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“James Fort" built in May and June, 1607—A panimyp by Stdeey King for Colawial National Historical Park.
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The Arrival of the Settlers at Jamestown on May 13, 1607. English Merchantmen of the size and date of the

Grodspeed 40 tons, Susan Constant 100 tons, and the "pinnessee” Discovery 20 tons maneuvering for anchorage
off Jamestown Islund 1607. A pencil Study by Grifieh Bailey Coale, conrtesy of Maviners Musesn.
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Shipbuilding, known to have been carried on at

Jamestown as early as 1609, may have been done in this man-

ner. A parmting by Sidney King for Colonidl Nationsl Historical Pare.
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A winter scene suggestive of life on Jamestown Island about 1625. From a painting by Sidney King for Colonial
Natianal Hitorical Park.

I~ P
A home such as could have existed at Jamestown by 1625. From a puinting for Colonial Natiowid Historical Park
&y Sedney King,
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From The London Company of Virginia (New York and London, 1908)




Virginia, 1607-1624

n May 13, 1607, three small English ships approached
O Jamestown Island in Virginia: the Susan Constant of 100
tons, commanded by Captain Christopher Newport and carry-
ing seventy-one persons; the Godspeed of forty tons, commanded
by Captain Bartholomew Gosnold and carrying fifty-two persons;
and the Discovery, a pinnace of twenty tons, under Captain John
Ratcliffe with twenty-one persons. During the day they maneu-
vered the ships so close to the shore that they were “moored to
the trees in six fathom [of] water.” The next day, May 14, George
Percy continues, “we landed all our men, which were set to worke
about the fortification, others some to watch and ward as it was
convenient.” In this manner the first permanent English settle-
ment in America was begun on the shores of the James River, in

Vfr.gn"a, about twenty years aftTe?—LFe_: ill-fated attempts to estab-
lish a colony on Roanoke Island and thi ears before the
Pilgrims made their historic landing at Plymouth in New Eng-

land.
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Tre StArT oF CoLONIZATION

The expedition of 1607, dispatched by the Virginia Company
of London, included supplies and no less than 145 persons of
whom 104 or 105 (depending on which of the more detailed con-
temporary accounts is accepted) were to remain in Virginia as the
first settlers, The fleet left England late in 1606. It moved down
the Thames River from London on December 20 and, after a slow
start, the ships proceeded over the long route through the West
Indies. Captain Newport was in command, and the identity of
the councilors who were to govern in Virginia lay hidden in a
locked box not to be opened until their destination had been
reached.
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Argall led in exploration, bath in Virginia waters and northward
along the coastline, He was adept ot shipbuilding and in the
Inclian trade. It wns evidently he whe discovered the best fishing
seasons and the fact that the fish made "runs™ in the bay and in
the rivers. He made open attack on the French settlements to the
north in New Englund and Nova Scotia, roturning to James-
town with his captives. There is lintle wonder that a contem-
pomry wrote, "Captain !u*g:i whose indévores in this action
intitled him most worthy."

Tt was Argall, too, who, while on a trading expedition on the
Potomae, captured Pocahontes and brought her prisoner to James-
town in an attempt to deal with her father, Powhatan. She was
well received at Jamestown, where earlier she had often visited,
and when her father refused 1w pay the price asked for hes
ransom, she was detained. Laer, she preferred life with the Eng-
lish und did not wish to return to her native villape She was
pleced under the tutelage of Reverend Alexander Whitaker who
instructed her in the Christian faith. Eventually she was baptized,
;:dﬁ:u April 1614, in the church at Jumestown, married John

This was & reflection of the religious concern that existed in
Virginia. One of the ministers, Alexander Whitaker reported:
That: "Sir Thomas Dale (with whem T am) & a man of great
knowledge in divinity, and of 8 good conscience in all his doings:
bath which bee mthnmtﬁnﬂmﬂmg Cabhath d-lj"‘ili'ﬂl:
preach in the forenoone, and chatechize in the afteenoone, Every
Saturday at night [ exercise in Sit Thomas Dales house. Our
Chitrch affaires bee consulted on by the minister, and foure of
the moat religious men. Onee every moneth wee have i com-
munien, and ence a yeer & solemn fase”

Tonacoo

It was John Rolfe who pioneered in the cultivation of the
plant that was to be Virginias economic salvation, tobaceo, In
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the first years of the settlement every effort had been made to find

ucts in the New World thet would sssure financial success

the ==ttlers and the Campaeny. Pitch, tar, timber, mssafras,
cedar, and other natural products were sent in the returning
ships. Attempts to produce glass on & paying scale proved Futile,
as did early effores to make silk, using the native mulberry trees
growing in abundance. The glass furnaces fell into disuse, and
rats ate the silkworms. Even the native tobatco plant (Nicotiana
rustica), found growing wild, was, as Willlam Strachey reported,
", .. not of the best kind . . . [but was] peare and weake, and
of a biting tas: . . " ond initially held lictle promise.

It was about 1610-11 thot seed was imported into Virginia
from the island of Trinidad very probably at the hand of John
Rolfe, an ardent smoker, who wes credited by Ralph Hamor
as the pioneer English colonist in regularly growing tobacco for
export. Henee he can be culled the Father of the American 1o
bacco industry, In its initinl stage; too, there was encourngement
from the experienced Captain George Yeurdley.

Following the process of selection snd crossing which had
proved so successful for the Spanish cultbvators in the West In-
dies, the initinl efforts were rewsrding. The new plant (Nicotiana
tabacim) proved ensily naturalized and adaptable o the Vir-

The initial success led to an experimental shipment of tobacen
from Virginia in 1613. This was of pleasing taste and was well
received in some quarters, Soon tract after tract was cleaned of
its native Nicotiona rustica as the settlers turned to the promising
new species. For a few years production was show since English
dealers were reluctint to hazard too much on an uncertain com-
maodity. Tn the 1615-16 period Spain sent tobocco into London
ut the mte of twenty-five pounds for cach of the 2300 pounds
coming from Virginia. This was not to continue, however, since
English leaders were g hestile to the successful Spanish
trade. Even before becoming awnare of the Virginia product, they
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:]c;:, with some success, encouraging production in England it-

Despite domestic robacco, however, and the favor of 8
leaf, the Virginia produce, chesper than the Spanish, began to
win friendly users in London and in the other citiee. To meet
the and to produce preofits, the young colony all but sban-
doned other industries and even its staples, 1o the concern of the
Company, for the cultivation of "the weed."” Soon governoes were
taking mepsures to sestrict planting in the interest of producing
foodstuffs and in defending themselves, Captatn Samuel Argall,
who came to Jamestown in 1617, i «id m have found “bat five
ot st houses, the chuch downe; the palizado’s broken, the bridge
in pieces, the well of fresh water spoiled; the store-house . . .
used for the church; the matclctplm, andd streets, and all other
spare places planted with whacco; the sulvages as Frequent in
their homes us themselves, whereby they were become expert in
our armes . . . the Colonde dispersed all sbout plenting Tobavea,"
In 1617 Virginia exporeted some 20,000 pounds, in 1619 this had
doubled and in 1629, only & decade and a half after the firse
shipmene, the toeal rﬁlchﬂ:tyl 500,000 pounds,

Thus, a new trade and industry were born in the Colony. To-
baces proved to be the economic sulvation of Virginia, and pro-
vided & means that brought land into use and made slavery profit-
able. Tobaceo and slavery topother led to the -:]:'.'ninpmmt of
important characteristics of the whole social, palitical, and eco-
nomic structuee of the Old South. One of the immediate effects
of tobacco culture in Virginia was the impetus it gave to the ex-
pansion of the area of settlement and to the number of settlers
cuming to "i..fh:girlis_

Yeanorey axn Ascaic

When Dale departed Virginia in May, 1616 there was more

security, sability, :fmj management, deeper understanding of
the new land, and a keener l.n-::whdg: of survival than had
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existed prior to this date. Even so, at this time only about 350
of all the hundreds of who had come to the Colony had
managed o sty alive and remoined here,

Captain George Yeardley was left in charge, seemingly hn'.r:mg
been apguinted ditectly by Dule. Under him, it was reported,
"the Ehlnn}ﬂvnlhpamnndl:mtphnmdmtmuwm
thet time,” He very probably was glad o see the mppl].' ship
d:nlmmui:iﬂbtulﬂ 1616. "U'mmuhndsnf from it
mmhmgedwhhﬁcmlmnfmﬂmmhﬂm It weas this
ship, too, thar brought Abraham Flercey who, as “copemer
chant,” took over the management of the Company's store in
Virginia.

