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January 29, 2000

David,

This is a copy of an abstract of the qwi]I of John Vardaman of New Castle County
(Delaware/Pennsylvania) dated March 1, 1714, This document was sent to me by Mrs.
Dorothay Tierney of Natchitoches, LA, a Vardaman family descendant and researcher, in 1988.

Mote that the three counties comprising the state of Delaware as we know it, New Castle, Kent
and Sussex, became part of the Province of Pennsylvania in 1682, Although it briefly gained
its own deputy governor in 1691, it was "reunited” with Pennsylvania under one governor in
1693, In 1704 Delaware established its own separate legislature and in 1710 its own executive
council; however, it remained nominally a part of the Province of Pennsylvania under the
Pennsylvania governor until 1776 when it was organized as a separate state.

This probably explains the passage in George Leland Summer's book, Historical and
Genealogical Annals of Newberry County, SC, wherein he writes:

"William Vardeman came from Pennsylvania with his family before the Rev. War, He
settled near Hunting Fork, berween the Enoree and Tvger Rivers. He made his will
February 4, 1783, and died abour 1788, leaving widow Brideit and children: John,
William, Peter and James. James inherited the home plantarion af Hunting Fork, Some
of the other sons moved to Georgia and Alabama. James sold his lands later, 5o it is
probable he, too, went to Alabama. "

There are some errors in this passage:

(1) William Vardaman originally moved from Delaware (then part of Pennsylvania) to
Virginia ca 1734 and only much later {ca 1766) to South Carolina.

(2) Hunting Fork is a branch of Indian Creek which is a western tributary of the Enoree
River about 10 miles upstream from where the Enoree joins the Broad River, The Tyger
Eiver, north of the Enoree, runs roughly parallel to the Enoree and joins the Broad River
approximately 6 miles north of the Enoree. Indian Creek and its tributaries all lie west
of the Enoree, consequently the Vardaman lands on Hunting Fork could not lie between
the Enoree and Tyger. Instead, they lie just (o the west of the Enoree.

(3) While it is true that James" three sons all moved to Georgia and two of the three
later moved on o Alabama, only one of William’s other sons did so. Two of William's
other three sons (John and Peter) moved from Virginia to Kentucky while William, Ir_,
did in fact move from Virginia to Wilkes County, GA. James, never moved 1o Georgia
but, instead, died in Newberry County, SC, in 1797.

Also, please note the mark that John Vardaman is supposed to have used when signing
documents, €<, a circle with a crossed T inside. It is very interesting that an Israel Peterson,



_ 7.

believed to be a son of Peter and Karen Peterson of Mew Castle County, Pennsylvania
(Delaware), and brother-in-law of William Vardaman used a mark which was a crossed T with
an additional bar through the middle of the T as F .



Will: Jehn Vardaman
1714/15

New Castle County, Delaware

4 FFEFY "R ERFaEN

In the Name of God Amen I John Vardaman of Apequinimny Cresk in the
County of New Castle upon Delaware being thls Seventeenth day of March
in the first year of Qur Sovereign Lord George by the Grace of God of
Great Britaine France and Ireland King Defender of the Falth in aAnne
Dom 171L4/15 siek in body but of perfect mind & memory calling te mind
the uncertainty of this 1life and well knowing that all flesh must Dfe
¢oth make this my last will & Testament in mearmer & form following -

ImpT® T give my Soule into the hand of God that Gave 1t (toc) me
and my body to the Barth to be Decently Buryed &t the Dlscretion DE
my executrix hereafter named no ways doubting but at the Resurrection
my soule and Rody shall be agaln united by the Mighty power of God
whare I shall secure full Remisaion & forgiveness of all my ains
thru the Merits of my Dear & Blessed Savior & Redeemer Jesus Christ
and (illegible word) all what goods both reall & personall which the
Lord hea been pleased to bless me with in this life, I glve and be-
gueath as followeth =

Ttem T will & it is my will that all such debts whileh in Right
of Consclence I owe unto any person & the probate of this my last
wlll be Duely paid.

