
Spanning 59 years from her  

Motherõs childhood from 1917  

to shortly after Billie graduated from college  

 to 1976.  

 

Thank you to Billie 

Vardiman for creating this 

photo album originally 

and supplying stories and 

labeling photos for the 

recreation.   

 

Thank you to Kelly 

Vardiman for airing out 

the ruined album from 

mildew and scanning in 

239 photos and uploading 

them to www.treespot.net   

 

Thank you to  Larry 

Vardiman and Eva Sue 

Gibbons Thomas for 

confirming details and 

Victor Fansler for 

technical support.  

 

Digitally recreated photo 

album by Michelle 

Vardiman Fansler 

January 2012. 



Grandma Grace Caroline 

Blanchet Carter in 

background by house 

Children on left:  

Louise Carter, Cousin Vince, 

Anna Carter 

 



Frances Louise Carter (Mom) 

holding cat, Aunt Anna on far right 

with glasses, Uncle Frank in back, 

rest unknown 



It probably is Keytesville, MO.  Grandpa and Grandma Carter moved about a lot, renting 

land and farming and were considered itinerate farmers.  Sharecroppers or something 

like that.  They at one time lived for a long time in or near Salisbury, MO and Grandpa 

farmed or may also have been a mechanic.  Mom Frances Louise Carter and Dad Phillip 

Harris Vardiman, Uncle Frank Carter, Aunt Anna Carter, Uncle Ross Vardiman all 

attended the Salisbury High School from which they all graduated.  Dad was in the 

orchestra at the Salisbury High School in the 1930's.  Mom was involved in drama in 

HS.  Mom was a secretary/stenographer at the Chariton County Courthouse which was 

the county seat for Chariton county in Keytesville, MO. Dad went to Kansas State.  He 

had wanted to become a medical doctor but settled for a veterinarian instead and went 

to K State because there was not a school of veterinary medicine in Missouri at that 

time.  Mom and Uncle Frank both attended Kirksville State Teachers College in 

Kirksville, MO.   



Louise Carterôs older sister 



Siblings ð Frank & Anna Carter 

Uncle Frank also has a long history of military 

service flying in the US Army Air Corp, flying 

over Africa and had his own squadron.  He lost a 

lot of his men.  We were not to talk about it, so I 

don't know very much.   

Anna Elizabeth Carter Never Married 

Aunt Anna stayed home I think until 

she began to become "an old maid" 

and finally went to nursing school, but 

died shortly after graduating.   



1914-1946 

Passed away at 31 

She was working for the 

Missouri Baptist 

Children's Home in 

Bridgeton, MO at the 

time.  I believe she 

probably died from liver 

cancer or a type of 

hepatitis of the liver.  It 

was kept very quiet, 

because it was identified 

that she had cirrhosis of 

the liver and what they 

knew about it at that time 

was that it was caused 

from heavy drinking 

which she didn't 

do.  Also, at that time, if it 

was cancer, that was not 

talked about either as if 

that were something to 

be ashamed of.  She 

was very well liked. 



Louise Carter 

(Mom) when in 

high school 

Louise Loved being in drama productions 

Born August 30, 1917 in 

Salisbury, MO  

Died February 15, 2000 

in San Diego, CA  

at 82 years 



With roller skates  

Momôs High School Photos 



Freshman year at  

Kirksville Teachers College 

1935 
Louise Carter 

With college boyfriend  



Dressed to teach 
Louise Carter on  

North Carolina Tour  

with friends  



Louise & friend  

College Dance Routine 

1938  

Louise & friend  

hitching a ride  





Phil on right  

Friend in back 



Phil  

with friends  

Phil with his dog, 

Brownie superimposed 

over photo 


