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Mid 1800’s to Mid 190G

Chapter |

James and Jane Blane

Dukinfield, England
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Dukinfield England is in Lancashire County. Thets surrounding Dukinfield are:
Manchester (W), Oldham (N), Barnsley (E) and Stock(S).

Manchester is an industrial center of England.



James Raines BLANE Descendants

James Raines BLANE
bd. England
dd. Nov 1892, 8t. Louis, Missauri

Arthur BLANE
bd. 1878
dd. 1868

James Raines BLANE |

John William BLANE
bd. 31 Jul 1881, Dukinfield, England

m. 1802

Bessie Bernading RERICHA

bd, 21 April 1886 Chicago, llinois
dd. 4 Nov 1955 E. St Louis, llliingis

%

John & Bessie

Charlie BLANE
bd. 1883
dd. 1862

Charlie &
Art BLANE

Al BLANE
— bd.
dd.

James BLANE
— bd. Oct 1884

dd. 4 Nov 1930, Fairmont City, [llinois

James William BLANE
bd. 28 Aug 1903, Lovejoy, lllincis
dd. 8 Mar 1879, Belleville, Illincis

Jirm BLANE Family
Jim, Rosie, Linda, Jean

Anna "Anne” Barbara BLANE
bd. 5 Aug 1905, Fairmont City, [llinois —
dd. 18 Sep 1987, Belleville, lllingis

‘,.
Anne's 80th
B-day 19885
Sisters, Kids
& Grandkids

Rasie BLANE
[1 bd. 21 Mar 1849, East St. Louis, lllingis

Linda BLANE
bd. 28 Apr 1852, East St. Louis, [llincis

Loretta SANTEN
— bd. Sep 1922, Fairmont City, lllinois
dd. Feb 1823, Fairmant City, lllincis

Elmer SANTEN
- bd. 4 Dec 1923
dd. Jan 1883, Edwardsville, lllincis

James William "Jim" SANTEN
bd. 7 Dec 1925

Lester Gene SANTEN
H bd. 10 Apr 1831, Fairmant City, [llincis
dd. 26 Jun 1894 lllinois

Louis Robert SANTEN
H bd. 28 Jan 1934, Fairmont City, lllinais
dd. 1 Sep 1970, East St. Louis, Illincis

Darlene Ann SANTEN
bd. 17 Nov 1937, Fairmont City, [llincis

Jeannette Marie SANTEN

Frankie BLANE
H bd. 1907, Fairmaont City, lllincis
dd. 1807, Fairmont City, [llincis

Emily Rosella BLANE
H bd. 2 Jan 1910
dd. 1928, Fairmont City, [llincis

Bernadine "Bern” Bessie BLANE

Bern, Boots & Grandehildren

| bd. 29 Sep 1942, Fairmont City, IL

Estelle "Boats”
bd. 7 Apr 1830

- bd. 2 Feb 1912

dd. 4 Nov 2000, Terahauts, IN

Elsie May BLANE
L bd. 30 May 1814, East St. Leuis, Illingis
dd. 18 Sep 1885

Jerry & Shirley Hill Family

| | Jerry HILL
bd. 17 Sep 1932

Elsie, "Bish" & Elaine

Elaine May BISHOP
bd. 7 Nov 1938

(5 o
Ron, Russell, Sharon LOESCH, Sandy, Christine, Randy WILLIAMS

dd. Aug 1845

Sarah BLANE

| =
| Julie Rodina BLANE

Twins INGRAM
died at birth

— bd. 1888 Clarence INGRAM
dd. 1874 bd. 1812
dd. ~1898
Mary Jane INGRAM
bd. 1817
SHpali A dd. Mar 1968

Ron's 2 adopted Children

Sandy LOESCH
bd. 1938
Ran LOESCH
bd. 1941
Chart Created Aug 2001
Sharen LOESCH by Michelle VARDIMAN
FANSLER

bd 1944




James Raines Blane (?-1892) and Jennie “Jane” Rogl8lane (1856-1923)

James Raines was born in England to Jc
and Lavina Raines. We don’t know what
happened to Lavina’s first husband but she
remarried to Abraham “Abe” Blane. Lavina’s soi
James took Abe’s last name of Blane. Other
possible spelling could be Blaine.

Lavina was born May 1835 in England
and died August 1900 in East St. Louis, lllinois
65 years old. Lavina had six children according
to family stories.

James Raines Blane married Jennie “Jar
Rodley in England and had several children in
Dukinfield, England. We don’t know what i Sl
brought them to America but his mother, Lavina.
came also.

James was a glassblower in England an(%
worked for the railroad in the United States. He'
died in November 1892 and is buried at the 2 7{-;,‘ § oot e B M?,
Bethany cemetery in Missouri. His wife
continued to live for another 31 years!

