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January 29, 2000

Dravid,

This is a copy of an abstract of the qwill of John Vardaman of New Castle County
{Delaware/Pennsylvania) dated March 1. 1714, This document was sent to me by Mrs.
Dorothay Tierney of Natchitoches, LA, a Vardaman family descendant and researcher, in 988,

Mote that the three counties comprising the state of Delaware as we know it, New Castle, Kent
and Sussex, became part of the Province of Pennsylvania in 1682, Although it briefly gained
its own deputy governor in 1691, it was "reunited” with Pennsylvania under one governor in
1693. In 1704 Delaware established its own separate legislature and in 1710 its own executive
council; however, it remained nominally a part of the Province of Pennsylvania under the
Pennsylvania governor until 1776 when it was organized as a separate state,

This probably explains the passage in George Leland Summer's book, Historical and
Genealogical Annals of Newberry County, SC, wherein he writes:

*William Vardeman came from Pennsylvania with his family before the Rev. War, He
settled near Hunting Fork, between the Enoree and Tvger Rivers, He made his will
February 4, 1783, and died about 1788, leaving widow Bridgit and children: John,
William, Peter and James. James inherited the home plantation at Hunting Fork. Some
of the other sons moved to Georgia and Alabama. James sold his lands later, so it is
probable he, too, went to Alabama.”

There are some errors in this passage:

(1) William Vardaman originally moved from Delaware (then part of Pennsylvania) to
Virginia ca 1734 and only much later {ca 1766) to South Carolina.

{2} Hunting Fork is a branch of Indian Creek which is a western tributary of the Enoree
River about 10 miles upstream from where the Enoree joins the Broad River. The Tyger
River, north of the Enoree, runs roughly parallel to the Enoree and joins the Broad River
approximately 6 miles north of the Enoree. Indian Creek and its tributaries all lie west
of the Enoree, consequently the Vardaman lands on Hunting Fork could not lie berweer
the Enoree and Tyger. Instead, they lie just to the west of the Enoree.

{3} While it is true that James’ three sons all moved to Georgia and two of the three
later moved on to Alabama, only one of William's other sons did so. Two of William's
other three sons (John and Peter) moved from Virginia to Kentucky while William, Ir_,
did in fact move from Virginia to Wilkes County, GA. James, never moved to Georgia
but, instead, died in Newberry County, 5C, in 1797.

Also, please note the mark that John Vardaman is supposed to have used when signing
documents, (77, a circle with a crossed T inside. It is very interesting that an lsrael Peterson,



o

believed o be a son of Peter and Karen Peterson of New Castle County, Pennsylvania
{ Delaware), and brother-in-law of William Vardaman used a mark which was a crossed T with
an additional bar through the middle of the T as =+ .

JHV



- Will: Joehn Vardaman
171L/15
New Castle County, Delawara

R R R O O R O O I T T T N I ']

In tha Name of God Amen I John Verdaman of Apoquininny Creek in the
County of New Caatle upon Delaware belng thils Seventeenth day of March
in the first ysar of Our Soverelgn Lord George by the Gracs of God of
Great BErltalne France and Ireland King Defender of the Paith in &4nne
Dom 171L/15 sick in bedy but of parfect mind & memory calling te mind
the uncertainty of thls 1ife and well knowing that all flesh must Dye
¢oth meke this my last will & Testament in menner & ferm following -

ImpT® T give my Soule into the hand of God that Gave it (to) ma
and my body to the Earth te be Decently Buryed at the Discreticn of
my executrix hereafter named no ways doubting but at the Resurrection
my soule and Body shall be again united by the Mighty power of God
where I shell sscure full Remisgslon & forgiveness of all my alns
thru the Merlts of my Dear & Blessed Savior & Redeemer Jesus Christ
and (1llegible word) all what goods both reall & perscnall which the
Lord has been pleazed to bless me with in this 1ife, I glve and be-
quaath ag followeth =

team I will & 1t 13 my will that all such debts which In Right
of Consclence I owe unto any person & the probate of thils my last
will be Duely paeid,

Item I give and bequeath unto my well beloved wife Margaret Var-
daman all my Estate Reall & perscnall to be & remaln unto her durlng
her naturall Life with full power that 1f my son Johermnas wlll come
& live with his mother and be industriouws to work & clear and pay for
my land and plantation that then after my wife's Death he my 3ald son
Joharmes have all the land & the plantation paying unto each of my
chlldren to wit Christopher & William Vardaman & Jans Margritua Varda-
man Thirty pounds each within such Convenient time as he shell be
able to pay it after each Chlld comes to age But in case my son Jo-
hannes will not come & live with his mother that then & in such case
my Loving wife ahall have the Liberty to choose who she pleases to
live with her and not to be molested but to clear the land and pay
unto the abov® Joharmea the Sume of thirty peunds & also thirty pounda
aplece unto sach of my said children as she 1s able & all my estate
both reall & perscnall to be & remain unto her and her heira forever
But if my son Johannes will come & be Dutyfull & live with hls mother
& that he help to pay for the Land & pay the abova 1€ legacies to his
Brother and to his aister thet then & In such case that after my lov-
Ing wires death ell my Eatate Regle & peraonall shall be & remain un-
to him the sald Johannes & his heirs forever -

