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January 29, 2000

Dravad,

This 15 a copy of an abstract of the qwi]I of John Vardaman of NMNew Castle County
( Delaware/Pennsylvania) dated March 1, 1714, This document was sent o me by Mrs.
Dorothay Tierney of Natchitoches, LA a Vardaman family descendant and researcher, in 1938,

MNote that the three counties comprising the state of Delaware as we know it, New Castle, Kent
and Sussex, became part of the Province of Pennsylvania in 1682, Although it briefly gained
its own deputy governor in 1691, it was "reunited” with Pennsylvania under one governor in
1693. In 1704 Delaware established its own separate legislature and in 1710 its own executive
council; however, it remained nominally a part of the Province of Pennsylvania under the
Pennsylvania governor until 1776 when it was organized as a separate state,

This probably explains the passage in George Leland Summer’s book, Historical and
Genealogical Annals of Newberry County, SC, wherein he writes:

"William Vardeman came from Pennsylvania with his family before the Rev. War, He
settled near Hunting Fork, between the Enoree and Tvger Rivers. He made his will
February 4, 1783, and died abour 1788, leaving widow Bridgit and children: John,
William, Peter and James. James inherited the home plantation at Hunting Fork. Some
of the other sons moved to Georgia and Alabama. James sold his lands later, so it is
probable ke, too, went to Alabama. "

There are some errors in this passage:

(13 William Vardaman originally moved from Delaware (then part of Pennsylvania) to
Virginia ca 1734 and only much later (ca 1766) to South Carolina.

{2) Hunting Fork is a branch of Indian Creek which is a western tributary of the Enoree
River about 10 miles upstream from where the Enoree joins the Broad River. The Tyger
River, north of the Enoree, runs roughly parallel to the Enoree and joins the Broad River
approximately & miles north of the Enoree. Indian Creek and its tributaries all lie west
of the Enoree, consequently the Vardaman lands on Hunting Fork could not lie berween
the Enoree and Tyger. Instead, they lie just o the west of the Enoree.

(3) While it is true that James' three sons all moved to Georgia and two of the three
later moved on to Alabama, only one of William's other sons did so. Two of William's
other three sons (John and Peter) moved from Virginia to Kentucky while William, Jr.,
did in fact move from Virginia o Wilkes County, GA. James, never moved to Georgia
but, instead, died in Newberry County, S8C, in 1797.

Also, please note the mark that John Vardaman is supposed to have used when signing
documents, ¢, a circle with a crossed T inside. It is very interesting that an Israel Peterson,
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believed to be a son of Peter and Karen Peterson of New Castle County, Pennsylvania
(Delaware), and brother-in-law of William Vardaman used a mark which was a crossed T with
an additional bar through the middle of the T as F .
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- Will: Joehn Vardaman
1714/15

New Caatle County, Delawars
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In the ¥Nams of God Amen I John Vardamen of Apcquininny Creek in the
County of New Castle upon Delaware being thils Seventeenth day of March
in the Cirst year of Qur Scvereign Lord George by the Grace of God of
Great Britalne France and Ireland King Defender of the Falth Iin Anne
Dom 1714/1%5 sick in body but of perfect mind & memory celling te mind
the uncertainty of this 1life and well knowing that mll flash must D¥e
¢oth make this my last will & Testament in memmer & form fellowing -

ImpT™® T gzive my Soule inte the hand of Ood that Gave 1t (to) me
and my body Tto the Barth to be Decently Buryed at the Dlscretion of
my executrix hereafter named no ways doubting but at the Heaurrection
my soule and Rody shall be again unlted by the Mighty power of God
where I shaell secure full Remlssion & forglvenesszs of all my sins
thru the Merits of my Dear & Bleszsed Savior & Redeemer Jesua Christ
and {1llegible word) all what goods both reall & perscnall which the
Lord has besn pleased to bless me with in this life, I give &nd be-
queath as followeth - _

Ttem I will & 1t is my will that all such debis which In Right
of Consclence I owe unto any person & the probate of this my last
wlll be Duely paid,

Item I give and bequeath unto my well beloved wife Margaret Var-
daman all my Estate Reall & peracnall tc be & remain unto her durlng
her naturall Life with full power that if my son Johemnas will coms
& 1live with his mother and be industrious to work & clear and pay for
my land and plantation that then after my wife's Death he my sald son
Joharmes have all the land & the plantation paying unto each of my
children to wit Ohristopher & William Vardaman & Jane Margrita Varda-
man Thirty pounds esch within such Convenlent time as he shall be
gble to pay it after efch Child comes to ege But in case my son Jo-
hennes will not coms & live with his mother that then & in such cass
my Loving wife shall have the Liberty to choose who she pleases to
1ive with her and net to be molested but to clesr the land and pay
unte the abovd Johannes the Sume of thirty pounds & elao thirty pounds
aplece unte sach of my said children as she 1s able & all my &atate
both reall & personall to be & remain unto her and her helrs lorever
But if my son Johannes will coms & be Dutyfull & live with his mother
& that he help to pay for the Land & pay the above 19 legacies to his
Frother and to his sister that then & in such case that after my lov-
ing wifes death all my Estate Reale % personall shall be & remaln un-
to him the sald Johannes & hls heirs forever - )