But all was not pesce. Yeardley had soon to deal with t]:Ll.‘
Chickahominies who objected 1o their payment of "tribute corn.”
This wis soon resulved o the satisfaction of the Governor. Later
there was friendly exchange with the Indians even, it seems, to
thae:t:ntufuﬁuiuga;m:in&u:umnfﬁ:mfmhmﬁng
purposes and "There wore divers . . . [that] had savages in like
manmer for their men.” Pechaps, there wiag too much Fumilisrity
for later well being,

In May, 1618 ﬁ:gﬂlrl:nlrnﬂdtn\l"h‘gﬁnhaa governar
in charge. He seemingly, with "sense and industry,” began to
renovate the disrepair he found, particularly at Jamestown, He
was the first to prescribe the limits of Jumestown as well a3 of
“the corporation and parish” of which it was the chief sear. He
soon re-established good relarions with Opechancanough now the
dominant Indian . He wus hampered by a great
drought snd a severa storm I:]!:ll: dnmgedmnmdt&lmmd
he sought 1o control profit and tobaces prices by tion,
Moroover, he was the author of 2 policy of watchfulness and
carefulness in individual relusionships with the Indians.

Eventually, however, Argall was severely criticized and accused
of the misapproptiation of Compuny resources. He was charged,
tm,witbuhm:nfpﬂwm mmgsmpnrﬁ:ﬂarpnm,m
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collier of Croydon, weares her rought bever hatt with a faire perle
hatband, and a silken suite thereto correspondent.

But it is good to remember, perhaps, that Virginia was still not
the perfect paradise. On March 15, 1619 a letter reaching Eng-
land reported sad news and very likely not unusual news—"about
300 of the Inhabitants . . . died this last yeare.”

A New ApproAcH

In 1618 there were internal changes and dissensions in the
Virginia Company that led to the resignation of Sir Thomas
Smith, as Treasurer, and to the election of Sir Edwin Sandys as
his successor. This roughly corresponded to changes in Company
policy toward the administration of the Colony and to intensified
efforts to develop Virginia. It led to the abolition of martial law,
to the establishment of property ownership, to greater individual
freedom and participation in matters of government and to the
intensification of economic effort. The program was prompted
by a desire to make the Virginia enterprise a financial success,
to increase the population, and to make the Colony attractive
as well as to give the colonists more of a sense of participation.

Sir George Yeardley, recently knighted, returned to Virginia
as Governor, in April 1619, and was the first spokesman in the
Colony for the new policy toward Virginia. In England it had
been ably advanced on behalf of the Colony by Sir Edwin
Sandys, the Earl of Southampton, and John and Nicholas Ferrar.

Land was one of the great sources of wealth in Virginia and
soon after early commercial enterprise failed, was recognized as
such. Its acquisition became a prime objective. Initially the Com-
pany had determined that no land would be assigned to planters,
or adventurers, until the expiration of a seven year period. And
this period was in actual practice delayed. The first real, or gen-
eral, “division” was provided for in 1618 and this became effec-
tive in Virginia in 1619,

It was recognized that there were several groups meriting land.
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First came the Company und its investors, The second was the
particulsr hundreds und plantations sponsared-and belonging to
private adventurers jomed in investing groups In England, The
third was composed of individunl planters who lived and resided
in Virginia, Yeardley came armed with instructions w effect the
division, The boundaries of the four Incorportions ( James City,
Charles City, Henrico and Keeoughtan) were to be fixed and
public Jands for the support of their officers and churchies were
to be set aside g5 well as tracts for Company officials in Virginia
and others for Company use and profit. The consolidation of all
sertlements into the four listed “Cities o Burroughs” was soon
consummated.

Two classifications of planters were noted-those who came
to Virginiu before Dale departed in 1616 and those whe came
later. The frst group, colled "ancient planters,” may have been
Virginia's first “arlstocracy.” Each such person with thres year
of residence was entitled to 100 ncres as o “first division."” Thase
having come 10 Virginis after Dale’s departure were in u differen
position, IF they had come, or were to came, at their own charge
they were 1o obtain only ffty acres at the “hoe division.” 1F
transported by the Company they were first to serve as "tenants”
on the Company's land For & term of seven years.

All grants it wis Epa:iﬁu.'l would "be made with ﬂqual Favonr
except the differency of rent.” Rent proved 1w be a diverse term
covering tobacco, capons, merchantable Indisn comn and such.
Bent payments were a matter of eoncern and Jed the planters
in the Assembly of 1619 to petition for the appointment of an
officer in Virginia to receive them. Payment t the Company in
London, in money, was described as impossible.

All traets, ineluding those allotted prier to the general division,
now would have to be laid off and surveyed. The prescribing of
bounds became & necessity to sesolyve existing, snd o prevent
Future, uncertainties and disputes. This was w be the funciion

2

of Williom Claiborne, surveyorgeneral, who reached Virginis
in October, 1621. '

Headrights were another matter which entesed the picture in
these foemative years. This began a5 2 device, o good one it proved
to be, used by the Company to stimulate immigration and sestle-
ment in Virginia. It allowed any pemson who paid his own wiry
to the Colany 1o receive fifty acres for his own “personal ndven-
tire.” In' sddition be could collect Bty acres for each penon
whose passage he paid. 1f a person brought himself and three
others, for example, he could claim 200 acres under this arrange-
ment, This headright system wes later adopted in other colonies
and continued in use for generations.

The eacly success of the land division can be seen, perhaps in
the repoct of John Rolfe written in Januazy, 1620:

All the andent plantecs 'l:reinLE sett free have chosen places for
their dividendes scconding to the commission, Which giveth all
greaie content, for now 1g their owne londes, they strive and
are prepared. to bufld housos & to cleere theiv groundes seady 1o plans,
which pgiverh . . . [them] greate incoursgement, and the greatest
bope 1o make the Colony Rorrish that ever yet happened to them

Participation in the affsirs of government was another element

in the new Company approach. Seon after his arival, Yeardley

isued a call for the frét representative legislative sssembly in
America which convened at Jamestown an July 30, 1619, and
remained in session until August 4, This was the beginning of
our present system of representative government. The full fn-
tent behind the moves that led oo this historic meeting may never
be known. It seems o have been snother manilestution of the
determination to give those Englislenen in America the s
and privileges of Englishmen ar home thar had been guaranteed
to them in the original Company charter. It seems to be this
rsther than a planned attempt to establish selfgoverment in the
New World on a scale that might have been in violation of Eng:

lish low and custam at the time, Whatever the motive, the signif-
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scance of this meeting in the church at Jamestown semaing the
same. This bedy of duly chosen tepresentatives of the

his continued in existence and it evolution leads directly to our
Suite legislatures and to the Congress of the United Seanes.

Circumstances seemed to prevent the annual meeting of the
ﬁﬁunbl!,r EVER rJ:u:rugh thi= was im'ti:ﬂﬂjl' tntended, Pl:rﬁu:hljr, nl-
thaugh it is nat clear, the Assembly met in March, 1620, There
was o session after the wrrival of Governor Wiatr in October,
1621 although linle is known of its actions. The next session of
record was in the late winter of 1624 and of this some papers
have survived. At the time the dissolution of the Company
seemed to be sensed and the Burgesses scted carefully, Much
of the session was devoted 1o answering questions relative to
the state of the Calomy. The Assembly went on tectnd, oo, de
npuncing the so-called sutscratic government that existed in
Virginia prior to 1619, There was, however, refusl o associate
its nime with an attack on the Company and it would not send
its pupers to Englund by the investigating commissioners. Instesd
theey were sent by a representative of the Assembly's chalce. The
smius of the General Assembly under the King, when Virginia
hecame & roval colany, was; for sometime, undefined and even
its continuation was, perhops, deubrful. Ir did, nonecheless; sur-
vive to become a chief instrument of government,

In the social field the Company had recogniced that homes,
children and Family life make for stability and now sweps were
taken to do something sbout it. To this end, in November 1619,
u progeam was launched o incrense the emigration of women to
Virginia. Many had already come to contribute greatly 1o the
Colony’s welfare, the first two in 1608; and femily life was ol
ready very much = reality. The male percentage of the popula-
tion was, however, still much too high.

The frst of the "maids” sent in this n:w;mgu:mnimchir]
Virginia in lare May and June, 1620 seemingly to the ben-
E.ti?li:lhudi "nu:[dl"ﬂ:;:.d ﬂﬂ bachelors. In 1621 it was reported
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that in December the Warwick arrived with “an extraordinury
choice lot [of] thirty-eight maids for wives”

Earlier, 'm-ﬁugmt 1619, there had been another event, this
an unplanned one, when a group of negroes were brought to
the Calony eut of the West Indies and sold from the ship which
beought them for "victualls." This created little attention at the
time. Evidently these newcomers found themselves bound for
& time as servents rather than as slives. The matter of miss negro
slavery with its profitableness in the tobacco economy was, s
yer, decades away, This event of 1619, however, may propesly be
noted s the first move in this direction.

