Heroes and Heroines

TOLIVER CRAIG
and his wife
MARY (POLLY) HAWKINS CRAIG

About 1703 or 1704, a John Craig, in Scotland, married
Jane Taliferro. He died shortly after his marriage and his
widow started with her two brothers to Spottsylvania
county, Virginia. On board the ship, in 1704, or 1705, a
son was born to Jane Taliferro Craig and she named him
“Taliferro Craig”. She died soon after the birth of this
child, and so Taliferro Craig, an orphan, grew up in Vir-
ginia, with his mother’s brothers, The name Taliferro
goon came to be called “Toliver” and as Toliver he was
known throughout his long and active life.

Toliver Craig married Mary (Polly) Hawkins about
1730 and raised a large family of children, During Toliver
Craig’s life the new country was in almost constant state
of warfare with the Indians, and later with the British.
Records at Richmond Virginia show that Toliver Craig
was a Captain of Orange county militia in 1777.

The family of Toliver Craig was intensely religious.
Three of his sons became Baptist ministers noted for their
zeal. This preaching being contrary te the laws of the
HEstablished church in Virginia persecutions began against
them. Some members of the family were arrested and
kept in jail, but even this failed to stop them from their
labors. To escape this situation and live in peace, and for
the betterment of their families it was decided that they
would all seek new homes in Kentucky,

At this time Toliver Craig was about 77 years old and
all of his large family, had married. Some of them had
large families of their own. However the entire group of
them were firmly united and willing to make the change
for the good of all.

A party was sent to select a location for the new home
in the wilderness. John Craig, age about 50 years, eldest
son of Toliver. was accompanied by his son Blijah, age 16,
and by his brother Jeremiah Craig, age about 27. The
spring of 1780 found them in Kentucky, seeking a suit-
able spot for their settlement. They visited many places
and located various tracts of land before they returned
to Virginia with their report. By 1781 a large number of
the Craigs had reached Bryan Station, where they took
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