Jane was born February 1856 in
England. James and Jane had six children.
James died when their youngest child, Sarah wae tygars old. Jane remarried to Jacob
Mueller. Jane died in July 1923 in St. Louis, Migs at 67 years old.

s
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James Raines Blane

Blane Children: Birth:

Arthur Blane 1878 1969

John William Blane  July 31,1881 England Nov. 4309 lllinois
Charlie Blane 1883 1962

Al Blane (Died from Tuberculosis after service i Blavy)

James Blane Oct. 1884 Aug. 1945

Sarah Blane 1889 1974




James & Jane Blane’s Children
Short Summaries of their Lives
1of3

From Left: Elsie, Uncle Art, Anne, Jim
Aug. 1964 — Anne’s 59 Birthday Party

Arthur Blane
1878-1969

Art was the oldest of the 6 Blane siblings and was
born in England. The Blane family moved to America
at some point.

Art was small and wiry. He didn’t talk much. He
never married.

In his later years he lived with his brother, Cleaih

an old shack out in the country in Missouri. As he
aged he and Charlie eventually moved in with their
sister, Sarah, to the upstairs of the two-storyBr&tone House in St. Louis that Sarah’s
daughter, Mary Jane and her husband, Russell owivaty Jane and Russell Loesch
took care of all three elderly relatives for weleo 10-15 years while raising their own
family of three children downstairs. In fact, And Sarah both outlived Mary Jane.

Art couldn’t see well near the end of his life atidn’t have any teeth. His great niece,
Jeannette Santen Vardiman enjoyed visiting with &md told him she would name her
son after him, as she was expecting her second. cAiit died in November 1969 three
weeks before Jeannette’s second daughter was Botifinally received his namesake in
1994 through Jeannette’s grandson; Spencer Blamgdfanamed after the Blane family.

' o John William Blane

F 1881-1930
“ & .

John was born 31 July 1881 in Dukinfield, Englahte

- immigrated with his family to America where he raed

~ married Bessie. They had six children, four ofeihsurvived
| into adulthood.

He worked many odd jobs from the railroad, to the

: packinghouse to the loading docks. They movedatmtont
City, lllinois sometime between 1903-1905. He dieéairmont City from Leukemia at
49 years old in 1930. His oldest child, James, 2¥agears old and youngest child, Elsie,
was 16 years old at that time. He had two grangldeimer-7 years and Jimboy-5 years
and one granddaughter, “Boots”, who was only 7 im@oeid when he passed away.

See more of his story in chapter II.



James & Jane Blane’s Children
Short Summaries of their Lives
Continued 2 of 3

Charlle and Art Blane

Charlie Blane
1883-1962

| Charlie was jolly and liked to talk. He also likemidrink.
Charlie never married. In his later years he artdived
together and they very rarely took baths so thengewe
surrounded by quit an odor. When they lived airr tNeece
Mary Jane’s house Charlie would sneak off to dedex.

. One time his nephew, Clarence Ingram, took Chaxlar
o [ to Anne Santen’s house and dropped him off forisit:¥
Clarence dldnt pICk Charlie up for about 2-3 dawysil Anne called demanding he be
picked up because of his smell! Oddly enough Aram o sense of smell from a

particularly bad cold one time. Charlie died ir629

Al Blane
Dates Unknown
Al was in the United States Navy. He never marriéel died from Tuberculosis.
Nothing else is known about him.

James Blane
1884-1945
James married a lady who already had a daughtes,Rodina. He adopted Julie. They
never had any more children. Julie became a pianis

Sarah and Art Blane

Sarah Blane

1889-1974
. Sarah was the youngest of the six Blane siblings
and the only girl. Sarah married Will Ingram and
they had four children. Their first two were twins
that died at birth. Next came Clarence who was
@ born in 1912 and finally Mary Jane who was born
in 1917. Sarah’s husband died when their kids were
in their early adult years and Sarah lived with War
Jane until Mary Jane died in 1968 then Sarah lived
with Clarence.

“Sarah was a big woman with big boobs and threeschEhe always wore a dirty
housedress and you thought you were going to satibowhen she grabbed you.”
According to her great niece, Jeannette Santenivard(interview 9 Aug. 2001)



James & Jane Blane’s Children
Short Summaries of their Lives
Continued 3 of 3

Sarah’s Children and Grandchildren

Jeannette loved to visit family and would conviheg mom, Anne Santen to take her to
her many cousins’ homes. Since Anne didn’t driveytwould walk two blocks to the
bus station and make 2-3 transfers until they red¢heir destination then walk about
two blocks to visit Mary Jane and her family.

