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F AMILY LORE - I S IT TRUE ?
Family lore suggested that a
murder-suicide of Grandma
Lillian Santen’s parents and
a murder by one of Grandpa
Frank Santen’s daughters is
what caused Grandpa Frank
Matthew Reting to change
his name to Frank Matthew
Santen and move from Cincinnati, Ohio to East St.
Louis, Illinois. Is any of this
story true? To find out my
husband and I drove 11
hours from Post Falls, Idaho

where we live to Salt Lake
City, Utah. I went to the
LDS Genealogy library September 10-13, 2012 while
my husband, Victor Fansler,
attended a business conference across the street at the
Salt Palace Conference Center. It was hosted by Spillman, a database company,
that has been servicing the
Post Falls Police Department (PFPD) for 25 years.
Victor is one of the com-

puter guys (IT) at PFPD.
But, I digress, on with the
murder…
Searching for genealogical
records can be like a treasure hunt or looking for a
needle in a haystack, especially when a family member wants to hide and
changes their name!

First we start with
what we know and
work backward.

T REASURE H UNT - F EDERAL LEVEL
After being acclimated to the
3 story Salt Lake City LDS
library from finding the
cheapest parking, $3 per
day, one block behind the
library off of 300 West,
watching an orientation
video and finding the bathrooms, break room and
lockers (only a dime) I was
ready to start! Two main
databases: the LDS missionaries direct everyone to are
www.ancestry.com, a $299
per year subscription site,
that the LDS Church pays for
and can be accessed for free
from any of the LDS learning
centers, which can be found
on www.familysearch.org
(LDS church’s website) under “Family Search Centers”.
I look forward to using the
one near our house to re-

ward myself for exercising
or studying. Microfilms
and books can be requested
from Salt Lake City to the
local learning center!

it is the correct family by
comparing the children’s
names to known information.
For privacy of living people
Census Records are released
72 years after being collected
On to collecting original
so the current ones available
records. The easiest ones to
are from 1940 going back to
find are census records
1790 in the United States. A
online through any of about
slightly different set of ques100 computers on the main
tions were asked of every
floor where multiple LDS
American family by census
missionaries walk around
takers every 10 years for the
helping answer questions.
federal government. Starting
Just going online to either
in 1850 going forward the
site and typing in the first
questions are more revealing.
and last name of the person,
Prior to that they only ask for
their birth year and birth
the head of household’s name
state and adding the
and grouped ages of everyone
spouse’s first name then
else so it takes more detective
clicking submit gives a list
work to learn about people
of possible matches. It is
prior to 1850. The census in
usually easy to find a census
1890 was burned up so those
record right away and verify
records are lost.

Frank Matthew Reting-Santen
(b. 1855 d. 1937)
1. Alice Eyster Reting (d. 1903)
had 7 children:


Ella “Nellie



Mary “Mamie”



Elmira



Anna “Tutie”



Alice



Gertrude “Gertie”



Katherie “Kitty”

2. Lillian Matilda “Lilly” Miller
Santen (b. 1878 d. 1918) had 3
children:


Louis b.1900 d. 1954



Frank Jr. b.1906 d. 1963



Dorothy b.1909 d. 1989
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V ITAL R ECORDS - STATE LEVEL
I began to want tougher challenges. I learned to search
through familysearch.org catalog - state - county - vital records to start looking for death,
marriage and birth certificates.
Eventually I ran across some
transcriptions for death certificates that did not have the images online. After printing out
the transcriptions at a nickel
each by using a copy card that I
purchased for $2 at a machine
on the main floor it was finally
time to head to the second
Second floor at LDS Library.
floor! I noted the 7 digit miThat’s me, Michelle Fansler

finding a small or large empty
spool on the shelves to the side of
the machines and how to thread
the film so it catches properly.
Each state’s unique way of organizing records takes some getting
used to by analyzing the patterns
Upon retrieval I went to the
on each microfilm. Some are
rows of microfilm machines
organized by certificate # others
and clumsily loaded the spool
by page #, or county, or date,
with thin film onto a spindle on
etc. Some have indexes and some
the left then ran the film under
do not. Some have multiple volthe face plate and onto an
umes on one reel so at first it
empty spool on the right. It
may appear the person is not
took some detective work just
there but scrolling to the next
to learn all the new skills like
group can bear fruit.
crofilm number at the bottom
of the pages then walked up and
down the file cabinets looking
for the microfilms that stored
great Grandpa and Grandma’s
death certificates.