Item I ncminate & ordain my well heloved wife Margarett Vardaman
my whole & aole axecutrix of this my last will & testament Dlsannull-
ng & Dizallowing all former willas herdtofore by me made Ratifying &
Confirming thls to be my lasst will & testament & none other. In wit-
ness whereof I have hereuntc sett my hand & seale the day & year fir-

gt above wrilttan =

Zigned Sealed published

)

& Declared By the Testator )

this to be his last will & ) CEE:)
)

Teatament in presence of us



March the 21st 171l -

Then came Capt. John Heally Charles Ford & John Denlelly iIn their
own proper perscns belore me Isaac Geoding one of his Maj'les Justic-
g3 of the Peace lor the County of New Oastle on Delaware & Deposed on
the Holy Evangelist as followeth. Viz: That upon the Seventeanth
Day of this instant the within and sbove will was audibly resd unte
him the sald John Verdaman then being in perfect memory & understand-
ing did Declare plainly & heartily that the same was his Mind & Full
desire & Golng to sett up in bis bed to signe the same a gualm came
over hls stomack & so lay down & remalinsd Insensable untill he Dyed
and farther Salth not., Swornes befors ms

Isaac Goodling
AAARNL 5 19414 :
i
{seal) By the test{imony) of thesa presents I Rowland Flts Gerald,
Dept™ Reg® for the probate of willas Granting let{trses) of Adminastoren
for the founty of New Castle on Delaware by virtue of & commission from
the Hon%l® charles (7}, 19 Governor of the Countles of New Castle, Kent

unyo
and Sussex on Delawars & Province of Pennaylvania Doe Make Known

411 men that the fifth day of April In the yeare of ﬂurtLaE% ;Eﬂ thou-
sand seven hugﬁrad arnd fifEﬁaﬁDﬂtquw Eﬂ:gtia%ﬁ tﬁzscgiﬁvgd sl LB
geatle afore?® befors me the DepY ie R
. v..0d the last Will and Teata of John Ver oS

:3a¢£ﬁﬂt3 of New gastle dac tahghega Eﬂaazggg E?Eﬁi?da;dhgifgﬁﬁig 43

t he lived & at the time of a dea e gl
givaisa places within the same county by meaneas whaf:gf t?atﬂglg sp
osition of all and singular the Goods Rights & credZ ETEE N
deed and granting the administratinn tharguf aa abcvii 3y A
appt Qabrulation or (7) of the s adminlst™ and the 1 D . ALyt
% dismissicn from the same untc me are manifestly kninis Bna T
and tha adminigtraténn of ﬁil % Einﬁ§%§raggawi:ggiaitgany e e o
i1tts of the s% dec? and blas las m T
uay: soncerning wes granted unto Margarett vardamﬂnia:&c?trizhi sam:
came Testament named chiefly of well & truly admlinls ?{ ngtha B
& making a true and Ferfect gngangﬁryd ﬁihi%itgfggataﬁLs:;a M
Rights and Creditta of the s~ dec” ant © k g

fore the Tenth day ol E

Reg T office at New Castle at or be $ Tonbn day o ARE S re
. {illagible) Rendering a Jjust & true acc® © _ :
+‘.Eillegibla} thersunto required css{1llegible) ESIQEE}{GiﬂianE Ef-
Testimony whereof I have causadf}?:hagalaggf Eggii Bl s Ll

T 4 datesd at New Castle the Il By : i :
yizga of ibﬂ Relgns of King George of Great Brittaln -Anncg. Dom

15.
s Rewl® Fitz Gerald Depty Reg®

EE®owEE NN
'll-I'i-|I--ll--l-!l|!ii--l-l--!lp-l-l--if--l-l-|i-++l-!'-

Tt ig unclear from the above document whether John Vardaman waid abla

to sign the decument before i . he Mlay down & remalned insensab-

le" op whether 1t remained unalgned, The Xerox copy mara%grga;ui
mapk of some sort -& circle with & erossed "T" in th:d?an "
enlike other documents of the period, 1t fails to reed:

hils
John -y Vardaman

mark

+ mremmona+ ha Atad without signing.
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