Immigration 1o the Colony contineed o incresse including
even o number of English youths, and messires were taken 1o
meet the religious-snd educational needs of the settlers, This
wis the period thet saw the ottempt to establish a college at
Henriea,

The reocganized Vivginin Company, lollowing s politdeal
changes; renewed it effocts to expand the Colony and to sdmu-
lnte profitable employment. Hewvy emphusis was placed on erop
diversification and on the establishment of 8 number of new
indusiries including forest products, wine, iron- and glass, the
latter attempted n second time possibly en Glasshouse Paint
just ouitside of Jamestown Teland. The planting of mulberry trees
and the growing of silkworms were advanced by the dispatch
of treatises on silk culture ay well as silkworm egps in a project
in which King James I himself had o personal intesest.

The indusrial and manufacuring efforts of these years, how-
ever, were nit destined to succeed. This condition was not due
to any Iaxit:.' om ﬂmpart af [':a:rrgu Ennﬂ].rs. resiclens T reisarer
in Virginia, who was something of an economic on-the-spot su-
projects profitably, and intesest was lacking on the part of the
planters who found in tobacce & source of wealth superior to any-
Ihmgdmlhﬂthﬂﬂbm:m:d ltumiﬂ‘n:prﬁt from tobaeco
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thit supported the improved living conditions that came through-
out the Colony.

These Englishmen who came to settle in the wilderness retained
their desire for the advantages of life in England. Books, for
examiple, weee highly valued, and with the passage of the years
were no uncommon commodity in Virginia. As early as 1608,
Rev. Robert Hunt had a lbrary at Jamestown, which was con-
sumed by fire in Janusry of that year. Fach new group of colo-
nists seemingly sdded to the store on hand: ibles, Books of Cone-
mins Prayer, other religious works, medical and scientific trestises,
legal publications, accounts of gardening, and such. There was
Ineal liverary effort, 1o, such as that by Treamirer George Sandys
who sontinued his celebeated translation of Ovid's Metamor-
phoses in the house of William Pierce at Jumestown,

Yreannr ey amn Wyirs

Yeardley, having instituted the measures of the “Greate Char-
ter,” continued to serve s Governor until November 18, 1621,
Flis was a good administration, yee it was not without eriticiem.
There was some unfavorable comment on his negotiations rela-
tive t Indisn lands as well a5 in the arrngement of varlous gov-
ernment fees. With so muny personal and private interests in
sa many of the Individual settlements, it s remarkable that he
did not get into difficulties of & more serious nature. Even when
Sir Francis Wyatt relieved him: as governor, he continued on as
u Councilor and was later w0 be Governoe again, He had been
at the helm when Virginia enjoyed, perhaps, its bost three years
0 dage—1619-21,

His successor, Wyntt, proved as popular and even survived
the dissolution of the Company. Wyatt, as others before and
others o follow, found the povernorship to be expensive. It i
reported that he spent £1,000 in less than two years. Both Yeard:
ley and Wiyair resided a1 Jamestown from which, for the mest
part, they directed Colony affairs: Here they maintained a most
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impressive estsblishment with their wives, children and inden-
tured servants ineluding some of the negroes now resident in the
Colony,

It is in the 1619 to 1624 period that the first clear piceure

-of at lewst a part of the physical town of Jamestown emerges, for

this peried corresponds with the earlitst known property records
that exist. The town had outgrown the original fort in some years
past and now appeared as o fairly Bourishing setement, The
records reveal that many of the Y DWHErs wene yeomen,
merchants, catpenters, heg risers, Farmers, joiners, shopkeepess,
ond ordinary “lellows,” as well a5 colonial officials, The “New
Town™ sectiom of James City developed in this period as the old
ection proved too small and the residents began to build more
substantial houses, principally frame on brick foundations, Even
s0, the mown was far From that of & city, perhaps, only o villsge
at best. Tt was, nonetheless, me eloes to g hub of political, social,
and economic life as completely mural Virginia had, Tt was the
Caolony's capital in every sense,

The population figures taken in these years give a good ides
of the size of Jamestown in this period. In February 1624, it i
recorded chat 183 persons were living in Jamestown and 35 others
on the Ishind ousside of the town proper. These are listed by
name, as are the 87 who had died between April 1623 and the
following February, In the “census” of January 1625 there was
a total of 124 residents listed for “James Cltty" and un additional
51 for the Islind. The overall total of 175 included some 122
males and 53 females.

Aside from the tion statistics, the musters of Janmary
1625 give much more information. Jemestown had & chusch, a
court-of gunrd (guardhouse), 3 stores (probiubly- storehouses), a
merchant's stiee, and 33 hovses. Ten of the Colony's 40 boats
were here, including o skiff, a “shallop” of 4 tons, and «
“harque” of 40 tons. Theee were stores of fish, 24,980 pounds
to be exact, corn, peas; and meal. There were four pieces of
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ordnance, supplies of powder, shot and lead. and, for individual
use, “fixt pescer,” sn pistols, seventy swords, eoats of
mall, quilted coats, and thirty-five suits of armor. The bulk of
the Colony's livestock seems o have been localized in the Jxmes
town area, about half {183) of the catrle, u lintle more than half
(265) of the hops; and well over half (126 of the poats, The
one horse listed for the Colony was shewn to have been at James:
o, but in this categary the “eensus” st have been deficient.
Even in 1616 there had been 3 horses and 3 mares.

The massicre and its aftermath and the investigation and dis-
solution of the Company daminated the Virginia seene in Wyntt's
first three year term a2 Governar. These things should not. per-
haps, beclaud the continued expansion and growth of the Colony
that resumed after the fateful year of 1622 when the massaces:
was followed, in the summer, with disesse along the James and
then by the more specific plague.

It was on March 22, 1622 that the great camstrophe seruck
Virginia in the form of the well planned and earefully execyited
massacre by the Indians under the crafty leadership of Chpechan-
canough, successor to Powhatan. Although the consequences
were not enough to threaten the survival of the Calony, they
were deeply serions. At Jeast 2 Fourth, if not o third, of all resh-
dents Tny dead at the end of a single day, Many plantations were
abandoned and safety and security becume the principal order
of the day. It spelled the end of numerous projects such as the
preduction of from and of enterprises such as the attempt to found
a college. Jamestown, given timely warning hecouse of the loyaley
of an Indian, Chanco, to his master, s no demage. In this
respect it was one of only a fow such areas, Tt did, however, see
some resulting congestion as survivors came in from distant, and
even nearby, communities,

Regrouping, recrganization and revenge followed ifter the
initial sheck was over, Punishment of the Indians ocoupied the
center of the stage for manths. In January, 1623, however, the
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Governoe and his Council eonld report in answer to Company
inguitles, some of which were eritical of Colony operations, that
"We have anticipated your desites by settinge uppon the
Indisins i ull places.” Directed by the Governor from Jamestown,
George Samdys, Sir George Yeardley, Capt: John West, Capt
William Powell and others Jed expeditions ageinse the various
native tribes, "In all which places we have slaine divers, burnte
theire townes, destroyde-theice wears [woies] & come The
seizure oF considerable additional matare corn, lkewise. was a
blow 1o the Indisn and & help to the English. The Indian had
been brought o heel, yet he was still not impotent, a fact that
the colonists now well recognized and of which they had oc
casionzl reminder us when Clapt. Henry Spelman and his party
were slain in April, 1623,

Vmoma axo ws Dhesopomnon

The Virginia Company established the Frst permanent Eng-
lish settlement in America, but did not reap the profits that it
had expected. Even through reacgenization and large expendi
tures; it never achieved its full E‘:ﬁ&m and was increasingly
subject to criticism despite its remarkable schievement. The devas-
tating effect of the massacre ushered in a period of attack that
néver subsided. Commissioners were sent to fnvestigate the Cal-
ony at first hand. wis met by countercharge and tempers
roge high, The Company stubbomnly contended For its ariginal
chaeters and James 1 and Company opponents seemed equally
as determined to break them. Matters reached o head in 1624
when James | dissolved the Company, thereby removing the
hand that had guided Virginia affaies for 17 vears,

