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+ FRANCIS M. VARDAMAN V7
~ Francis
Page co M. Vardaman n e,
unt as for forty-fi
i erests i’ d although for many yeags Ve years been a resident of

nty, 1 the village of Shambaugh. He was born in
‘2€Presentative op o"2s Lecember 22, 1843, angd is, therefore, a

4 | € Oof one of ghi ear%y {ami%ies of the state., His
© o Were o « an ary (Ellott) Vardaman, both of whom
natives of Kentucky., The family is of German lineage and
at a very early day by the great-

His son, George Vardaman, the grand-
C a8 farmer of Greene county, Kentucky, and a slave
when a youo Vardaman was also born in the Blue Grass state and
At Ellott J : & Man went to Ohio, wherc hc met and married Miss Mary
WL <ot twelve ' ALlSO a native of Kentucky. They beccame the parents of
2t e children: peter, Nancy, John E,, Benjamin W., George W.,
Elizabeth, Francis M., Amanda, Jasper N. and Eliza,

:‘“1 i Soon after their marriage the parents removed to Shelby county,
SRR ndiana, where the father owned a farm, which he cultivated for
ﬁﬁ.ﬁ: géveral years. F r a brief period they were also residents of
;3%-}-.,?;;_15_.-.:;;._;'_';_-;--- I11inois and abou? 1837 took up their abode in Lee county, Iowa.
Bt But few white settlers were living within the state at that time,
dus  the Indians being more numerous. JIn fact, Iowa wacs still under
2w territorial rule and the work of progress and improvement seemed
Wi Scarcely begun within its borders. At a later day George Vard-
#%.. . aman and his family removed to Jefferson county, where he purchased
Q - -a farm upon whifh the family remained for some time. His son,

~vow Fo M, .Vardaman, was seven years of age when a removal was made to
.44 Benton county, Jowa, and for three years they lived near Vinton,
¢+ . At the end of that time thev went to Keokuk county, whore they

‘w7 remained for four or five years, later went to Kansas, and from

2 1854 until 1859 were residents of Taylor county, Icwa, In the latter
+ ' Yyear they rcmoved to lLawrence county, Missouri, where they located
- . Just prior to the outbreak of the Civil war and experienced all of
-~ the hardships, dancers and privations that fell to the lot of those
77 . who lived on the horder where sectional feeling ran very hirh,
. . In 1864 the father took his family to Minnesota and three years
4otz later returned to Jefferson county, Iowa, where he died in 1867.
... He was a consistent and faithful member of tho Christian church
%" and his good qualities won him the esteem and friendly regard of
¢4 . .all who knew him, For many years he filled the office of Justice
. . of the pcace and his decisions were strictly fair and impartial

;ff ~ _Francis M, Verdaman was the eleventh in order of birth in a

.. . family of twelve children, seven sons and five daughters, of whom
¢t one son and three daughters are now living. His brother, George,
@, 1 having enlisted for one hundred days' service in the Civil WRD, Hsie g

’” fed at Collierville, Tennessee, while at the front, Another

*g.; 4,;*;\,; 1 W., served for threc years in the Civil war AN G 2
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BakerIt ;-:as in 1867 that-Mr. Vardaman was married to Miss Mary Indian
i’y WNO was born in Shelby countv, Indizna uly 13, 1847
and_ls @ daughter of Peter and Ann '(E!_‘.wi"rfetth)’ﬁ:*lf;r‘ t}tm#fo*-r;w g
native of Kentucky and the latter of Ingzana. Béth’rliea 110;3{;# farr
near where they settled in East River township. Mr. Baker entcred
from the rovernment the first niece ©f land which he ever own;;r ;
and was icdentified with the ploneer development and improvement of
the county. 1In his family were four sons and three daurhters of
whom one died in infancy., Unto Mr. and Mrs. Vardaman thc been

born six children: Mary Alice, now the wife of Ephraim Warrcn, =

LA s

resident of Bouldcr, Colorado; Erie Ann, The wife of D. A. Pritchard,
e who lives near Cromwell, Union county, Iowa; Benjamin Rutherford,
= a resident of Detroi®, Michigan; Trmu Glocn, the wife of Ira Fuller,
=~ of Oregon; Avery Earl, who is living on the home nlace in Buchanan
.~ township; and Francis Emmett, vho is living on the farm with his
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- Politically Mr. Vardaman is a republican, convercsant with the
ing questions and issues of the doy, He has served as township
1d held other local officcs, yet is not a nolitician in
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