LOGISTICS

Salt Lake City, Utah
Genealogy Library above,
LDS Temple at sunset,
across the street, below

Looking through the microfilm one by one to find just
one death certificate took at
least an hour. After being
there for four days I began to
appreciate the nuances of a
smile when someone found
something or a little whispered, “found it” or the comment “seek and you shall
find”. Everyone is on their
own personal “treasure hunt”
and although pleasant with

each other don’t usually have
a lot of time to chit-chat as
each person is focusing intently on their personalized
family clues. The place is
packed with about 80% of
the computers in use most of
the day. A line forms outside
before opening at 8 am and
work is feverishly going on
until 5 minutes before closing
when computers start shutting down automatically.

The library closes at 5pm on
Mondays and 9pm Tues-Sat.
Parking is free after 4:30pm
behind the library. Sundays
the library is closed. Each
floor has a resource center
with more volunteers to help
show patrons how to load the
precious microfilm and find
the document yet again and
get it lined up and color corrected for printing or saving
to a thumb drive for free.

US C ITY DIRECTORIES - LOCAL LEVEL
After awhile it is time to start
digging deeper. Once at least
one or more censuses have
been found and maybe a death
certificate, clues in those
documents can lead to more
revealing information at the
city level. Once again using
the catalog feature and typing
“US City Directories” in the
title and selecting the state,
county and year may give

pages from an old city directory that often give the head
of household’s name, occupation and address. This can
help with creating a map
showing the whereabouts of
the person being scrutinized
and learning about their way
of making income. I discovered Frank Matthew Santen’s father was also named
Frank. They are both listed

in the Hamilton County Directory for the city of Cincinnati, Ohio in 1874-1878.
Whenever I wondered what a
term meant I raised my hand
for help. Shortly an LDS missionary volunteer came over
and told me to “google it”. I
was surprised how often I was
told that.
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S HARING WHAT I LEARN

1st Floor - Computer Research

When are we getting
to the murder mystery? First, we have
to look at the clues
in original documents.

L OUIS S ANTEN ’ S

I will upload the documents online at
www.treespot.net/
Dynamic under each of the
appropriate names so you
can look at them. Even
printed on a regular paper
they are a bit small to read.

HOME IN

F AIRMONT

Starting with what I
knew and working backwards I had already collected the 1940, 1930 &
1920 census records at
home through a free 30
day trial of
www.ancestry.com.
CITY VILLAGE ,

IL

1940 C ENSUS
Place: 2756 44th Street,
Fairmont City Village, IL

1940 Census
Louis Santen
Fairmont City Village, IL

Head of Household:
F Louis Santen, renting,
age 39, finished 6th grade,
born in IL, living in same
house in 1935

Occupation: hog
James, age 14, b in IL,
butcher, American packing finished 9th grade
plant
Lester, age 9, b in IL,
Wife: Anna, age 34, fin- finished 3rd grade
ished 8th grade, born in IL Robert, age 7, b in IL,
finished 1st grade
Children:
Darlene, age 3, b in IL
Elmer, age 16, born in IL,
finished 10th grade

