12 Escutcheons. A
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similar example of Type 12 Escutcheon was found in the 1901 edition of the St. Louis
Coffin Company catalog. No other matches were found in reference to this escutcheon
type.

A An indeterminate plaque type was recovered from Burial 13. It is made of white
metal. No features could be distinguished from this plaque.

Thirty-one fragments of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 13. Further
analysis of the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1980, clearly at
odds with the other diagnostic artifacts from the burials.

Burial 13, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and secured with wire and cut nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,
and a plaque decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket

provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 14

Burial 14 contains the remains of a 58-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
14 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 14
were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.28).

Burial 14 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.8 x 2 ft.

Twenty-three pieces of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.5 to 29.3 cm, were identified
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as southern yellow pine. Forty-five wire nails were also recovered from Burial 14, dating

it to after 1880.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 14. They are designated as Handle
Typé 10. This handle type is made of iron and its form is known as a double lug,
swingbail. Further analysis matched this handle type to Burial 5 at Cedar Grove Type III
Cemetery, which dates from 1910 to 1915. No other matches to Handle Type 10 were
found, including other historic cemetery sites, catalog references, or utility patents.

Two outer box, or vault, handles were also recovered. Designated as Outer Box
Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle form (see Burial 9).

Six thumbscrews, divided into three types were recovered from Burial 14. They
were all found along the outer perimeter of the remains, close to the casket handles. The
first, Thumbscrew Type 3, is a flat bodied decorative screw made of white metal (see
Burial 2).

Thumbscrew Type 16, also recovered at Burial 14, is a flat bodied, white metal
thumbscrew that is typically associated with a viewing window. No viewing window
glass was recovered at Burial 14; however, wooden covers were known to be used over
open viewing windows. Three historic cemeteries were found with matches to
Thumbscrew Type 16: Freedman’s Cemetery Type 93 in 1907, Redfield Cemetéry
(Georgia) after 1900, and Cedar Grove Cemetery (Arkansas) from 1905 to 1915. The St.
Louis Coffin Company catalog of 1901 also shows a match to this thumbscrew type.

The third type of thumbscrew, Thumbscrew Type 17, is a flat-bodied iron screw
associated with the outer box or vault. Nine total historic cemetery site matches were
" found for this thumbscrew type including two in Texas (1901), two in Georgia (1900;
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_post 1900), and one in Tennessee (1900 to 1920). Matches were also found in three
catalogs: St. Louis Coffin Company catalog of 1901, the Chattanooga Coffin and Casket
Company catalog of 1905, and the Sargent & Co. catalog, ca. 1920.

| Six escutcheon plates were recovered along with Thumbscrew Type 3, and they
have all been designated Type S Escutcheon. This is a flat-bodied piece of decorative
hardware made of white metal. A match of this type of escutcheon was located at
Freedman’s Cemetery Type 63 in Burial 2, dating to 1906. A match was also found in the
Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No design patent for this type of
escutcheon was found. One other type of escutcheon was recovered from Burial 14 as
well, but its condition was too poor to identify properly. However, this escutcheon type
appears to also have been found in Burial 16.

Type 5 Omamental Tack, a diamond tack with a center embossed dome, was
recovered from Burial 14. Three of these were found. Made of cuprous struck up foil, the
tack was identically matched to two other historic cemeteries: Freedman’s Cemetery
Ornamental Tack Type 28, dating to 1903 and 1906, and Calhoun Collection in South
Carolina, dating from 1894 to 1926. Similar matches were found in six different catalogs,
including the C. Sidney Norris & Company catalog, ca. 1880, the Columbus Coffin
Company catalog in 1882, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company in 1905.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 14, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

One plaque was recovered from Burial 14. The plaque is designated as Plaque
Type 6. The plaque is made of white metal and its form is rectangular with a florid
border. The plaque is engraved with the words “At Rest.” Three different historic
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cemetery sites revealed matches to this plaque type: Freedman’s Cemetery Type 2, Burial
27,1906 to 1907; Cedar Grove Type 2, Burial 3, 1910 to 1915; and Phillips Memorial
Cemetery (Texas), Burial 19, no date available. The Chattanooga Coffin & Casket
C'o-mpany catalog of 1905 and the Schmidt Manufacturing Company catalog, ca. 1920,
both contained matches for this plaque type. No patents were found for this plaque type.
Burial 14, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contaiﬁed a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and it was secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,
escutcheons, and a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. Ornamental tacks were

used to secure the lining of the casket although no textiles could be associated accurately

with the lining.