One time when Anne and Jeannette were over vidifiagy Jane shared that she finally
discovered what was causing an awful smell to @aiftn the stairs from upstairs. Her
mother, Sarah didn’t like to wash dishes and MarneJinally found all the pots stashed
under the sink with old food stuck to them.

Mary Jane and Russell Loesch had three childremdySlaorn in 1938, Ron born in 1941
and Sharon born in 1944. When Jeannette was sesatraining in St. Louis she was
only five blocks away from the Loesch’s so she wlay visit and play pool with her
cousin Ron in the basement. One weekend she amty 8esove to Terrehaute, Indiana to
visit Aunt Bern.

Russell worked for the local newspaper “St. LowstMDispatch”. Russell never
complained and was an easygoing, layed back guaty Nane was the light of his life.
He called her every day at noon and Mary Jane wstold whatever she was doing to
chat with him. Mary Jane and Russell bowled twme a week.

Ron became an accountant and adopted two childiterhig wife.

Sandy became a teacher. Sandy married John Wsllzard they had three children.
Their first child was a little girl that died shiyrafter birth. Next they had Christine and
Randy. One day when John was shaving he feltgradndidn’t want to alarm anyone so
he drove to the hospital. He died at the doorstepe hospital from a heart attack.

Sharon moved to Texas and had two boys.

Mary Jane died in March 1968 from cancer three moafter she was diagnosed.
Russell was in the middle of painting the housewidary Jane died and he just left the
house that way for years. Art died in Novembera96€larence took care of Sarah after
Mary Jane died. Sarah passed away in 1974.

Russell remarried about 5-10 years after Mary 3 and was married for about 15-20
years before he passed away around 1998.



Late 1800’s - Late 1900’s

Chapter Il

John and Bessie Blane




John William Blane (1881-1930) and Bessie BernadiriRericha (1886-1955)

John William Blane was born 31 July 1881 in Duleétdi, England. John’s family
immigrated to the United States from England. e tark hair and blue eyes. He was
21 years old when he married Bessie Bernadine Rerilohn worked nights and had
different jobs through the years. He worked fa tailroad, packing house and loading
docks. His hobbies were fishing and going to #wetn. He was a very nice man. He
had a crooked finger. He died at 49 years oldaimnkont City, lllinois 4 November 1930
from Leukemia.

AL
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John William Blane
5 vears nlder than Ress Bessie about 1911 at 25 vears

Bessie Bernadine Rericha was born 21 April 1886hicago, lllinois. Her
parents had emigrated from Bohemia (Prague, Czkxnladsa) between 1880-188%he
had an older brother, Frank Rericha who had beemibd3ohemia and who was 6 %2
years older than her. Their mother remarried soneebefore 1892. When Bessie was 6
years old her half-sister, Mary David was born892. They were living in Cleveland,
Ohio at the time.

Bessie married John William Blane when she waseissyold in 1902. She had
brown hair and brown eyes. They moved to Fairn@ity, Illinois sometime between
1903-1905 after their first son, James had been inocovejoy, lllinois in August 1903.

They had six children four of which lived into athdod. Bessie ran the
household. She was the disciplinarian and hada sarap but she never actually hit her
children with it. They would run by her and misstag hit. Bessie worked at a shirt
factory and Hunter packing company for years. Bag a hard worker. In her later
years she cleaned houses and babysat.

John and Bessie argued a lot. He would stick uphi@two older children, James
and Anne, as they were living “right” and she wostitk up for the three younger
children and let them get away with things thatJteit were “loose”. Their daughter,
Emily became pregnant at 16 years old and died ble®ding complications from an
abortion in 1926. The doctor was sent to jail Bnaily was buried with her baby.

John died four years later in 1930 from Leukemia.

Bessie and her oldest daughter, Anne did not gegalvell. Years later after
Bessie became a Christian she mellowed consider&iig took her granddaughters
faithfully to church at Fairmont Baptist where tHesgcame Christians.

10



John and Bessie Blane with youngest daughter Elalout 1916-1918

Bessie and her mother, Ba-Ba, lived off dtteet in Fairmont City, lllinois near
their grandchildren. Their granddaughter, Darlesreembers Bessie Blane as a little old
lady that was stooped over slightly. She rememBeasidma Bessie taking her on a
daylong trip to the Belleville cemetery to see féwmily graves. They would walk across
the railroad tracks then take the bus into Bellevil

Grandma Bessie liked to have her hair
brushed by her granddaughters, Darlene and
Jeannette. She wore her hair in a bun. Bessie died
from heart problems at 69 years old on 4 November
1955 a year after Louis Santen passed away. arlen
was 18 and Jeannette was 13 years old.