1930 C ENSUS
Place: 2526 N. 41st Street, Anna’s Parents:
Fairmont City Village, IL
Place: 2536 N. 41st
Street, Fairmont City, IL
Head of Household:
Louis Santen, renting, age
Head of Household:
30, married at 21 years,
John Blane, 48 years, born
born in OH, Dad born in
in England, both parents
OH,
Mom
born
in
IL
born in England, Married,
1930 Census
Immigrated to America in
Occupation:
Louis Santen
1884, Naturalized Citizen
Butcher, packing plant
Fairmont City Village, IL
Occupation:
Wife: Anna, age 34, married at 16 years, born in IL, Checker at Packing House
father born in England,
Wife: Bessie, 44 years,
mother born in IL
born in Illinois, both parents in Czechoslavakia
Children:
1930 Census
Elmer, age 6, born in IL
Children:
Frank Reting-Santen Jr James, age 4, born in IL
James, age 26, b in IL, single, butcher at packing
East St. Louis, IL

house
Elsie, age 16, b in IL
Bernadine Romanic, age 18,
b in IL, Married
LOUIS’s dad:
Place: 460 22nd St E. St.
Louis, IL, age 76, widowed,
living with his daughter, Alice,
age 34, and her husband, Earnest Smith, age 34, and their
child, Leona Smith, age 11
Occupation:
Janitor, Steel Foundary
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MATTHEW RETING - SANTEN ’ S SECOND MARRIAGE AND

SANTEN ’ S CHILDHOOD HOME IN EAST ST .

L OUIS , I LLINOIS

1920 C ENSUS

1920 Census
Frank Reting-Santen Jr
E St Louis, IL

Place: N 9th Street, E. St.
Louis, St Clair County, Illinois

Louis Packing Company
Frank, age 13, b in Illinois
Dorothy, age 10, b in IL

Head of Household:
Frank Santen, renting, age
66, widowed, born in Iowa?,
parents born in Germany.

Granddaughter:
Marion Peterman, 10
months, b in IL

Occupation: Horseman,
5th yards

F RANK ’ S
D AUGHTER N EXT
D OOR :
Head of Household:
Ernest Smith, renting, age
29, b in IL, parents born in
US
Occupation: pipefitter,
Morris & Co.

Children:
Catherine, age 21, single,
b in OH
Louis, age 19, single,
b in OH, hog butcher, E.St

Wife: Alice, age 28, b in
OH
Children:
Leona, 10 months, b in IL

1910 C ENSUS
Wife: Lillian, 30 years old,
3rd marriage, has had 5
children, 3 living, born in
Head of Household: Ohio, father born in Ohio,
Frank Santen, 56 years old, mother born in Pennsylvania.
2nd marriage, married 7
C HILDREN :
Alice, age 17, born in Ohio
years, born in Ohio, both
parents born in Germany. Gertrude, age 14, b in OH
Katherine, age 13, b in OH
Occupation: Stable boss
Louis, age 9, b in OH
at packing house
Place: N. 9th Street, E
St. Louis, St Clair County,
Illinois

1910 Census
Frank Reting-Santen Jr
East St. Louis, IL

Frank, age 3, b in Illinois
Dorothy, 5 months, b in IL
Boarder in
Household:
Ernest McCullough, age 18

G EMS - O RIGINAL DOCUMENTS
The first gem found was the
1910 Census. When analyzing this snapshot in time a
surprise noticed right away is
the fact that Lillian had been
married 3 times, not 2 like
we thought. Also, it is interesting to notice that Louis is 9
2nd Floor - Finding documents years old but Frank and
Lillian have been married for
7 years. Hmmm, is Lillian’s
2nd husband actually the fa-

ther of Louis? That would
explain why it’s hard to find
her in the 1900 census because we don’t know what
her married name was. The
mystery is getting more complicated. Also interesting is
the 26 year age difference
between Frank and Lillian.
Going backwards in time the
next gem found is the 1900

census for Frank, but his last
name is Rieding and it shows
him married to Alice and they
are living in Cincinnati, Ohio.
He is 47 and she is 41. This is
the first marriage for both of
them and they have been married 26 years with 6 children,
all still living at home. Frank’s
occupation is a fireman for
company number 1.
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MARRIAGE IN

1900 C ENSUS
Place: Harrison Street,
Cincinnati, Hamilton
County, Ohio
Head of Household:
Frank Santen, 47 years old,
1st marriage, married 26
years.
1900 Census
Frank Reting-Santen Jr
Cincinnati, OH

Occupation: Fireman,
No 1

Wife: Alice, 41 years, 1st
marriage, 6 children, born
in Ohio, father born in
Pennsylvania, mother born
in New York.
Children:
Nellie, age 24, married 2
years, 1 child, b in Ohio
Mamie, age 22, single, b
in OH, seamstress
Anna, age 10, b in OH
Alice, age 8, born in OH

Gertrude, age 6, b in OH
Katherine, age 2, b in OH
Son-in-law:
William Holland, age 29,
married 2 years, b in Illinois, parents born in England, fireman
Where is the child of William and Nellie Holland?