Burial 15

Burial 15 contains the remains of a 19-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
15 dates to the period of 1900 to 1920. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 15
were recovered, including mortuary hardware and textiles (Figure 4.29).

Burial 15 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.8 x 2 ft. Eighty-two
wire nails were also recovered from Burial 15, dating it to after 1880.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 15. Designated as Handle Type 12,
they are double lug, swingbail handles made of white metal. Several examples were
found from other historic cemetery sites including Sandy Creek Cemetery in Georgia
(1890-1900), Nancy Creek Cemetery in Georgia (1902), and Ridley Graveyard in
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Tennessee (1895-1920). The Chattanooga Coffin and Casket Company catalog of 1905
also included an example of Handle Type 12. No design patent was matched to this
handle type.

Six thumbscrews, divided into two types, were recovered from Burial 15. The
first, Thumbscrew Type 1, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal (see Burial
1). The other type of thumbscrew recovered from Burial 15 is Thumbscrew Type 8. This
is a cylindrical thumbscrew made of white metal. An example of Thumbscrew Type 8
was found from the excavation of Freedman’s Cemetery and it dates to 1900. Several
catalogs also show rﬁatched to this type of thumbscrew, including the Meriden Britannia
Company catalog of 1880, the Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog of 1881, and the
William Sauter catalog of 1883. William Smith of Meriden Britannia patented this
thumbscrew type on November 26, 1878.

Five escutcheon plates; divided into two different types, were recovered from
Burial 15. One, Type 6 escutcheon, is made of white metal. Two examples of this type of
escutcheon from other historic cemetery sites were found: Freedman’s Cemetery (1906)
and Blackburn Cemetery in Tennessee (1900-1925). No other matches of this escutcheon
type were found, including in catalogs and design patents. The second type of escutcheon
recovered from Burial 15, Type 11 Escutcheon, is also made of white metal. Two
catalogs showed examples of this type of escutcheon: the Chicago Coffin Company
catalog from 1896, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog from 1905.
The back of the escutcheon is marked “Dec11, 1888, °17,”” and “MB CO.” This marking
was linked to the patent for this escutcheon, made by Oliver McCarthy of the Meriden
Britannia Company.
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A caplifter base was also recovered from Burial 15. It has been identified as
Caplifter Base Type 1. It has a floral design with leaves and berries and is made of white
metal. Matches of this type of caplifter base »\}ere found at otherrhistoric cemetery sites,
including Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907), Calhoun Collection (1894-
1926), and the Tucker Cemetery (1909). Several catalogs included examples of Caplifter
Base Type 1 including the Meriden Britannia Company catalog from 1880, the Columbus
Coffin Company catalog from 1882, and the Chicago Coffin Company catalog from
1896. Emil Cuppers invented a similar form of caplifter base in 1880.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 15, has been
~ designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

Thirty-one pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 15. Analysis of
the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1930, clearly at odds with the
other diagnostic artifacts from the burial.

Burial 15, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews, caplifters,
and escutcheons decorated the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the

casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 16

Burial 16 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult female. The name of the

individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
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16 dates from 1900 to 1920. A variety of aﬁifﬁcts associated with Burial 16 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.30).

