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Janvary 29, 2000

David,

This is a copy of an abstract of the will of John Vardaman of New Castle County
(Delaware.n‘l_’ennsylvani&] dated March 1, 1714. This document was sent o me by Mrs.
Dorothay Tierney of Natchitoches, LA, a Vardaman family descendant and researcher, in 1988,

Note that the three counties comprising the state of Delaware as we know it, New Castle, Kent
and Sussex, became part of the Province of Pennsylvania in 1682, Although it briefly gained
its own deputy governor in 1691, it was "reunited” with Pennsylvania under one governor in
1693, In 1704 Delaware established its own separate legislature and in 1710 its own executive
council; however, it remained nominally a part of the Province of Pennsylvania under the
Pennsylvania governor until 1776 when it was organized as a separate state.

This probably explains the passage in George Leland Summer's book, Historical and
Genealogical Annals of Newberry Counry, SC, wherein he writes:

"William Vardeman came from Pennsylvania with his family before the Rev. War, He
settled near Hunting Fork, between the Enoree and Tvger Rivers. He made his will
February 4, 1783, and died about 1788, leaving widow Brideit and children: John,
William, Peter and James. James inherited the home plantarion at Hunting Fork., Some
of the other sons moved to Georgia and Alabama. James sold his lands later, 50 it is
probable he, too, went to Alabama.”

There are some errors in this passage:

{1) William Vardaman originally moved from Delaware (then part of Pennsylvania) to
Virginia ca 1734 and only much later (ca 1766) to South Carolina.

{2} Hunting Fork is a branch of Indian Creek which is a western tributary of the Enoree
River about 10 miles upstream from where the Enoree joins the Broad River. The Tyger
River, north of the Enoree, runs roughly parallel to the Enoree and joins the Broad River
approximately 6 miles north of the Enoree. Indian Creek and its tributaries all lie west
of the Enoree, consequently the Vardaman lands on Hunting Fork could not lie between
the Enoree and Tyger. Instead, they lie just to the west of the Enoree.

(3) While it is true that James' three sons all moved to Georgia and two of the three
later moved on to Alabama, only one of William’s other sons did so. Two of William's
other three sons (John and Peter) moved from Virginia to Kentucky while William, Jr_,
did in fact move from Virginia o Wilkes County, GA. James, never moved 1o Georgia
but, instead, died in Newberry County, SC, in 1797.

Also, please note the mark that John Vardaman is supposed to have used when signing
documents, 7, a circle with a crossed T inside. It is very interesting that an Israel Peterson,



-9

believed to be a son of Peter and Karen Peterson of New Castle County, Pennsylvania
(Delaware), and brother-in-law of William Vardaman used a mark which was a crossed T with
an additional bar through the middle of the T as F .



Will: John Vardaman
1714/15
New Castle County, Delawaro
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In the Name of God Amen I John Verdaman of Apoqulninny Creek 1in the
County of New Castle upon Delaware belng this Seventeenth day of March
in the first year of Qur Scverelgn Lord George by the Grace of God of
Great Britaine France and Ireland King Defender of the Falth in Anne
Dom 171h/15 sick in body but of perfect mind & memory celling te mind
the uncerteinty of this life and well knowlng that all flesh muat Dye
¢oth make this my last will & Testament in marmer & form following -
ImpT® T give my Soule into the hand of God that Gave 1t (to) me
and my body to the Eerth to be Decently Buryed at the Dlscretion of
my executrix hereafter named no ways doubting but at the Resurrectlon
oy soule and Rody shell be again united by the Mighty power of God
where I shall secure full Remission & forgiveness of all my ains
thru the Merits of my Dear & Blessed Savior & Redeemer Jesus Christ
and (1llegible word) all what goods both reall & personall which the
Lord hes been pleased to bless me with in this 1ife, I give and be-

gueath as followeth - )
Ttem T will & it 1s my will that all such debts which in Right

of Consclence I owe unte any person & the probate of thls my last
will be Duely pald.

Item I give and bequeath unto my well beloved wife Margaret Var-
damen all my Estate Reall & peraocnall to be & remaln unto her during
her natursll Life with full power that if my son Johennes will come
& live with his mother and be industrlous to work & clear and pay for
my land and plantation that then after my wife's Death he my said son
Johannes have all the land & the plantation paying unto each of my
children to wit Christopher & William Vardamen & Jane Margrita Varda-
man Thirty pounds each within such Convenient time as he shall be
able to pay it after each Chlld comes to age But in case my son Jo-
hannes will not come & live with his mother that then & in such cese
my Loving wife shall have the Liberty to choose who she pleases to
live with her and not to be molested but to clear the land and pay
unto the abov?d Johennes the Sume of thirty pounds & also thilrty pounds
aplece unte sach of my sald children as she 1s able & 8ll my agtate
both reall & perscnall to be & remeln unto her and her helrs forever
But if my son Johannes will come & be Dutyfull & live wlth hls meother
& that he help to pay for the Land & pay the sbove 19 legaciles to hia
Brother and to hls siater that then & in such case that after my lov-
ing wifes death all my Estate Resale & personall shall be & remain un-
to him the sald Johannes & hls helrs forever -

Item I nominate & crdain my well beloved wife Margarett Vardaman
my whole & ascle executrix of this my last will & testament Disannull-
ing & Disallowing all former wills heretofore by me made Ratifying &
Confirming this to be my last will & testament & none other, In wit-
nesa whereof I have hereunto sett my hend & seale the day & year fir-
st above written -

Signed Sealed publishad

)

& Declared By the Testator ) .

this to be his last will & ) @
)

Teatament in presence of us
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It 1z unclear from the above decument whether John Vardaman wasz able
to gign the document before . . he "lay down & remained insenaab-
1a" op whether it remained unsigned. The Xerox copy merely has a
mapk of some sort -& circle with a crossed npn {n the center=- but,

upliks other decuments of the pericd, 1t falls to road:

his
John * ) Vardaman

mark
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