EVACUATING MILITARY DEPENDANTS AFTER MT. PINATUBO ERUPTED       June 22, 1991
Dear Michelle,


Well, today we picked up the people in PI (Philippines), but we still have to go back to get more.  This morning as we pulled into Subic Bay, PI, it was the most eerie feeling you can imagine.  The water was a blue-green, (The green being a lime-green), and it was more green than blue, almost pale.  No greenery on the land, all that remained were trees with broken branches and houses covered with soot.  The seas were fairly rough and every so often there would be a small boat filled with people bobbing along almost swallowed by some of the waves.  These boats were maybe 20 feet long and looked more like the canoes with the pontoons to the side.  They seemed to be motor powered.  Who knows where they are going but I pray they will be safe.


The people we are picking up are fortunate to have the military to relocate them.  The natives have nothing.  I don’t know where they will go.  Now with the base looking like it may never reopen the city won’t have an income.  Now back to where I was.  Along with the water being eerie, the sky was gray, I don’t know if it was from the volcano or just overcast, but it was not pretty.  But, with all this it was still in a sense beautiful.  As we came close to the pier, there was an oiler, (large ship), it was covered with soot.  Someone was hosing it off into the water, so there was a ring around the ship.  We tied up along side the Long Beach, so we had to bring the people across her.  All told we brought on board a total of 301 people, and about 25 or 30 pets, (cats and dogs).  Now from the time we were tied up to the time we were underway it was no more than 2 ½ hours.  Keep in mind we had to put these people somewhere, well three berthing areas, including mine were set up for the guests both men, women and children.  We slept in our workspaces for the night.  But that’s alright because seeing these people made it worth sleeping on the floor.  They were so happy and thankful to be away.  I’ll have to admit there were a number of crew members that complained about giving up their racks, but all told it was definitely worth it.  They had free roam of the ship, with the exception of a few areas.  It reminded me of the dependants cruise, but a little more crowded.  They were a joy to talk to, as well as listen to.  We had them on board from 1400 on Mon till 1800 on Tues.  Now we are headed back for another load.  


After we dropped off the first load of people in Cebu, we turned back toward Subic.  The morale of the crew was up because of the people we had on board.  They, being the first people to talk to in awhile, had no problem finding someone to talk to.  Wherever there was a guest, there usually was a sailor there with them.  Some guys would help parents with there kids, play with them, or just hold them.  These guys were usually parents themselves, who missed being with kids.  They were not messy or disrespectful towards us at all.

When we arrived in Subic, it was raining.  I helped with the guests luggage and after they were loaded we received some soda and milk.  By the time that was loaded we were drenched.  Shortly thereafter we were underway.  This group of people were not as friendly towards us.  They treated some of the guys like servants.  And after they had left, the berthing areas were a mess.  They just announced mail call so I have to end.








Take Care, Love, Vic