Burial 16 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.5 x 2.1 ft. Eighty-one
wire nails were also recovered from Burial 16, dating it to after 1880.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 16. Designated as Handle Typell,
they are a double lug, swingbail handle made of white metal. Examples of this type of
casket handle were found at other historic cemetery sites including Freedman’s Cemetery
(1900-1907), Ridlej;r Graveyard in Tennessee (ca. 1905), and the Former Wesleyan
Methodist Church in Ontario (1878-1900). Several catalogs contained matches of this
handle type. They include the Paxson, Comfort & Company catalog from 1881, the
Columbus Coffin Company catalog from 1882, and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket
Company catalog from 1905. No design patents were located pertaining to this handle
type.

Nine thumbscrews, divided into three types, were recovered from Burial 16. The
first, Thumbscrew Type 9, is a flat bodied, white metal thumbscrew. An example of this
type of thumbscrew was found at Freedman’s Cemetery, and it dates from 1902 to 1907.
The Chattanooga Coffin & casket Company catalog of 1905 also includes an example of
Thumbscrew Type 9.

The other type of thumbsérew recovered from Burial 16 is designated as
Thumbscrew Type 2. It is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of white metal (see Burial 1).

The third type of thumbscrew, Thumbscrew Type 17, is a flat-bodied iron screw

'associatéd wifh the outer box or vault (see Burial 14).

o0



Six escutcheon plates were recovered from Burial 16 that can be associated with
Thumbscrew Type 9. They have been designated Type | Escutcheon, and are made of
white metal. A match of this type of escutcheon was located at -F reedman’s Cemetery
Tyﬁc 57 in Burial 7, dating from 1902 to 1906. A match was also found in the
Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905. No design patent for this type of
escutcheon was found. The Type 1 Escutcheon was also recovered from Burial 1 and
possibly from Burial 15.

A second type of indeterminate escutcheon was recovered from Burial 16. Due to
poor preservation, an exact identification of this type of escutcheon could not be
determined. However, it is a disc type of escutcheon made of white metal. This type of
escutcheon was also recovered fr(')m Burial 14.

One capliftef, Caplifter Type 1, was recovered from Burial 16. A figurine of a
dove with a branch in its beak is the forrn of the caplifter, which is made of white metal.
Examples of this type of caplifter were found from three historic cemeteries: Freedman’s
Cemetery, dating to 1905, Calhoun Collection in South Carolina dating from 1894 to
1926, and Tucker Cemetery in Texas, dating to 1909. Several similar examples were
located in catalogs including the Chicago Coffin Company catalog of 1896, the William
Sauter catalog of 1883, and the Chattanooga Coffin & éasket Company catalog of 1905.
Emil A. Cuppers of Sargent & Company invented a patent of a similar bird design in
1880.

The base for this caplifter was also recovered from Burial 16. It has been
identified as a possible Caplifter Base Type 1. It has a floral design with leaves and
beﬁies and is made of white metal. Matches of this type of caplifter base were found at
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other historic cemetery sites, including Freedman’s Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907),
Calhoun Collection (1894-1926), and the Tucker Cemetery (1909). Several catalogs
included examples of Caplifter Base Type 1 including the Meriden Britannia Company
catélog from 1880, the Columbus Coffin Company catalog from 1882, and the Chicago
Coffin Company catalog from 1896. Emil Cuppers invented a similar form of caplifter
base in 1880.

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 16, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 -(see Burial 2).

One plaque was recovered from Burial 16. Plaque Type 7 has an asymmetrical
form and is made of white metal. “At Rest” is engraved on the plaque. The earliest
known appearance of this type of plaque is an example from Freedman’s Cemetery,
which dates to 1906. No other examples were located in catalogs and no patent was found
pertaining to this type of plaque.

Twenty-three pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 16. Analysis
of the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1878, clearly at odds with
the other diagnostic artifacts.

Burial 16, which dates from 1900 to 1920, contained a casket constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with wire nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews,
escutcheon plates, caplifters, and a plaque with “At Rest” decorated the casket. A
viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for the deceased to be

viewed.
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Burial 17

Burial 17 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not kpovm; based on hardware analysis, Burial
17 (iates from 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 17 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.31).