Bessie Blane Mt. Hope Cemeterilinois
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John and Bessie Blane’s Children

Blane Children: Birth: Death:

James “Jim” William Blane Aug. 29, 1903 Mar. 8, 1979
Anna “Anne” Barbara Blane Aug. 5, 1905 Sep. 18719
Frankie ~1907 ~1908

Emily Rosella Blane Jan. 2, 1910 1926
Bernadine Bessie Blane Feb. 2, 1912 Nov. 4, 200D
Elsie May Blane May 30, 1914 Sep. 18, 1994
Jim Blane Anne Blane

Story by Bern:

“As a young girl |
was in the back of a
wagon with the beer
for Aunt Mary’s
Night Club. A little
black boy came up
and sang,

“My name is Sam
and | don'’t give a
damn. I'd rather be a
Niger than a poor
white man’

Elsie:

| was a teenager in
the late 20’s and
early 30’s. Oh how |
loved being a
“flapper”.

Top left to bottom right:

Elsie Blane, Frankie
Sellers, Bern &
Emily Blane

About 1916

12



John & Bessie Blane’s Children
Short Summaries of their Lives

James William Blane
1903-1979
James William Blane was born 29 August 1903. He wa
outgoing and likable.

He married a woman who had a severe mental disardér
she had to eventually be placed in a mental hdspita

He married Jean Todoroff 21 October 1947 when hedda
years old and she was 33 years old. They had twgtders:
Rosie (right) and Linda (left). Neither one hadarten.

He worked at Hunter Packing Company for 50 yeads an
received a gold watch at retirement. His “clainfame” was that he attended every
opening game for the St. Louis Cardinals from theyVirst day the Cardinals started
playing in St. Louis in 1950 until his death. H&éd to talk about that.

James passed away 8 March 1979 at 75 years old.

Anna “Anne” Barbara Blane Santen
1905-1987
Second born was Anne on 5 August 1905 in Fairmatyt C
lllinois. Her friends called her “Ann”. Her niecasad nephews
called her “Aunt Annie” and she always spelled i@me “Anne”.
She married Louis Frank Santen when she was 16 péand
had 7 children. Her first child died at 6 monthd.ol

Her husband passed away in May 1954 when theisbtdeld was 30 years old and their
youngest child was 11 years old. Their first gidmnldl was born 3 weeks after Louis’
death in June 1954.

She lived in Fairmont City, lllinois her entirediind never learned how to drive. She
could walk 2 blocks to the bus line and go anywistre needed. She supported her
family after her husband’s death by working as &oma(custodian) at Rose Lake
Elementary School 2 blocks from her house andlzs@aid at the local tavern half a
block away.

She died from Heart Disease 18 September 198&ihdhpital in Belleville, lllinois at
82 years old.
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Frankie Blane
About 1907-1908
Third born was Frankie who died at nine monthsfadch a medication overdose due to
the doctor’s miscalculation. Bessie ended up $uitgfrom Catholicism to Baptist
because the Catholic Priest wouldn’t pray for Frankless he was paid.

Emily Rosella Blane
1910-1926

Fourth born was Emily on 2 January 1910. She oid®26 at 16 years old from an
abortion. The dead infant was buried in her arifise doctor was sent to jail and there
are some newspaper articles about the whole scaftial family story goes that her
mother, Bessie, took her for the abortion but tbeysn the paper is purposely
misleading.

Bernadine Bessie Blane

Bern with her daughter Boots behind her and her 1912-2000
three granddaughters and great grandchildren in _. .
1985 Fifth born was Bernadine on 2 February

1912. She went by the name Bern. She
had a baby, named Estelle who goes by
“Boots”. Boot’s father hung himself.
Bern was pregnant by a gangster when she
married Harry Hill. The baby was given
Harry’s name, Jerry Hill. Bern divorced
Harry then remarried him. She divorced
him again to marry Elmer Kelsey.

She became a Christian in her late 40's.
She out-lived all her siblings and passed
away at 88 years old.

Elsie, Bish & their only child,
Elaine Bishop Judd in 1985

Elsie May Blane
1914-1995
The youngest child, Elsie May was born 30 May 1914.
Her first husband, Herron Bishop, “Bish” was in anar
baseball league. They divorced because of his
unfaithfulness. She contracted syphilis from hird an
became blind because of it in her later years.

Elsie was married to Julius Piantanida for 20 yeldes
was an ltalian Fireman. After he died Elsie anshBi
remarried since Bish had become a Christian. e ih 1991 from throat cancer.

Even though Elsie was in a lot of pain at the dmellseld on as long as she could because
she was convinced that Christ would come back mife¢ime. She died at 81 years old.
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Grown Blane Siblings:

Jim Blane

Elsie, Anne & Bern at Anne’s 8¢ Birthday Party - 1985
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Documentation
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