1880 C ENSUS
Place: Cincinnati, Hamilton
County, Ohio

1880 Census
Frank Reiting-Santen Jr
Cincinnati, Ohio

F RANK R ETING -S ANTEN ’ S P ARENTS

Place: Cincinnati, Hamilton

Head of Household:
County, Ohio
Frank Reting Jr, 26 years old, Head of Household:
1st marriage, born in Ohio,
Frank Reiting Sr,
parents born in Germany
Occupation:
Occupation: Teamster
Wife: Elizabeth
Wife: Alice, 23 years, 1st
marriage, keeping house
L ILLIAN M ILLER
Children:
Place: Cincinnati, Hamilton Children:
Ella, age 4, b in Ohio
County, Ohio
Matilda, age 2, b in Ohio
Mary, age 3, b in Ohio
Clara, 1 month, b in Ohio
Head of Household:
Elmira, 2 months, b in OH
Brother-in-law:
Perry Eyster, age 20, single,
b in Ohio, machinist

Louis Miller, 23, b in OH

Occupation: teamster
Wife: Mary, 19, keeping
house, b in Pennsylvania

C INCINNATI , 1848
http://1848.cincinnatilibrary.org

“On September 24, 1848, Fontayne and Porter set up their camera on a rooftop in Newport, KY and panned across the Ohio
River capturing on eight separate daguerreotype plates a panorama of the nation's 6th largest city, Cincinnati.” This may have
been what it looked like when Frank Reting-Santen’s parents,
Frank and Elizabeth Reting arrived sometime before 1850.
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- C INCINNATI

1870 C ENSUS

1870 Census
Frank Reting Sr
Cincinnati, Ohio

Continuing to work my way
backwards through the Census
Records I now come upon
Frank Matthew Reting’s childhood family and voila’ discover
his parents names, Frank and
Elizabeth Reiking. But, why, I
wonder is the name spelled differently? Upon raising my hand
the volunteer explains that the
census takers wrote the names
down based on how it sounded
to them so the spellings are
close but not always the same.

Place: Cincinnati, Hamilton

Upon analyzing this document
there is a 20 year age difference
between the husband and wife.
Head of Household:
Frank Reiking, age 55, born in More new information is
gleaned that they were both
Prussia
born in Prussia. Notice the
Occupation: Iron railing
later census’ already collected
Wife: Elisabeth, age 35, keep- Frank reported his parents were
born in Germany. When I
ing house, born in Prussia
asked a volunteer about the disChildren:
crepancy I was told Prussia is an
Lana, age 18, b in OH, tailor
old name for Germany and conFrank, age 16, b in OH, house- sisted of an area fought over by
painter
Germany, France and Russia.
County, Ohio

1860 C ENSUS
Place: Cincinnati, Hamilton
County, Ohio

Head of Household:

Frank Ready, age 44, born in
Prussia

1860 Census
Frank Ready Sr
Cincinnati, Ohio

attends school
Frank, age 6, born in Ohio,
attends school
Agnus, age 1, b in Ohio

Based on this census it appears
there are two daughters and a
Occupation: Finisher
son. This matches the family
Wife: Elizabeth, age 41, born stories that Frank was the only
in Prussia
son and had two sisters. It is
also apparent I need to go
Children:
back and get the next page
Lana, age 8, born in Ohio,

in the census record for
1870 to see Agnus as the census taker ran out of room on the
page her family is located.
Once again the last name is
spelled how it sounded to the
census taker. Since Frank Sr.
was from Prussia he probably
had a thick accent based on how
difficult the census takers were
having with consistent spellings.