With this zct Virginia ¢ & royal colony and contimsed
as such until the American Revolution made it free and inde
pendent. From the point of view of the pesple in the Colany,
the change frem Company to Crown was almose painless al-
though there was concern over land titles and a continuance of
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the Assembly. The Company Governor gave way to the royal
sppointes, but most institutions were left intact, Perhaps a ghince
at ihe proceedings of the Asembly of March, 1624 is useful in
pointing up the meatters of concemn o the representatives of the
peaple at this particular tme,

At the time Virginia was a going concern, It was well eszab-
lished, economically sound, and expanding at o considealile
rite. The Buisiness ot this session embraced some 35 laws, or nots.
OF this total 7 dealt with the economic sitiation, 8 with Indian
affairs and security, B with religious matters, 6 with local organi-
mitinn atiel welfare and 5 with mattees of personal and communi-
by rights, In the main they suggest growth and an established
order,

In the economic sphere there was concern for the planting of
ample com, emphass on fencing and planting "vines, hearbs,
rootes, Be." Commodity rates were in need of further enforee
ment. It was duly ordered, o, thar thers would be "ne waightes
mor measures weed, but such as shalbe Scaled by officers Ap-
pointed for that purpose,”

In matters of safety the chief concern was stll the Indian.
Trading for corn with the natives was to be prohibited, T was
zoquired that "every dwellings howse shalbe pallizdoed,” tha

rils be maintained and that careful and constant inspection
ﬁﬂmwnam]r_u insure working and ready arms and ammunition,
Good watch was to be maintained even when at work in the
hields and powder was not m be wosted “unnecessarily in drink-
ing or entertuinementes." Tt was determined that in midssmmer
the peaple of “every corporatione” should fall on the Indians
near them “ns we did the last yeere” prerumably to burn, their
crops and hionees,

Church wffisis came in for considerable regulation. One pet
required that o place be set sside for the worship of God in each
and every plantation, » place or “roome sequestred for that pur-
pose” a5 well a5 “a place sequostrad onlye to the buryall of the
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dead.” A fine, one pound of tobeceo for one Sunday but fifey
pounds for 2 month of absences, was imposed for missing the
Sundny service. Ministers were exhorted o ook after their
charges and the people were not 10 “disparsge” thelr ministers
without “sufficient proofe.” Payment of the minister's salary was
to be insured und there were regulations against "swearinge and
drunkennes.” A formal order was passed that Musch 22, the dae
of the maszere of two years before, be “solemnized as [a]
hallidnye.” In matters of church conformity the setion was spe-
cific, "That there be an uniformitie in our Church gs nesre as
may be, to the canons In Eng'f.mde both in [substance] and cir
cumstance and that-all persons yeeld redie obedience unto them
under pain of censure.”

t organization and operation was spellad out in o
nimber of instances. To meet the needs of u-grm:PI.::nnd spread-
ing pepulation special courts were set up for Elizabeth City and
Charles City. At least in cases involving no more than 100
pounds of tobaceo and for pasty offences; it would not be neces-
sary to journey to Jamestown. It was further ordered that all
private haldings be duly swrveyed, bounded, und recorded. A
public “gralnary” was ordered to he established in each parish,
Control of trade was sought by specifying that no ships should
“break boulke [bulk] or make privatt sales of sny comodities”
before reaching Jamestown. Taxes were not ignored either for a
levy of ten pounds of tobeceo, slready the comman it
appenrs, was laid on each male above 16 years of age m help
defray the “publique depte [debr].” Lest it be forgotten, it was
enacted that ie. e was requiesd o the presente govern-
ment.”

Old planters were given special exemption from public serv
ice, "they and theire posteritie,” while Burgesses were renderad
exempt from seizure during Assembly time. “Persones of guakite”
when found delinquent, it was stated, could be imprisoned (f
noe-fit to take corporal punishment. Tt is of note that service 1o
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the Governor, or the public, was made contingent on Assembly
consent, OF particular interest, too, was the action on the princi-
ple of taxation, It was bold, indeed, at this time for the Assembly
1 declire that;

The Governoe shall not laye any taxes or Impotitiones uppon the
Colony, theire lindes or comadities otherwilse] than by the awtheds-
tie of the Genemll Assemblis, to be levied and imlﬂq'ai as the snide
Aswembly shall appoint.

This was an eacly word en taxation, but it was to be far from the
last word in the next century and a half.

THr SPREAD oF SETTLEMENT—T607 10 1624

By 1624 the Colony had grown From & dngle cextlement at
Jamestown to a' serios of communities along the Junes River
and on the Eastern Shore, Uneil 1611 only Jamestown had
proven lasting. In this fourth year, however, Kecoughtan (Eliza-
heth City) was esmblished on o permanent basis and Henrico
way lakd oet. Tn 1613 the fourth of the Company sertlements
was established st Bermuda which was to become Charles City.
For five years the center of population passed up river. The area
in the "Curls” of the James for & time was the preferred location.
It looked as if even the sont of poverment would be moved here
where much official business was transected, In 1616 John Rolfe
Tisted 6 sertlements and n:r_ur&'mg to his epart, stme 68 per cend
of the residents were in the Henrico-Bermuda area.

Decline set in, in the upriver setdements; however, and the
focus returned again 1o the Jamestown area, aided, it seems, by
the efforts of Governor Samuel Arpall. It was this 1617-19

. too, that saw the bepinning of particular plantations
which did much to populate the James River basin os far as the
folly, In 1619 at the time of the Assmbljr meeting, there were
eleven locolities, or communites, thae sent representutives o
Jamestown. Planmtions continued to multiply until the destruc-
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tion of the massicre temporazily rolled back the number. For
time the settlements were reduced to, perhaps, a dozen. Even
the massacre, however, could not Jong held hack what was be
mmmgndﬂt,mmupmnfnlimdmeduﬂsm& the
wtiltization of new land was quickly the order of the day. In 1623
a total of 27 areas or communities were reported. In this surge
of expansion the center of population now passed again From
Jamestown anil tested in the lower ureas of the Jaumes. In 1634
and 1625 Elizabeth City was indeed Virginia's most populous
community. ln [act, early in 1625 the Elizmbeth City group
( Kecoughtan, Buckroe, Newport News, eté.) had a greater popu-
Iation than did all of the planttions sbove Jamestown. /A [ht
point "James Cirey” and the Island stood second with a population
of 175 while Elizabeth City alone had about 350. ‘

The story of Virginia's bust seventoen years was written all
slong the banks of the Jumes and much of it in the towns, forts,
and pluntutions that grew here. Each of them has an indi*-*iniﬁl
story and wgether they give moch of the story of Virginin's

carly years.
Passensos Cousmy (1)

The country westwird fram Jamestown Island along the north
share of the James Biver as far as the Chickahominy River was
known early as Pasbehegh Country from the Indiang which in-
hahited there. Jamestown, as @ matter of fact, was considered to
have been established in Pasbehegh teritory. This area began
o feature in the immediate history of Virginia when, in 1608,
the coloniéts elected to build their glass fumaces on the mainland
at the top of the isthmus lesding to the Island. This, although
an unsuccessful enterprise; Functioned for a time and people
were in residence here, When the enterprise wis revived aboul
1620 the same site, it is thought, was again used. In 1624 it 5
reparted that five persons were then living at the 'th house,
Presumably these were associated with the glass project.
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and armor (31) seemed adequate although Indians still infested
the place and occasionally a man was killed. Land grants listed
in May, 1625 totaled 36 (4,410 acres) but of these only 8 (1,150
acres) were given as “planted.” The majority of the holdings were
100 acres or less and there were 3,000 acres of Company land

below “Sherley Hundred Island.”

Urpper Hunprep—“Currs” (9)

This area, on the north side of the James below Henrico and
across from Bermuda (Nether) Hundred, was one of the several
hundreds annexed to, or included in, the corporation of Bermuda
City. Settlement seems to have begun in 1613 although little is
known of events in the early years. “Curls” evidently was a name
suggested by the course of the river here. The reported patent for
400 acres to Edward Gurgany in October, 1617 has been assumed
to have been in this area. In 1619 Gurgany’s widow bequeathed
the tract to Capt. Thomas Harris. Progress in the occupation and
use of the ground was severely checked by the massacre.