Burial 17 contained an indeterminate burial container. Four wood samples,
ranging in size from 3.0 cm to 6.6 cm, were identified as a soft pine. One hundred and
forty wire nails were also recovered from Burial 17, dating it to after 1880.

A caplifter was recovered from Burial 17. Designated Caplifter Type 2, it has a
knobbed dome design and is made of white metal. Several examples were found from
other historic cemetery sites, including Freedman’s Cemetery (1906-1907; 1904-1907),
Morgan Chapel Cemetery in Texas (1914), and Elko Switch in Alabama (ca. 1905).
Matches were also located in three catalogs: the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company
catalog of 1905, the Dominion Manufacturers catalog dating to after 1906, and the
Sargent & Company catalog dating to 1920. W"illiam Hutchinson invented this type of
caplifter in 1884,

A éapliﬁer base was also found with Caplifter Type 2. Caplifter Base Type 2 is a
simple cone shaped caplifter made of white metal. Several matches to this caplifter base
were located in other historic cemeteries including Freedman’s Cemetery (1905-1907;
1904-1907), Cedar Grove (1910-1915), and Calhoun Collection in South Carolina (1894-
1926). Three examples were identified in catalogs: the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket

Company catalog of 1905, the Dominion Manufacturers, Ltd. catalog dating after 1906,
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and the Sargent & Company catalog dating to 1920. William Hutchinson invented the
basic form of this caplifter base in 1884.

Miscellaneous Hardware Type 1, a triangular sheet of metal with a screw'and a
poiﬁted tip, used for securing the burial container, was recovered from Burial 17. Three
matches to this type of hardware were found at other historic cemetery sites: Freedman’s
Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907), Elko Switch in Alabama (ca. 1900), and Applegate
Lake Project (1911). James Locher invented this piece of hardware and a utility patent
was granted in 1884,

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 17, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

An indeterminate plaque type was recovered from Burial 17. It is made of iron.
No features could be distinguished from this plaque.

Oddly, only one fragment of a viewing glass window was recovered from Burial
17.

Burial 17, which dates from 1900 to 1905, contained an indeterminate burial
container constructed from a soft pine and secured with wire nails. Caplifters, a
miscellaneous piece of hardware, an iron fastener, and an indeterminate plaque decorated

the casket. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the casket provided a way for the

deceased to be viewed.
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Burial 18

" Burial 18 contains the remains of a child less than a year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
18 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 18 were recovered,
including_mortuary hardware (Figure 4.32).

Burial 18 contained a probable rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849
(Buikstra et al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 3.4 x 2.9
ft. Eight pieces of wood, measuring approximately 1.2 cm to 2.1 ¢cm, were identified as
southern yellow pine. Several unidentifiable nails were recovered from Burial 18.

One thumbscrew, Thumbscrew Type 1, is a flat-bodied thumbscrew made of
white metal (see Burial 1).

The Type 6 Escutcheon recovered from Burial 18 is made of white metal. Two
examples of this type of escutcheon from other historic cemetery sites were found:
Freedman’s Cemetery (1906) and Blackburn Cemetery in Tennessee (1900-1925). No
other matches of this escutcheon type were found, including in catalogs and design
patents.

Burial 18, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from
southern yellow pine and it was secured with unidentifiable nails. Thumbscrews and

escutcheons decorated the casket. No other hardware was recovered from this burial.
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Burial 19

Burial 19 contains the remains of a child less than a year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
19 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 19 were recovered,
including mortuary hardware (Figure 4.33).

The shape of the burial container is not known and no wood samples were
recovered. Two unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 19. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials. Three
cut nails, possibly dating prior to 1880, were also recovered from Burial 19.

Burial 19, which dates prior to 1900, contained an indeterminate burial container

and secured with cut nails and iron screws. No other hardware was recovered from this

burial.

Burial 20

Burial 20 contains the remains of a 30-year-old adult female. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on casket hardware analysis,
Burial 20 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 20 were
recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.34).

