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home as leader of the Alabama Republican Party ge serve at
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Once, after having attended a special dinner at thengfi &
as a guest of President Eisenhower, The Birmmgham Ney -e -
ed that Mr. Vardaman was the only guest from the soutﬁh :f’pc?r_t'

1955, Vincent Townsend, Sr., columnist for The Birmin fhaA ]r\li .

wrote of him in his column “From Where | Stand”: &ham News

“Claude is the only former Goodwater, Alabam

who has been in-and-out of the White House like z,r?c?ciuks?gyr

(Claude O. Vardaman was born on a farm in the Mt. Olive Comm
nity, near Goodwater, in Coosa County, Alabama, on July 29, 1903 tl’?e
son of John Lafayette and Lucy Priscilla (Durden) Val‘dama,n_ He’was
raised in a devout Christian home and attended church during his boy-
hood years at the ¥
Parkdale Methodist
Church not far from
Mt. Olive. He later
attended Birming-
ham-Southern College
in Birmingham and
was a career employee
of the Alabama Power
Company.

He joined the First
Methodist Church of
Birmingham in 1926
and remained an
active and faithful
member until his Claude and Ike in Washington D.C.
death 66 years later.

He was a worker in the church, an officer in its classes and a mem-
ber of the Administrative Board for more than 50 years.

On October 14, 1926, he was married to lovely and talented S}le
Malone of Birmingham, who devotedly assisted and supported him
in his endeavors and shared in his many accomp]ishme-nts. rI"he
couple had no children. Sue died February 27, 1998, and is buried
with her husband at Qak Hill Cemetery in Birmingham. Submitted
by: Edgar W. Francisco IV, 210 Sandtrap Way, Roswell, GA 30076.
Sources: The Birmingham News, First Methodist Church of Birming-
ham, family records and personal knowledge.

he Genera],
did he )ike

Dollar Vardaman

Dollar Vardaman was a prosperous farmer, lifelong resident and
Well-known citizen of the Mt. Olive Community of Coosa County.
Dollar, known as “Doll” to his friends and relatives, was born at his
father’s home on the Old Plank Road in Mt. Olive in February,
1859, the third son of Peter Lafayette and Susan Matilda (Durham)

ardaman and grandson of Thomas and Annie (Vining) Vardan.lan&
~ Not muych ig known of Dollar’s early life, however, he rem mr}ed
w the Mt. Olive Community and on January 8th, 1880, marrie ’
Mary Jane Th()mpsgn, born in Sept,ember, 1862, the daughter o
James W, Thompson and Mary Elizabeth Lessley.
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SDtiiceabeg 15, 1909, in Tallapoosa County,
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burie
eme%e?; itr}:eClHatChEtt Cl‘eEk_Presbyterian Church (Brownsville)
b ay County. Epsie was born June 26 1873, in Cham-
ers County, the daughter of John W X st 3
McLain Bt T v )0 fnCh . Gunn and Ruth (Mitchell)

Epsie had byer i i ain) of C 'ambers County.
a6t with her 1000 chi ren by WlIlham Andrews and was preg-
children Tiveq o mafttl t'lt;]e 'E[l‘lgle of his death. All but one of these
after her fathey's deatl:labr:d alet}iiit ﬁh;%;i vailj bO;T;dSeven mont}}S
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home pries ¢ b me, he two oldest, one boy and one girl, had left
Combirr:alt?; 0 : ir marriage to Dollar Vardaman. Nevertheless, the
bt n of her 7 minor ch}ldren, ranging in age from 16 to 4,
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made for quite a large household.

Wh?)lrfsgtlﬁ:tll)yj D(])lllgr Snd Fi]psie(;vouéd have two sons, one of
) > »» called “Dee”, born October 10, 1914, died on May
é(f)i,régliol gtl (t)h(; :f;s nn;)g 531“1;?:1 rkt)lloocc! ;ioisoni{n% The othgrdbog, Ftré’ll‘nl?
/ ercial truck driver and died at Tal-
lap]vgolsla, Geoc;"gl:';, as; result of a vehicular accident, Nov. 17, 1931.
ollar and Mary Jane’s children were:

John Wesley (Jack), born in October 1880; married Nonie Hobbie,
daughter of Judge Henry Martin and Leonora (Jackson) Hobbie of
Mont'gomery, December 18, 1912, at Montgomery. Jack was a
prominent Montgomery attorney and at one time taught at Howard
Colle.ge in Birmingham. He died March 25, 1927, at Montgomery
and is buried with his wife who died in 1925 at the age of 37 in the
Hobbie burial ground at Oakwood Cemetery in Montgomery. They
left one son, John Wesley, Jr. (Jack), born in 1915, who was raised
by his Hobbie grandparents after the death of his parents, and later
became a noted lawyer and prominent citizen of Anniston, Alabama.

Lou Ora, born June 18, 1882; married Bazwell Blount McClung,
son of John Evans and Martha Ann (Blount) McClung of Sylacau-
ga, October 12, 1902, at Hollins in Clay County. This family lived
for many years in the Sylacauga area before returning to Mt. Olive
in their later years. They had three sons and four daughters. Lou
Ora died October 10, 1954, and is buried with her husband who
died February 15, 1958, in the Mt. Olive Baptist Church Cemetery
at Mt. Olive.

James Thomas (Jim), born Christmas Eve, December 24, 1886;
married Mrs. Ida M. (Glasscock) Drake, November 20, 1920, at
Birmingham in Jefferson County, AL. Jim and Ida lived in Birm-
ingham where he was a career employee with the Drennan Motor
Car Co. They had no children. He died August 28, 1958, and is
buried with his wife, who died December 3, 1972, at Elmwood
Cemetery in Birmingham.

William Moon (Ben), was born January 18, 1890 and married
Mary Harriett Reynolds, April 17, 1918, at Birmingham. They
lived in West End in Birmingham where Ben operated a Pan Am
service station. They had two children. He died July 17, 1949, and
is buried with his wife, who died September 14, 1975, at Elmwood

in Birmingham. :

Cegif;ﬁg’s (Charlie),gbom September 20, 1897; ‘mamed (first) Myr-
: n and (second) Mary Bernice Routh, daughter

tle Mamie Thompso G
Henry and Lena Pope (Stogner) Routh of Marshall Coun-
OfJameEh lie, a railroad fireman for the Frisco Railroad, died
3_}3] Ag 196?)1- ;.;,d is buried with his second wife, who died October
3 ; 3 1 3
27,y19'63, at Memory Hill Cemetery in Albertville, Alabama

Charlie had no children.
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