“Dices His Hunoren” (10)

This was a plantation, one of several, that Dale annexed to
the new Bermuda City incorporation in 1613. In this it was
similar to Bermuda Upper Hundred being on the north side of
the river and adjoining it, perhaps, on the west. Neither of these
hundreds seems to have had the closely integrated relationship
with Bermuda City that the Bermuda Nether and Rochdale hun-
dreds had. Settlement, however, seems to date from this early
period even though little is known of it. An assignment of 100
acres of land to Samuel Jordan in July, 1622 clearly establishes
that there was continuing activity at Diggs. This tract in “Diggs
His Hundred” had earlier been owned by one Mary Tue. This
transaction, shortly after the massacre certainly demonstrates that,
although the Indian slaughter caused evacuation here, interest
in reoccupation quickly revived.
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Tz "errry or Hivauoos” (Hewmso) (110

In the late summer of 1611 Sir Thomas Dale departed James-
town with o strong force of 300 men 10 proceed op river 1o estab-
lish a new sewtlemient. Tt was expected that it would become the
chief seat in the Colony, It would be further removed from the
Spanish fear and theeat, it would be more healthful, and it could
he marde more defenstble against the Indians.

The Company end many of the séttlers were dissstisfied with
the Jamestown location. Dale bad begun to push this project
saon after hic arrival in the Colony in May, 1611, He was acting
on conviction and on Company instructions. Seemingly the name
of the new town had already been chosen. It-was to be Henrico in
honar of Henry, Prince of Wales, known tno as the pratector and
patron of Virginia. He had explored and found the site he liked,
"a convenient streng, healthie and sweete seate to plant 0 new
Towne fn." Already st Jamestown he had prepared “pales, pasts
angd miles to impaile his proposed new Towne”

Marshal Dule, lesving Covemnor Gates at Jamestown, pro-
ceeded upstrenm biv boat while the larger part.of his party went
overland led by Capt. Edwnrd Brewster, The Iatter encountered
resistance from the Indisne particularly at the hand of "Mune-
eute” (“called amongste us Jacke of the feathers™), Dale and
Brewster rendesvoused at the appointed place-und “after divers
encounter and skirmishes with the salvages gained = convenionte
place for Fortification where presently they did begin 1o builde o
foarte.” The Indians continued to protest this fnvasion of their
territory with the most effective means. st hund, The gite salected
was a peninsuln that juteed into the James from the north side
zommses few miles below the Arrabatoch village,

Within 15 days Dale had impaled 7 acres of ground and then
set o work to build at each of the 5 comers of the town “very
strang and hizh commanders or watchtowers, a faire and handsome
Charch, and stosehouses.” Tt was not until then that he mumed
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to the matter of houses and lodgings for "himelf and men." Two
miles infand he buile a strong pale some 2 miles in lengeh which
tan from: river to tiver muking an island of the neck on which
Herrico stood, Presumably this palisade faced n ditch hence the
term—"trench ond pallizade.” Hamor relaged in 1614 that in
4 months he had made Henrico “much berter snd of more wosth
then all the work ever since the Colonie began.”

His nchievemenis were not come by easily, It was costly in
lile and in loss of personal freedoms; Tt was schieved with the
full enforcement of the now famous "Dale laws" He moved
quickly to punish deserters and law breskers. George Percy re-
lated the results in geaphic tenns. Seme "in a moste severe man-
ner [hel cawsed o be executed. Some he appointed 10 be hanged,
somne burned, some to be broken upon wheles, others 1o be staked
and some to be shott to deathe: sll theis extreme and erewsll
ortures e used and inflicted upon them to terrefy the reste
Far attemptinge the like. . . " These were stern measures that
produced results and few of his contemporary sssociates wok fmsue
including John Relfe, Balph Hamaor, Reverend Alexander Whit-
aker und even Sir Edwin Sandys. To them, motivated by the
spicic of the time, hard conditions required stern handling.

Robert Johnson, in 1612, evaluated the new settlement a5 he
saw itz “the colony is removed up the river [orescore miles fur-
ther beyond Jamestown to g place of high ground, strong and
defensible by nature, o good sir, wholesome and clear; unlike the
marshy seat ar Jamestown, with Fresh and plenty of water springs,
much fair and epen grounds freed from woods, and wood enough
at hand.” In 1614 Hamor described the town here a5 having
“3 streets-of well Fframed howses; a hansom Church, and the
foundations of a maore stately one laid, of brick, in length ane
hundred foote, and fifty foot wide, beside store bouses, watch
houses; and such like." Near it and behind the pale, was a great
quantity of comn ground—enough to support the whole Colony
anid easy for "manuring and hushandry.”
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Two years Inter it seems evident that the “citty of Henricus”
had retrogressed, perhaps, out of emphasis on Bermuda City just
down river, At this tme there were only 38 men and boys "at
Henrico und in the precines.” OF these 22 were “Farmors,” the
rest were “Officers and others” Although it was “our Furthest
habitacion into the land” it was listed as sell sufficient in “food
and apparell.” Captain Smalley, in the absence of James Davis,
was in command and the minister was William Wickham, Wick-
ham “in his life and doctrine gives good exnmples, and godlie
instructions o the people.”

Even though the "cinty” continued its decline, the Incorpora-
tion, of which it was the center, carried on its neme. In 1619
Henrico was reported to have had but s few "old” houses, and
a “ruinated” Church with some other huﬂ&h@ “in the Island.”
It cuntinued, however, s o fixed community undl destroyed by
the Indiuns during, and after; the massicre, On March 22, 1622
only 5 weee killed at "Henrico Iland.” It was represented in the
essembly of 1619 by John Polentine and Thomas Dowse. The
Intter may have been actually living on the College lind, above
the “citty," where he had cardier received o patent brom the hand
of Argall. There is no mention of Henrico town in 1624 and
1625, As a marter of fsct, the only settlement in the entire In-
corporation of Henrico listed in the census of 1625 was the Col-
lege Land. This had been the only community, toa, to send repre-
sentatives to the Assembly in 1624, The effects of the massacre in
this area had been grese.

Apnammaroce (120

When the settlers first reached Virginia the Armahatock Indisn
village appesrs to have been locuted several miles shove the point
where Henrico City was established in 1611, Tt was, pechaps,
near “Arahatec’s Joy" where the exploring colonists wete Feasted
on June 2, 1607, This was oo the north side of the tiver which
they called the Popham side after Chief Justice Popham. When
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Dale sid oot his town of "Henricus,” it wos described 23 “near
to an Indian Towne called Arasahattocke.”

At some paint in the story, the Indians left, or were driven
out of, their town site which was sppropristed by the colonists.
Even though it was close to, and appears to have been grouped
ofien with the Henrico settlement, it seems, too, 1o have been
a sepurate and distinet community. At Argall's departure in the
spring of 1619, it was listed 23 one of seven Virginia settlements
with Henrico being another, When Yeardley arrived just a lirde
later both Arrahatock and Henrico were listed among the forts,
towns and plantations which he found,

I the Assembly of 1619 Thomas Dowse and John Polentine
sepresented the “citty of Hensicus” and muse huve foe
Arrahatock s well. The site appears to have been incl in the
College kands a fact that was protested by William Weldon the
Commander of the men who settled this property. At the time,
late 1619 and early 1620, Capt. Samuel Mathews was established
ar-"Harrowatox” on an excellent site where be had ot least two
surplus houses, Weldon, with a small complement of his cal-
lege tenants, was assigned to be "in consoriship with Captiine
Mathewes" for security and other

There iy some reason to think that the seetlement of Arrahatock
("harichatox™ or "harry hattocks™) reappeared after the massacre,
At least its identity as & place name continued for a time.

Toe Correos Linps (13)

In the property listing for Virginia made in May, 1625, there
Is on entry that reads: "On the noctherly side of James River,
from the Falles downe to Henerico contsining about x miley in
length, are the publique land’s, reserved & lidd out, wheeaf 10
000 acres; for the Universitie linds, 3000 Acres for the Companys
lands, with other lnnd belonging to the Colledge; the common
land for the tion [of Henrico] 1500 acres.” The Univer-

sity and College lands weze o testimony to the interest, the efforts,
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vigilancie™ in “the safe bringeing away of all the said people, und
cuttel], and goodes. . . "

This was but a temporury delay in settlement as the urge for
land and property becime preater. Just how won these was o
return here is unclear. Tn May, 1625, however, 8 patents were
listed for Coxendale in the Carporation of Henrico, This was
for-u totel of BO2 neres sanging ﬁn u twelve acre grmt to Le
Edward Berkeley, to 200 acres to John Laydon. Tt may be sipnifi-
eant that none were marked as “planted.”

“Bensroma Crrry”™ (Coanres Crov) Isoonronation 19)

In 1612 Marshal Thomas Dale drove the Indisna From thske
hahitation about the "corls” of the JTomes and the Appomattox,
the river that bears their nime. Seeing it to be pood ground, he
determined to possess it and 10 establish o serlement here. As
Ralph Hamor relates: "1 proceed to our next and most hopefull
habitetiom, whether we respect commadity, o security Cwhich
we principally nime ar against forraigne designes, and invasions,
I menne the Bermuda Cinty, bepun abour Christmas Jase
[1613]. . . " The initial seetlement was near the Appomattos, on
ite west Eflit wome Bve miles From Henrico but 14 by the cir-
alccultons river route.