Burial 20 contained a rectangular wooden caskef dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.6 x 2 ft. Nine
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.1 cm to 12.1 cm, were identified as

yellow poplar. Twenty-eight cut nails were also recovered from Burial 20, suggesting and

‘they date prior to 1880.
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Two unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 20. They are utilitarian,

straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials.

Burial 20, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from yellow

poplar and secured with cut nails and iron screws.

Burial 21

Burial 21 contains the remains of a 3-year-old child. The name of the individual
and the date of interment are not known; based on coffin hardware analysis, Burial 21
dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 21 were recovered,
including mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.35).

Burial 21 contained a hexagonal coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The coffin was in too poor a condition to measure, although
four specimens were recovered and analyzed. The wood fragments measured
approximately 1.9 cm to 3.3 cm and were identified as southern yellow pine. Forty-nine
cut nails dating prior to 1880 were recovered fr;)m Burial 21. -

Seven unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 21. They are
utilitarian, straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials. Four
textile-lining tacks were also recovered from Burial 21, although no textile remnants

were recovered.
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Burial 21, which dates prior to 1900, contained a coffin constructed from southemn
yellow pine and secured with cut nails and iron screws. Textile lining tacks were also

recovered, although no fabric was found.

Burial_ 22

Burial 22 contains the remains of a 72-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual is John T. Holmes and the date of interment was 1922. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 22 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal
artifacts (Figure 4.36).

Burial 22 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.7 x 2.6 ft. Three
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 20.7 cm to 43.8 cm, were identified as
white oak. One hundred and twenty four wire nails dating after 1880 were recovered
from Burial 22.

Six casket handles were recovered from Burial 22. Identified as Handle Type 23,
they are single lug, extension handles made of either white metal or iron. No examples
from other historic cemetery sites, catalogs, or design patents could be matched to Handle
Type 23.-The general form, motif, and material type are all consistent with a post-1900
origin. In addition to the handles, a single lug, short bar, 72 rail pieces, and 4 end caps

“were also recovered.
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Two outer box, or vault handles, in eight pieces, were also recovered. Designated
as Outer Box Handle Type 2, this handle is made of iron and is a wire handle form (see
Burial 9).

Four thumbscrews, designated as Thumbscrew Type 6, were recovered from the
casket area. This is a wire type of thumbscrew made of iron (see Burial 5).

A corrugated fastener made of iron, also recovered from Burial 22, has been
designated Miscellaneous Hardware Type 3 (see Burial 2).

Two reinforcing pieces of hardware were recovered from Burial 22. Associated
with the interior of a casket, they are simple “L” bolts made of iron. Twelve textile-lining
tacks were also recovered from Burial 22, as they were most likely used to secure an
unidentifiable textile recovered from Burial 22, TX 22-B. TX 22-A consisted of the
remnants of a brown wool fabric, which was determined to possible be a linsey-woolsey
| type of fabric. TX 22-B consisted of remnants of a blaék cotton fabric, and two pieces of
TX 22-B were found adhered to a piece of TX 22-A, indicating that TX 22-B was
possibly a casket liner.

Burial 22, dating to 1922, contained a casket constructed from white oak and it
was secured with wire nails and two other types of utilitarian hardware. Casket handles

and thumbscrews decorated the casket.

Burial 23
Burial 23 contains the remains of a 6-month-old child. The name of the individual

" is Willie T. Christerson and the date of interment was 1873. A variety of artifacts
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associated with Burial 23 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal
artifacts (Figure 4.37).

Burial 23 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
200b:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 2.5 x 1.8 ft. Forty-three
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 1.8 cm to 8.2 cm, were identified as
black walnut. A limestone slab was found covering the burial. Forty-five cut nails dating
prior to 1880 were recovered from Burial 23.

Four casket handles (two broken in half) were recovered from Burial 23.
Designated as Handle Type 13, they are (iouble lug, swingbail handles with crucifix
shaped ornamentation and made of white metal. A similar example recovered from
Freedman’s Cemetery dates to 1900. Three catalogs also contain matches to this type of
handle: the Crane, Breed & Company catalog from 1877, the Taylor & Company catalog
from 1875, and the Warfield & Rohr catalog from ca. 1885/1890.