1850 C ENSUS
Place: Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio
Head of Household:
Franz Rueting, age 34,
born in Germany
Occupation: Laborer
Wife: Elizabeth, age 29,
born in Germany
1850 Census
Franz Rueting
Cincinnati, Ohio

Children: twins
Elizabeth, 4 months, b OH
Ann M, 4 months, b OH
The word “twin” is written
to the side. This is new

information. Grandpa
Frank’s mother had twins
before he was born but
they must have died before
the next census because
they are not listed anywhere else. Again I raised
my hand to ask the volunteer why there was a discrepancy in the ages between Frank and Elizabeth
because the later censuses
show a 20 year gap in 1870
and a 3 year gap in 1860. I
was told not to worry

about that because the data
written down was not always
accurate because of the immigrants’ heavy accents. I suspect they immigrated sometime between 1840-1850,
but have not researched this
yet, as this is the final census I
found in the United States.
Also, mom, did some reading
in some history books and
discovered in 1848 there
were several revolutions going on in Prussia, which is the
northeast corner.
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“Berlin was the capital of Prussia in
1848. It was an agrarian society with
a population of 11 million. “Only
25% (2.75 million) lived in cities
with more than 2,000 citizens.”
From 1848-1850 a wave of revolutions took place throughout Europe.
The French and Austrian rulers fled
to England in disguise. Prussia’s King
Frederick William IV allowed the
mob of “liberal reformers” to occupy
the capital. The riots to unite the
German states eventually calmed
down and the rulers returned but on
shakier ground.
The Colonial Overlords: timeframe AD
1850-1900 / by the editors of TimeLife Books. p. 44 1990, printed in
U.S.A.

Lillian Santen
Death Certificate
2 Nov 1918

P
R
U
S
S
I
A

L ILLIAN S ANTEN ’ S DEATH CERTIFICATE

Now that I reached a dead end
for the federal records I started
looking for the state records. I
successfully found both Lillian
and Frank Santen’s death certificates. These are much
more effort because it required
going through microfilm. I
noticed the abstracts typed
online are not always true to
the original document. When
I asked the volunteer about it I
was told that these records are

being outsourced to India to be
transferred to digital media so
the language barrier is causing
some of the spelling errors in
names. Despite my annoyance
that our country is outsourcing
private family information and
making lots of mistakes I move
on to discover that once again
our family story that Lillian died
of the Spanish flu in 1918 is
correct. Reading the details she
was attended by the doctor

from October 24, 1918 until her
death on November 2, 1918 for
influenza which turned into
pneumonia causing her death at
age 40. Her husband, Frank Santen, was the informant and gave
her parents names as Louis Miller
born in Ohio and Mary Bigiouis
born in Pennsylvania. It is hard
to read the handwriting so not
sure on the spelling of her
mother’s maiden name. She was
buried at Mt. Hope Cemetery.

F RANK MATTHEW RETING -S ANTEN ’ S DEATH CERT
It appears I got Frank M Santen’s death certificate printed
out but am not finding the
saved version on my hard
drive so I will need to either
scan in my print-out or go to
the local LDS learning center
and re-order the microfilm.
Frank Reting-Santen Jr
Death Certificate
30 Jan 1937

It states that he died 30 Jan
1937 from apoplexy (heart
disease) and a contributing
factor was nephritis (kidney

failure). His daughter, Alice
Smith was the informant who
did not know his parent’s
names. That makes me think
she must not have had a relationship with her grandparents to not even know their
names. Alice’s address was
652 N 56th St E. St. Louis,
IL as well as Frank’s so this
matches the family story that
Frank lived with his daughter
Alice’s family. Gleaning

more facts it confirms his birth
date as 21 Dec 1855 in Cincinnati, Ohio. It also shows him
as widowed from Lillie Santen.
He was 81 years 1 month and 9
days old at his death. He had
been retired since 1933 and
had worked for 15 years as a
janitor at American Steel. He
was buried at Mt. Hope Cemetery in Belleville, IL on 2 Feb
1937.
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1868 - finisher, 222 Linn St