Diale was very hopeful of the “new Bermudas” and proceeded
to emnex “to the freedom, and corporation . ., meny miles of
champion, and wobdland. in several Hundreds™ on both sides of
the James. These Flamor enumerated as the “[1] Upper and {2]
Nether Hundreds, {3] Rochdals Hundred [4] Weets Shecley
Flundred, and [51 Digge his Hundred,” Evidently a settlernent
was begun in each of these areas all of which Kept active till the
MASIACTe.

Bermuna Huxoreo (1947

Tt was in the MNather Hundred, which became Bermude Hun-
dred and later the "Neck-of-Land” in Charles City, that settle-
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ment was first initiated “for there [soconding 1o Hamor in 1614]
Iyeth the mest comvenient quantity of corne oround.” With
"pale” from river to river but two miles in Tenjth it was posible
to secure some efght miles of "exceeding good corne ground.”
Houses were bails one-half mile from esch other on “the verge
of the river." In 1614 these were described-as “faire hooses; al-
reedy builded." There were athers an well totling “not so few

as fifey." Cites' liewsenant, Cearge ?nmﬂl:}r was then in r]m.tgc.

Foonmars Huxonen (198

This plantatian, just west of MNether {Barmida) Hindred, was
getten underway about the same tme. A "crosse pole,” ahout
four miles long, was, in 1614, already built “with bordering
houses along the pale.” It was fn this Hundred that the “hogges,
and other-cottell” had a 20 mile cirenit in which 1o graze securely.

Bersooa Crry. {1900

The “chiefe Citty,"” when Hamor left, was not yvet ready. I
eomstruction, at a point across the Appomattox from Bermuda
Hundred, while begun, svas not ﬂu:hed witll the fall of 1614,
Here Bermiuda City was fashioned to be "an .T:mprcqnul:lc retreat,
againse any forraign invasion, hew powesfull so ever.” This be-
came the fourth and last of the public, or general, corpomations
tking itn place with Jemes City, hian, and Henrico.
Within o few years its name would change [rom Bermuda to
Charles City to honor Prince Charles 2s Henrico had been named
for Prince Henry his brother, bath heing royal sons. Hamor, in
1614, spoke of “Bermuda E:I:t]r evidently meaning to include
Bermuda Hundred as well, as “a business of greatest hope, ever

- begunne in our territodes their” At the same time he mentions
_hmcﬂ"pﬂmg"mugrnmm. made between Dale snd the

people there, "termes and conditions they voluntarily have un-

dertaken.”

When Dale assigned small parcels of ground o planters for
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their own use price to, or in, 1613, he did much for the Colony:
It stopped some of the dreinon the common "magarine” and
allowed reom for individual profit and enterprise, It also Freed
the colonists from Company service except in' emergencies and
for one month o year, In making this arrangement, however, he
excepted the Bermuda Incorparntion people with whom he mede
a special contract. They were bound to three years of almost con-
tintious pablic service in the Bermuda City project "before they
have their freedom.” At the end of their term, however, they
claimed their rights of freedom und the Governor, then Samuel
Armall, could not deny their claim. On November 30, 1617, he
reported in ceply to the "dizens of Bermoda hundlred]” that
he would “net infringe their rights being 8 member of that City
himsell™ but begged that the Colony servants “may stay their
this 'FI:'II." Evidently these Bermuds peaple began to enjoy the
rights and Freedoms that did noe become general until the Com-
pany division and *Greste Charter” which evolved in 1618 and
1619,

The center of gravity in the Colony in the 1611-16 period was
upriver in the Henrleo and Bermoda City area. Tn Rolfe's report
of 1616 “Bermuda Nether Hundred" was by far the most active
and most heavily populated ares. Tre 119 people was much in
excess of the 50 at Jamestown which stood second among the 6
populated pointe, Bermuds’s population then embraced chiefly
the members of the Corporation although there were 17 “farm-
ors” and a few “who labor genenlly for the Colony, smongst
whom, some make pitch and Tarr, Pott-ashes, Charkcoale, and
other workes, and are maintoyned by the magazin, but are not
of the Carporation.” Capt. George Yeardley, who was deputy
governor and deputy marshsl, “for the most part” lived here as
didd Alexander Whitaker who had the “ministerall chardge.”

The “Cities of Henrico & Charles [Bermudal® were the bes
fortified points in the standing “upon high pround the
cliffes beinge steepe but of a claye mould the ayre good and
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wholesome." Also "shout those 8 [there were] anti-
ties of clenred groundes.” Fnrgﬁh;ﬁ:mm by Emdﬂwwhqumd
paltiado™ with “grest timber” blockhouses athwart "passages and
Bor scouring the pallizadoes.” There; too, was "sccess to shipping.!

Much ofhcial business was transacted here where the Gover-
nor was in residence much of the time. Couvrts, on ocoision, con:
vened here and official proclamations end documents were izsued
From the hand of virious mﬂﬁ'ﬂ:ﬂﬂ:ﬂp::nuftbn
Colotiy’s secretary, Such wits the commission to Willlam Cradock
made “provost marshall of Bermuda City and oF all the Hundred
thiereto belonging” from Samuel Argall “Admirall pnd for the
time present principsl Governoe of Virginia” issued st “Bermuds
City" an Febraary 20, 1618 over John Rolfe's sipnsture as "Sec
retary ane Recorder.”

Tt appears to hove been Argall thut did much © retumn the
mpl'lﬂsia; mh]anm“m und away from Bermuda. In 1617 he
wrote that he preferred Jamestown and proposed o strengthen
it as'a good healthy site, Charles City rerained active. hm;ffﬂtT
and the largest seat fn the Colimy. In 1619 Samuel Sharpe and
Samuel Jordas represented the Bermuds area in the Assembly.
It is ot known whether they vated for the measure that required
all persons from Chades City and other points who were gaing
dovery river below the Capital to touch “frst here at James Citry
1o knowe whether the Governor will command him any serviee.”

By this time Bermuds Hundred and Bermuda City were most
Joften designated "Clharles City and Hundred.”

It weas in 1621 thut the Company undertock to establish and
‘build the East India School and o locate this "free schoole in
Virginia” at Charles City. A grane of 1,000 acres was set aside
and & few workmen were sent to the Colony, For o time it ooked
(B if this center to encourage the "ridiments of leaming” and
“peinciples of Religlon, civility of 1ife, and humane Jeaming”
‘would maretialize. It did not, however, survive the massacre.
When the workmen reached Virginia, they were placed gmong
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the Co senmnts and later traneferred to Martin's Hundred.

"The massacre of 1622 sppeared to have heen devastoting in the
Beemuda srea snd led to its temporary abandonment. The list of
thase hilled Ta, however, rather light in comparison with settle
ments such a5 Martin's Hundred, There were twenty-seven at
Four epecified points. It leads one to doube thara Full list of names
was muhmitted.

“Theught soon tumned to = repair of the dimages. It was fudged
"very necessarie 1o raise new workes especiallie at Hentico &
Charles Citty” which arcording to one -report were “utterlie de-
molished by the Indiuns.” This destruction, at least some of it,
followed the shandomment of the posts. Hiouses were burned and
mnotiltry, hogps, eowes, goates, and horses™ wene killed in number
"ty thie grente priefe oz well as ruine of the olde inhabirants. .. oy

There was 2 return to the land in some large measure after the
massacre, Tn 1624 o list of 41 residents was given for “the Neck
of Land" in Charles City Corporation and the census of 1625
iowed 44 in this old Bermudn Hundrad aren. Tn 1624 Loke
Boys and Thomas Harrls sat in the Asembly.at Jamestown and
miy have helped to enact the measure that required “eoirtes
Tta he] kept ence a moneth in the Corporations of Charles Cistle
% Flizabeth Cittie” to handle cases involving petty offenses and
surms up to 100 pounds of tabacto. The muster of January 24,
1635 shews the “Neck-of-Land” to have been very well estab-
lished, Trs 44 people had 16 houses and good supplies of corn,
Fish, livestack, poultry and srms. In May, 1625, ten individual

ts {ranging from 50 to 1,150 acres and tataling 2,900) were
Tisted as lnented here fn addition o the corporation and common
land.
Prescey’s Prasraron (200

At the time of the massacre Abraham Piercey hiad o plantation
adjacent to the Appomattox River and, perhaps, somewhat up-
streamn From the James. Here “at Master Abrahom Pierse his
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plantation sone five miles off the Colledge people” four persons, 3
men and a boy were killed. Piercey, a prominent merchant,

to the Council in 1624, may have laid out his acres here, "in
liew of his Leng service done the Compuny,” a5 early os 1620,
The holding, in-May, 1625, was defined as 1,150 acres obmined
by patent. A ploce name here “Peircies Toyle" Creek very likely
is a result of hisactivity in this amea-

Jonmax's Jounney (215

This plantation wok its name from it founder, Capt. Samuel
Jurdan und appears w0 huve embraced 450 scees. At least in 1625
Jordan was credited with this ameunt as being “planted” by
patent in “the temitory of greate Weyanoke." It has been said
that he esmblished Jordan's Joumney, also Jnown as Beggar's
Bush, in 1619 although in the Assembly of 1619 he sepresentad
“Chatles Citty,” He was one of the Assembly Committee of four
sppointed to examine “the first booke of the fowes” of the "Greate
Charter,” In 1622 Jordan received a share of Company stock
from Mary Tue ss well 2z 100 acres in "Diggs his Hundred."
At this time he wis listed as "Sumuel Jordan of Charles Hun-
died gendeman.”