Item I give and bequeath unto my well beloved wife Margaret Var-
daman all my Estate Reall & personall to be & remaln unto her during
her naturall Life with full power that if my son Johannes will coms
& live with his mother and be industrious te work & clear and pay for
my land and plantation that then after my wife's Death he my sald son
Joharnes have all the land & the plantatiecn paying unto each of my
children to wit Ohristopher & William Vardaman & Jane Mergritu Varda-
man Thirty pounds each within such Convenlent time &s he shall be
able to pay 1t after each Child comes to age But in case my scn Jo-
hannes will not come & live with his mother that then & in such case
my Loving wife shall have the Liberty to choose who she pleases fo
live with her and not to be molested but to clear the land and pay
unto the abovd Johannes the Sume of thirty pounds & also thirty pounda
aplece unto each of my seld children asz she la able & all my estate
both reall & personall to be & rewain unto her and her helrs forever
But 1f my son Johannes will come & be Dutyfull & live with his mother
& that he help to pay for the Land & pay the above 19 legacles %o his
Brother and to his sister that then & 1n such case that after my lov-
ing wifes death sll my Estate Reale & perscnall shall be & remain un-
to him the said Johannes & his heirs forever -

Item I nominate & ordain my well beloved wife Margarett Vardaman
my whole & sole executrdix of thls my last will & testament Dlsannull-
ing & Disallowing all former wills herétofore by me made Ratlfying &
Confirming thils tec be my last will & testament & none other. In wilt-
ness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand & seale the day & year flr-

at above written -

Slgned Sealed publishad

)
% Declared By the Testator )
this to be hils last will & ) (:E:7
Testament 1n presence of usg)



March the 2lat 171l-

Then came Capt, John Heall
. ¥ Charles Ford & John Danisll t
EznﬂFrEE:rPPBEEQFE before me Isaac Goodlng one of hiaDMaj1iag ;Eséggfr
Cho oy Braneriiat as-cotioestnn Hier  maat, o the Sesenchenss
cwath, gt That upon the 3
Day of this lnstant the within and o5 P et Lo
; i above willl waa audibly read u
Tig ;?z ;gifai:hglgigggm;nhthagigeizﬁ in perfect memory g unSarggzﬁd—
ear ¥ et the same wag his Mind &
gz:irﬁi& GEing to sett up in his bed to signe the same a quglm cEﬁil
s 3 stomack & so lay down & remained Inssnsable untill he Dyed
nd farther Saith not. Swornes before me ¢

Isaas Gooding
ARG 5 s -
Dﬁgggaég PB; fh:htaatfimnnyj of these pﬁﬂsunts'% Rowland FPits Gerald
e Enu E. fu probate of wills Grenting let(trea) of Adminastoren
e ghi of New Uasglﬂ on Delawere by virtue of a commisaion from
rlea {7), 1% Governor of the Countiss of New Castle, Kent

and Sussex cn Delaware & Provinece of Pennaylvanis Doe Make known unto

all men that the fifth day of April In the yeare of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hupdred and fifteen at_New Castls 13 the county of New
gastle afore®S befors me the Dep¥ RB%P efore®d was proved approved
and If.....ed the last Will and Testa® eof John Verdaman late of the
g9 county of New gastla'dacd to these presents snnexed - having whil-
2t he lived & &t the time of his death (oods Rights and Creditts In
diverse places within the same county by meanes wherecf the fullddisp—
osition of all and singular the Goods Rights & eraditta of the s

decd @and granting the adminiatratiﬂn thereof as ebove The Hearlng of
arrt cabrulation cr (%) of the s sdminist?® and the final discharge
& aismissicn from the same unto me are menifestly knowne to belong
and thea adminigtratinn of all & singular the Goods Rights and cred-
itts of the 59 decd and his last Will and Testament any manner or
ways concerning wes granted unto Margerstt Verdaman sxecutrlx In the
sams Testament named chiefly of well & truly administering the game
% making a true and Ferflect énvantnry of all and singular the Goods
Rights and Creditts of the 88 decd and exhibitting the same unto the
RegtT office at New Castle at op before the Tenth day of August next
...(1llegible) Rendering a Just & true ecet caleulation or reckoning
...{11legible) thereunto required +er(11legible) sglemnly sworns 1n
Testimony whereof I have caused the ssale of the 5@ office to be &l-
fixed dated at New Castle the rifth day of April in the first
veare of the Reigne of King Gecorge of Great Brittain -Annog. Dom.

1715. g
Hewl® Fitz Gerald Depty Reg®

----q-pn---.q--.1----r-|.-q-q-1-:-llvu---tillti-ll'l'l'-'+""""

Tt 1s unclear from the above document whether John Verdaman was ghle
to sign the deocument before . he M"lay down & remalned lnsensab-
le" or whether 1t remained unsigned. The Xerox copy merely has &
mark of some sort =& circle with a crossed npt in the center- but,
unlike other documents of the perioed, 1t faila to read:

his :
John -y - Vardaman
mark

T —temant ha Adad without signing.
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