1874 - lab, 142 Linn St

1875 - lab, 142 Linn St

1876 - lab, 142 Rear Linn St

FAMILY NEWS

US C ITY D IRECTORIES - C INCINNATI , O HIO
One of the projects I enjoyed was collecting all the
US City Directory information on Frank M and his
Dad, Frank J, that was available online through
familysearch.org, catalog,
US City Directories, Ohio,
Hamilton County, Cincinnati. I tried to find a map
from that time period of
Cincinnati but it was not in
the drawer on the third
floor so I gather someone
was using it. Oh well, I
think I’ll try creating a map
through Google maps. See
below:
The older Frank J Reting Sr
shows up in the Cincinnati,
Ohio Directory from 1868
to 1878 as a finisher and a
lab worker.

I am making an assumption
that he was the one working in a lab the rest of the
time and living in the same
home at 142 Linn St.
It appears that Frank M
Reting-Santen Jr moved
almost every year for several years and kept changing jobs until he finally settled down a bit when he
became a fire captain for
company number 1 in
1884, which happened to
be the year of the big Cincinnati fire.
I think Frank M RetingSanten would have been
the one changing jobs and
homes a lot because he was
younger and we have family stories saying he worked

with horses and as a fire
captain. Those comments are confirmed in
these directories.
It appears Elizabeth is a
widow in 1888 and is
living with a woman
named Frances on
94 Flint St.
www.cfdhistory.com
History
Established
April 1, 1853
The Nation's First
Career Firefighters

The Ohio river separates Ohio to the North
from Kentucky to the South

1878 - lab, 142 Linn St

1888 - Elizabeth (wid)
94 Flint
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US C ITY D IRECTORIES - C INCINNATI , O H & E . ST . L OUIS , IL
F RANK M R ETING - SANTEN

Expressman “refers
to anyone who has the duty
of packing, managing, and
ensuring the delivery of
any cargo on board a
train.“

Not Frank,
just an example of a
hackney
driver in
the early
1900s

Hackman “a hackman
is one who drives a hack
(shortened from hackney)
a horse and carriage for
hire. Modern term - taxi
driver.”

Drayman “driver of a
dray, a low, flat-bed
wagon without sides,
pulled generally by horses
or mules that were used
for transport of all kinds of
goods. Modern term truck driver.”

JR

Date

Name

Occupation

Address

1874

Frank M Reting

Lab

142 Linn OH

1875

Frank Reting

Expressman

1876

Frank Reting

Hackman

152 Linn OH

1877

Frank Reting

Driver

rear R ttenhouse

1878

Frank Reting

Drayman

rear R ttenhouse

1880

Alice Reting

1880

Frank Reting

Mach

142 Linn OH

1882

Frank Reting

Driver

1139 Vine OH

1883

Frank Reting

Driver

1117 Vine OH

1884

Frank Reting

City Fireman

675 Vine OH

1885

Frank M Reting

City Fireman

675 Vine OH

1886

Frank Reting

City Fireman

675 Vine OH

1887

Frank Reting

Driver

14 Whiteman OH

1888

Elizabeth Reting

Widow

94 Flint OH

1888

Francis

1888

Frank Reting

City Fireman

14 Whiteman OH

1890

Frank Reting

City Fireman

14 Whiteman OH

1891

Frank Reting

City Fireman

27 Bank OH

1893

Frank Reting

Captain Fire Co 22

27 Bank OH

1894

Ella H Reting

Saleslady

128 W 5th OH

1894

Frank Reting

Captain Fire Co 1

208 W Front OH

1895

Frank Reting

Captain Fire Co 1

208 Front nr Plum

1896

Frank M Reting

Captain Fire Co 1

324 W Front OH

1897

Frank Reting

Captain Fire Co 1

324 W Front OH

1898

Frank Reting

Captain Fire Co 1

330 W Front OH

1899

Frank Reting

Captain Fire Co 1

310 W Front OH

1900

Frank Reting

Captain Fire Co 1

310 W Front OH

1900

Mamie Reting

1906

Frank M Santen

Foreman r

824 Winstanley IL

1930

Frank M Santen

Empl Am Steele

460 N 22 IL

Rear 293 Linn OH

94 Flint OH

310 W Front OH
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1884 C INCINNATI

FIRE

http://drc.libraries.uc.edu/handle/2374.UC/571134
University of Cincinnati Digital Record Collection (DRC)