Jordan himself died in 1623 and his widow was soon secking
marriage again. When she became betrothed to two men at the
sitme time, Copt. William Ferrar and Rev. Greville Pooley, and
became embroiled i controversy, the Council ook note of it A
proclumation followed which prohibited any womun from con-
tencting herself to “two several men at the same time.”

Jordan's Journey seems to have pr . In 1624 Mathaniel
Causey represented the plantation in the Assembly. At the time
there were forty-two persons in residence and eight had died
within the year. In 1625 the population stood at ifty-bive persons
(thirty-six mules and nineteen females), Corn and fish supplies
were adequate and there were some cottle und hoge a5 well as
numerous poultry. In the mater of houses, the total was quite
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supplies to establish other posts. For the Nansemond effort, he
dispatched sixty men under the command of Captain John Mar-
tin and George Percy. The expedition moved partly by water and
partly by land and consolidated in the Nansemond River. When
efforts “to barter with . . . [the Indian Chief] for an island
righte opposite ageinste the maine . . . [for] copper hatches and
other comodeties” failed, the island was seized by force with
little concern for the natives who proved wholly unhospitable.
"So haveinge scene Capte: Martin well settled 1 [George Percy]
retourned with Capte Nellson to James Towne ageine acordinge
to apoyntementts.”

The Indians continually attacked the settlement and the good
supplies of corn in the area could not be utilized. For reasons
of business and safety Martin journeyed up to Jamestown. Rein-
forcements helped not at all. A party sent from Nansemond to
trade at Kecoughtan was not heard from and many of the settlers
were killed in skirmishes in the area of the island post. In late
fall, it was necessary for all survivors to return to Jamestown,
as Percy relates, “to feede upon the poore store we had lefte us.”

Tae Eastern Szore (39)

The census of early 1625 showed clearly that the colonization
of the area across the Chesapeake Bay was secure. The enumera-
tion listed a total of fifty-one persons, a decline from the seventy-
six persons named the year befﬂm The listing of property and ac-
commodations, however, showed stability and establishment. This
embraced twenty dwellings and seventeen stores, the latter, per-
haps, suggesting an active Indian trade which had long been a
hopeful prospect here. There was, too, a fort and a substantial
listing of arms: thirty-five firearms, three swords and twenty-ei
armors as well as 155 pounds of powder and 646 pounds of
shot. The inhabitants were classified as thirty-two free, seventeen
servants and two children (forty-four males, seven females)., The
Company’s and Secretary’s tenants were seated on their respective
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lands although they had not yet been surveyed. The several dis-
tinct musters included those of Charles Harman, John Blore, and
Captain John Willcockes as well as “Ancient” Thomas Savage.
The largest was that of Captain William Epes who could count
thirteen servants. All were grouped on the Bay side of the lower
part of the peninsula and, although not contiguous, formed a
compact group in “The Kingdome of Acchawmacke.”

This was in a sense the most isolated of all Virginia plantations
being separated from the main body of the settlement by the
wide waters of the Chesapeake. It enjoyed, however, a healthful
climate, fruitful land and waters, and a continuing friendly In-
dian population.

As early as June, 1608, an exploring group under John Smith
had made a landing on the Eastern Shore and visited the Indian
“King of Accawmacke.” They learned much of the area including
the observation that the natives fished “with long poles like javel-
ings, headed with bone.” This was the beginning of a lasting
friendship with “Laughing King,” a friendship which was
strengthened by Thomas Savage, the young boy exchanged with
Powhatan in 1608, who later went to dwell across the Bay.

In 1613 Samuel Argall, seeking fish for the James River set-
flements as well as trade, visited the Eastern Shore. He found
people “who seemed very desirous of our love.” He traded suc-
cessfully for corn, found great store of fish and then explored
along the outer islands observing that “salt might easily be made
there, if there were any ponds digged, for that I found salt
kerned where the water had overflowne in certain places.”

Argall's thoughts about salt manufacture were followed up in
June, 1614 when a group of some twenty men under Lieutenant
Craddock was dispatched to the area to set up a salt works and
to catch fish. This was the first settlement “across the Bay” and
it was known as “Dale’s Gift” after Sir Thomas Dale then deputy
governor in Virginia. The site selected for the work was on

Smith’s Island along the outer edge of the point of the peninsula.
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The quarters for the workmen may have been built on the main-
land just above the point of the peninsula long known as Cape
Charles.

Dale’s Gift endured for a time although it appears to have been
abandoned during Argall’s administration. It was one of only
six points of settlement as listed for Virginia in 1616. John
Rolfe’s description of it at this time shows its garrison-like quality:
“At Dales Gifte (lieng upon the sea neere unto Cape Charles,
about thirty miles from Kequoughtan) are seventeen [men] under
the command of one Leiftenaunte Cradock; all these are fed
and maintained by the Colony. Their labor is to make salte; and
to catch fishe at the two seasons aforemencioned [spring and
fall].” The work was allowed to lapse and in 1620 the “salt
works” were described as “wholly gone to rack and let fall” with
serious consequences. It led, it appears, to some “distemper” in
Virginia caused by the colonists “eating pork and other meats
fresh and unseasoned.” In any case measures were taken in 1620-
21 to re-establish the works and Pory reported that he had found
a suitable spot not far from “where was our salt-house.”

Permanent colonization of the Eastern Shore dates, it seems,
from about 1619 when Thomas Savage went there to live on a
large tract of land lying between Cheriton and King’s Creek
(Savage’s Neck) given him by “Laughing King” (Debedeavon).
Savage, as reported by John Martin who visited there in April,
1619, was already well established in Indian councils. Both
Savage and Martin recognized the value of trade with the Indi-
ans here as did John Pory who visited the Eastern Shore in
1621. Pory, Secretary of the Colony, had been authorized the
year before to lay out 500 acres and to place 20 men on them for
the support of his office. This he did sending 10 men in 1620 and

10 more in 1621. In 1621, too, John Willcox planted across the
bay. In this same year Sir George Yeardley obtained a large
acreage from Debedeavon. When Yeardley, in June, 1622, crossed
the bay to inspect his property he was so pleased with what he
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saw that he stayed six weeks. There had been no massacre here
for “Laughing King” had refused to join in the Indian plot. He
had, in fact, warned the Governor of the impending catastrophe.
The area across the Bay had also escaped the “foull distemper”
that swept along the James plantations about this time. Mortality
had been high from the epidemic that probably came from the
newly arriving immigrants to Virginia. |

The Eastern Shore was now well established. In 1624 its first
representatives, Captain John Willcox and Henry Watkins, were
sent to the Assembly which met at Jamestown in March. It ap-
pears that a minister, the Rey. Francis Bolton, served here for a
time. Others moved over from the western shore including Lady
Elizabeth, widow of Sir Thomas Dale. Few, it seems, came direct-
ly from Europe to Virginia’s Eastern Shore. Most came after a
sojourn in one, or more, of the settlements along the James.

Frizaseru Crty (KECOUGHTAN) (40)

Early in 1625 the community of Elizabeth City, or rather the
communities that made up Elizabeth City, could count some
359 persons. This . luded those “Beyond Hampton River”
earlier referred to as “At Bucke Row.” In the year before, 1624,
this area had counted some 349 (thirty at “Bucke Roe”) and
in that year a total of 101 had died. These figures indicate both
a high mortality as well as a high rate of immigration into this
section. Elizabeth City, in 1625, was the largest community in
Virginia, much larger than James City and its Island with its
175 persons (218 in 1624), which held second place in popu-
lation.