Item I nominate & cordain my well beloved wilfe Margarett Varaaman
my whole & acle executrix of this my last will & testamsnt Disannull-
ing & Disallowing all former wills herétofore by me made Ratifying &
Confirming this to be my last will & testament & none cther. In wit-
ness whereof I have hersunto sett my hand & seale the day & year fir-

gt above wrltten =

Signed Sealed publishad )

& Declared By the Testator )
thia to be his laat will & ) @

Testament 1ln presence of us)



March the 2lst 1T71l-

Then came Capt. John Heally Charles Ford & John Danlelly in thsir
oWn proper persons before me Isaac Gooding one of his Maj'les Justie-
es of the Peace for the County of New QOastle on Delaware & Deposed on
the Holy Evangelist as followeth. Viz: That upon the Saventsenth
Day of this instant the within and above will was audibly read unto
him the sald John Vardaman then being in perfect memory & understand-
ing did Declare plalnly & heartily that the same wasz his Mind & Full
desire & Going to sett up in his bed to signe the seme a qualm came
cver his stomack & so lay down & remalned Insensable untill he Dyed
and farther Salth net. Swornes before me

Igaac Gooding

AAARIL 5 7S -

(seal) By the test{imony) of these presents I Rowland Fits Gerald,
DeptT Regl for the probate of wills Granting let{tres) of Adminastoren
for the County of New Caatle on Delaware by virtue of a commlssion from

the HonPl® Charles (7), 19 Governor of the Countles of New Castls, Kent
apd Susssx on Delawaras & Province nf Panﬂﬂ?l?ﬂﬂiﬂ Doa Eﬂkﬂ Loown unto

Lord ona thou-
hat the fifth day of April in the yeare of our wor

zéidm:g?agéﬁugdr:d and fifgﬂﬂn &tFEEH gaﬂ;éﬂﬁ%g tﬂ:ﬂ“;;giﬁﬁ“g?giﬁ?ad
castle afore” before s tho DFP B ot gl daman late of the

,ves.8d the laat Will and Testa of John Var -
ggdciﬂﬁty n; New gastle decd tnhgbasa EEESEEE: ;ﬁg:ﬁgdg;ah:gig%tisiin

t the time of his dea : 3
zzvggsgigigﬂag ﬁithi; the same county by meanes ”hgizzg gggtggliddisp
osition of all and singular the Goods Rights & Breb The Hearing of
a8 ol EPSITE tha]administratigniﬁggiﬁnfagg ihgvgiﬁal discharge
2 jon or (?) of the g~ adm
;rgisﬁiggﬁiitfggh thg same untc me are maniraatlg k;iwﬁ:atzngaigsg'
and tue &dminiﬁtrﬂtéﬁn oL a}l ? H%nﬁg%iraEEﬂngzm;artE;n? manner or
t f the a® dec® and hls las 3 = b
;E?: czncariing waa granted unto Margarett vardamﬂniﬁiﬁﬂgt-izh;ngzmz
S Eme TEEtﬂMEﬂt namad cbiﬂfl? of well & tTUIF Edmiﬂiﬂ a{aggthﬂ Gooda
L making a true and Ferfect Sng&n&nryd Eihiéitz?igstﬁgusama e ha
Hig%ta and Creditta of the a  dec™ an o th day of August next
r ies ot New Castls at or before the Ten

??%Lil?gziﬁia] Rendering a just & trus ace® ¢EIEU1E§iDnlﬂrHE2;E:n1§E
. ..(111egible) thersunto regulred .+.111155%b151 53 HE?f¥¢E to be af-
Teatimony whereof I have caused the geale ol thﬂii 1 the Ploat
fixed dated et New Castle the fifth day ﬁf;'ﬁpr < n-ﬁﬁﬁné inder
yeare of the Relgne of King George of Greav BErittaln .

15.
A Hﬂwld Fitz Gerald Depty RegF

TEEEREE R
l'.-‘l""*l-'l'..li'.r."‘|..+|piIlllll--l-!

5
Tt is unclear from the above dﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂt Egithﬁﬂwiﬂﬁnrgiiiigﬁnigiznizﬁf
to slgn the document before . he , ¥ 1 =
1e" nﬁ whether it remained unsigned. The xﬁrﬁx copy maretgrgagut
mark of some sort -a cirecle with & ¢rnssaE Lt ! Ehad?&n :
unlilke other documents of the peried, 1t falls to read:

hils
John ) Vardaman

mark

+ cwmamant ha Atad without signing.
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