A possible coffin screw was recovered from Burial 23, but its type could not be
identified due to poor preservation; it is made of white metal.

A Type 7 Escutcheon was also recovered from Burial 23. It is made of cuprous
struck up foil and no examples were found to match this type of escutcheon. However,
the overall design of Type 7 Escutcheon is similar to foil escutcheons introduced in the
1870s.

Twenty-one ornamental tacks were recovered from Bul_rial 23. Type 3 Ornamental
Tack is made of cuprous struck up foil and examples of it were found at Texas State
Cemetery (1907; 1908) and Calhoun Collection in Soqth Carolina (1894-1926). Several
‘catalogs also contained matches of this type of tack including the C. Sidney Norris
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Company catalog ca. 1875, the W. D. Wilmarth & Company catalog of 1894, and an
identical match was found in the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog of
1905. No design patents pertaining to this type of tack was found.

‘ Burial 23, dat.ing to 1873, contained a casket constructed from black walnut and

secured with cut nails. Casket handles, coffin screws, escutcheons, and ornamental tacks

decorated the casket.

Burial 24

Burial 24 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interrﬁent are not known; based on casket hardware and
viewing window glass analysis, Burial 24 dates prior to 1900. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 24 were recovered, including mortuary hardware and personal
artifacts (Figure 4.38).

Burial 24 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 5 x 2 ft. Twenty-two
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 1.6 cm to 7.6 cm, were identified as
black walnut. Forty-seven cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were recovered from
Burial 24.

Two unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 24. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well. Six textile-

lining tacks were also found in Burial 24.
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Eighteen pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 24. Analysis of the
thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1874.

Burial 24, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from black
wal—nut and secured with cut nails and iron screws. A viewing window glass at the “head”

of the casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 25

Burial 25 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
25 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.39).

Burial 25 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 2.3 x 1 ft. Wood samples
were not analyzed due to poor preservation. Twenty-three cut nails, likely dating prior to
1880, were recovered from Burial 25.

Burial 25, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from

Burial 25.
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Burial 26

Burial 26 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
26 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.40).

Burial 26 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 2.6 x 1.25 ft. Twenty-
two wood samples were identified as black walnut. Twenty-four cut nails, likely dating’
prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 26.

Burial 26, dating prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from black We;lnut

and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from Burial 26.

Burial 27

Burial 27 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
27 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.41).

Burial 27 contained a hexagonal coffin dating before 1927 (Buiks-tra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The‘cofﬁn measured approximately 2 x .8 ft. No wood was
recovered from the burial. Fourteen cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were recovered

from Burial 27, but no other mortuary hardware was found.
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Burial 27, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from

Burial 27.

Burial 28

Burial 28 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
28 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.42).

Burial 28 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measufed approximately 2.8 x .9 ft. One piece of
wood located outside the grave shaft was found, but no specimens were analyzed due to
poor preservation. Twenty-eight cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880 were recovered
from Burial 28, but no other mortuary hardware was found.

Burial 28, which dates prior to 1900, contained a casket constructed from an

indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails. No other hardware was recovered from

Burial 28.

Burial 29
Burial 29 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual is John R. Daws and the date of interment was 1852. Some mortuary hardware
“and personal artifacts were recovered from Burial 29 (Figure 4.43).

71



Burial 29 contained a probable hexagonal coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et
al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The shape of the coffin was determined based on the
coffin bottom stain and the placement of nails around the grave shaft. The coffin
méasured approximately 3 x .9 ft. Very little coffin wood remained. The wood specimens
ranged in size from 2.8 cm to 8.2 cm and were identified as American chestnut. Forty-one
cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were recovered from Burial 29.

Four unidentified iron screws were recovered from Burial 29. Thc§ are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well. Six textile-
lining tacks were also found in Burial 29, although no fabric remnants were recovered
from the burial.