b. 7 Sep 1875 - Could this be Frank &
Alice Reting’s daughter that went by
Ella or Nellie? The parents names and
birth date match our records. Hmm,
interesting. Frank M Reting’s oldest
daughter was 3 years older than his second wife, Lillian.

b. 4 Oct 1878 Could this be Lillian
Matilda Miller who was born to Louis
and Maria Miller? I had a birth date of
5 Oct 1878 so that’s a pretty close
match.

b. 1 Nov 1888 - Is it possible this was a d. 6 Dec 1888 - He died at 5 weeks
child of Frank and Alice Reting that we and fits in the ten year gap between
don’t know about?
Elmira and Anna.

b. 31 May 1899 - Found Mamie’s daughter from Edward Grafe.

While at the LDS library one of the
gold badge genealogist volunteers told
me that Ohio is a fun place to have
relatives from because there is so
much information already online.

b. 14 Oct 1892 - Could this be Frank
& Alice Reting’s daughter, Alice Reting, who we estimated was born about
1893?

d. 4 Jan 1903 - Alice Eyster Reting’s
death from pneumonia & exhaustion
from worry and grief.
10
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A LICE R ETING D EATH R ECORD
Feeling like time was slipping
away and wanting to get the
most out of my time at the
library I went to the third
floor and perused through all
the books on Hamilton
County, Ohio. I discovered
a listing for Alice Reting in
“Index of Death and Other Notices appearing in the Cincinnati
Freie Presse” 1874-1920 Part II
indexed by Jeffrey G. Herbert 1993. When I asked the
librarian if I could see the
original periodical this index
is referring to I was told “it’s
probably written in German.” I said, “bring it on!”
She explained that many
newspapers were written in
the native languages. She
directed me to the gold
badges at the information
booth. These are the expert
German Newspaper genealogists who help when
in Cincinnati, Ohio patrons get stuck or need
lists Alice Reting’s help with translations. I disdeath on
covered that the library does
5 Jan 1903
not have the periodicals but
doing a little searching on
google and finding other people trying to access them as
well I found a comment
online that if I contact the
Cincinnati public library or
the University of Cincinnati
library I can request a copy of
the death notice. That is on
Death Record
my list of things to do when I
5 Jan 1903

get home and pick up genealogy research again. However, the expert genealogist
was able to explain to me
that although Alice Reting
does not have a death certificate because many of Cincinnati’s records were destroyed in the 1884 Hamilton County Courthouse fire
there is a death record available on microfilm from
when cemeteries tried to
help recover the data by
sharing their information.
Back to the second floor and
2 hours more in front of the
microfilm until I found it!
The death record on Alice
Reting was supplied by the
Cemetery of Spring Grove.
This is beginning to feel like
a game of “hide and seek”
with my ancestors and extended family. Although
Alice was Grandpa Frank’s
first wife some of her documentation can help fill in a
few missing pieces about his
family. Of course, he may
not even be my Grandpa
Louis’s biological father
based on the 1910 discovery,
but that mystery is for another day.

It shows Alice’s death date as
5 Jan 1903, that she was married, that she was 45 at death
and her parents names as Andrew and Kate Eyster. Interesting! Perhaps that is why
Frank shows in the 1910 census that he was only married
to Lillian for 7 years but that
means they must have married
in 1903 which was very soon
after his first wife’s death.
So now, I became interested
in finding proof of Frank and
Lillian’s marriage. No marriage certificate can be found
online through the Illinois
state’s archives but the expert
genealogist suggested I manually go through all of the marriage licenses issued in 1903
on microfilm. Uggghhh! I
decided to leave that as my last
project so in case I didn’t get
to it I would still be happy
with everything else I had
gleaned.
I did manage to get to this
project and spent 4 hours my
last day going through 2,000
names looking for the needle
in the haystack. I did not find
a Lillian marrying a Frank Reting or Frank Santen in Cincinnati or Ohio. I had a headache
when done and decided it was
time to head home.