In 1625 it was an established community including 279 males
and eighty females. Four were negroes. More than twenty-five
per cent were living beyond Hampton River. It had the large total
of eighty-nine houses besides twenty Stores, all beyond Hampton
River, and twenty-four palisadoes. Its supplies of corn and fish
were large and ample compared with other settlements although
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more vigorously. When the plantation was asked to take a num-
ber of the “infidelles children to be brought up” the officials asked
to be excused since they were “sorely weakened and . . . in much
confusion.” The Indians, too, were still around. The Governor
in May, 1623 urged that the “Commander” keep watch, insure
the carrying of arms and prevent stragglers from loitering about.
The Indians were suspected of coming to “spy and observe.”
Seemingly the plantation, perhaps already a parish in the church
organization, was not represented in the Assembly in 1624,

At this time Martin’s Hundred was reported to have twenty-
three persons, but twenty-eight had died within the year, two
being killed. At the time of the general census of the next year,
there were but thirty-one, a fact that indicates small growth. To
accommodate these there were seven houses, supplies of com
and fish and some cattle and hogs. The settlement was well
stocked in weapons with thirty-two armors of various types, thirty-
one swords, and fifty-two small arms. Perhaps William Harwood,
who was in charge, remembered well the massacre.

Arcuer's Hope (45)

The place name Archer’'s Hope is older even than Jamestown
located several miles upstream from it. Here on May 12, 1607
colonists went ashore to evaluate a spot as a site for their initial
settlement. It had advantages, yet it was not possible to bring the
ships in close to the shore so the next day they made choice of
Jamestown. Gabriel Archer, it appears, liked the spot and it was
named in his honor. The site was at the mouth of College (Ar-
cher's Hope) Creek, the waterway that may have been used by
the Spanish Jesuit missionaries four decades earlier when, in
1570, they were searching for a mission site in Virginia.

Even though the settlers elected not to establish themselves
here in 1607, it was in the Jamestown neighborhood and very
likely was soon in use. It is clearly established that a distinct com-
munity took form within a dozen years. Unfortunately not much

107




is known prior to 1619 when a number of land grants were made
to men like William Fairfax, John Fowler, William Capp and
Joakim Andrews, most with established Jamestown connections.
It was at Archer’s Hope that the great massacre reached closest to
Jamestown. Five persons were slain “At Ensigne Spence his
house.” Following the slaughter the settlement appears to have
been abandoned with survivors taking refuge elsewhere, perhaps,
at Jamestown.

The abandonment was of short duration. On February 16,
1624 some fourteen persons were in residence here, at least
three family units and presumably a number of servants. Evi-
dently this was not sufficient to merit representation in the Assem-
bly of 1624. The fact that Archer's Hope had a commander,
Thomas Bransby, and that its inhabitants had been cautioned not
to go too far from their homes alone, even when armed, leads
to the conclusion that there was still danger from the Indian,
“the Enemie,” even in 1625. At the same time there is evidence
of an expanding agriculture and increasing population. Archer’s
Hope had its disturbers of the peace as well in citizens such as
Joseph Johnson who from time to time found himself answering
to the General Court.

The census of 1625 named fourteen persons as constituting
the settlement of Archer's Hope which then extended to the east
as well as to the west of the creek bearing the same name. Each
of the four major entries showed a single house although there
must have been more than this in aggregate. On a population
basis the amount of arms and armor available would indicate that,
perhaps, the community had a military cast. Food supplies were
about normal, yet no livestock is shown except eight hogs which
included “piggs” as well.

Altogether, by this date, at least 3,000 acres of land had been
taken up by fifteen persons, many of them “ancient planters.” The
largest grant, 750 acres, had been to Rev. Richard Buck, minister
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for Jamestown, Richard Kingsmill had received 300 acres as had
Ensign William Spence and John Fowler. Two, William Clai-
borne and John Jefferson, had 250 acre parcels, but all others
had lesser amounts. Only three were shown as “planted.” The
list omits a grant of some size to George Sandys which was located
in the precincts of Archer's Hope but well to the east “on the
ponds, dividing from the land of Martin’s Hundred.” On the
west Archer's Hope was separated from James City's “Neck-of-
Land” by the Jamestown parish glebe land.

“NEck-or-LAND NEARE James Crrry” (46)

This area lay behind Jamestown Island on the mainland be-
tween Mill and Powhatan Creeks. Even though separated from
“James Citty” only by the narrow Back River and its marshes,
settlement seemingly was delayed for a decade. At least the rec-
ords are silent on the matter if colonists did establish here in the
first years.

It clearly emerges as an established settlement in 1624 when
its population was given at twenty-five persons including at least
four families with servants and dependents, That same year it
sent its own burgess to the Assembly at Jamestown, its most
prominent resident, Richard Kingsmill. Early in 1625 the popu-
lation stood at eighteen, six freemen, three women, three children,
five servants and a single negro. A comparison of the names given
in 1624 with those in 1625 points up the shifting of persons that
must have been a part of the Virginia scene at this time. As
might be expected from its proximity, a number of the residents
of the “Neck-of-Land” had property also at Jamestown or in the
Island.

The 1625 muster listings included six houses, a boat, twenty-
six and a half barrels of corn as well as some “flesh,” fish, and
meal. Livestock embraced eleven cattle and thirty-one hogs, “yong
& old.” There was only one “armour” and two “coats of male” yet

109




SELECTED READINGS

Andrews, Charles M., The Colonial Period of American History: The
Settlements I. New Haven, ¢.1934 (several printings).

Andrews, Matthew Page, Virginiax The Old Dominion. New York,
c.1937.

Brown, Alexander, The First Republic in America. Boston, 1898.

Brown, Alexander (ed.), The Genesis of the United States. . . . Boston,
1896. 2 volumes.

Chandler, J. A. C., and Thames, T. B., Colonial Virginia. Richmond,
1907,

Craven, Wesley Frank, The Dissolution of the Virginia Company of
London. New York, 1932,

Forman, Henry Chandlee, Jamestown and St. Mary's: Buried Cities of
Romance. Baltimore, 1938.

Hamor, Ralph, A True Discourse of the Present Estate of Virginia and
the Successe of the Affaires There Till the 18 of June, 1614. London,
1615. The J. Munsell reprint (Albany, 1860) The Virginia State Li-
brary are more readily available.

Mcllwaine, H. R. (ed.), Minutes of the Council and General Court of
Virginia, 1622-1632, 1670-1676. Richmond, 1924,

Neill, Edward D., History of the Virginia Company of London. Albany,
New York, 1869,

Virginia Vetusta, During the Reign of James the First. . . . Albany,
New York, 1885.

Powell, William S., “Books in the Virginia Colony before 1624.” The
William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Series, V, 177-184 (April, 1948).

Rolfe, John, A True Relation of Virginia [in 1616] as printed by Henry
C. Taylor. New Haven, 1951.

Sams, Conway Whittle, The Conquest of Virginia. 4 volumes (“The
Forest Primeval,” “The First Attempt,” “The Second Attempt,” and
“The Third Attempt™). New York, 1916-1939.

Smith, John, The Travels and Works of Captain John Smith. Edited by
Edward Arber with introduction. Edinburgh, 1910, 2 volumes.

Stanard, Mary Newton, The Story of Virginia's First Century. Phila-
delphia, 1928.

Strachey, William, The Historie of Travell into Virginia Britania (1612).
Edited by Louis B. Wright and Virginia Freund and printed for the

112




Hakluyt Society. London, 1953. (Also available in an edition edited by
H.H. Major. London, 1849.)

Tyler, Lyon Gardiner (ed.), Narratives of Early Virginia, 1606-1625.
New York, 1930.

The Cradle of the Republic: Jamestown and James River. Richmond,
Va., 1906 (2nd edition ).

Virginia Company, The Records of the Virginia Company of London.
Edited by Susan Myra Kingsbury. Washington, D. C., 1906-1935. 4
volumes.

Wertenbaker, Thomas Jefferson, The First Americans 1607-1690. A
History of American Life, Volume II. New York, ¢.1927 (various
printings).

Wingfield, Edward Maria, A Discourse of Virginia, Edited by Charles
Deane, Boston, 1860,

Wright, Louis B., Atlantic Frontier: Colonial American Civilization: 1607-
1761. New York, 1947.

Yonge, Samuel H., The Site of Old “James Towne"” 1607-1698. Rich-
mond, ¢.1907 (several reprints).

113