Burial 29, dating to 1852, contained a casket constructed from American chestnut
and secured with cut nails and iron screws. Textile lining tacks were recovered from the

burial, although no fabric remnants were found.

Burial 30

Burial 30 contains the remains of a child less than one-year old. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
30 dates prior to 1900 (Figure 4.44).

Burial 30 contained a probable hexagonal coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et
al. 2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). No wood from the coffin remained, and thirty-seven cut
nails were recovered, dating prior to 1880.

Burial 30, which dates prior to 1900, contained a coffin constructed from an
indeterminate wood and secured with cut nails.
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Burial 31

Burial 31 contains the remains of a 10-year-old male. The name of the individual
is Ephraim P. Holmes and the date of interment was 1852. A variety of artifacts
associated with Burial 31 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (Figure 4.45).

| Burial 31 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.

2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 5.4 x 1.5 ft. Three
specimens of casket wood, ranging in size from 2.9 cm to 8.2 cm, were identified as
slippery elm. Sixty-four cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were also recovered from
Burial 31.

Four ﬁnidentjﬁed iron screws were recovered from Burial 31. They are utilitarian,
straight slotted screws and were recovered from several other burials as well. Ten textile-
lining tacks were also found in Burial 31.

Burial 31, dating to 1852, contained a casket constructed from slippery elm and

secured with cut nails.

Burial 32

Burial 32 contains the remains of a 58-year-old adult male. The name of the

individual is Samuel Holmes and the date of interment was 1872. A variety of artifacts
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associated with Burial 32 were recovered, including some mortuary hardware and
personal artifacts (Figure 4.46).

Burial 32 contained a hexagonal, cast iron coffin dating before 1927 (Buikstra et
al. '2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The coffin measured approximately 79 x 25 in. The top
west portion of the coffin was caved in due to the weight of large limestone slabs placed
above the coffin. The bottom of the coffin was also damaged. The rest of the coffin was
in good condition and four handles on each long side were still intact. The coffin was
placed in a wooden vault. One hundred and five specimens of wood from the vault were
recovered, ranging in size from 2.9 c¢m to 24.5 cm, and identified as southern yellow pine.
Seventy-five cut nails, likely dating prior to 1880, were also recovered from Burial 32.

The coffin was constructed of metal as well as wood, indicating that it was most
similar to the “Sheet Metal Plain Case” No. 16, as described in the 1867 Crane, Breed &
Co. catalog. The “Sheet Metal Plain Case” was “composed of zinc and wood” and was
noted as being more durable than a plain wooden coffin. The design of the Plain Case |
was “torpedo” shaped and is depicted in Figure x. The sheet metal caskets and coffins
were typically more expensive than other metallic coffin designs. Bolt holes around the
sealing flanges included 2 at the head, 10 on each side, and two at the foot. The viewing
plate cover was secured with two bolts on the top and bottom. Four silver plated handles,
designated as Han&le Type 14, were bolted to each side of the coffin. The coffin was
plain in decoration, with only the molded edges providing any ornamentation. A half-
satin lined Plain Case No. 16 with silver plated handles, lining and outer box would have

cost between $51.50 and $53.50 in 1867 (Crane, Breed & Co. 1867).
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Examples of the eight handles attached to the coffin were found from other
historic cemetery sites and catalogs. The handle, Handle Type 14, is a double lug,
swingbail handle made of iron. Examples of this type of handle were found at the Col.
Cra';vford Burial in Arkansas dating to 1874 and Freedman’s Cemetery dating from 1869
to 1884. Several catalogs also contained matches for this handle type, including the
Sargent & Company catalog of 1871, the Miller Brothers & Company catalog ca. 1871,
and the Crane, Breed & Company catalog of 1877. No design patents were found
pertaining to Handle Type 14.

Seventy-eight pieces of viewing glass were recovered from Burial 32. Analysis of
the thickness of the viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 2401, obviously at variance
with the other diagnostic artifacts and dated headstone.