M URDER M YSTERY N EXT …
T URN THE P AGE ...
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M URDER ON BOTH SIDES
Perhaps by now you are wondering what ever happened to
the murder mystery? Ok,
now that I have established all
the federal, state and local
documents as best as I could I
went to the expert genealogist for help. I showed him
what I had and he spent over
an hour showing me different
ways to type in names into
the online database to try and
glean more information such
as using an asterisk to replace
unknown letters like M*ller
for Miller or Mueller. While
I was gone to dinner he
couldn't get the story off his
mind and when I got back he
happily showed me he had
uncovered the 1880 census
for Lillian and some newspaper articles about her parents’
murder-suicide that actually
happened in 1894 not 1898
like I thought. He explained
that he went through every
name in the 1900 census for

Cincinnati, Ohio and did not
find Lillian but he finally
found her listed in the 1880
census by looking for Louis
and Mary with a 2 year old
daughter and found her listed
as Matilda, her middle name,
with a little sister named
Clara who was born in April
1880 and was only 1 month
old at the time of the census.
He also went onto a newspaper archive site called
www.genealogybank.com
that he personally pays for
because the LDS church has
not been able to come to an
agreement with the website
for payment. He found the
story, so our family lore has
been confirmed! The mystery has been uncovered.
Although I still have many
more questions and more
research ahead of me at least I
came away with a sense of
satisfaction that the family
story was confirmed and I

know a few more details. I
may not have learned anything particularly new but I
did learn a lot about how to
conduct research and where
to find the “fishing holes”.
When I showed the expert
genealogist the newspaper
articles I found on the murder
committed by Grandpa
Frank’s daughter, Mamie, he
said, “You mean there was
murder on both sides?” I said,
“Yes, maybe that’s why
Lillian and Frank got together. They could commiserate.” It’s kind of like getting in your ancestor’s head
when you start to think about
what they went through! I’ll
post the articles here and
online so you can read all the
gory details. I hope you enjoyed this journey and learned
a few things about how to do
your own genealogy research.
Happy hunting!

Reports of Deaths in Hamilton County, Ohio 1894 Reported by Cemetery of Spring Grove:
Mueller, Louis, d. 27 Sep 1894, Male, 40 yrs 2 mos, teamster, Mother - Katherina Mueller,
Suicide. Could not find a record of Mrs. Mueller’s death. Wonder where she was buried?
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MILLER SANTEN ’ S PARENTS

M URDER -S UICIDE
MURDERED HIS WIFE , M ARY M ILLER 1894
“Both Dead”: 28 Sep 1894
“The Peacemaker”: 29 Sep 1894
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F RANK M

A LICE R ETING ’ S DAUGHTER - M AMIE
M URDERED E . H . GRAFE 2 N OV 1899

AND

Boston globe

2 nov 1899
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RETING

Naugatuck Daily News

Saginaw, MI evening news
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Denver post 2 Nov 1899

Indiana state Journal 8 Nov 1899

St. Louis republic 22 Mar 1900
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Michelle Vardiman Fansler
2858 N Shooting Star St
Post Falls, ID 83854
Phone: 208-755-4989
E-mail: michelle@fansler.us

We’re on the web:
www.treespot.net

Frank and Lilly Santen

Gertrude, Dorothy and Anna “Tutie”

Alice, Lillian and Kitty
Alice Eyster Reting

Mamie, Kitty, Alice, Frank & Nellie

Online Resources:
Back: Mamie, Alice & Nellie
Front: Wilbert, Bill (Gertrude’s sons) & Leona

www.ancestry.com and
www.familysearch.org
www.genealogybank.com

Leona Smith, Alice Reting
Smith’s daughter, with
Grandpa Frank M Santen
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