Burial 32, dating to 1872, contained a hexagonal, cast iron composite coffin with
eight handles. Cut nails, most likely associated with the wooden vault that contained the
coffin, were recovered from Burial 32. A viewing glass window at the “head” of the

casket provided a way for the deceased to be viewed.

Burial 33

Burial 33 contains the remains of a 28-year-old adult male. The name of the
individual and the date of interment are not known; based on hardware analysis, Burial
33 dates from 1900 to 1905. A variety of artifacts associated with Burial 33 were

1'800Vered, including some mortuary hardware and personal artifacts (Figure 4.47).
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Burial 33 contained a rectangular wooden casket dating after 1849 (Buikstra et al.
2000:61; Lang 1984:2, 46). The casket measured approximately 6.6 x 3.55 ft. Twenty-
eight specimens of casket wood were recovered, ranging in size from 2.2 cm to 5.9 cm
anci identified as southern yellow pine. Three cut nails dating prior to 1880 and thirty-five
wire nails dating after 1880 were recovered from Burial 33.

Six casket handles, broken in fragments, were recovered from Burial 33. They
have been designated as Handle Type 15. This type is a double lug, shortbar handle made
of white metal. This handle type was also recovered from Freedman’s Cemetery and
dates to 1906. Two catalogs also contained matches for Handle Type 15: the Chattanooga
Coffin & Casket Company catalog of 1905 and the Schmidt Manufacturing Company
catalog, ca. 1910. No design patents pertaining to this casket handle type were located.

Four thumbscrews were recovered from Burial 33. They are identified as
Thumbscrew Type 11, and are flat-bodied thumbscrews made of white metal. Two
examples of this type of thumbscrew were located at other historic cemetery sites:
Freedman’s Cemetery (1904-1905) and Elgin Burying Ground in Illinois (post 1884).

The four thumbscrews each fit into an escutcheon plate, identified as a Type 9
Escutcheon. The four escutcheon plates are made of white metal. One example of this
type of escutcheon was found at Freedman’s Cemetery and dates from 1904 to 1905.

Two caplifters were also among the casket hardware recovered from Burial 33.
Designated as Caplifter Type 6, it is a rectangular caplifter with knobbed edges and is
made of white metal. A match to this type of caplifter was found at Freedman’s Cemetery

and it dates to 1905. Two catalogs also contained matches to this caplifter: the St. Louis '
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Coffin Company catalog of 1901 and the Chattanooga Coffin & Casket Company catalog
of 1905. No design patents pertaining to this type of caplifter were found.

Two different types of iron latches were recovered from Burial 33. The first, Type
4 Latch, is an iron plate with a hook shaped end and a japanned finish. It was matched to
a latch found at Freedman’s Cemetery, which dates from 1900 to 1907. A utility patent
was granted for this latch on July 29, 1884. The second type of latch, Type 5 Latch, is an
iron plate with screws and it also has a japanned finish. A match for this type of latch was
also found at Freedman’s Cemetery and dates from 1900 to 1903.

Miscellaneous Hardware Type 1, a triangular sheet of metal with a screw and a
pointed tip, used for securing the burial container, was recovered from Burial 33. Three
matches to this type of hardware were found at other historic cemetery sites: Freedman'’s
Cemetery (1885-1899; 1900-1907), Elko Switch in Alabama (ca. 1900), and Applegate
Lake Project (1911). James Locher invented this piece of hardware and a utility patent
was granted in 1884.

Fragments of a white ﬁletal or iron plaque were also recovered from Burial 33.
The plaque, because of its poor condition, could not be identified.

Twenty pieces of a viewing glass were recovered from Burial 33. Analysis of the
viewing glass resulted in a Moir date of 1928, clearly at odds with the other diagnostic
artifacts from the burial.

Burial 33 (1900-1905) contained a casket constructed from southern yellow pine
and secured with wire and cut nails. Casket handles, thumbscrews, escutcheon plates,

caplifters, and a plaque decorated the casket. Iron latches were used to secure the